
Ms Mary Dawson  

Ethics Commissioner  

Re: Conflict of Interest of MP’s who are prairie grain farmers voting on Wheat Board. 

Dear Ms Dawson 

This is a formal request for an inquiry under section 27 of the Conflict of Interest Code for 
Members of the House of Commons. 

Bill C-18 will remove the single desk monopoly of the Canadian Wheat Board for the 
marketing of Wheat and Barley. As you are aware it is a controversial bill that is not 
supported by all prairie grain producers. In a recent plebiscite, the majority of western 
farmers opposed this change. 

The Minister of Agriculture and his caucus however insist that all grain producers will be 
better off without the Wheat Board single desk monopoly and will get more money for their 
grain. If this is true, should those MPs who are prairie grain farmers or whose family or 
friends are prairie grain farmers not recues themselves from the vote on Bill C-18? 

There are several MPs whose private holdings have bearing on their involvement in the 
vote on C-18, with information from the registry: 

• David Anderson, MP - “Dashe Farms inc”. In the House, Mr. Anderson elaborated 
on this holding and its relation to the Wheat Board:  
 

“We farm as well. Two years ago, we had durum in our bin. The Wheat 
Board said it would contract 60% of it. The person who was farming our 
land had found a market for the other 40% in the United States. When he 
went to the Wheat Board and said he would like to do a buy-back, 
meaning we would have to buy our own grain back to sell it, the Wheat 
Board told him “absolutely not”. When he asked why, the Wheat Board 
said it was not contracting the other 40%, so he could not sell it. When he 
asked what he was supposed to do, he was told to leave that 40% of the 
crop in the bin until next year and the Wheat Board would see if it would 
deal with it then.” Hansard, October 20, 2011 
 

• Leon Benoit, MP – “Joint ownership with spouse of a farm which produces crops, 
grains, oilseeds, and pulse crops.” 
 

• Earl Dreeshen “Co-owner with spouse of a commercial farm.”  
 

“I started farming 40 years ago so I have been filling out a Canadian 
Wheat Board permit for the last 40 years and I know the types of things 
that have happened and the concerns we have in central Alberta.” 
Hansard, October 20, 2011 

 
• Randy Hoback, MP – “Joint ownership with spouse of Canwood Farm, a grain farm 

located in Canwood, Saskatchewan” 
 



• Ted Menzies, MP – “Joint ownership with spouse of Section One Farm Ltd., 
Claresholm, Alberta” from Mr. Menzies’ website: “Ted and Sandy have operated 
Section One Farm Ltd., a 5,000 acre farm, near Claresholm, Alberta, for 30 years 
producing wheat, barley, canola, field peas, lentils, chickpeas and spice crops.” 
 

• Rob Merrifield, MP – “80% ownership interest in Merrifield Farms Ltd., a commercial 
beef, grain, and elk farm.” 
 

• Kevin Sorenson, MP – “Co-owner  with spouse of a commercial grain and beef 
farming operation in Killam, Alberta” 

Section 3(2) of the Conflict of Interest Code for Members of the House of Commons states: 

“a Member is considered to further a person’s private interests, including his or her own 
private interests, when the Member’s actions result, directly or indirectly, in any of the 
following:  

(a) an increase in, or the preservation of, the value of the person’s assets; … 

(d)  an increase in the person’s income from a source referred to in subsection 21(2); 

Furthermore, section 13 of the Code states: 

A Member shall not participate in debate on or vote on a question in which he or 
she has a private interest. 

I ask for an expedited process in ruling on this matter as the first vote of Bill C-18 is taking 
place today. We anticipate a final vote within a week or ten days.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Pat Martin, MP 

Winnipeg Centre 


