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Gov. Bev Perdue established the N.C. Justice 
for Sterilization Victims Foundation in 2010 
to provide justice and compensate victims 
who were forcibly sterilized by the State of 
North Carolina. The Foundation will function 
as a clearinghouse to assist victims of the 
North Carolina Eugenics Board program. 
Foundation staff also will support a separate 
Gubernatorial Task Force.

The N. C. Justice of Sterilization Victims 
Foundation is dedicated to providing 
information and assistance to individuals 
impacted by the North Carolina Eugenics 
Board program.

This online public document was produced in October 2010.

The photos depict models that represent victims of sterilization 
and have not been sterilized themselves.



Questions & Answers on 
Eugenics in North Carolina
  
What is eugenics?
The concept or term eugenics refers to 
the intentional and selective breeding of 
humans and animals to rid the population 
of characteristics deemed unfit by 
those administering this practice.  In 
the U.S., eugenics was carried out by 
individuals, nonprofit organizations and 
state governments that felt that human 
reproduction should be controlled.

What is sterilization?
Sterilization is a medical procedure or form 
of birth control that leaves a male or female 
unable to reproduce or conceive children.

How was eugenics administered in 
North Carolina?
The N.C. Eugenics Board program 
administered the program, which was 
technically a part of the Department of 

Public Welfare (modern day Division of 
Social Services).  The Attorney General 
and representatives from Dorothea Dix 
Hospital, the Department of Public Welfare, 
the Department of Public Health and the 
Department of Mental Health composed the 
five-member board. 

In its early years, many of the sterilization 
orders primarily impacted persons residing 
in state institutions. In the late 1940s, 
sterilization increased as one of several 
solutions to poverty and illegitimacy. By the 
1950s, focus shifted to welfare recipients, 
which led to a dramatic rise of sterilizations 
for African Americans and women that did 
not reside in state institutions.  

How many victims have been affected by 
the N.C. Eugenics Board and how many 
are alive today?
Between 1929 and 1974, an estimated 7,600 
people were sterilized by choice, force or 
coercion under the authority of the N.C. 
Eugenics Board program. The exact number 
of victims alive today is unknown. However, 
the State Center for Health Statistics 
estimates that 2,944 victims may be alive.  

If I believe that I or someone in my family 
may have been sterilized under the N.C. 
Eugenics Board program, what should I do?
Persons who feel that they may have been 
sterilized under the authority of the N.C. 
Eugenics Board program between 1929 
and 1974 should contact the N.C. Justice 
for Sterilization Victims Foundation’s 
Information Line at 1-877-550-6013 (toll 
free in North Carolina) or 919-807-4270. 

Callers seeking to have their names checked 
against Eugenics Board program records 
will be mailed a First Party or Third Party 
Verification Request Form to complete and 
return. These forms may also be found on the 
Foundation’s website, 
www.sterilizationvictims.nc.gov

If my name is found in the N.C. Eugenics 
Board records, do I get money?
Previous legislation to provide compensation 
to victims has never been adopted. A Task 
Force will meet to determine the possible 
methods of compensation for victims. The 
North Carolina legislature must formally 
address and approve any recommendation to 
compensate victims. The verification process 
does not guarantee any type or form of 
compensation.


