
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Office of the Attorney General

***--
November 23 ,2011

Mickey H. Osterreicher, Esq.
General Counsel
National Press Photographers Association, Inc.
3200 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 306
Durham, NC 27705-2586

Re: Street Photographers' Licenses in the District of Columbia

Dear Mr. Osterreicher:

This letter is in response to your October 31, 2011, inquiry regarding the District of Columbia's
licensing regulations for street photographers. We maintain that the District of Columbia's street
photographer license regulations do not impermissibly infringe on the First Amendment rights of
licensees or applicants nor are they facially defective as you contend. Rather, these requirements
are reasonable police-power regulations utilized throughout many jurisdictions across the United
States to license various occupations - including street photographers.

You are correct that the street photographer license is designed for individuals who operate
exclusively in public space and are taking photos for immediate delivery to consumers upon
purchase. The applicants need only to provide a little more than their name and address and
remit a small fee to acquire the license. The license requirements are narrowly tailored to protect
citizens and visitors to the District of Columbia. These license regulations only prohibit people
from holding themselves out as professional street photographers unless licensed and, as such,
are of a type regularly accepted as within the government's proper sphere of economic and
professional regulation. Furthermore, nothing in the regulations affects the content of any photo
and, as such, does not prohibit any free speech or free press or purport to control the content of
such photographs. Notwithstanding our position regarding the regulations, we agree that it
would be beneficial to define the term "street photography" and will insert a definition of the
term in the regulations.

The regulations you cite concerning any photographer being in public space for longer than five
minutes as being in violation of the regulations and subject to a fine or arrest are intended to
prevent the impeding of vehicular or pedestrian traffic by street photographers. We will
emphasize the intent of these regulations to police officers when they are notified of the
amendment of the regulations mentioned above.
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While we have no plans to repeal the street photographer license regulation, we will provide you
with a copy of the updated regulations when the definition of "street photography" is adopted.

Sincerely,

(~J
11~~

Irvin B. Nathan
Attorney General
for the District of Columbia


