
 

 

 

January 17, 2011 

  

 

  

Mr. Jim West  

Vanir CM 

1888 Sherman Street 

Denver, CO 80203 

 

Subject:  Meeker Elementary School Lateral Load System 

 

Dear Jim: 

 

This responds to a letter you forwarded to us sent by Luke Studer of Studer Engineering 

P.C. to Susan Goettel, Superintendent of Meeker School District RE-1.  This letter is 

dated December 16, 2010 and addresses Mr. Studer’s concerns about the lateral design 

calculations north of Grid 7 for the new elementary school.   

 

Mr. Studer also sent a letter to Ms. Goettel on November 11, 2010 in which he said “I 

recommend that you (Ms. Goettel) request a copy of the lateral design calculations from 

Neenan.”  Neenan was not contacted by either Mr. Studer or Ms. Goettel concerning this 

request.  The understanding of this request was via an email from you with Mr. Studer’s 

November 11
th
 letter attached. 

 

My last communication from Mr. Studer was November 2, 2010.  We have sent 

communication to Mr. Studer many times after that date with no response or 

communication back from him.   

 

Attached is Mr. Studer’s December 16
th
 letter marked and tagged.  The comments below 

are related to the letter via these tags. 

 

As a preface to the comments, we are certain that if Mr. Studer had been communicative 

with us that we would not have this level of concern or misunderstanding and that this 

would have been settled by now with no additional reviews necessary.  Even though we 

recommended Mr. Studer to assist the school district in the matter of the precast gym wall 

repair, we did not recommend him to review the entire building due to the cost that the 

school would incur.   

 

We assure you that the lateral load system for the entire building is properly coordinated 

with the architectural demands of the space, properly engineered for the lateral loads 

required for the building and properly built.  We do not recommend further review of the 

entire structural system and would not pay for such work. 

 

 



Comments: 

 

1. Neenan then sent to Mr. Studer the calculations which were submitted during the 

permitting process.  Since there was no communication from Mr. Studer the 

request for information was unclear.  Mr. Studer was free to contact us and 

request more information however chose not to. Had Mr. Studer contacted us with 

his questions, instead of making un-grounded assessments, the lateral system and 

lateral load paths would have been explained in a satisfactory way to relieve his 

concerns. 

2. Mr. Studer states that he has more concerns.  If he had contacted us during his 

review, we believe that his concerns would have been satisfactorily addressed. 

3. Instead of hoping for information, Mr. Studer was welcome to contact us and 

work through his concerns by having us explain how the building is laterally 

supported.  His lack of communication in this matter has led him to ungrounded 

assessments and unjustified recommendations to the school district to hire and 

pay for even more engineering review time.  Direct communication between Mr. 

Studer and Neenan would have resolved this matter prior to him making these 

recommendations to the school district. 

 

The Code of Ethics adopted by the Structural Engineers Association of Colorado have the 

following Tenets within them: 

 

Tenet 3.4. 
When serving as peer reviewers, preferably (subject to the consent of the client) inform the 

design engineer of their appointment, have access to those responsible for the design, and be able 

to freely discuss and resolve all pertinent matters with the design engineer. The peer reviewer 

should not seek to provide their services for any remedial design work to be undertaken; 

however, the client may elect to request the peer reviewer to review the remedial design work. In 

the event that the design engineer should either abstain from undertaking the remedial design 

work or not be engaged by the client to perform these services, the client may engage the 

services of the peer reviewer to undertake such work. Issue no statements, criticisms, or 

arguments on structural engineering matters which are inspired or paid for by interested parties, 

unless they indicate on whose behalf the statements are made. 

 

Tenet 5.6.7 
Avoid maliciously or falsely, directly or indirectly, injuring the professional reputation, 

prospects, practice or employment of others, or indiscriminately criticize another’s work. 

 

Tenet 5.6.8 
Decline an appointment to supplant the original structural engineer when doubt exists regarding 

the resolution of the outstanding matters between the client and the original structural engineer. 

 

We believe that Mr. Studer has failed to perform up to the recommendations of these 

Tenets. 

 

 



The Neenan Company would offer to have Mike Daley, Architect of Record, and Gary 

Howell, Structural Engineer of Record meet with the school personnel to address the 

lateral load system of the building. 

 

Thank you, Jim for your assistance in this matter.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or need further information. 

                   

Sincerely, 

 

  

  

H. Gary Howell, PE 

Senior Structural Engineer 

 

cc:  Ms. Susan Goettel. Superintendent 

 

Enc. Marked-up Studer Letter dated December 16, 2010  
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STUDER ENGINEERING P.C.               CONSULTING STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

117 12
TH

 STREET * P.O. BOX 773501 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, CO   80477 
(970) 879-1181   FAX (970) 879-3680 

 

 

December 16, 2010 

 

 

Ms. Susan Goettel, Superintendent 

Meeker School District RE-1 

PO Box 1089  
Meeker, CO  81641 

 

 

Re:  Elementary School Lateral Load systems 

 

 

Dear Ms. Goettel: 

 

My letter to you dated November 11, 2010 recommended that you request a copy of lateral design 

calculations for the new elementary school in Meeker.  I received a response via email on Friday, 

December 10, 2010 from Gary Howell of Neenan Construction.  In my opinion, the information I 

received is not an adequate lateral load analysis.  The loads used in the analysis far exceed what is 

required, but if it was the designers’ intent to use those loads the building elements are not adequate 

to support those loads.  In addition, there is not a good load path to distribute the wind loads into the 

resisting elements.  For example, there does not appear to be any significant connection between the 

main building structure and the masonry stair walls at the west end of the building, yet the 

calculations show a significant amount of load being resisted by the stair walls.  I also believe there 

is no good load path where roof planes change and the braces are not properly sized.  This is not 

intended to be a complete list of my concerns, but enough to result in my recommendation that 

further review is warranted. 

 

As I noted in my letter to you, I hoped the information from Neenan would answer my questions 

and there would be no need for further review, however, if I found the information lacking then I 

would recommend additional review.  Based on my findings related to the information provided by 

Neenan, I am recommending you retain an engineering firm that has the time and resources to 

adequately review the design.  Studer Engineering is a small firm and we currently have 

commitments that would keep us from providing this service in a timely effective manner.   

 

To avoid any potential conflicts, I recommend the following firms that to my knowledge do not 

have any relationship with Gary Howell of Neenan, or myself.  I do not know any of the principals 

or to my knowledge any of the employees, but I am aware of their good reputation in providing this 

kind of service: 
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J.R. Harris & Company                          Structural Consultants Inc. 

1775 Sherman St. #1525                        3400 E. Bayaud Ave #300 

Denver, CO 80203-4318                        Denver, CO 80209-2929 

303-860-9021                                         303-399-5154 

contact: Jim Harris       contact: Brent Norris 

 

Please feel free to contact me to discuss this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

        

 

Luke J. Studer 

Colorado P.E. #14776 


