
Dr. Malcolm Getz, associate professor of economics, Vanderbilt University:
 
I just read the Department of Economic & Community Development Annual Report for 2011.   The 28,535 jobs 
added (net of losses) in 2011 compares to 24,965 added in 2010 and 18,942 in 2009 (the lowest point in recent 
years).   The four point plan for jobs led to conversations, meetings, a rearrangement of offices, and the creation 
of funds.  

#1  identify clusters.  These are sectors of the economy that show promise for development.  The six identified 
in the annual report have long been important in Tennessee's economy.  There is nothing new here.

#2 establish regional offices.   The Department has reorganized and put new officials in place.  This happens 
with each new governor.

#3  invest in innovation.  The closing date for first round of applications for investments was Feb 15, 2012.    
On Jan 27, 2012, the Department began accepting applications for its Trade Market Access Program, designed 
to promote exports.  

#4  reduce business regulation.  The annual report says that the Department has identified some regulations that 
adversely affect business. It doesn't name any. It doesn't say that any regulations have changed.   It is worth 
noting the many regulations are beneficial to business.  Some regulations advance some business interests at the 
expense of others.  It is not obvious the wholesale reduction of regulation promotes business in the aggregate.

None of the initiatives in the Governor's Jobs4TN program have yet had time to influence the growth of 
employment over what it would have been in the absence of the change in policies.  Employment is growing 
nationally and in Tennessee as we regroup after the massive fraud in the financial system.  The Governor's 
program may prove beneficial in time but it does not address the causes of the recession-that's primarily a 
matter of Federal policy-and it shouldn't seek credit for the rebound.  

Dr. David H. Ciscel, professor emeritus of economics, The University of Memphis:

The LMI data I have is from Dec 2010 through Dec 2011
There are 31,200 more jobs in TN at the end than at the beginning -- 24,200 in the private sector -- and the jobs 
are spread out across industrial sectors.  
The number of unemployed fell and the unemployment rate fell. So both establishment and survey data show a 
positive story for TN. Can Gov. Haslam claim credit? That is a tough question. He is, of course, just puffing. He 
has little or no power to increase the number of jobs with or without his Job4Tn program. But we usually allow 
politicians to accept the blame or the honor for what happens when they are in office. 


