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Deal will protect teachers' pensions, 

prepare students for 21st century
 

Republican candidate for governor Nathan Deal today pledged to teachers that he would protect their 
retirement pensions from a return to Barnes-style investments that would put their financial security at 
risk.

 
"Teachers have seen enough ups and downs in recent years, they've experienced enough job insecurity; the least we can do 
is give them the assurance that the state isn't loading up their pension funds with the next Enron disaster," Deal said. 
"Georgia teachers don't tell their students they can get rich working 30 minutes a day from their couches. They teach hard 
work and solid planning. As governor, that's what I promise teachers in this state: hard work and solid planning to ensure 
their retirement security. With the recent stock market crash, many states over the last two years have lost billions in 
pension investments. Even before the crash, Georgia's pension plans lost $127 billion in Enron stock alone."
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Treat teachers like family
 
Deal has worked as a strong advocate for public education throughout his career in public service. Both of his parents and 
his wife worked their entire careers as Georgia public school teachers.
 
Deal was the only Republican candidate for governor who met with the Georgia Association of Educators. "The GAE may 
not agree with everything in the Republican platform, but I felt it was critical that teacher groups know that I want to be 
their governor, and I share their passion for giving the next generation of Georgians the best possible future. I want to hear 
their ideas and their reports on the reality of the situation in our schools. As a husband who stayed up at night with his wife 
grading papers, I know that politicians' rhetoric on education doesn't always, if ever, reflect what happens in real Georgia 
classrooms. And I want teachers to know I'll be honest with them. Democrats promising teachers a Baker in every 
kitchen and a Roy's Royce in every driveway aren't shooting straight with our teachers. A 100 percent income tax on 
the full rosters of the Braves, Falcons, Hawks and Thrashers couldn't put a dent in the price tags they want to rack up. The 
idea that bingo parlors will pay for it, as one of the Democrats has suggested, doesn't line up horizontally, diagonally or 
vertically."
 
Empower local leaders to innovate
 
Deal met this morning to tape a "Real Jobs. Real People." segment with a teacher at the DaVinci Academy in Hall County, 
a charter school that operates at 60 to 70 percent of the cost of regular public schools. With no janitors, students clean up 
after themselves and parents are required to serve 20 hours each year at the school.
 
"As governor, I'll take power away from education bureaucrats and empower local leaders to cater their plans to their local 
needs and resources," Deal said. "The DaVinci model might not be right for all counties - or even for all families in Hall 
County. But it's innovative. And it's working for the students it's serving.
 
"The governor of Georgia serves as our state's ambassador. Some of my opponents focus on the negatives - but it's not 
accurate to compare our overall SAT scores to Alabama's when all of our students take it and only a select few of 
Alabama's do. We have many successes here. Let's focus on what's working, and give local officials the power to 
implement those solutions. It is our moral duty - and it aids us all -- to give Georgia's children the tools and skills they need 
to succeed in a complex, 21st century economy."

To see the video click here.
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