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Deal: "Bring down this toll"
 

Nathan Deal, a leading Republican candidate for governor, said today he'll move quickly as 
governor to bring down the Georgia 400 toll before the end of 2011. 

"As governor, I'll swing the sledgehammer to bring down the Buckhead Wall," Deal said 
Tuesday. "The state has collected more than enough money to pay the bonds for the highway. We 
are now using the tolls of Georgia 400 drivers to pay for other road projects. That's not fair to the 
commuters in north Fulton and Forsyth counties. They've carried more than their fair share." 

The toll portion of Georgia 400, which connects Buckhead  to Sandy Springs, was opened in 
August 1993. The tolls generate $22 million annually. The state's only other toll road, the F.J. 
Torras Causeway, connecting Brunswick and St. Simons Island, was paid for in 2003 and the toll 
booths were removed in 2006. 

The State Road and Toll Authority reported in 2009 that the toll had generated enough to repay 
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the bonds issued to construct the road, but repayment is not permitted before 2011.  This 
restriction helped the state get a lower interest rate on the bonds.  In 1993 when the Georgia 400 
extension was completed at a total cost of $271 million, the State Road and Toll Authority 
(SRTA) had a written agreement with the Georgia Department of Transportation that when the 
bonds were paid in full, Georgia 400 shall be maintained free from tolls. In 2001, this agreement 
was altered by the legislature, changing the "shall" to a "may" under  former Governor Barnes. 

The tollway authority already has the funds on hand to pay the remaining principal and interest. 

"Closing the Georgia 400 toll keeps the promise made to Georgians when it originally opened.  
Not only will this eliminate costs for Georgia drivers, it will open up a bottleneck in one of 
Atlanta's most congested areas by allowing traffic to flow freely," Deal said.   
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