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The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, PC MP
Prime Minister of Canada
Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, Ontario KiA OA2

Dear Prime Minister:

As you are undoubtedly aware, a National Post article that was published on November 8 challenged my
credibility and contributions to Canada, notably with regard to my role as the chair of the Security and
Intelligence Review Committee (SIRC). This initial article and the subsequent coverage today raised the
spectre of conflict of interest and questioned my good judgement due to past dealings with an individual,
who was presented to me as being potentially able to secure funds for infrastructure projects in Sierra Leone.

I was very disappointed with the scurrilous portrayal. I am a proud Canadian and man for whom integrity,
honour and respect hold tremendous meaning. It was with these values and a strong sense of civic duty in
mind that I accepted my appointment in 2008 as a member of the SIRC and again, in 2010, as its chair. I
wish to state for the record that I have fulfilled with diligence my mandate. I am, as I noted in the personal
statement issued yesterday to set the record straight, also proud of Sierra Leone, my birthplace. The
devastating aftermath of the civil war naturally motivated me to explore options to help the country to
rebuild its infrastructure.

With this being said, I am cognizant that the SIRC is in the middle of a significant transition and I worry that
the media portrayal has the potential to tarnish the SIRC's credibility. I feel strongly that even the hint of
doubt could impede the SIRC's ability to accomplish its tasks.

For this reason, despite the knowledge that I haven't let other business interests interfere with my SIRC
responsibilities, I respectfully tender my resignation as the chair and as a member of SIRe. It is my hope that
this gesture will let the Agency continue its valuable work on accountability mechanisms and on helping
maintain and ensure a strong and secure Canada in these challenging times.

Respect

rter,PC MD
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