
IN THE UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

EL PASO DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA     )
                             )
v                            )  Cause No. EP-11-CR-431-FM-1
                             )            
AHMED ADIL ABDALLAT          )

DETENTION HEARING
BEFORE THE HONORABLE DAVID C. GUADARRAMA

UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
MARCH 2, 2011

APPEARANCES:

For the Government:   Mr. Greg McDonald
                      Assistant United States Attorney 
                      700 East San Antonio, Suite 200 
                      El Paso, Texas 79901

For the Defendant:    Ms. Mary Stillinger
                      Attorney at Law
                      4911 Alameda Avenue
                      El Paso, Texas 79905

Proceedings recorded by digital recording.  Transcript produced 

by Rhonda McCay, CSR, RPR, CLR.  
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(Proceedings called to order) 

THE COURT:  Court calls United States of America 

versus Ahmed Adil Abdallat, Cause Number 11-431.  

We're here for purposes of a detention hearing, 

arraignment being waived.  

I'd ask for announcements, please.  

MR. McDONALD:  Good afternoon, Your Honor.  

Greg McDonald, for the United States.  We're ready to 

proceed.  

THE COURT:  Good afternoon, Mr. McDonald.  

MS. STILLINGER:  And good afternoon, Your Honor.  

Mary Stillinger for Mr. Abdallat.

THE COURT:  Good afternoon, Ms. Stillinger.  

Mr. McDonald, do you have a witness?  

MR. McDONALD:  I do, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Who would that be?  

MR. McDONALD:  The United States would call Special 

Agent Shannon Enochs.  

MS. STILLINGER:  And, Your Honor, I would like to 

invoke the Rule.  I know there are a number of agents on this 

case in the courtroom.  

MR. McDONALD:  (Inaudible) time to present for the 

purposes of the motion to detain.  So I'm aware of her request.  

And I don't have any other anticipated witnesses.  

THE COURT:  Ms. Stillinger, were you going to call 
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them?  

MS. STILLINGER:  I may, depending on this agent's 

testimony.  

THE COURT:  All right.  So if we could have those 

agents -- do I need to invoke -- do I need to explain the Rule 

to them here, like we would normally?  

MS. STILLINGER:  Generally, the judges do.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Those of you that might be 

testifying on this case, please come on up.  Let's administer 

the oath and we will advise you as to the Rule.  

MR. McDONALD:  We'd also request that any defense 

witnesses, likewise, be subjected to the Rule.  

THE COURT:  Ms. Stillinger, any witnesses?  

MS. STILLINGER:  I have no witnesses, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  If you would just state your 

names for the records, please.  Beginning with you, ma'am.  

AGENT KLAUS:  My name is Lorena Klaus [phonetic].  

AGENT ONTIVEROS:  Joseph David Ontiveros 

[phonetic].  

THE COURT:  All right.  If you'd raise your right 

hands to receive the oath.  

(Witnesses sworn)

THE COURT:  Thank you.  You may lower your hands.  

The Rule has been invoked.  That means that -- if I 

may just explain it briefly before you go.
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The Rule has been involved.  Once you leave the 

courtroom, you cannot reenter the courtroom unless you're asked 

to do so by the Court or someone else at the Court's direction.  

In addition, you cannot discuss your testimony with 

anyone other than the attorneys, nor can you allow anyone else 

to discuss their testimony or anyone else's testimony with you.  

A violation of the Rule, of course, is punishable by contempt.  

Do you understand the Rule?  

AGENT KLAUS:  Yes, Your Honor.  

AGENT ONTIVEROS:  Yes, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  If you would 

remain outside, please.  

And, Agent, if you would go ahead and take the stand.  

MR. McDONALD:  May I proceed?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir, Mr. McDonald.  

Thank you, sir.  

AGENT SHANNON E. ENOCHS, 

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:  

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. McDONALD:  

Q. Good afternoon.  

Please state your name and spell your last name for 

record.  

A. My name is Shannon E. Enochs, E-N-O-C-H-S.

Q. And how are you employed?
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A. I'm a special agent with the FBI.

Q. And where are you currently assigned, Agent Enochs?

A. The El Paso Division.

Q. What are your duties and responsibilities there at 

the FBI?

A. I'm a special agent on the Counter Terrorism Squad 

and the Joint Terrorism Task Force.

Q. And in that capacity, you're the case agent for the 

United States of America versus Ahmed Adil Abdallat, Cause 

Number EP-11-CR-0431?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recognize Mr. Abdallat?  Is he present in the 

courtroom today?

A. Yes, he is, sir.

Q. Could you please point to him and indicate where he's 

sitting so that the record will reflect where he is in the 

courtroom.  

A. Mr. Abdallat is in a blue jumpsuit next to Ms. 

Stillinger.

Q. Okay.  And is he the only male at that table?

A. Yes, he is.

Q. Does he have any facial hair?

A. No, he does not.

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, we'd ask the record 

reflect that he's identified the defendant, Mr. Abdallat.  
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THE COURT:  All right.  The record will so reflect.  

Looks like he might have a slight mustache.  

MR. McDONALD:  Maybe not shaving as well.  

Q. (BY MR. McDONALD)  When did you -- when did you 

become acquainted with this case?

A. I became acquainted with this case in approximately 

December of 2010.

Q. In December of 2010 is when you opened the case?

A. The case was opened in July of 2010.

Q. Okay.  And who opened the case in July of 2010?

A. DHS/OIG approached the FBI, Mario Ruiz.

Q. Okay.  And for the purposes of assisting the Court, 

who may not know all these acronyms, what is the DHS/OIG?

A. Department of Homeland Security, Office of the 

Inspector General.

Q. And at that time, where did Mr. Abdallat -- where was 

he employed?

A. He was employed at Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement as a supervisory intelligence research specialist.

Q. And is that a department or agency of the Department 

of Homeland Security? 

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And does the Office of Inspector General, then, 

investigate employees who are alleged misconduct? 

A. Yes, it does.
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Q. Now, as a result of working on the case, did you and 

other agents from other agencies collect data and information 

and then share that information?

A. Yes, we do.

Q. And is that the nature of the task force?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And do some of those other agents bring their unique 

expertise and skill set, for example, with the Department of 

Homeland Security, the Inspector General's Office or ICE/OPR?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is ICE/OPR?

A. ICE/OPR is Office of Professional Responsibility.

Q. Okay.  And is that another agency within the 

Department of Homeland Security?

A. Yes, it is, sir.

Q. And do they have agents on this case that assisted in 

the investigation?

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And what was the reason that the case was opened back 

in July of 2010 by other agents? 

A. The case was brought to the attention of the FBI by 

DHS/OIG and -- because of the international nature of the case.

Q. Okay.  What was the international nature of the case?

A. The origin of the case was trying to find and 

understand the origin of three wire transfers sent to the 
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Middle East totaling $570,000.

Q. And who wire transferred $570,000 to the Middle East?

A. Mr. Abdallat.

Q. And did he do it in his own name?

A. Yes, he did.

Q. And did he do it here in El Paso?

A. Yes, he did.

Q. And are you familiar -- you and other agents, have 

you reviewed his employment history and are you aware of what 

his earning capacity is?

A. Yes.  

Q. Does the $570,000 in three wire transfers to Jordan 

cause some concern at the various agencies where he either 

works or is supervising?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. At that time did Mr. Abdallat have a security 

clearance and access to classified government documents?

A. He had a secret security clearance.

Q. And was he working -- since he was working as a 

supervisory intelligence research specialist, is it fair to say 

that his duties and responsibilities involved accessing 

classified information collected by the United States 

government?

A. Yes.  

Q. Now, as the -- as the investigation proceeded into 
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the origin of the $570,000, did that include subpoenaing or 

requesting bank records for Mr. Abdallat?

A. Yes, it did. 

Q. And did it also include looking at information that 

he had provided in both employment applications, his 

naturalization documents and background checks over the years?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. Let's focus our attention on those wire transfers.  

When were those wire transfers, those three wire transfers, to 

Jordan?  

A. May I check my notes?  

Q. Sure.  

A. (Inaudible).  

I don't have those notes -- notes with me.  It was 

over approximately a six-month period.  

Q. Okay.  And how many wire transfers?

A. There were three.

Q. Three wire transfers over a six-month period.  

Now, is it -- is wiring that kind of money to Jordan, 

is that, in and of itself, illegal activity?  

A. No, it is not.

Q. However, for an individual in a -- who has access to 

classified documents and must submit to a background 

investigation on a periodic basis, is that the sort of 

information that they are required to disclose to the federal 
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government as part of their background investigation?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And was Mr. Abdallat one of those employees that was 

required on a semi-regular basis to inform the United States 

government about any money that he had that might have been 

going overseas?

A. Yes. 

Q. What was Mr. Abdallat's pay grade? 

A. He is a GS-14.

Q. And he had been employed with the federal government 

since about 1995?

A. Correct.

Q. And he's had periodic increases in pay grade and 

steps along the way?

A. Correct.

Q. Now, as part of the investigation, did you or other 

agents review his work e-mails?

A. Yes, we did.

Q. And what was the purpose of reviewing his work 

e-mails?

A. Reviewing the e-mails indicated -- was one of the 

stepping stones of discovering travel voucher fraud.

Q. Okay.  Let's talk about that travel voucher fraud.  

Reviewing his e-mails led you to what sort of 

evidence or information?  
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A. Reviewing the e-mails led to us pulling, through 

ICE/OPR, his travel vouchers that he had submitted to the 

government.  It was a stepping stone to the investigation.

Q. And is this investigation still active and ongoing?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. Is there still a forensic accounting that is trying 

to be done on his travel vouchers?

A. Yes.  

Q. And was there a period of time where he was traveling 

on temporary duty from El Paso to Washington, D.C.?

A. He conducted multiple TDYs to Washington, D.C.

Q. And what time frame was that?

A. 2008.  2009.

Q. This is around the same time that he's wire 

transferred the money to Jordan?

A. Correct.   

Q. So what was the extent?  What's the approximate 

extent of the TDY voucher fraud that's been uncovered thus far 

in the investigation? 

A. It is only an approximate value because we are still 

investigating, but it's around $120,000 so far.

Q. Okay.  It's around 123- -- $120,000.  

Does that explain or did that investigation reveal 

the source of where Mr. Abdallat might have acquired $570,000?  

A. No, it doesn't.
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Q. In fact, did you continue to investigate what he did 

with that $120,000, plus or minus, that he received from the 

voucher fraud?

A. Yes, we did.

Q. And what did you determine?

A. We determined that the defendant had -- he had gained 

the money.  And as part of it, he had returned some of the 

money to people in Washington, D.C. that had helped him on the 

travel voucher fraud.

Q. And were those other ICE employees?

A. Yes, they were.

Q. And were those other ICE employees, are they subject 

to proceedings in another jurisdiction?

A. Correct. 

Q. And what was the approximate portion of the 

$120,000-plus that Mr. Abdallat received from this TDY voucher 

fraud scheme that was forwarded to those in the other 

jurisdictions?

A. Currently, we estimate approximately $58,000.

Q. So that further cuts into a possible explanation of 

where he might have received the 570,000?

A. Correct.   

Q. As part of your investigation, did you go all the way 

back -- or did you attempt to go all the way back to when Mr. 

Abdallat gained employment in the United States?
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A. Yes, we obtained some records.

Q. And why did you do that?

A. We're attempting to obtain a history of the defendant 

up till now.

Q. Would it have been possible that if Mr. Abdallat was 

independently wealthy or -- prior to 1995, when he was, you 

know, started working with the government, if he had this money 

in his possession, would those sums have appeared on his 

background checks and other documents that he provided to the 

government in his initial employment screening and in his 

annual five-year update?

A. Yes.  

Q. And did you find any evidence of that? 

A. We found no evidence.

Q. In fact, didn't you find that there were a lot of 

disputed issues about Mr. Abdallat that were raised over the 

years ever since his initial employment?

A. Correct.  

Q. In fact, isn't there a significant issue of dispute 

about how he left the Jordanian Air Force?

A. Correct.   

Q. Initially, when he applied to come to the United 

States and file his initial immigration papers, you have his 

A-file as part of the investigation, correct?

A. We do have it. 
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Q. And he did immigrate lawfully to the United States in 

the early 1990s, correct?

A. Yes, he did.

Q. And at that time he indicated that he was retired 

from the Jordanian Air Force?

A. That's correct.

Q. And in fact, when he applied for employment with the 

United States, there is a 1990 letter on file in his background 

check from the Jordanian Air Force reflecting that he retired 

as a full colonel?

A. Correct.   

Q. Now, was that an issue, though, in subsequent 

background checks?

A. It was a big issue.

Q. Why?

A. Because in multiple interviews, Mr. Abdallat denied 

receiving a pension from the Jordanian government, from the 

Jordanian military, and where he constantly contradicted 

himself in later interviews.

Q. And you have reviewed a history from '95, from 2000, 

and then a five-year update in 2005?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then did you have the opportunity to review a 

file in 2006 where Mr. Abdallat was informed that his request 

for a top secret security clearance was denied?
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A. Yes.  

Q. And, in fact, in that document that they provided him 

with, an approximately nine-page statement of what they -- what 

they'd perceived as his untruthful statements on this issue and 

others involving foreign involvement?

A. Yes, they did.

Q. And so Mr. Abdallat was aware, at least in 2006 and 

in the years before it, as he was being asked to complete 

interrogatories and other documents back and forth about this 

issue of how -- under what circumstances he left the Jordanian 

Air Force?

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I'm going to object to 

the leading.  I mean, it's been pretty constant, and I know we 

can allow for some of it, but it is -- I'm going to object as 

being a little too leading, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. McDonald, I realize the 

Rules of Evidence don't apply, but maybe we shouldn't lead that 

much.  

MR. McDONALD:  I will try not to lead, Your Honor.  

Q. (BY MR. McDONALD)  Why -- why would being retired 

versus resigned be an issue to the government?

A. It shows ties to a foreign government, foreign 

interest.  It shows ties to another country, and it questions 

the loyalty to the United States.

Q. Okay.  And on an initial application on the issue of 
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retirement, what was Mr. Abdallat's response?

A. Can you state that again.  

Q. Yes.  Did Mr. Abdallat, in any earlier documents, 

ever claim that he had received retirement payments from the 

Jordanian Air Force?  

A. In an earlier interview, he indicated he was 

receiving approximately $700.  It didn't say the time period of 

that $700, but he did state that he was living off that income 

in an interview.

Q. Prior to his employment with the United States?

A. Correct.   

Q. And then, after it became an issue, did Mr. 

Abdallat's response start to change?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. What was his new response?

A. He denied receiving a pension from the Jordanian 

government.

Q. And did he indicate, though, that some money was 

coming in to himself or others?

A. Yes.  In later interviews, he attempted to explain 

that money had -- was now going to his mother.  But the amount 

had changed as well.

Q. Okay.  So he -- he just changed his position from 

retired to resigned and no money to "I don't get the money, my 

mother does"?
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A. He attempted to explain to an OPM, Office of 

Professional Management -- actually, I'm not sure OPM -- 

Q. Okay. 

A. He attempted to talk to another investigator, and he 

said there was a cultural misunderstanding, that -- that he 

wanted to present himself in a good light.

Q. Okay.  Well, let's go back then.  Let's look at 

another issue that was -- that came up over the years, 

the having owned or having property in Jordan.  Was that an 

issue in some of his early background screenings?  

A. Yes, it was an issue.

Q. Was that an issue in his 1997 divorce?

A. Yes, it was.

Q. And have you had the opportunity, as part of the 

investigation and the background check that was made, to look 

at his voluntary statements made during the course of his 

divorce?

A. Yes, I have.  One of the topics that was covered was 

Mr. Abdallat had several photographs of apartment complexes and 

buildings in Amman, Jordan.  And on the back of the 

photographs, he had written personal statements on them. 

Q. And who were those photographs given to?

A. They were given to his son.

Q. And was that before, during or after the divorce?

A. I'm not sure.
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Q. Okay.  How did the government come in possession of 

them?

A. They came in possession through the ex-wife.

Q. Okay.  And the ex-wife, was she ever an employee at 

the time?

A. Yes, she was.

Q. And did she provide this [inaudible] information 

about Mr. Abdallat?

A. Yes, she did.

Q. And was Mr. Abdallat made aware of that information 

and confronted with it?

A. Yes, he was.

Q. Did that -- did that include these -- these 

photographs, did the -- did the depictions on the back written 

by Mr. Abdallat, did he ever deny that he had made those 

annotations on the back and that was his writing?

A. No, he never denied that.

Q. Did he ever admit that he owned the property?

A. No.  He contested it.

Q. Okay.  Well, what was the -- did the statements 

indicate that he might own or at least have an interest in it?

A. The statements on the photographs indicated that he 

had either ownership or part ownership of the buildings in the 

picture.  The way they were written to his son, they are 

saying, basically, This will be part of your future, part of 
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your inheritance; you won't have to rely on other sources of 

income.  So he did indicate some ownership of it.  

Q. Okay.  And he was -- he was divorced.  In 1998, was 

when it was final.  Was there also an issue of some money being 

transferred to Jordan during the pendency of the divorce?  

A. There was.  The defendant had $28,000 in another 

account that he had transferred to Jordan.

Q. And did he transfer that when -- after the Court in 

the divorce had already entered an order saying not to transfer 

funds to any third parties during the pendency of the divorce 

proceedings?

A. Yes, he did.

Q. And did the government come into contact of -- or 

come into receipt, through the ex-wife, of the bank statement 

from Texas Commerce?

A. Yes, we did.

Q. And did Mr. Abdallat ever deny that he had 

transferred that money to his brother in Jordan?

A. No, he never denied that.

Q. But did he ever declare on his background that he had 

access to the funds and his name was on the account? 

A. No.

Q. He never declared that 28,000?

A. No.  

Q. Now, in the final decree of divorce, is -- is that 
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$28,000 mentioned or resolved in any way by the -- by the final 

decree?

A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. So was it an issue that somehow or another got worked 

out?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. But after the divorce, it became an issue with the 

government?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. Now, how often does -- Mr. Abdallat and other persons 

that have security clearances, how often are they required to 

update their background checks?

A. Five years is the standard.

Q. And when -- you've had an opportunity to review those 

applications for security clearances?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. What is the most recent application for a background 

check?

A. 2010.

Q. And in 2010, was that background check requested by 

you or other agents as part of the investigation?

A. Yes, it was.

Q. Was the -- was the taking -- was the completing of 

the forms requested by you or was a copy of the --

A. A copy was furnished to us.  The background 
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investigation was on its own.

Q. You or other agents who participated in the 

investigation didn't have any influence on asking that a 

background be done?

A. Not at all.  It was part of his normal routine, part 

of the job.

Q. When did you have the first opportunity to review 

that recent background form, from October of 2010?

A. We received it yesterday afternoon.

Q. And is that part of your ongoing and continued 

investigation?

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. On that form, completed in October 2010, did Mr. 

Abdallat make any disclosure or acknowledgement of the foreign 

bank accounts or the transfer of the $570,000 a year earlier?

A. No, he did not.

Q. Did he make any disclosure of advice, support or 

financing to anyone associated with a foreign business as 

requested in question 20-A-1?

A. No, he did not.

Q. In fact, he was requested, though, to disclose 

foreign travel?

A. Yes.  

Q. Did Mr. Abdallat disclose the travel that's alleged 

in the indictment on that October 2010 form?
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A. He's missing travel, a foreign travel that is not 

listed there.

Q. Now, as part of the investigation, was a search 

warrant executed on his residence and office?

A. We executed a search warrant on his residence on 

February 4th, 2011.

Q. Did you recover items of evidentiary value?

A. Yes, we did.  We recovered financial documents, and 

we also found multiple passports. 

Q. Okay.  Let's talk about those items of evidentiary 

value seized.  Approximately, how many boxes of items were 

recovered and removed from his residence on October the 4th?  

A. Approximately 29 boxes and several bags.

Q. And are those still being analyzed?

A. It is an ongoing process, yes.

Q. Are some of those documents in a foreign language?

A. Many of the documents are in a foreign language and 

need to be translated.

Q. And is that going be a time-consuming process?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. Did you also recover passports?  

A. Yes, we did.

Q. Did you recover -- let's talk about the United States 

passports recovered.  How many did you recover?  

A. Two diplomatic passports.
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Q. Okay. 

A. There were others as well, like an official passport.  

And then, of course, there was the personal passport that he 

had.  I don't have the exact number of the others.

Q. Okay.  What's the -- he has -- were both diplomatic 

passports in effect right now?

A. There was only one that was current.

Q. Okay.  And the other one was expired?

A. Correct.  

Q. And when was Mr. Abdallat in a diplomatic assignment 

or capacity?

A. He was assigned to the ICE attache in Riyadh, Saudi 

Arabia, approximately from 2005 to 2008.

Q. And is that the time period covered by those two 

diplomatic passports?

A. Yes.  Although the second passport expiration is 

later, but it -- the diplomatic passport is supposed to be 

turned in at the end of the diplomatic mission.

Q. Okay.  Now, in the indictment, there are eight counts 

of misuse of a diplomatic passport, and those are essentially 

four trips into and out of Jordan?

A. Correct.   

Q. Were his passports reviewed to see how many entrance 

and exit stamps were in there from foreign countries?

A. Yes.  We did a cursory count. 
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Q. And what was the cursory count in the diplomatic 

passport?  The current one?

A. The current one is approximately 31 stamps.

Q. Now, at this point in the investigation, is it 

possible to tell if any of those -- if some of those stamps are 

related to official travel or not?  

A. It's still an ongoing process.  It's actually a very 

detailed analysis, and we requested assistance from the 

Department of State.

Q. Okay.  And you have a Department of State agent on 

the Joint Terrorism Task Force?

A. Yes, we do.  A diplomatic security agent.

Q. Okay.  And has he been assisting in that 

investigation?

A. Yes, he has.

Q. Now, what -- what have you done with that passport?  

Where is it now?

A. We forwarded it to a visa analysis unit with the 

Department of State for analysis.  

Q. Now -- so they can -- do they read those stamps?

A. Yes.  They are going to read it, analyze it and 

forward us the results.

Q. Now, when a person is using a diplomatic passport, 

what, if any, restrictions are placed on them when they enter a 

country?
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A. For example -- 

Q. For example, can you enter a country that you just 

want to go visit? 

A. No.  Before you actually go to the country where 

you're supposed to be assigned or any kind of country where 

you're actually under the diplomatic umbrella, you're supposed 

to get a country clearance before you go.

Q. And the country clearance is permission -- 

A. It's granted by the ambassador of an embassy.

Q. Okay.  By the United States Ambassador?

A. Correct.   

Q. And so one of the items that's being checked in this 

investigation would need to be how many times was Mr. Abdallat 

given country clearance to enter various countries, if he was 

there on official assignment?

A. Correct.   

Q. And has he ever been given country clearance to enter 

Jordan on a diplomatic passport? 

A. No, he has not.

Q. Now, on the expired diplomatic passport, 

approximately how many entry and exit stamps are in that 

document?

A. That one is valid for about two years, and there are 

approximately 35 stamps.

Q. And so is the investigation also going to look at and 

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Enochs - Direct 26

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 26 of 148



analyze those stamps and check it for country clearance as 

well?

A. Yes, we are.

Q. So is it possible, then, that in that one area alone 

the possible misuse of diplomatic passport, that there could be 

more charges pending?

A. There could be more charges pending.  There is a lot 

more analysis that needs to be done.

Q. Okay.  And in that official passport, that's when 

you're on government duties but not that rise to the level of a 

diplomat?

A. Correct.   

Q. And did Mr. Abdallat have entrance and exit stamps in 

those documents as well?

A. Yes, he did.

Q. Do you have the number? 

A. I do not have an exact number, no.

Q. Approximately?

A. I believe approximately 21, last time I looked at it.

Q. And the same analysis is going to be there to see if 

there is orders or assignments given to go to those countries?

A. Correct.  

Q. Now, did Mr. Abdallat also have a personal passport 

that he could use for personal travel and personal pleasure? 

A. Yes.  He had a personal passport.
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Q. And was that still a valid one that is good for ten 

years?

A. Yes, he has a current. 

Q. And how many entry and exit stamps did Mr. Abdallat 

have in his personal passport? 

A. He had none. 

Q. Did he have any visas, like permission from 

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, to enter Jordan as a tourist, 

a visa that would be good for six months or a year or some time 

period?

A. He had none.

Q. Now, did you find any evidence of passports issued by 

other countries during the execution of the search warrant on 

the 4th of February 2011 here El Paso, Texas?

A. We found two Jordanian passports.

Q. And were those valid or expired?

A. They were expired. 

Q. When did the last Jordanian passport expire?

A. In 2003.

Q. In 2003.  

Does that passport have any entrance and exit stamps 

in it indicating foreign travel during the period that it was 

valid?  

A. None that I'm aware of.

Q. Is that also being sent off for analysis?
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A. Yes, it is.

Q. How long was that passport valid?  Do you know?

A. For five years, from 1998 to 2003.

Q. And that was after Mr. Abdallat had already been 

naturalized as a US citizen? 

A. Yes.  He was naturalized, I think, approximately 

1993.

Q. And that was after Mr. Abdallat had secured 

employment with the United States?

A. Correct.  I think he entered in 1995.

Q. In his 2000, his 2005 or his 2010 background check, 

did Mr. Abdallat ever inform the United States government that 

he had -- he had that second Jordanian passport in his 

possession?

A. No, he did not.

Q. And is that a specific question? 

A. It is a very specific question.

Q. And is that the sort of question that would or would 

not lead to the granting of a security clearance and access to 

classified information?

A. Correct.  It was one of the factors leading to 

denying him a TS, a top secret.

Q. So as recently as October 2010, had they changed some 

of the questions on the background check?

A. Yes.  Some of the questions have been updated. 
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Q. And in the previous -- what was the question, 

basically, styled like in the previous versions of the 

background check?

A. The question was very similar.  It just asks if he 

had ever been issued a foreign passport.

Q. Okay.  When they do a background check, sometimes 

they ask for a previous seven years --

A. Right. 

Q. -- or the previous ten years?

A. Most of the older ones ask for a time of seven years.  

The newest one, the 2010, asks have you ever been issued?  

Q. And so in his 2010, did he even -- did he even 

indicate that he had that earlier passport that he came here on 

in the early 1990s before he was naturalized?

A. No, he did not.

Q. Now, on February the 4th, 2011, was Mr. Abdallat 

confronted by you or other agents in the federal government and 

asked to -- and asked to make a statement?

A. Yes, he was.

Q. Was he advised of his constitutional rights and 

warnings?

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. And did you -- did he waive those rights and agree to 

speak with you or other agents about the allegations?

A. Yes, he did.
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Q. And did he talk about the TDY fraud scheme?

A. Yes.  Mr. Abdallat admitted to the travel voucher 

fraud.

Q. And to what extent did he admit his complicity in the 

travel voucher fraud scheme? 

I mean, did he give a dollar amount or a time frame?  

A. I don't recall off the top of my head.  I would have 

to review the interview, which I don't have with me.

Q. You didn't interview -- 

A. I wasn't -- I did not conduct the interview.

Q. Other agents did? 

A. Other agents did.

Q. And they would have made a report about that?

A. Correct.  There is a report. 

Q. And he did admit those (inaudible).  Did he -- the 

indictment is $1,000 -- greater than $1,000.  Did he admit 

that?  

A. Yes, he did.

Q. And just for the Court's edification, exactly how was 

the scheme perpetrated?

A. Mr. Abdallat was working with at least two other 

individuals in Washington, D.C., one of them being the Acting 

Assistant Director of Intelligence, James Woosley.  Mr. Woosley 

was the approver of a system called the WebTA.  Basically, he 

was the approver for Mr. Abdallat to go to Washington, D.C. 
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Mr. Abdallat would then go to D.C., conduct a TDY, 

whether it was a 30-day temporary duty in Washington, D.C., 

and -- this is just the very basics of it.  He would -- he 

would stay with a friend for 30 days, but he would claim on the 

travel voucher that he had stayed at like a Marriott hotel.  

And we ended up grand jury subpoenaing a hotel just 

to verify that.  

But he would then claim that he had stayed at the 

hotel.  It was a doctored statement that one of the two 

individuals in D.C. had worked on.  And then he would turn it 

into the travel voucher system and claim like -- for example, 

one indication, he claimed over $6,000 in lodging.  

Q. And you subpoenaed the bank -- the hotel records to 

see if he really stayed at that room during that time frame?

A. We did.  And they came back and told us that he had 

never stayed there at that time.

Q. As part of that same grand jury subpoena request 

about the room, did you ask -- also ask for information about 

his Marriott Rewards membership?

A. We did.  But I don't recall the exact information on 

the Marriott Reward system for the stay at that hotel.

Q. Okay.  Well, did you receive information about his 

Marriott Rewards card, in general? 

A. Yes, we did.  Just -- just within the last day, we 

received -- it was through a subpoena, actually.  Well, let me 
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start over.  

We received information that he -- in August of 2008, 

he had requested a Marriott Rewards card while he was staying 

just one night in London.  

Q. Okay.  And on that -- the information, did you 

receive that information about his enrollment form from the 

Marriott hotel people?

A. Yes, we did.

Q. And what was the home address that Mr. Abdallat gave 

in August of 2008 when he enrolled with Marriott Rewards 

program?

A. The home address was to Amman, Jordan. 

Q. And at that time, August of 2008, where was Mr. 

Abdallat supposed to be living?

A. He was stationed in Riyadh with the ICE attache at 

the American Embassy.

Q. So his duty assignment was in Saudi Arabia?

A. Correct.   

Q. And as recently as your review of his most recent 

background check, did he ever list -- in October of 2010, when 

he filed his background check, did ever give the Amman, Jordan, 

home address as someplace that he had lived in the preceding 

seven years, as required by the form that he signed under oath?

A. It was never listed.

Q. In fact, he indicated that he was in Saudi Arabia 
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during that time?  On the -- I'm sorry -- his background check.  

A. On the background check, it was listed, yes.

Q. He never listed Amman, Jordan, on his background 

check for that time period?

A. Correct.   

Q. In fact, did that document from Marriott also show 

another overseas travel? 

A. He stayed, I believe, four nights.

Q. Where?

A. In -- I don't want to -- may I check my notes?  I do 

believe I have that one.  

Amsterdam, Netherlands.  

Q. And when was that?

A. That was July 18th, 2009 to July 22nd, 2009.

Q. That was a little over a year before he filed his 

most recent background check in October of 2010.  Is that 

four-day stay in Amsterdam reflected on his foreign travel on 

his background check?

A. No, it is not.

Q. Now, additionally, during the search, you received 

another -- you took these passports and you talked about what 

you found there.  Did you also take any financial documents?

A. We found some copies of his old travel vouchers, and 

we found -- we found a lot of bank statements written in Arabic 

from an Arab Bank in Amman, Jordan.
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Q. Okay.  A branch of the Arab Bank in Amman, Jordan?

A. Correct.   

Q. And they are written in Arabic.  And who do they 

reflect as the account holder?  

A. They reflect the defendant as account holder for at 

least -- at least one of the documents, if not all of them.

Q. Okay.  And let's describe the bank accounts.  First 

off, had you ever seen any indication of these bank accounts on 

any -- on any of his background checks that he had filed over 

the years?  

A. No.  

Q. So how much is reflected in these accounts? 

A. There are -- there is multiple papers.  In one of the 

accounts, it lists, in 2008, an account having 437,000 US 

dollars.  And there is another bank statement in February 12th, 

2010, and it is actually a request by Ahmed Adil Abdallat to be 

paid to himself, Ahmed Adil Abdallat, from an account for a 

Jordanian dinar amount of 878,412.

I did an open source check to see how much of that 

money -- how much money that would be in US dollars.  Today's 

value, not 2010, that's $1.2 million. 

Q. And those two accounts alone, they were never 

disclosed on any of his background checks?

A. They were never disclosed.  Even though there is at 

least one, if not more, questions addressing it in his 
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background investigation.

Q. And is there any indication how Mr. Abdallat may have 

acquired such vast amounts of money in Jordan?

A. No, there is no indication.

Q. Is there -- are you able to do a forensic analysis 

and tracing through the Arab Bank, Jordan -- Amman, Jordan 

branch? 

A. There is a lot of documentation for us to go through.  

The forensic investigation is -- of his finances is still 

ongoing.  But at this time, we cannot explain why there is such 

an amount of money based off his salary or living expenses.

Q. And prior to the discovery of these documents during 

the search warrant on February the 4th, 2011, any indication 

that he had this much money overseas?

A. No.  

Q. Was -- during the interview with Mr. Abdallat on 

February the 4th, his voluntary interview, was he confronted 

with this information?

A. Yes, I believe he was.

Q. Okay.  On that interview or on subsequent interviews 

or both?

A. I believe both.  But I wasn't there at the primary 

interview, so I can't go into details about that.

Q. What was his response, if any?

A. He didn't acknowledge the -- he didn't acknowledge 
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any foreign bank accounts.

Q. Even when confronted with these papers?

A. I'm not sure.  

Q. Now, are these the -- are these papers, have they -- 

have they been officially translated yet?

A. No.  They haven't been officially translated.  We do 

have an Arabic speaker on our Counter Terrorism Squad, and he 

has done just a very unofficial translation of these documents.

Q. Okay.  But the 878,412 Jordanian dinars, which you 

say under today's exchange rate is $1.2 million, that is a 

document requesting a financial institution to issue him a 

check?

A. Correct.

Q. Out of this account?

A. Yes.  

Q. So he, at least, has control of that account?

A. He has control of that account.

Q. And he has the statements for the other accounts and 

he is being listed on the letterhead as a person that the 

information is being sent to or shared with?

A. Yes.  

Q. Is he listed by name or by American address? 

A. He is listed by name.

Q. And is there an American address that these bank 

statements from the Arab Bank, Jordanian branch, were being 
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sent to?

A. We found no American address.

Q. So all the addresses were in Jordan or in other 

countries?

A. They were in Jordan.

Q. And Mr. Abdallat has traveled to Jordan frequently?

A. Yes.  

Q. As recently as December the 11th, 2010, he left 

Jordan?

A. Correct.   

Q. Is it possible for Mr. -- for your investigation, in 

light of reviewing the 2010 background check, to additionally 

ask the grand jury to charge Mr. Abdallat with providing false 

information under oath on his background check?

A. Yes.  

Q. Are you aware if Mr. Abdallat has a current Jordanian 

passport? 

A. No.  We are not aware if he has a current Jordanian 

passport.

Q. Has there been efforts made to determine if he has 

one or not? 

A. We have started that process.

Q. And is that a cumbersome process?

A. Yes, it is.  Any time you have an international angle 

to it, it takes a long time. 
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Q. And Mr. Abdallat, does he come from a small or a 

large family? 

A. He comes from a large family.

Q. And is there an indication -- is there any indication 

that any of his family members may or may not hold positions in 

the Jordanian government?

A. According to Mr. Abdallat, during the interview, he 

admitted to his family members, at least one, being in the 

Jordanian government.

Q. Does that -- prior to today's hearing, did that 

hinder your ability to disclose or to make an official request 

for information from the Jordanians for fear that it might get 

back to Mr. Abdallat?

A. Correct.  

Q. Now that he's -- now that he's arrested and you're 

seeking his detention, they're aware of it on an official 

level?

A. On an official level, there is.

Q. In light of the information and the statements that 

you've reviewed, do you consider Mr. Abdallat to be a risk of 

flight?

A. Absolutely, yes.

Q. Let's talk about his ties to the community.  Doesn't 

he own property here?  

A. Yes.  Mr. Abdallat does own property here.
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Q. What does he own?

A. At least one property that I'm aware of, a property 

on Boulder Ridge.

Q. And does he live there?

A. No, he does not.  It's rented.

Q. Okay.  So he owns one home that he rents out. 

How about family here in El Paso?  

A. He has -- he is divorced.  He has an ex-wife and a 

son.

Q. How old is his son? 

A. I think approximately 30.  I don't remember his exact 

date of birth.

Q. Okay.  Does he have a relationship with his son? 

A. As far as we know, actually, he does not.

Q. Okay.  So he's estranged from his son?

A. Yes.  

Q. And his ex-wife, is that a cordial ongoing 

relationship? 

A. No.

Q. Does he have a girlfriend or someone that he lives 

with?

A. Yes, he lives with -- 

Q. A long-time relationship?

A. Yes.  

Q. And does she appear in his background checks and 
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information over the years?

A. Yes, she does.

Q. What's her name?

A. Cynthia Nations. 

Q. So other than one home that he rents out and an 

estranged son and a girlfriend, does he have any other ties 

that would keep him in El Paso?

A. None that I'm aware of.

Q. In addition to the charges that have been filed, is 

there an active ongoing investigation into the possibility of 

money laundering?

A. Yes, there is.

Q. And have you, to date, in the investigation, 

uncovered any explanation for how Mr. Ahmed Abdallat may have 

acquired $1.2 million in one account, 435,000 in another, wired 

570-, and has come across that amount of money?

A. No, we haven't discovered that yet.

Q. Does he have any money here in the United States?

A. We are aware of two bank accounts, and we're only 

aware of one bank account having money in it.

Q. And how much is that?

A. The Bank of America account, last we checked, it is a 

little dated, he had $120,000 in savings and $10,000 in 

checking.  

Q. Even if you -- is it possible to do a forensic 
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accounting to determine how much a person could have possibly 

saved from their salary over these 15 years and see if a person 

could have accumulated upwards of $2 million like that?  

A. It is possible.  Although, it is very technical.  So 

we requested help from our headquarters.

Q. So a person would have to take out their tax 

liability -- 

A. All of their --

Q. -- their benefits, other costs?

A. Correct.   

Q. And then, at some point, you might be able -- a 

forensic accountant might be able to say that a person could 

save aggressively X percent of their annual income?

A. Correct.   

Q. Is that -- in what you've seen so far, is that any 

explanation for how Mr. Abdallat could have accumulated this 

kind of cash?

MS. STILLINGER:  I'm going to object to his answering 

himself.  That would be speculation only.  

THE COURT:  Well, unless -- unless some accountant 

told him this, I would sustain that objection.  

You can lay a foundation as to how you could have the 

information.  

Q. (BY MR. McDONALD)  Have you and other case agents, 

since you've been involved in the case, discussed this -- the 
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possible origin of these funds?

A. We've discussed it to a great extent.

Q. And in your discussions, has there ever been a 

discussion that perhaps it was all just from an aggressive 

savings plan?

A. We've discussed it.  We've taken a look at his 

salary, which at this point is over $100,000.  We've tried to 

take a look at, you know, he has CDs at the banks.  We've tried 

to -- just us, non-accounts, we've tried to piece together how 

he could attain that much money.  And it is not 100 percent 

conclusive, but we have no idea how he got that much money, 

even considering a TDY in Riyadh.

Q. Even considering the several years that he spent in 

Saudi Arabia, that's still [inaudible]?

A. No, it's not.

Q. And is that a continuing source of the investigation, 

a question that you're trying to answer, where the money came 

from?

A. Yes, it's a priority.

Q. Now, have you spoken with -- as part of the 

investigation, have you spoken with the agents from DHS or -- 

I'm sorry -- with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Office 

of Professional Responsibility about Mr. Abdallat's future?

A. Yes, we have.

Q. And because he was indicted, what does that do to his 
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employment status?

A. He was first suspended on administrative leave, paid.  

But once he was arrested, he will be -- he won't be paid 

anymore.

Q. And what about termination proceedings? 

A. I would have to let ICE up here to talk about that.  

But it's my belief that he was going to be terminated, but I 

don't have details on that.

Q. And so would that -- would that happen separately and 

apart from a criminal proceeding?

A. Correct.   

Q. And the money in the bank here in El Paso, what's the 

status of that checking account, the $120,000?

A. We issued a freeze letter within the last several 

days, and I believe today we are serving the -- a seizure 

warrant on that money.

Q. So that money is going to be seized by the federal 

government -- or the attempts are going to be made?

A. Correct.   

Q. So is there any other indications that would lead you 

to believe that Mr. Abdallat would stay in the jurisdiction, if 

he's -- doesn't have a job and is estranged from his son and 

has no money here and all of his monies are overseas?

A. There is no indication.  The only thing that we're 

fairly certain is that -- is that there is at least $1 million 
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waiting for him in Amman, Jordan.

Q. Is there also real property?

A. Yes, there is.

Q. Have you ever seen discussions or indications that he 

might be involved in various property and financial ventures 

with other members of his family?

A. Yes.  

Q. Is there any accounting or differentiation of what 

portion of the money may be his and what may be the family 

trust or partnership agreement?

A. Can you reword that?  I'm not certain what you're 

asking.

Q. Yes.  During the course of the -- of the discussions 

[inaudible] about his security clearance, internally with ICE, 

Mr. Abdallat has indicated that money belonged to other family 

members?  

A. Well, there's two parts and there's at least one bank 

account that is indicated that he is one of the family members 

that has access to that account.  It's one of several accounts 

that we're analyzing right now.

Q. So there is no way to tell what portion is 100 

percent his and what portion he controls on behalf of others?

A. On at least that one specific account, yes.

Q. But either way, whether he has it personally or 

whether he controls it, that was a question on his most recent 
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background check? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. And was he -- was he candid and truthful with ICE 

when he filled out that document in October 2010?

A. No, he was not.

MR. McDONALD:  I pass the witness.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, Mr. McDonald.  

Ms. Stillinger.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MS. STILLINGER:  

Q. Agent Enochs, you've just testified that you have 

seen no indication that Mr. Abdallat would stick around if he 

were released on bond, correct?

A. You're asking me if I've seen any indication that he 

would stay?  

Q. Right.  I think -- I think Mr. McDonald just asked 

you that question, didn't he -- 

A. Yeah.

Q. -- if there is any indication that he would stay?  

A. Well, aside from he's covering the fact that he does 

have a girlfriend here.

Q. Okay.  And he owns real property here, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  Well, let's talk about the fact that he knew 

he was under investigation as of February the 4th, correct?
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A. Correct.   

Q. And that was made very clear to him on February the 

4th, wasn't it?

A. I don't know what Mr. Abdallat was thinking.

Q. I'm sorry?

A. I don't know if it was clear to him.  That's a 

question for him, not me.

Q. I asked if it was made clear to him.  

A. We conducted a search warrant on February 4th, 2011.  

He was present and he was interviewed by other agents, correct.

Q. [Inaudible] interview him?

A. I don't have the sheet in front of me, but I know 

that FBI Agent Mario Ruiz was there from my side of the house.

Q. Okay.  

A. But I don't have the interview in front of me and I 

wasn't there.  I was at his residence.  So I would have to find 

the documentation for you.

Q. Okay.  You were at his residence on February the 4th, 

correct?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And that -- Mr. Abdallat was at his residence 

on February the 4th, wasn't he?

A. He was at the beginning, and then he left --

Q. Okay.

A. -- with the other agents.
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Q. Okay.  He left in the company of other agents?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And that's Mario Ruiz and who else?  Do you 

know? 

A. I don't know who else was present.  I mean, I think 

some other -- I mean, I know there are other people there, but 

I wasn't there, so....

Q. Okay.  So you wouldn't have any idea?

A. Well, I know Mario was there, but that's all I'm for 

certain.

Q. Do you know if Joan Dennis [phonetic] was there?

A. I believe he was.  I would have to ask him to be 

sure.

Q. Okay.  And Joan Dennis is the DHS/OIG agent that was 

in here at the beginning of the hearing, correct?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  Okay.  On February the 4th, how many agents 

went to Mr. Abdallat's house? 

A. I don't have an exact number.  At least ten.  At 

least.

Q. Okay.  And did you speak to Mr. Abdallat?  And I'm 

not talking about the present interview that took place later, 

but I'm just saying, at his house, did you speak to him?  

A. We didn't have a conversation.  I mean, I think -- I 

mean, I might have said like a word or something.  But we 
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didn't have a conversation, if that's what you're asking.

Q. Well, I want to know if you know what Mr. Abdallat 

was told when agents, I guess, knocked on his door.  He comes 

to the door.  What is he told about what's going on?

A. He's told that we have a search warrant on his 

residence.

Q. Okay.  And do you ask him to step outside?  What 

happens with Mr. Abdallat?

A. We ask him to step outside.  Agents enter the 

residence, and we do a safety clear to make sure there is no 

one else present.  And then he was interviewed by other agents, 

and we gave him a copy of the search warrant.

Q. Okay.  And are you aware that that day he was also 

given a letter that said that he was being put on 

administrative leave with pay?

A. Yes.  

Q. Okay.  But you are not aware whether anybody told 

him, specifically, "You are under investigation"?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  I'm just asking you because my -- I started 

this line of questioning asking, he was made aware he was under 

investigation that day?  And it seems like you're not sure he 

was made aware that day that he was under investigation. 

A. I mean, I don't know if he was literally, word by 

word, told that.  But I mean, he was [inaudible] for an 
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interview by other agents.

Q. Okay.  I can ask them about the interview then.  

And then, Agent Enochs, how long were agents at Mr. 

Abdallat's home?  

A. Approximate time?  

Q. Yes.  

A. I think until around 2:00.  

Q. And when did you arrive?

A. What time did we get there?  In the morning.  I think 

it was 8:00 or 9:00.  I'd have to check my records as to when 

we exactly entered or exited the premise.  But that morning.  

Q. So maybe five to six hours you were at his house?

A. I mean, approximately, yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  During that time, Mr. Abdallat returned to his 

home?

A. At the end.

Q. Okay.  And I understand that you were not -- you were 

not present for the interview.  But do you know whether Mr. 

Abdallat voluntarily went with those agents to be interviewed?  

A. Yes, it was voluntary.  He was asked.

Q. Okay.  And do you know whether Mr. Abdallat ever 

submitted to any other interviews after February the 4th, 

before the date of his arrest, which was last Thursday?

A. Let's see.  I don't know if it was the same day he 

also -- he also did an interview with our polygrapher.
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Q. Okay.  With your -- the FBI's -- 

A. With -- 

Q. -- polygraph examiner? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay.  Do you know when that was?

A. No.  

Q. Okay.  You know that it was not on February the 4th, 

though, correct?

A. Actually, I'm not sure when it was.  I wasn't present 

at that either.

Q. Okay.  And you played no role in contacting him to 

ask if he would come in to do that polygraph exam; is that 

right?

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay.  And, Agent Enochs, do you know that Mr. 

Abdallat was contacting your office or your agents at the FBI 

about getting a rent check returned to him?

A. I was not privy to that conversation or request.

Q. Okay.  You don't know about that?

A. I never received a phone call for Mr. Abdallat 

requesting that.

Q. Okay.  I'm actually asking you because -- I 

understand you weren't part of the conversation.  I'm asking 

you if you were aware that Mr. Abdallat was contacting the FBI 

for the return of a rent check? 

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Enochs - Cross 51

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 51 of 148



A. What I'm certain is, I believe, Ms. Nations is asking 

for her, like, laptop back.  And I was involved in trying to, 

you know, check that out of evidence so we could get it back to 

her as quickly as possible.

Q. Okay.  Now, Agent Enochs, when was it that you 

submitted the freeze letter to Mr. Abdallat's bank?

A. It was in the last several days.  I mean, it could 

have been -- I am not sure.  Another agent did that.  I've been 

busy with other things.

Q. Okay.  Mr. Abdallat was arrested on Thursday; is that 

right?

A. The 24th?  Correct.  Yes.  

Q. Okay.  Do you know -- well, let me ask you this:  Do 

you know if the freeze letter went to the bank before or after 

his indictment?  

A. After his indictment, which was on Wednesday?  

Q. Yes.  

A. Yes.  It went after.

Q. Okay.  So between February the 4th, when Mr. Abdallat 

realizes he's under investigation, he's put on administrative 

leave.  I suppose he could have -- he could have gotten his 

money out of the bank accounts and taken off from El Paso at 

that time, couldn't he have?

A. Yes, he could.

Q. Okay.  Now, the day of his arrest -- and by the way, 
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I guess this probably goes without saying, he didn't take any, 

for instance, out of his accounts in the last several days 

since February the 4th, did he?

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Agent Enochs, the date of his arrest, 

where did that arrest occur?

A. It occurred at your office on Alameda.

Q. Okay.  And Mr. Abdallat -- do you know why Mr. 

Abdallat was meeting or thought that he was meeting or had been 

told he was meeting with the FBI agents?

A. Oh, yes.  To return the rent check.

Q. Okay.  So you understood that there was a rent check 

that was seized in the search that Mr. Abdallat wanted back; is 

that right?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  And you understood that Mr. Abdallat was 

willingly meeting with the FBI agent for the purpose of getting 

that rent check back, correct?

A. Correct.  We had an appointment with him that 

morning -- or we were going to meet him that morning, but -- or 

excuse me.  We were supposed to meet him at, I think, 1:00 or 

2:00 -- 1:00 at his residence, and he wasn't there.

Q. Right.  And, in fact, he -- he told the agent, I'm at 

my lawyer's office, right?

A. Correct.   
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Q. Because you were part of the tactical planning for 

this arrest, weren't you?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And, Agent Enochs, you were aware that Mr. 

Abdallat and I voluntarily came outside the office to meet with 

the FBI agent, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  And you and how many other agents do you think 

pulled into my parking lot?

A. I don't know the exact number, but probably about 

ten.  Around.

Q. Did you have your guns drawn?

A. I did, yes.

Q. You did?  Okay.  

At me and Mr. Abdallat, correct?  

A. I did not point my gun at you.  I pointed it at Mr. 

Abdallat.

Q. Okay.  I was standing between you and Mr. Abdallat, 

wasn't I?

A. I was very focused on him.  I didn't really consider 

you a threat.

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, I'm going to object to her 

testifying.  If she would like to take the oath and the witness 

stand, I can certainly do a cross-examination.  But this line 

of questioning is improper.  
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MS. STILLINGER:  I think leading is allowed on 

cross-examination, Your Honor.  He was there.  He can testify 

about it.  

MR. McDONALD:  She's testifying to her recollection 

of the events.  

THE COURT:  Well, ask an affirming question of the 

agent.  You're free to ask him if you were standing between him 

and the target.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Okay.  I think that was my 

question.  

Q. (BY MS. STILLINGER)  Was I standing in between you 

and Mr. Abdallat when you came out with your gun drawn?

A. I don't actually remember where you were.  I remember 

where he was.  I was very focused on him.  I apologize.  I did 

not pay attention to you.  I'm sorry.

Q. Okay.  Agent Enochs, what was the purpose of having 

this show of force in this tactical arrest at my office?

A. The purpose was to arrest Mr. Abdallat. 

Q. Mr. Abdallat had voluntarily gone with agents twice 

to the FBI previously, hadn't he?

A. Twice?  

Q. Twice.  On February the 4th when he was interviewed?  

A. Yep.

Q. And I think you said that was voluntary.  He was not 

taken into custody, correct?
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A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  And he came in for a polygraph exam, also, 

correct?

A. Yeah.  I'm not sure of the time of that.  But, yes, 

he did. 

Q. Okay.

A. Sorry.  

Q. No.  That's fine.  

So he had come in twice voluntarily.  Did you think 

that he was a threat?  

A. We have standard operating procedures for arrest of 

anybody.  I mean, anybody can be a threat.  So I'm not really 

sure how to answer that question.  Our most important factor is 

safeguarding us.

Q. Okay.  Well -- 

A. Are you wondering why we did it at that time so 

quickly?  Why we were moving so fast?  

Q. I guess, what I'm wondering is why, when Mr. Abdallat 

has voluntarily come into the FBI twice and on this third, 

which was Thursday, he was initiating contact, I'd like to meet 

with you, Agent Ruiz, to get my rent check, appears to be him 

volunteering for another consensual meeting with an FBI agent, 

yes, I'm wondering why the swarm of agents with guns drawn, 

yes.  

A. We had just obtained or picked up the arrest warrant 
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that morning and we made a very quick plan, did an arrest brief 

that morning, and then went to find him.  We went to his 

residence first.  He wasn't there.  We would have preferred 

that he had been at his house and just taken him from there, 

but he wasn't.  So we immediately went to your office and 

arrested him there.

Q. Okay.  When you searched his home, did you find any 

weapons?

A. Nope, we did not.

Q. Okay.  And Mr. Abdallat's employment does not involve 

carrying a gun, does it? 

A. No, it does not.

Q. Okay.  Let's talk a little bit about Mr. Abdallat's 

employment.  What is his job for ICE?  

A. He's a supervisory intelligence research specialist.

Q. Okay.  Do you know what that entails?

A. I assume it is probably an equivalent of our 

intelligence analysts in the FBI.

Q. Okay.  Which do what?

A. They analyze facts, and then they write analysis 

papers and stuff, and they help assist on cases for records 

checks and whatnot.

Q. And do you know whether part of Mr. Abdallat's skills 

are that he is bilingual in English and Arabic?

A. Yes.  
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Q. Okay.  And, Agent Enochs, do you know to whom Mr. 

Abdallat reports?

A. Yes -- well, no.  I know his old supervisor.

Q. Okay.  

A. I don't know his new supervisor, so....

Q. Okay.  Let me ask you about this fellow named Woosley 

you mentioned when Mr. McDonald was asking you about the travel 

voucher fraud.  

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. James Woosley, who is he?

A. He was the acting assistant director for intelligence 

for ICE.

Q. Okay.  And that would be on a national level, 

correct?

A. Yes.  

Q. Okay.  And he's an active assistant director of ICE.  

But is he the head of intelligence for ICE?  Or was, rather?

A. I mean, I know his title.  But you would have to 

bring an ICE person up here to tell you for sure.  I mean....

Q. Okay.  

A. I mean....  But acting assistant director sounds 

pretty up there.  Definitely, an SES executive level.

Q. And did Mr. Woosley have the authority to order Mr. 

Abdallat's travel?

A. Yes.  
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Q. In fact, do you know whether or not Mr. Woosley often 

did order his travel?

A. I'm not sure how to answer that.  Or, I mean, do I 

have like absolute knowledge that he ordered him to do these 

TDYs?  

Q. I'm not talking about absolute knowledge because I 

don't expect any of us to have much in the way of absolute 

knowledge.  But do -- is that your understanding?

A. Yes.  Oh, yeah.  Okay, I understand.  I'm sorry.  

Yes, there is an indication.  There is indications, 

through reading his e-mails and whatnot, that, yes, he -- they 

worked out going up to Washington, D.C. to conduct these 

TDYs.  

Q. Okay.  And by the chain of command, Mr. Abdallat -- 

that would be appropriate for Mr. Abdallat to do what Mr. 

Woosley is telling him to do; is that correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. (Inaudible) command?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  

A. He did have a supervisor at that time, for a time 

period.  He was moved to a different job.  I mean, you would 

have to ask him for the specifics.  But he fell under another 

woman for a short time.  He was a group supervisor and he 

worked for someone else.  But I know that she was removed from 
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the -- the chain.

Q. Okay.  And Mr. Woosley is, I believe you said -- 

well, let me back up.  

I believe you said that tracing the funds of their 

travel voucher funds with Mr. Abdallat and then a portion of 

those went to Mr. Woosley; is that correct?  

A. Yes.  He was one of the recipients.

Q. Okay.  Who are the other recipients?

A. A lady named Rolerson [phonetic], last name Rolerson.

Q. And do you know whether or not she works for Mr. 

Woosley?

A. Yes, she does.

Q. Okay.  Do you know whether or not Mr. Woosley has 

been arrested and charged with this conduct?

A. I'm not certain up to date.  But the best of my 

knowledge, he was put on administrative leave on February 4th.

Q. Okay. 

A. So I don't think he's been arrested or -- but he's in 

Washington, D.C., so I'm not -- I'm not absolutely sure of his 

status.

Q. Okay.  That's -- the investigation and prosecution of 

Mr. Woosley and others is being left to the D.C. office; is 

that right?

A. I believe that investigation is with DHS/OIG in D.C. 

and the FBI and maybe ICE.  I'm not certain.
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Q. Did you find other employees of ICE below Mr. Woosley 

that is involved in the same type of activity of submitting 

travel vouchers and giving money to Mr. Woosley?

A. No.  

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Do you know -- and I mentioned, I've 

asked Mr. Ontiveros about this maybe, but let me ask you if you 

know.  Do you know whether or not Mr. Abdallat explained 

exactly what happened between him and Mr. Woosley when he was 

interviewed?  

A. Can you say that again?  I'm sorry.

Q. Yes.  I will leave the preface off.  

Do you know that if Mr. Abdallat, when he was 

interviewed on February the 4th --

A. Okay.

Q. -- whether he explained what happened between him and 

Mr. Woosley?  

A. I'm not aware of that.  I'm sorry.

Q. Okay.  Do you know what kind of security clearance 

Mr. Abdallat had, let's say, in 2006?  Or did he always have 

the same type of security clearance?

A. I believe ever since he became an intel analyst, he's 

had a secret security clearance.

Q. Okay.  And a secret security clearance is different 

than a top secret security clearance; is that correct?

A. Yes, ma'am.
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Q. Okay.  Is top secret security the highest security 

clearance you can get?

A. Yes, I believe so.

Q. So having a secret security clearance would allow him 

to access some information that is considered confidential but 

not -- 

A. Classified secret.  Confidential is a different 

classification.

Q. Okay.  I'm sorry.  Could you say that again.  

A. Confidential is a different level of classification.  

He has secret security clearance.  So he has access to 

documents that are secret at that level.

Q. Okay.  And secret is generally classified, is what 

you said?

A. No.  It is different than confidential.

Q. Okay.  So with a secret security clearance, he has 

access to what kinds of secret information, just in general 

terms?  

A. I can't answer that specifically.  I mean, I can give 

examples for me, but I can't give examples for him.

Q. Okay.  Okay.  That's fine.  

Let me ask you, then, about the transfers -- wire 

transfers to Jordan.  Those transfers came.  I think you said 

there were three of them?  

A. Yes, ma'am.  
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Q. And they came from Mr. Abdallat's bank account here 

in El Paso?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And when were those transfers discovered?  

Were you saying that was back in July? 

A. When were the wire transfers discovered?  

Q. Yes.  

A. Again, I wasn't there in July 2010 when the 

investigation started.  I came into it later.  But it was my 

understanding that DHS/OIG had received some information from 

Customs and Border Protection that he had wired $570,000, and 

then they -- and then approached in July to the FBI.

Q. Okay.  So when the FBI got involved in this, in July 

of 2010, there was knowledge of the wire transfers, correct?

A. To the best of my knowledge, yes.

Q. Okay.  And I imagine that thereafter you got bank 

records so that you could find out where this money come from 

and where did it go, right?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  Where did the money come from?

A. That he wired over?  

Q. Yes.  

A. From Chase Bank, I believe.

Q. Okay.  It came from Chase Bank.  

And was there an analysis of Mr. Abdallat's bank 
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records so that you could see how the money got into this 

account?  

A. I believe so.  I'm not 100 percent positive, but I 

believe that the money was transferred from GECU to Chase Bank 

prior to it being wired out.

Q. Okay.  And then I would imagine you get GECU records 

so that you could see how the money got into GECU, correct?

A. Yes.  I think that we served a subpoena to GECU.  

Excuse me.

Q. Okay.  How did the money get into GECU?

A. I don't know.  I didn't review those records.  This 

is a large investigation, and we've piecemealed out the work 

and I haven't reviewed those documents.

Q. Okay.  So you would not have any information about 

whether it was $150,000 coming in at one time or whether it was 

$2,000 a month or how it came in; is that fair to say? 

A. That's fair to say.

Q. Okay.  You said that he was required to disclose that 

on his periodic background checks.  What question calls for you 

to answer -- or calls for you to disclose if you have a certain 

amount of money in a bank account? 

A. I mean, unless you can repeat back to me the exact 

question.  Are you asking about the $570,000 that he 

transferred to Jordan?  

Q. Yes.  
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A. I think I have that, if I can take a look. 

Q. Okay.  

A. I mean....  I think there is a few questions.  Let 

me -- 

So, number one, on foreign activities:  Do you 

have or have you ever had any foreign financial businesses, 

foreign bank accounts or other foreign financial interests of 

which you have direct control or direct ownership?  And Mr. 

Abdallat marked, No.  

Q. Okay.  And I'm sorry, what year are you marking?

A. This is from the 2010 background investigation.

Q. Okay.  You would agree with me that wiring $570,000 

to Jordan wouldn't necessarily come under that question, 

though, would it?

A. Other foreign financial interests.  Wiring $570,000 

isn't a foreign financial interest?  

Q. I mean, if you are sending money to, let's say, your 

family member in Jordan, I mean -- I'm just familiar, but I -- 

I [inaudible] think so.  

A. Okay.  Like I said, I think there is other questions, 

too.  Number 2 -- 

Q. Okay. 

A. Do you have or have you had any foreign financial 

interests that someone controls on your behalf?  He marked, No.  

Q. I'm sorry.  Can you say that a little bit slower.  
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Foreign financial interests -- 

A. Do you have any foreign financial interests that 

someone controls on your behalf?  

Q. Okay.  And you think he should have answered yes on 

that why?

A. I'm just relating to you the security questions that 

deal with the foreign finance.  I'm going through this right 

now.

Q. Sure.  I understand that this -- because my notes 

show that Mr. McDonald asked you, he was required to disclose 

that wire transfer?  And you said, yes.  And so I'm trying to 

(inaudible).  

A. Because it is going to a foreign bank, and he's 

supposed to disclose that he has money in a foreign bank.  

That's my understanding. 

Q. Well, let me ask you, where did those wire transfers 

go? 

A. To a bank in Amman, Jordan.  An Arab bank.

Q. Okay.  In an account held by whom? 

A. I don't have that information in front of me.

Q. Okay.  You mentioned there were a number of issues 

with his background check when he was applying to get a top 

secret security clearance, correct?

A. Yes.  

Q. Okay.  And you referred to a document, I think, when 
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it was denied.  And it was explained to him why it was being 

denied; is that right?

A. Correct.   

Q. And -- 

MS. STILLINGER:  May I approach the witness, Your 

Honor?  

THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.  

Q. (BY MS. STILLINGER)  Let me show you a document 

marked as Defendant's Exhibit Number 1 and ask you if you know 

what it that is.  

A. If I know what, ma'am?

Q. If you know what that is.  

A. Yes, ma'am, I do.

Q. Okay.  And is that the document you're referring to 

when you said that he was given the explanation of why he was 

being denied the top secret security clearance?

A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I'd move for the 

admission of Defendant's Number 1.  I have to admit, I'm not 

sure if I need to redact anything out of there for purposes of 

the record.  But subject to redaction, I'd move to admit it.  

MR. McDONALD:  I have no objections.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Then D-1 is admitted.  

(Defendant's Exhibit offered and admitted, D-1)

Q. (BY MS. STILLINGER)  Agent Enochs, if you could turn 
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to page 5, there is a two-page letter.  

A. Okay.

Q. I guess, it is a three-page letter.  And there is, 

the statement of reasons is a differently numbered document 

attached to that, correct?  

A. Where it says page 6 of 9, is that where you're at?  

Q. Page 5 of 9.  

A. 5 of 9. 

Q. (Inaudible).

A. Okay.  

Q. That section where they're talking about this issue 

of whether he retired or resigned from the Air Force; is that 

right?

A. Yeah.  I believe on a previous page, too, correct?  

Yes.

Q. Yes.  I believe it goes on for several pages, doesn't 

it?

A. I'm sure it does.

Q. And let me back up just a little bit.  To your 

knowledge, Mr. Abdallat was in the Royal Jordanian Air Force; 

is that correct?  

A. Correct.   

Q. (Inaudible) United States; is that right?

A. Correct.  

Q. Okay.  And that information was known by ICE when 
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they hired him; is that right?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  The issue that's being discussed here is about 

how he separated from the Air Force; is that right?

A. Yes.  

Q. Whether Mr. Abdallat was completely honest about the 

manner in which he ended his employment at the Air Force?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  And what in your mind is the difference 

between retiring and resigning?

A. Retiring is going to full term, like, for example, in 

the United States Army, 20 years.  Resigning is ending your 

term before that time.

Q. But sometimes that's called early retirement, right?

A. Yes.  Under special circumstances, I'm sure it is.

Q. Okay.  And on page 5 of this statement of reasons, at 

the bottom, there is a quotation from a brigadier general of 

Jordan regarding Mr. Abdallat's separating from the Air Force, 

isn't there?

A. Yes, there is.

Q. Okay.  And doesn't the brigadier general say that Mr. 

Abdallat retired upon his request?

A. Yes.  

Q. Okay.  Does that sound --

A. Are you focusing on the terminology of how he exited?  
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I'm focusing on the fact that he was receiving a pension, but 

he contradicted himself.  He claimed that he got it.  Then he 

stated later that he didn't, so....

Q. Well, and I understood you'd be focusing on 

terminology.  But I guess you would agree there is not a lot of 

difference in the terminology between retired and resigning, 

correct?  The issue in your mind is whether he got a pension, 

correct?

A. That's the prime issue that I am concerned about.  

The other one -- I mean, obviously, they covered a few pages of 

it.  It is an issue for his background check.  Whoever did it 

thought it was important.

Q. Right.  Right.  And do you know that Mr. Abdallat, 

himself, actually never did receive a pension?  Do you know 

that?

A. Are you asking me -- what I can tell you is, he 

claims he got a pension in one of the interviews.  He said he 

lived off his pension.

Q. Okay.  Well, I don't think that that made it in 

some -- I mean, in this interview -- well, in this document, 

the statement of reasons, doesn't Mr. Abdallat explain that 

that was a misunderstanding?

A. Where are you at in this paper?  I'm sorry.  

Q. I think on page 6 of the statement of reasons.  

A. Okay.  
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Q. Where he talks about the fact that his mother 

received money in the form of the pension for his service.  

A. Okay.  I'm following.

Q. Okay.  Well, let me just jump to this:  This is -- 

the document that we're talking about was issued in mid-2006; 

is that right?  

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And Mr. Abdallat retained his secret security 

clearance after that, didn't he?

A. Yes, he did.

Q. Okay.  So, ultimately, the meaning of -- or the 

import -- I guess, to ICE, anyway, the import of the denial of 

the security clearance -- I'm sorry -- the top secret security 

clearance was, we have a couple of questions; we're not 

comfortable giving you top secret security clearance; we're 

just going to leave you at secret security clearance.  Is that 

a fair summary of what this means?  

A. Yes, it is.  

Q. Okay.  You talked about there -- there being 

substantial -- I think "extensive" was the word I think you or 

Mr. McDonald used -- extensive negative information about Mr. 

Abdallat.  You are aware that the primary or, perhaps, only 

source of that was from his ex-wife, correct?

A. She was a source of information, correct. 

Q. You are aware that it was a bitter divorce, correct?
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A. Yes.  And it wasn't the -- well, you said like the 

majority.  No.  I mean, a lot of this came from his own 

statements and his own SF-86 that he filled out in '95, 2000, 

2005, 2010.  That's where I'm getting most of my information, 

from all the background investigations that he lied on 

repeatedly.

Q. Okay.  Well, apparently, in 2006, ICE did not utilize 

it serious enough to take away his secret clearance, did they?

A. Correct.  ICE did not.

Q. Okay.  For instance, the information about the 

properties that he supposedly owned, that was brought to the 

attention of ICE, I guess, by his ex-wife, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  His ex-wife worked for ICE?

A. I'm not sure she worked for ICE.  I know she had a 

government job and she would have worked at what is now DHS.  

But I don't remember her exact position, so....

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Mr. -- you talked a little about the 

properties that you believe that he owned in Jordan; is that 

right?

A. Correct.   

Q. And those issues are dealt with in this discussion of 

this security clearance, aren't they? 

A. I would have to reread it, but I can do it very 

quickly.  Do you have a page or.... 
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On page 4, midway, is that where you're looking at?  

Oh, that's military pay.  

Q. (Inaudible).  I think it is page 7 (inaudible) and it 

goes on through page 8.  

A. Yes.  Okay, I see it.  Where the caption of the 

picture is?  

Q. Yes.  You would agree, then, that ICE pretty 

thoroughly investigated that issue, and as a result of their 

investigation regarding whether he owned property, whether he 

properly disclosed it or did not, they did not give him a top 

secret security clearance but they allowed him to retain his 

secret security clearance.  Is that right?  

A. There is actually two questions there.

Q. Okay.  

A. Yes, they decided to keep him and give him a secret 

security clearance.  Yes, it was a debate of how much to 

investigate or how much time and stuff to prove that he was an 

owner in a foreign country.  And I don't know if it was in this 

documentation or not but there was an effort.  

Q. Okay.  But ICE took where -- they were certainly 

aware of the issues, correct?  Aware of the issues that was now 

an issue that he owned property in Jordan that he had not 

disclosed, correct?

A. Yes.  

Q. And it is fair to say that with this document, 
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they -- they terminated their investigation of that issue, 

correct?

A. For the top secret security clearance, yes.

Q. Okay.  And I'm sorry.  You said that the disclosure 

that he fills out, I guess, the most recent being the October 

10th background check -- that he's required to disclose foreign 

travel and some of the foreign travel is omitted from that 

disclosure; is that right?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  I think maybe, specifically, Mr. McDonald 

asked you, the foreign travel that is the subject of this 

indictment is omitted from that?

A. No, not all of it.  That's a separate -- that's a 

separate question.  I'm not sure of that answer.  I don't know 

if what's in the indictment matches what his background check 

is.  We just got it yesterday --

Q. Okay. 

A. -- so....  

But it is still misuse of the diplomatic passport, 

whether you declare it or not on a background investigation 

versus, you know, trying to bypass protocols that you're aware 

of.  

Q. Okay.  Let me just ask you -- I was just following up 

with the question -- you said on that form he omitted travel.  

What travel was omitted?  
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A. I don't think I have all that documentation with me.  

We have -- we have a lot of travel to analyze.  I mean, like we 

said before, he has 30-plus stamps in each one.  And we know 

that not all -- there is not 15 trips listed on his background 

check.

Q. Okay.  Do you know whether he has to disclose foreign 

travel if he is doing it in his official capacity? 

A. He does not have to disclose it if it's official.

Q. Okay.  And do you know whether the stamps in his 

passport -- I take it this has not been analyzed yet, but let 

me ask -- 

A. It's in --

Q. Do you know --

A. We're going to get it -- okay.  Go ahead.  

Q. Do you know whether those stamps were for official 

travel or non-official travel?

A. We've identified some that were personal leave, and 

we've identified some that were -- I mean, were official.

Q. Okay.  And there was a time period when Mr. Abdallat 

was working out of the embassy in Saudi Arabia, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. And during that time period, he's allowed personal 

leave to go back home to the United States or wherever he 

wants, correct?

A. Correct.  You're allowed to take leave.
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Q. Okay.  But also, while he was assigned there, he did 

official travel from the embassy, didn't he?

A. I can't answer that conclusively and I don't know.  I 

mean, I'm not sure.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Abdallat was ever stationed 

in Iraq?

A. Yes, I believe he was.

Q. Okay.  

A. That was -- I think he talked to the -- during the 

interview on February the 4th, I think they discussed that, 

but....

Q. Okay.  Well, let me just ask you, Agent Enochs, when 

you testified that he was missing travel on his most recent 

disclosure forms, specifically, what were you testifying about?  

What was he missing?

A. I have -- I don't have all that entire list.  I think 

I have, at least, one example or a couple of examples.  

On September -- September of 2008 through October of 

2008, he departed Saudi Arabia, entered into Jordan, I mean, 

just for example.  

Q. Okay.  And that's one that was charged in the 

indictment, correct?

A. I would have to check.

Q. Okay.  That's fine.  That's fine.  Okay.  

Agent Enochs, but that's the only one, specifically, 
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you're aware of that's omitted from the disclosure form?  

A. No.  I believe there -- this is just a quick analysis 

since we just got the form yesterday.  And then we just took a 

look at it.  And it looks like, again, in 2005, October time 

frame, he departed Saudi Arabia, entered Jordan in 2005. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And in 2006, as well, in October, he departed Saudi 

Arabia and then he entered into Jordan, and I don't think -- I 

would have to confirm with a piece of paper, which I don't have 

in front of me, those are the three that we've currently 

identified that are missing.

Q. Okay.  Agent Enochs, you said that 29 boxes and bags 

of documents were taken to be analyzed from Mr. Abdallat's 

apartment -- I mean, from his home, right? 

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Generally speaking, what types of documents?  What 

were you authorized to take?  Every document in the house or 

what types of documents? 

A. I would have to read the search warrant to get the 

exacts, but it included travel documents and financial 

documents and all computer media.

Q. Okay.  And, in fact, you took computers?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And that would be computers belonging to Mr. 

Abdallat and also his girlfriend, Ms. Nations?
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A. Correct.   

Q. I -- I may not have heard you right, but you said -- 

I didn't catch -- were there two diplomatic passports seized or 

was there one diplomatic and one official passport?

A. There were two diplomatic passports.

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Is there such a thing as an official 

passport that is different than a diplomatic passport?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And why did Mr. Abdallat have a diplomatic 

passport? 

A. For his -- I mean, I don't know 100 percent because I 

don't -- I don't work this.  We actually have an agent that 

specializes in this.  But it's my belief that he had the 

diplomatic passport for his work in Riyadh at the American 

Embassy.

Q. Okay.  What -- where is it stated, it may be 

somewhere.  But where is it stated that you cannot use your 

diplomatic passport for personal travel?

A. There are -- as far as I was aware, there is 

Department of State regulations.

Q. Okay.  

A. But I don't know the exact.  I would have to -- I'd 

have to ask our diplomatic security service agent on those 

specifics. 

Q. Okay.  So Mr. Abdallat's use of the diplomatic 
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passport for travel, which was actually of a personal nature, 

that would be a violation of the Department of State regulation 

that governs diplomatic passports?

A. Yeah.  I'm not really sure about the term, 

"regulation."  But I mean, it is there.  It's also, I believe, 

on the inside jacket of the actual airport [sic].  There is 

something said on it.

Q. And you said that you found Mr. Abdallat's Jordanian 

passports?  I think they were both expired, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. Are you saying that he never disclosed that he had a 

Jordanian passport?

A. Obviously, he used -- obviously, when he first 

entered the United States, or on his first job application, he 

showed he was a naturalized citizen.  But on the 2010 and 2005 

and 2000 background investigations, he answered that he did not 

have a foreign passport.

Q. Okay.  And you're saying the question asks, Have you 

ever had a foreign passport?  Is that what the question asked? 

A. I think I have that, if you don't mind me checking.

Q. Sure.  

A. Okay.  Question 6, this is the 2010 statement:  Have 

you ever held or do you now hold a passport that was issued by 

foreign government?  He marked, No.  

Q. And, obviously, that's not a correct answer, correct?

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Enochs - Cross 79

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 79 of 148



A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  Of course, obviously, the government knows 

that's not a correct answer, and Mr. Abdallat knows that 

everybody knows he used to have a Jordanian passport, right? 

A. He has two.  And, I mean, when he was hired on, I'm 

sure they were aware of his initial passport that he immigrated 

from Jordan to here on.

Q. Okay.  Agent Enochs, do you know what Mr. Abdallat's 

explanation was as to why he had that second Jordanian 

passport? 

A. The second one, the 1998 to 2003?  

Q. Yes.  

A. No.  

Q. Okay.  Do you know whether he was interviewed about 

that? 

A. I'm not aware of that information.

Q. Okay.  Do you know whether or not Jordan considers 

Mr. Abdallat to be a citizen of Jordan, notwithstanding his 

naturalization as a United States citizen?

A. You're asking me, what does Jordan think?  

Q. Well -- 

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay.  

A. I don't know.

Q. Don't know how they would char- -- not so much what 

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Enochs - Cross 80

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 80 of 148



they think but whether they would characterize him legally as a 

Jordanian citizen?  You would not know?  

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  And you are aware, though, that you can have 

dual citizenship between the United States and Jordan, correct?  

Or do you not -- 

A. I'm not aware of that information, no.

Q. Okay.  

A. Like I said, we have a State Department agent working 

here that would be able to answer your questions, but I can't.

Q. Okay.  Okay.  I think you said that -- that it was 

one factor in denying his 2006 top secret security clearance 

that he had not told them about that Jordanian passport, 

correct?  About the second Jordanian passport? 

A. No, I don't know if that was a factor.  I would have 

to review the letter.

Q. Okay.  Actually, I don't think I saw the letter.  I 

might have misunderstood your testimony.  Well, that's fine.  

We can move on. 

Let me get -- ask you a little bit about the travel 

voucher fraud because you said that -- that what Mr. Abdallat 

did is, when he was TDY -- which stands for?  

A. Temporary duty.

Q. Temporary duty.  What does the Y stand for?  

A. I have no idea.
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Q. Okay.  So when he would be assigned to temporary 

duty, for example, in Washington, that he would stay with a 

friend but claim hotel lodging as an expense, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  When you -- do you know, when you travel for 

the government, in a position like Mr. Abdallat's, whether you 

are entitled to be paid a set per diem whether or not you 

actually use that money? 

A. Can you rephrase the question?  

Q. Yes.  

A. I'm not sure what you're saying.

Q. Well, this is what I'm asking:  Is -- I guess I'm 

asking if sometimes, when you are allowed a per diem, let's 

say, $100 a day -- 

A. Do you mean -- oh, for food allowances?  

Q. Well -- and maybe you could explain that, if it's 

different for food than it is for lodging.  Is that -- is that 

the breakdown?

A. Yes.  There is a -- they are separated.

Q. Okay.  For food allowances, you are just given an 

allowance and you get that money whether you use it or not?

A. Correct.  

Q. Okay.  And how does it work for lodging?

A. You have to submit a receipt.

Q. Okay.  So -- so if you choose to stay at a friend's 
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house and not take advantage of the benefit of staying at a 

hotel, you can't claim any expense for lodging?

A. I don't know if that question -- I believe there is a 

government program where you can -- you can, but I'm not aware 

of the specifics, so....

Q. You mentioned some -- some program that was the 

travel payment program?  I didn't catch what you said when you 

were talking with Mr. McDonald.  What -- what was it called?

A. You're talking about like WebTA or the -- 

Q. That's what you said.  

A. Right.  That's not necessarily the travel voucher 

program that ICE uses, though.

Q. Okay.  

A. That's a different program.  I would have to ask an 

ICE guy --

Q. Okay.  

A. -- ICE agent what the program is.  I believe it's 

like fedtraveler.com (phonetic) or something like that.

Q. Okay.  Let me ask you this more direct question:  

When this -- when travel expenses were submitted for Mr. 

Abdallat's lodging, did he sign off on anything saying those 

were his actual expenses?  

A. Did he submit receipts that -- I mean, I can give you 

one example.  I mean, he did submit receipt for, I think, over 

$6,000 for staying at a hotel.
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Q. How are this -- how -- well, first, let me go back to 

the last question I asked you.  Did he sign anything saying 

that those were his actual expenses?  Do you know? 

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay.  And then how are the receipts submitted?  Does 

he hand them to somebody or are they filed on a computer?

A. I believe they're filed on a computer.  But, again, 

I'd have to ask like ICE how they do it for specifics.

Q. And do you know whether Mr. Abdallat did that or 

whether, actually, Mr. Woosley did that or someone under Mr. 

Woosley's control did that, submitted those receipts?

A. You're asking if someone else submitted his receipts?  

Q. Yes.  

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Okay.  I mean, what I'm understanding is, there is -- 

there is false receipts submitted in Mr. Abdallat's name?  

A. Right.  

Q. And you (inaudible) --

A. Okay.

Q. -- to know that he didn't stay at the hotel, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And what I'm asking is, how do you know that he did 

that?  

A. You mean, that he didn't stay at the hotel?  

Q. No.  How do you know that he submitted those 
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receipts? 

A. The travel voucher's in his name.  He's the one 

responsible for it. 

Q. Right. 

A. Okay. 

Q. But his boss and his boss's staff would have access 

to that, wouldn't they?

A. To his receipts?  I'm not sure about the process.  I 

mean, I know, in the FBI, if I submit receipts, that they are 

not messed with.  They are the receipts that I submit.

Q. But if you have a corrupt supervisor, that might 

change?  They might get messed with, mightn't they?

A. Oh, I see what you're saying.  So when I get $6,000 

in my bank account that -- and I didn't stay at the Marriott 

hotel, I wouldn't be aware of that?  

Q. Well, I'm not saying -- I understand payment went 

into his bank account.  I understand payment went back to his 

supervisor, Ms. Woosley, big -- big guy at ICE.  What I'm 

asking you is, do you have any information that Mr. Abdallat, 

himself, actually submitted those receipts?  

A. No.  I don't have information that he specifically 

submitted those receipts.

Q. Okay.  The Marriott Rewards information that you 

obtained, do you know whether or not Mr. Abdallat was actually 

in Amsterdam in July of 2009?
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A. We have a -- in addition to the Marriott statement, 

one of his passports is -- I believe, I would have to review it 

to be 100 percent sure -- has a stamp for it, or we have an 

entry in a database indicated that he was there.

Q. And this is what I'm asking, to be honest, do you 

know whether or not Ahmed Abdallat is actually a fairly common 

name in Jordan?  

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay.  You don't know the percentage of the 

population that might have the last name Abdallat in Jordan?

A. No, I don't know that information.

Q. Okay.  Is there any other identifying information on 

this Marriott Rewards account that would identify it to this 

Mr. Abdallat versus some other Ahmed Abdallat?

A. Yeah.  I'm fairly confident with -- you know, like 10 

minutes of going through my old paperwork or written notes, I 

would be able to find like either a database check that 

indicates that he was in Amsterdam or a passport stamp that 

indicated he was there.  But I would have to look.

Q. Okay.  As far as -- okay.  So you think you might be 

able to find the passport stamp.  There is nothing in the 

Marriott information that gives you any other identifying 

information that it would be this Mr. Abdallat; is that right?

A. If I have it, I can check real quick.

Q. Okay.  
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A. There is no personal identifiers on this statement 

right here.

Q. Okay.  Agent Enochs, you talked about finding 

Jordanian bank records at Mr. Abdallat's home.  And I take it, 

although they haven't been analyzed and fully translated, your 

understanding is the name is Ahmed Abdallat on those records, 

correct?

A. I would have to get the statements on it, but, yes, 

it's his name.

Q. Okay.  Are there any other -- is there any other 

identifying information on those records that would lead you to 

believe that it's this Mr. Ahmed Abdallat as opposed to some 

other member of his family, a father or other relative, named 

Ahmed Abdallat?

A. I mean, yes, we have a list of his brothers, sisters, 

mom, dad, that he's -- that we have.

Q. Okay.  Well, you're saying there is no other Ahmed 

Abdallats in his immediate family.  But is there any other 

identifying information on those bank records?

A. The ones we found in his house?  

Q. Yes, that you're aware of.  I understand they haven't 

been fully translated and analyzed.  

A. Not that I'm aware of, no.  But, I mean, it's in 

Arabic and we have to wait.  I don't know if bank statements 

routinely give out your date or birth or Social Security number 
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on it.

Q. (Inaudible).  

Do you -- Mr. McDonald was asking if he was 

confronted with that information in the interview and did not 

acknowledge it.  And I didn't quite catch your response to 

that, whether you agreed with that or if you said you weren't 

sure about that.  

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Okay.  I take it, you did at some point disclose a 

foreign bank account that was somehow -- his name was on it 

with family members; is that correct?

A. He did not disclose that.

Q. Okay. 

A. To me.  I mean, to me, specifically.  I am getting 

that information from the bank statement that we obtained 

during the search warrant.

Q. Okay.  No, I understand.  But I thought you said that 

he had indicated in some disclosure to ICE that he was -- that 

he was the holder of some account in Jordan, that his name was 

on an account as some sort of family -- I don't know if Mr. 

McDonald said family trust or something like that.  

A. We have -- we have documents of bank statements in 

Arabic indicating accounts in Amman, Jordan. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Okay.  One of the statements indicates that it 
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belongs to a family, the family of Abdallat.

Q. Okay.  But with respect to whether he ever disclosed 

ownership of a bank account in a foreign country, in his 

disclosures to ICE, you're saying he did not?

A. He did not what?  

Q. Disclose that to ICE?

A. On the background investigation?  

Q. Correct.  

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  You said he traveled to Jordan frequently.  

Was that about one time a year?

A. I would hate to characterize that without the 

information in front of me --

Q. Okay.  

A. -- and I don't have an encyclopedic memory, so....

Q. Well, let me ask you, you said he traveled frequently 

to Jordan.  What did you mean by "frequently"?  

A. At least once a year and maybe more than once while 

he was stationed in Riyadh.

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And you said you were checking to see 

if he had a Jordanian passport.  It's a long process.  When did 

that process start of inquiring whether he had a Jordanian -- a 

current Jordanian passport?

A. I would have to talk to our diplomatic security guy.  

He is the one in charge of that, to get down the exact dates.  
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But, I mean, I believe an e-mail was sent within the last month 

or two.

Q. Okay. 

A. And that was with the embassy, the American Embassy.  

The request to Jordan is being worked on, as we speak.  

Q. Okay.  The request goes to the American Embassy in 

Jordan, that would then probably make the request to Jordan; is 

that right?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  And you don't know the status of that right 

now?

A. No.  We're working on it right now.

Q. Okay.  You testified that you -- it was your belief 

that Mr. Abdallat would be terminated.  Isn't it correct -- if 

you know, isn't it correct that actually he will be suspended 

pending this case, that there will be no action until this case 

is resolved?

A. I'm not sure.  You would have to talk to ICE.

Q. Okay. 

A. And I'm not an administrator for that, so....

Q. And with respect to the funds that have been frozen, 

do you know how much money was in those accounts that were 

frozen?

A. Yes.  

Q. Okay.  How much was that?
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A. The seizure warrant was for the $120,000 amount, 

approximate.  But....

Q. Okay.  And, Agent, you're aware that that will 

probably be on hold pending the outcome of this criminal case, 

correct?

A. Correct.    

MS. STILLINGER:  Just a moment, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.  

Q. (BY MS. STILLINGER)  Agent Enochs, you indicated that 

you're aware Mr. Abdallat was the owner of real estate in El 

Paso, correct?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And have you done any investigation into when that 

was purchased or how much the value is?

A. No.  

Q. And it probably goes without saying, but Mr. Abdallat 

has no criminal history whatsoever besides this arrest, 

correct?

A. It's my understanding he was arrested once before, 

but those charges were dismissed.

Q. Correct. 

A. All right. 

Q. I'm sorry.  I shouldn't say no criminal history 

whatsoever.  There was a misdemeanor arrest that was dismissed, 

correct?
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A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Some years ago, correct?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  And are you aware that Mr. Abdallat received 

accolades and certificates of appreciation for his good work 

with ICE?

A. No.  

Q. Okay.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I will pass the 

witness.  

THE COURT:  Thank you, Ms. Stillinger.  

Mr. McDonald.  

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. McDONALD:  

Q. You've reviewed the internal squabbling about his 

background checks over the years, including this document, 

Defense Exhibit Number 1?

A. Correct.   

Q. How long has Mr. Abdallat had a professional 

relationship with Mr. Woosley?

A. Over ten years.

Q. And is it fair to say that Mr. Woosley interjected 

himself in Mr. Abdallat's defense to help cover for Mr. 

Abdallat over the years during this sort of litigation?

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I'm going to object to 

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Enochs - Cross/Redirect 92

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 92 of 148



the leading.  If he could just ask the question.  

MR. McDONALD:  I asked if it was a fair 

characterization.  That leaves it open to yes or no.  That is 

not a leading, it doesn't presuppose the answer.  

THE COURT:  I'm going to overrule the objection.  

You can answer that, Agent.  

Q. (BY MR. McDONALD)  Would you like me to rephrase 

that?

A. Yes.  Thank you.

Q. Isn't it fair to say that Mr. Woosley interjected 

himself on Mr. Abdallat's defense on numerous occasions during 

this process?

A. Yes, on numerous occasions.

Q. And, in fact, Mr. Woosley was the person that 

promoted him to a supervisory position?

A. Correct.   

Q. And, in fact, Mr. Woosley is the person that asked 

for him to come to Washington, D.C. and loaned him $50,000?

A. Yes.  

Q. And, in fact, Mr. Woosley is the guy that Mr. 

Abdallat sent money to, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. And he didn't just send it to him directly.  How, if 

at all, did he send Mr. Woosley money? 

A. There is a variety of ways that he gave money to 
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Woosley and Rolerson.  He mailed checks.  He left checks in 

drawers.  He paid Mr. Woosley's utility bills.  He paid Mr. 

Woosley's mortgage.  And also just to simply -- wired money to 

him as well.

Q. Okay.  Now, if this were a wire fraud allegation, 

would it be necessary, if you know, in your training and 

experience, that we show that Mr. Abdallat was the person who 

approved the TDY vouchers?

A. Correct.   

Q. But instead, the allegation in Count Nine of the 

indictment is theft of government monies.  Is that as you 

understand it?

A. That's how I understand it.

Q. And to make it a felony, you just have to allege that 

he stole over $1,000?

A. Correct.  

Q. And is there any problem that -- in your review, that 

there is more than $1,000 worth of theft?

A. It is more than $1,000.

Q. Let me direct your attention to Defense Exhibit 

Number 1, that document that's in front of you.  It's been 

admitted into evidence.  Let me draw your attention to the rest 

of the paragraph on page 5 that you were reading from earlier.  

It's at the bottom of the page, sir.  If you could 

direct your attention to the last full paragraph that begins 
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"Another investigation."  Could you read that whole paragraph 

so that the Court knows exactly what was being discussed on 

this page.  

A. Beginning, "In this same due process"?  

Q. No.  Page 5.  

A. Page 5 of 9.

Q. It begins, "Another investigation."  

A. [Reading] Another investigation was conducted by OPM 

to recontact the Jordanian Air Force and get more definite 

information on your departure from that service, since you have 

alluded to -- alluded that the original document was subjected 

-- submitted by a subjective source.  In July 2003, OPM 

received a reply from Brigadier General Alzubie [phonetic], 

which reads as follows:

Q. And then read the -- read the in-quotation portion.  

A. [Reading] "Referring (inaudible) to your letter dated 

July 13th regarding Colonel Ahmed Adil Abdallat, kindly be 

advised that he, in quote, retired on his request, end quote, 

in 1990 and, underlined, he is receiving a pension for his 

service, but there is no way to know through the Air Force if 

he receives it or somebody else receives it on his behalf."

Q. And then the emphasis added?

A. Emphasis added.

Q. So it is safe to say, that even in 2003, 13 years 

after he gets out of the Jordanian Air Force, someone in Jordan 
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is still saying he is getting a pension?

A. Correct.  

Q. And Mr. Abdallat is still asserting that he is or 

isn't?

A. He is asserting that he is not.

Q. And then turn your attention the very last page, the 

conclusion.  Could you read for the Court the conclusion that 

is on page 9 of 9.  

A. Yes, sir. 

[Reading] Conclusion.  The granting of a security 

clearance is an affirmative act of discretion.  As stated 

previously, Executive Order 12968 requires that in an 

adjudicated decision for security clearance eligibility, quote, 

any doubt shall be resolved in favor of the national security, 

end quote.  Questions have arisen in your background 

investigation regarding, number one, possible conduct by you 

and/or your relatives with foreign intelligence officials; 

number two, potential for blackmail regarding your divorce; 

number three, contradictory and possibly false answers on your 

security questionnaires, official written responses and 

interviews regarding your departure from the Jordanian 

military; number four, possible receipt of foreign military 

pay; and five, possible ownership of foreign property in 

Jordan.  

Q. So the foreign property issue still wasn't resolved, 
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even with the conclusion of this document in 2006?

A. Correct.   

Q. But when this document was created, did anybody know 

about these Jordanian bank statements that were discovered 

during the search warrant on February 4th?

A. They were not.

Q. Did anybody know that he had a passport that he was 

using into and out of Jordan and other countries from 1998 to 

2003 when this document was created in 2006?

A. No one was aware.

Q. In fact, on any prior difficulties with ICE, Mr. 

Woosley was always there to provide assistance and cover?

A. Correct.  

Q. Had Mr. Woosley ever been suspended before with or 

without pay, to your knowledge?

A. I don't know, to my knowledge.

Q. So on February 4th, 2011, Mr. Woosley was removed 

from his position to provide protection and cover for Mr. 

Abdallat?

A. On February 4th, 2011, correct.

Q. In fact, that was a coordinated effort that the 

suspensions in D.C. occur at the same time as the execution of 

the search warrant in El Paso?

A. Correct.  They were coordinated.

Q. Did the fact that Mr. Woosley, as the acting deputy 
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director for intelligence of ICE, was operating in that 

capacity and had a long-time personal relationship with Mr. 

Abdallat, did that, in fact, hinder the investigation up until 

the date that it was made overt on February the 4th?

A. I can discuss that point briefly.  It created a lot 

of pressure to do the investigation quickly.  We had to 

expedite a lot of things, and we didn't have the time that we 

wanted to analyze all the documentation building up to it.  So, 

yes, it did have an impact on the case.  

Q. Did it hinder your ability to go straight to his 

supervisor, Mr. Woosley, or Mr. Woosley's assistant and ask for 

information about where Mr. Abdallat was supposed to be on 

certain days?

A. Absolutely.  We couldn't ask that question.

Q. Why not?

A. Because Mr. Woosley would find out and he was a close 

associate with Mr. Abdallat.

Q. In fact, they were sharing money and who knows what 

else?

A. Correct.   

Q. Now, you testified earlier that after the search 

warrant, Mr. Abdallat voluntarily returned to the FBI on 

another date and was polygraphed?

A. Correct.   

Q. Now, what is the primary focus of your investigation 
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here in the Western District of Texas concerning Mr. Abdallat?

A. The origin of the $570,000 wire transfers into the 

Middle East and the origin now of the $1.2 million in that bank 

account in Amman, Jordan.

Q. And did he -- did he readily admit to TDY fraud and 

the official travel misuse?  

A. He admitted it in the interview.

Q. At any time, did the investigation, then, venture 

over to the issue of national security?

A. It did, that I'm aware of.

Q. At that point, what, if anything, changed about Mr. 

Mr. Abdallat's willingness to cooperate with the investigating 

agents?

A. According to Agent Ruiz, Mr. Abdallat became 

extremely evasive and wouldn't answer any questions.

Q. And wasn't that the purpose for bringing him back to 

have him polygraphed later? 

A. The polygraph was focusing on national security 

concerns. 

Q. And how did Mr. Abdallat do?

A. Mr. Abdallat failed the polygraph.

Q. And as a result of that, what, if any, discussions 

were started in your office about the availability of Mr. 

Abdallat to flee the jurisdiction, since these factors were now 

much different than they had previously been --
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A. It became a greater -- 

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I'm going to object to 

asking about their discussions.  I mean, shouldn't he testify 

about facts and not about their discussions.  I mean, unless it 

is about the facts.  I guess, my objection is that his opinion 

or opinions of other agents are not relevant unless it is 

regarding the facts.  

MR. McDONALD:  May I respond?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, Ms. Stillinger spent a lot 

of time in her cross-examination about why the agents proceeded 

to her office parking lot and why they effectuated a felony 

arrest and the means and manner in which they did and the 

timing.  She questioned the timing of it.  I think it's fair to 

ask, on redirect, for the agent to explain why things were 

different between February 4th and the translation of documents 

and how things had changed by the time they had reviewed the 

information as it developed from February 4th to the date of 

arrest.  

THE COURT:  All right.  If that's the question, why 

they went there and the way they went, I would say that is a 

fair question.  

MR. McDONALD:  Thank you.  

Q. (BY MR. McDONALD)  So did things change between the 

date of the execution of the search warrant on the date of the 
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arrest?

A. Absolutely.  There is a lot more information that we 

had garnered from the search warrant, namely, the bank account 

information.  The fact that he had, according to his bank 

documents, over a million dollars in Jordan created this huge 

concern for us that he would be able to flee here and live 

comfortably in Amman, Jordan, away from US authorities.

Q. Okay.  Ms. Stillinger has also explored the fact that 

Mr. Abdallat has a long-time girlfriend here in town.  Is that 

true?

A. That's true.

Q. Okay.  Did you have -- did you have any information 

uncovered during the course of the investigation that would 

indicate that he was planning to leave the jurisdiction for 

employment?

A. Mr. Abdallat was planning to go to Germany for his 

next job.

Q. And where did you receive that information?

A. Received that information through the interview and 

through discussion with Agent Ruiz.

Q. Was there also information -- was there any 

information about that on his e-mails? 

A. I believe so.  There was.

Q. And would that have been a different assignment with 

the federal government?

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Enochs - Redirect 101

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 101 of 148



A. Yes.

Q. So he was just looking to get a transfer?

A. Correct.   

Q. And would that have meant taking or leaving Ms. 

Nations?

A. Leaving Ms. Nations.

Q. And did he -- did he discuss that issue, that he was 

willing to leave Ms. Nations to go to Germany?

A. It was not discussed.

Q. Okay.  It was not discussed with Ms. Nations or was 

not discussed with Mr. Abdallat? 

A. It was not discussed with Ms. Nations, according to 

an interview by Agent Ruiz.

Q. Okay.  That Mr. Abdallat intentionally didn't talk to 

her about it?

A. Correct.   

Q. Now, when you talked about access to classified 

information, you have access to classified information, don't 

you?

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And are you familiar with the procedures required in 

handling classified information?

A. Yes, I'm familiar.

Q. Are you familiar with the term "need to know"?

A. Correct.   
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Q. And is simply having a security clearance at a 

certain level enough to grant a person access to information 

that has been classified at that level?

A. No.  There is a lot of secret information out there.  

You have to have a security clearance and you also have to have 

the access to specific information.

Q. Okay.  Does the job require it?

A. Yes.

Q. Is there an inquiry underway, as part of your 

continuing investigation, to determine what, if any, 

information Mr. Abdallat may have been trying to access while 

he was at work?

A. Correct.  There is an ongoing investigation into 

database checks that Mr. Abdallat had run.

Q. And is there a way to tell if he's on the -- if he's 

on the system?  Is there a log-in requirement or some other 

method?

A. There is.

Q. And at this point, has that investigation yielded any 

results? 

A. The investigation is -- I guess, not to go over and 

over and over, it is ongoing.  But we have discovered he has 

run, for example, like 56 names through a database, and we're 

trying to determine the nature of those names.  And it is one 

of the things that was brought to our attention.
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Q. And Ms. Stillinger also made an inquiry into whether 

or not it's possible for Mr. Abdallat to have dual citizenship 

with Jordan.  Is that a specific question on the background 

check? 

A. There is a question that addresses dual citizenship.

Q. Okay.  And on his -- as recently as his 2010 

background check, how did Mr. Abdallat answer that question?

A. If I just may have a moment.  

Q. It's on page 9.  

A. Do you mean off the D warrant -- or do you mean, I 

have the background -- 

Q. I'm sorry, yes.  On his 2010 background check.  

A. Okay.  Can you ask the question again.  

Q. Sure.  Is there a question on the background check 

that he completed in December of 2010 that asks if he has now 

held or ever held mobile citizenship?

A. He has not.  He indicated -- 

Q. Okay.  The question was, is there a question?  

A. Yes, there is a question on it.  And he marked no.

Q. And has he ever indicated, since he first filled out 

his first background check in 1995, that he was -- that he had 

ever -- that he ever held mobile citizenship with Jordan?

A. No.

Q. So when he was naturalized, he became a US citizen, 

and according to his documents, was no longer a Jordanian 
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citizen?

A. Correct.   

Q. The prohibition on personal use of a passport, is 

that prohibition printed inside of the diplomatic passport?

A. Yes, on the inside jacket.

Q. And is that the same language that's repeated in the 

indictment?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And did Mr. Abdallat possess both a diplomatic 

passport, an official passport and a personal passport? 

A. Yes, he had all of them.

Q. He had all three and they were all three valid?

A. Correct.   

Q. So if he was wanting to go on personal leave, was he 

then, under the rules and regulations as you understand them, 

supposed to use one of the other passports for his personal 

travel?

A. Yes.  

Q. And did he ever do that?

A. He did not.

MR. McDONALD:  Pass the witness.  

THE COURT:  Ms. Stillinger.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  
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RECROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MS. STILLINGER:  

Q. Agent Enochs, you're aware, then, that Mr. Abdallat 

claims only United States citizenship, correct?  In his 

disclosure, he claims only United States citizenship, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  And are you aware of the explanation he gave 

to the interviewing agents as to why he had the Jordanian 

passport?

A. In this document that he gave me?  

Q. No.  No.  I mean, the interviewing agents that 

interviewed him on February the 4th.  

A. No.  

Q. Okay.  Are you aware of whether or not Mr. Abdallat 

once traveled to Jordan and was not allowed to leave with his 

personal American passport, and that Jordan made him get the 

Jordanian passport?  Or have you heard that?

A. Are you discussing the incident where he gave both 

passports over?  They are in a rubberband or something.  They 

are together.  Is that what you're asking?  

Q. I don't know.  I'm asking about a circumstance -- if 

you are aware of the circumstance -- maybe you're talking about 

something else.  

A. I believe, in the interview, he -- 

Q. Okay.  
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A. -- that I read, but it's been a while, about him 

discussing a time when he -- he gave both over --

Q. Okay.  

A. -- at the same time.

Q. Okay.  And are you aware that in Jordan, they decided 

that he was still a Jordanian citizen?  Not Mr. Abdallat but 

Jordan decided he was still a Jordanian citizen.  Are you aware 

that Mr. Abdallat explained that?

A. I'm not aware of the full explanation, no.  I just 

know the circumstance of him giving them together.

Q. Okay.  Well, did you -- are you aware that he gave 

that explanation, that Jordan required him to get a Jordanian 

passport before they would let him leave the country?

A. He got a Jordanian passport while in the country?  

Q. Yes.  

A. I don't know when you're talking about.

Q. Well, did you ever -- are you aware of that ever 

happening?  Or of Mr. Abdallat saying -- 

A. Can you tell me what time period you're talking 

about.  I'm a little confused.

Q. It would be when that second Jordanian passport was 

issued. 

A. From 1998 to 2003?  

Q. Yes.  

A. Okay.  I got the time period.
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Q. So if it was issued in '98, then it would be 1998.  

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  What I'm asking, because it is concern of the 

investigation that he has a Jordanian passport, correct?

A. Correct.   

Q. Okay.  Do you know if that was a topic of the 

interview he had with agents on February the 4th?

A. I know it was a topic, yes.

Q. Okay.  And do you know whether or not Mr. Abdallat 

explained that the only reason he got that passport was because 

he was in Jordan and officials in Jordan would not let him 

leave the country until he got a Jordanian passport?

A. But that he didn't disclose it in like one or two 

background investigations later?  I mean -- 

Q. I'm actually not asking about the disclosures.  I'm 

asking if you're aware --

A. No, I'm not -- I'm not aware of that part of the 

interview.

Q. Okay.  And you were just talking about Mr. Abdallat 

exploring job possibilities in Germany.  Would that be with ICE 

or some other government agency?

A. I'm not sure.  I believe it's still with ICE, I 

believe.

Q. And you are not saying anything about going to work 

in Germany with the United States government is an indication 
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that he's a risk of flight, are you?

A. I think that was brought up, that he had planned on 

leaving anyway, and he hadn't told Ms. Nations.

Q. Okay.  Are you saying that that indicates a risk of 

flight for Mr. Abdallat, that he was planning on going to work 

in Germany?

A. You're asking about the correlation of the two.  No, 

I'm not 100 percent sure.

Q. Okay.  You're aware that his relationship with Ms. 

Nations has gone on over many years?  Even when he has traveled 

to foreign countries and been stationed in foreign countries 

for long time periods, he's returned to that relationship.  

Aren't you?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. I think -- you're talking about Mr. Abdallat's 

relationship with Mr. Woosley.  You said it was a professional 

relationship going back ten years.  But Mr. McDonald just said 

it was a personal relationship.  Can you tell me what you know 

about that relationship.  

A. Do you want me to give you like an instance?  

Q. I guess, sir.  An instance, an example.  

A. Through studying his e-mails, for example -- I don't 

have the exact time in my head -- but Mr. Woosley attempted to 

get Mr. Abdallat on an official trip to Jordan and attempted to 

assist him.  And what we have on paper is a country clearance 
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request to the State Department in which it is denied.  And we 

have some e-mail traffic stating that Mr. Woosley is trying to 

inquire about it, why isn't it going to work.  And he gets a 

response back that he doesn't have a -- he doesn't have a 

reason to be there.  And we have reason to believe that Mr. 

Abdallat was trying to get a free ride from the government to 

go back home to Amman, Jordan.  

And on his FS-86, he actually states why he went on 

that trip.  He states on the FS-86 that "my mother died" during 

that time frame.  Because he still went.  He bought it with his 

own funds.  So he couldn't get the government to pay for it, so 

he bought the ticket on his own money to go see his -- his 

mother that died.  

But Mr. Woosley interfered with it and attempted to 

get him to go on official, because we see country clearance 

documents.  

Q. Okay.  So (inaudible) -- 

A. So that's definitely a very personal, you know, help 

kind of thing.

Q. Okay.  At that point in time, do you know, Mr. 

Woosley was in a superior position to Mr. Abdallat, correct?

A. He's always been in a superior position, that I'm 

aware of.

Q. Okay.  And was he in a very high-ranking position 

with ICE at that point in time?
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A. In 2006 or 2000?  What time period are you asking 

about?  

Q. I'm not sure (inaudible).  

A. Oh, that trip was in 2000 -- I think, '09, or 

approximately.  I'm not sure of the exact time.  So, yeah, he 

probably was in an executive position.  Probably, I don't -- I 

know that he is now.

Q. Okay.  Do you think Mr. Abdallat should have had any 

reason to doubt Mr. Woosley's credibility or honesty in that 

time period?

A. In 2009? 

Q. Yes.  

A. Yes.

Q. What? 

A. The travel voucher fraud.

Q. Okay.  Anything else?

A. Nope.  Just the travel voucher fraud.

Q. Okay.  Mr. Woosley, I think you said that he had not 

had any administrative issues at his job.  Do you know whether 

or not he had top secret clearance?

A. I'm not aware.

Q. You suppose, as the head of intelligence for ICE, he 

probably did have top secret clearance?

A. Actually, I don't have that reassurance. 

Q. Okay. 
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A. I mean, I hope he does, but....

Q. Okay.  And you said that the -- well, Mr. McDonald 

asked you again about the pension from the Air Force, and I 

hate to go over this again.  But just briefly, what the 

documents reflect -- I'm talking about the documents, the 

statement of reasons why the top secret clearance -- 

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. -- had been denied, don't they reflect that Mr. 

Abdallat said that sometimes his mother got it, sometimes she 

did not, and she had to fight for it, but it was not a constant 

thing. 

A. There is talk of that in here.  I'm not sure how 

you're characterizing it, if it is correct.  I know that she 

did have to request the money at some point, but I don't know 

about when it stopped and when it went.  But there is 

discussion in here.

Q. Okay.  And I know you're saying that Mr. Woosley 

intervened for Mr. Abdallat.  Besides trying to get him a trip 

to Jordan, which obviously coincided with Mr. Abdallat's 

personal reasons for wanting to go to Jordan, besides that, 

what kinds of things did Mr. Woosley do to, I guess, interfere 

or interject himself in Mr. Abdallat's career?

A. Are we including the travel voucher fraud and 

multiple TDYs to Washington, D.C.?  

Q. Okay.  Well, we're pretty aware of the travel voucher 
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fraud.  

A. Okay.

Q. Besides that, I think you said that he had -- again, 

I assume that he's not in the position to protect Mr. Abdallat 

on that, since he's implicated himself, right?

A. What are you asking?  I'm sorry.

Q. The question I had or what I would (inaudible) is 

that you said that Mr. Woosley interjected himself in Mr. 

Abdallat's defense.  I guess I am asking (inaudible) --

A. Yes.  I believe -- I would have to go get it at the 

office and I would have to read through it.  I believe there is 

documentation, e-mails and/or letters that Woosley wrote on Mr. 

Abdallat's behalf.

Q. Oh, okay.  And I know that you said that Mr. Woosley, 

you felt like it hindered your ability to investigate Mr. 

Abdallat because somebody in his chain of command is part of 

the investigation, correct?

A. Yes.  

Q. Okay.  You said the primary focus of your 

investigation is the origin of the dollars sent to the Middle 

East; is that right?

A. Yes.  

Q. Didn't you just tell me some minutes ago that you all 

had not in looked into the source of those funds in the 

Government Employees Credit Union bank account?  
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A. We haven't fully analyzed it yet.  I mean, it is a 

fairly complex process.

MS. STILLINGER:  I will pass the witness, Your 

Honor.  

THE COURT:  Mr. McDonald.  

MR. McDONALD:  No further questions.  

THE COURT:  Agent, you may step down.  Thank you, 

sir.  

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, sir.  

THE COURT:  Do you have some additional witnesses?  

MR. McDONALD:  I do not, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Stillinger, do you?  

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I would like to call 

Agent Ontiveros.  He was the interviewing agent at the time.  

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, I would like to object.  

She hasn't complied with duty request requirements.  You can't 

just -- duty request in the CFR require that if you want to -- 

if the defense wants to subpoena a government witness, they 

have to file a notice in advance, they have to go through 

certain procedure requirements.  And then that -- that agent 

has to -- they have to formulate the questions they want to 

ask, and they have to go through a series of procedures.  You 

can't just call someone out of the audience.  She is well aware 

of the procedures, Your Honor.  

MS. STILLINGER:  I am well aware of the procedures, 
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Your Honor.  Although -- 

THE COURT:  Is all that right, what he said?  

MS. STILLINGER:  You know, I have a question.  I know 

it certainly applies to Department of Justice employees.  I'm 

not positive it applies to Department of Homeland Security 

employees.  Mr. McDonald probably knows that better than I 

do.  

MR. McDONALD:  It does, Your Honor.  There is one 

framework for Department of Justice employees, another 

framework for other federal agencies' employees.  But there are 

two frameworks that are required.  The Code of Federal 

Regulations sets out those requirements.  And you can't just -- 

you can't just call them out of the audience.  There is certain 

procedures that have to be taken into place.  

If she wanted to -- I don't know what she is going 

after.  I don't know.  You know, this is a preliminary matter.  

The burden of proof is very low.  Probable cause has already 

been established.  You know, this is not a mini trial.  This is 

not a show cause hearing.  We're seeking detention.  We believe 

there is ample evidence on the detention issue.  

THE COURT:  All right.  I will follow the law, 

whatever it is.  I just -- I just have never heard of that, 

being on the state side.  If you were fortuitous enough to find 

someone in the audience you could call as a witness, that was a 

good day.  
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MS. STILLINGER:  That's my thought, Your Honor.  

Your Honor, I am aware of those requirements, and 

they require, basically, me to write a letter saying I would 

like to call this employee of the Department of Homeland 

Security, and these are the matters that I would like to talk 

to him about or elicit testimony about.  

Obviously, in this particular case, it is pretty 

clear that the testimony would be about the (inaudible) 

interview of my client, because we know that he was 

interviewed.  It sounds like it was an extensive interview.  

But this particular witness only has some bits and pieces of 

that interview.  

I think that that is pertinent.  I will tell you why 

I think it is pertinent.  Probable cause is established by the 

indictment, Your Honor.  However, 3142, it's still the factors 

you consider, the risk of flight, the dangers -- well, I think 

they're just going on risk of flight.  But one of the factors 

is the weight of the evidence against the defendant.  

The weight of the evidence is -- is something that is 

not established by an indictment.  That's just the charge.  So 

the weight of the evidence -- and that's why we can get into 

the facts of the case, Your Honor.  

But besides that, I think his cooperativeness with 

the agents.  There is an implication that had he known that 

this was all going to happen, he would have fled.  Well, I 
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think he did know, and I think that we have an agent that would 

testify about the interview on February 4th.  It would be 

abundantly clear that my client knew exactly what he was being 

investigated for on February the 4th.  So I think that directly 

contradicts their -- 

THE COURT:  I don't -- I don't have any problems on 

the materiality of it.  But if there is a procedural rule that 

would be violated by allowing you to do that, I'm not really 

willing to do that.  

MS. STILLINGER:  And, Your Honor, I will tell you, I 

know that there is a Fifth Circuit case.  I don't have it at my 

fingertips.  There is a Ninth Circuit case that says it's a 

Sixth Amendment violation of your right to confrontation, that 

if there is a witness there that you want to call and you're in 

the middle of something and you are prevented from calling him 

because of some procedural requirement and that that evidence 

is relevant -- I can find that (inaudible).  

THE COURT:  I mean, that -- that sounds like good law 

to me.  The constitutional provision trumps the rule.  That's 

always been the law.  And I don't have any disagreement with 

that.  

MS. STILLINGER:  (Inaudible).  

THE COURT:  I do know that there are -- the little 

bit of reading that I've done since I've been here, that the 

weight of the evidence is kind of the least of the factors in 
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the balancing of the factors.  

So maybe you could proffer what it is that you want 

to suggest, and if Mr. McDonald doesn't have any objection to 

it -- 

MR. McDONALD:  She has a number of -- she has a 

number of remedies, Your Honor.  She could request that this 

hearing be recessed, give her the opportunity to submit the 

request, for us to consider the request, and then we could 

reconvene tomorrow or the next day.  We're not in a rush.  It's 

already -- the record should reflect, it is already 5:30 in the 

evening.  We've been going at this since the scheduled time of 

2:30.  

The main -- the main reluctance of the government to 

proceed without the Tuley formalities is, of course, the 

slippery slope.  And then when -- Ms. Stillinger appears in 

this courthouse on a regular basis.  We don't want to set the 

precedent that we start doing it.  Then she would start using 

this case as leverage to get it in other matters.  

It wouldn't take her long to submit a request.  

Wouldn't take us long to process it.  Wouldn't take us long to 

reconvene.  So she has a remedy available.  

Additionally, Your Honor, it serves as a protection 

that we limit the scope of -- judicial economies prohibit a 

mini trial.  This is -- that is not the standard.  That's not 

the standard of proof.  This is a very abbreviated proceeding.  
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Hearsay is admissible.  

I would argue that the weight of the evidence -- 

whatever he said was just more gobbledygook that you have in 

Defense Exhibit Number 1.  The real -- the real evidence is 

what the agent testified about, that in October 2010 he didn't 

declare all these things.  And it doesn't matter what he 

said.  

THE COURT:  Well, Ms. Stillinger, Mr. McDonald seems 

to make a reasonable accommodation of the Tuley requirements 

and your Sixth Amendment confrontation right -- 

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor -- 

THE COURT:  -- by simply continuing this proceeding 

until tomorrow morning to give you time to provide them those 

requests.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, could I have just a 

moment to talk to my client?  

THE COURT:  Sure.  

MS. STILLINGER:  My feeling is, since it is a 

detention issue, I think I would prefer to proceed by proffer, 

but I would hate to -- 

THE COURT:  And if I could have your permission, I've 

got a plea in the back that I would like -- I will take the 

plea and give you a chance to talk to your client, and then 

come right back and do whatever we've got to do.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  
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THE COURT:  And just like a three-minute break, and I 

will be right back.  

(Proceedings recessed)

THE COURT:  Ms. Stillinger, did you give any more 

thought to Mr. McDonald's suggestion that we recess for the 

evening, allow you to file whatever motions you need to file 

and then reconvene tomorrow?  

MS. STILLINGER:  Yes, Your Honor.  I have given 

thought to it and I have conferred with my client.  And we have 

decided that we would prefer to proceed this evening -- wrap 

this up this evening.  Would not call the witness.  

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, I'd also just ask for 

clarification on the record that the witnesses that were 

previously subject to the Rule are no longer subject to the 

Rule.  

MS. STILLINGER:  We would agree to that, Your 

Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  So this is going to be 

limited to the issue of your client's knowledge ahead of time 

of what the investigation was about, that he did not attempt to 

flee?  

MS. STILLINGER:  You mean, as far as -- I guess, 

what I would like to do is make a proffer to the Court on a 

couple of items, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  Sure.  
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MS. STILLINGER:  I would like to offer two other 

exhibits, Your Honor, which I will mark as Defendant's Exhibit 

2 and Defendant's Exhibit 3, if I can approach?  

THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.  

MR. McDONALD:  Which one is which?  

MS. STILLINGER:  I will mark the certificate of 

appreciation as 2.  

And I will just leave these up here for the Court.  I 

am just submitting Defendant's Exhibit 2, which is a 

certificate of appreciation given to my client, among several 

other employees, for their good work in the War On Terror in 

August of 2007, and also another letter of commendation in 

April of 2006.  

Can I just borrow this?  

Your Honor, also, by way of proffer, I wanted to 

submit this Defense Exhibit 4, a copy of the warranty deed on 

my client's -- the home that he owns, Your Honor.  

And I would move for the admission of those.  

THE COURT:  Any objection to DX-2, 3 or 4?  

MR. McDONALD:  I don't have an objection, but I just 

want a copy of 4.  

MS. STILLINGER:  I think 4, I did not give you a copy 

of that.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Then, Defendant's 2, 3 and 4 

are admitted.  
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(Defendant's Exhibits offered and admitted, 2, 3

and 4)

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, also -- I'm sorry.  One 

final exhibit, which I will call Defense Exhibit 5.  And, Your 

Honor, this is not so much in the way of an evidentiary 

exhibit.  

I'm sorry.  I marked, (inaudible) on it.  

It's, actually, just information printed out from the 

State Department -- the United States State Department from the 

State Department website, Your Honor, concerning dual 

nationality.  I guess, when I get to argument, I will certainly 

explain how that all ties into it.  

THE COURT:  Uh-huh.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Clearly, by way of proffer, Your 

Honor, I would like to submit that -- and, I guess, this is 

partially come out of the agent's testimony, but -- and I won't 

do it in a detailed way, but would like to submit to the Court, 

by way of proffer, that my client was interviewed by agents of 

FBI, DHS/OIG on February the 4th.  It was an extensive 

interview that I believe covered a great majority of the topics 

that have been discussed here today.  

And although I think it is fair to say, the agent did 

testify my client admitted his involvement with travel voucher 

fraud, I would proffer to the Court that he was well aware of 

the investigation.  The Court could probably presume that for 
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the fact that he was in my office on the date that he was 

arrested, that he obviously knew that he needed criminal 

defense counsel even before his arrest, Your Honor.  

I would proffer to the Court, without going into 

detail -- obviously, I was not there and we don't have the 

advantage of seeing the reports -- but that my client was 

interviewed on the topics of the money transfers.  He did 

represent to the agent -- he did explain those transfers to the 

agents.  He did tell them that if they traced all of those 

transfers, they would see the source of the funds and that 

those were legitimate sources of funds.  He did agree to be a 

witness against his superior in ICE, which is this James 

Woosely.  

And that he did explain why he had that second 

passport -- I'm sorry -- the second Jordanian passport.  He, 

obviously, had the first Jordanian passport because he -- that 

was before he was a United States citizen.  But I will proffer 

to the Court that he did give the explanation as to why he had 

a second Jordanian passport, and that was because of an event 

when he traveled to Jordan, and apparently, his name is so, 

obviously, Jordanian, being a very common name in Jordan, that 

they recognized him as a Jordanian in Jordan, and they said, We 

don't care if you're a naturalized citizen, we consider you 

Jordanian, and we're not letting you leave until you have a 

passport and our approval to leave.  And that is why he had to 
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get that second Jordanian passport.  

I would submit to the Court, by proffer, that there 

were extensive discussions on those topics, Your Honor.  

I would, also -- I think the only thing that was 

left, perhaps, unclear from the agent's testimony, he wasn't 

sure if there was a second interview or if the polygraph was 

part of that first interview, and I would proffer to the 

Court -- and I think Mr. McDonald would agree with me on 

this -- that there was a second request for an interview which 

involved a polygraph examination, and that Mr. Abdallat did 

submit to that.  That was on a different date.  He did 

voluntarily go to the FBI offices and submit to a polygraph 

examination.  

I have argument, but I think, as far as an 

evidentiary proffer, that's all I have to submit.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Who would be your first 

witness?  

MS. STILLINGER:  I do not have any live witnesses, 

Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Oh, okay.  

MS. STILLINGER:  So I am -- I guess it is Mr. 

McDonald's motion, if he wants to argue it first.  

THE COURT:  Mr. McDonald.  

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, at least to the interest 

of judicial economy, I would waive the right to open the 
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argument, but I would reserve the right to respond to Ms. 

Stillinger's argument.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Stillinger.  

MS. STILLINGER:  And, Your Honor, there is one other 

issue of the exhibits, just to request that that first exhibit 

I submitted, Defense Exhibit Number 1, which is regarding Mr. 

Abdallat's background check, when I offered it, I said we may 

need to redact parts of it.  I actually am reviewing it.  I 

think so much of it would have to be redacted, I guess, I would 

ask the Court to seal that exhibit or to consider it and return 

it.  But I think there is, basically, as you can imagine, it is 

chocked full of personal information.

THE COURT:  All right.  

MS. STILLINGER:  I am not sure what the best 

procedure would be.  

THE COURT:  I don't have any problem sealing it.  But 

if it was admitted into evidence, then we probably ought to 

leave it in evidence and just seal it.  

(Defendant's Exhibit 1 sealed) 

MS. STILLINGER:  Okay.  And I have no problem with 

that.  

CLOSING ARGUMENT BY THE DEFENDANT

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, the -- and forgive me 

for going into a little bit more background argument, but the 

Bail Reform Act, of course, presumes that people should be 
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released on bail.  In fact, it directs the Court to release 

somebody on bail on the least restrictive conditions possible, 

except in cases of danger to community or risk of flight.  In 

this case, the government is relying, I believe, solely on the 

theory of risk of flight.  The burden is upon them to prove 

risk of flight and that is by a preponderance of the evidence.  

This is not one of the cases that there is any 

presumption invoked, Your Honor, because it does not involve 

drugs or violence, so -- 

THE COURT:  I heard him say he was part of a 

Terrorism Task Force.  But that doesn't have anything to do 

with this case?  

MS. STILLINGER:  Does not.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MS. STILLINGER:  From what I understand, I think 

there may be some theories floating out there.  And obviously, 

my client is of Middle Eastern decent.  But other than, you 

know, jumping to wild conclusions, from what I see, there is no 

evidence having to do with anything with terrorism, Your 

Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  

MS. STILLINGER:  And, Your Honor, the Rules of 

Evidence don't apply.  But at a bond hearing, there is a 

requirement that they produce reliable evidence, that they 

carry their burden of showing, by a preponderance of the 

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Closing - Defendant 126

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 126 of 148



evidence, not just that he is a risk of flight but that he is 

such a risk of flight that there are no reasonable conditions 

that would assure his appearance in court as required.  

And I would like to talk about a couple of things, 

first, which is the motive for flight.  The charges against Mr. 

Abdallat, first, a misuse of an official passport.  I don't 

know if the Court has had a chance to look at that.  The 

guidelines for that offense, he would be a level 8, which, with 

no criminal history, even if he went to trial and lost on that 

offense, he would be looking at a potential guideline sentence 

of zero to six months.  

Your Honor, with respect to the theft of government 

property charge, that is a more serious charge.  That comes 

under a table having to do with financial loss.  The loss that 

they've alleged is $123,000, I believe, which I can point out 

that they've seized almost that entire amount.  So the 

government has some, I guess, I would say, some assurance of 

restitution in the event that they prove their case.  

But the laws -- and actually, I think that what we're 

talking about is, if he went to trial and lost, he would be 

looking at a sentence of approximately two years, give or take 

a couple of months.  If he entered a plea and negotiated 

something down in the plea, (inaudible) two years.  But let's 

just say, worst case scenario, he might be looking at two years 

in prison.  
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And whether two years in prison -- a potential of two 

years in prison would be enough to give up -- he's been a 

citizen of the United States for 17 and a half years, Your 

Honor.  It makes me wonder, at what point do you really get to 

call yourself a citizen?  At what point do we accept the fact 

that he is American?  

He has been an American citizen for 17 and half 

years.  He has served this country for many of those years, 

Your Honor.  Part of his service involved going to Iraq, the 

agent testified, and obviously using his skills as an Arabic 

interpreter, Your Honor.  He has gotten awards for that, as I 

submitted to the Court.  

And, Your Honor, a great deal has been made about 

inconsistencies in his disclosures, background checks.  The 

reason I submitted to the Court Defense Exhibit 1, Your Honor, 

is because that document talks about all that.  Well, you said 

this, but then he said this, and now you're saying that we 

misunderstood you.  And it kind of goes through -- in nine 

pages, goes through, these are the issues we have concerns 

about, these are the varying explanations we've gotten, these 

are -- these are our concerns.  And for that he didn't get top 

secret clearance.  He just didn't get top secret clearance.  He 

kept his secret clearance.  He kept his job.  He wasn't 

prosecuted.  

Obviously, and I understand (inaudible) is maybe 
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critical of the way I sell this.  But this is a federal 

government agency that considered these issues, investigated 

these issues and dealt with these issues.  And he was deemed, 

in 2006, responsible and reliable enough to continue in his 

role as an employee of ICE in the intelligence division, Your 

Honor.  

They're saying, Well, yeah, but they didn't know 

about this passport, the Jordanian passport.  Mr. Abdallat has 

explained to the agents why he had that passport.  

Well, but they didn't know about the transfer of 

funds.  And this is the thing that, I think, goes to the weight 

of the evidence, Your Honor -- well, no.  This is doesn't 

really come into the weight of the evidence.  This goes to risk 

of flight because they are -- I believe the government is 

suggesting to the Court that there is much more out there.  

There a transfer of a half a million dollars.  There is much 

more out there.  We don't know what to charge him with.  We 

don't know what it has to do with, but a half a million dollars 

is a lot of money, and we don't think he disclosed what he 

should.  

First of all, I didn't catch that the questions on 

the disclosure form necessarily should have been answered 

differently than they were.  And I know I'm just a lawyer.  

But, I mean, really, those questions that the agent read to me 

did not require a response.  If Mr. Abdallat wired a half a 
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million dollars in three different transfers to his family in 

Jordan, that was not responsive to those questions that I 

heard.  That's one thing.  So there is no hiding it.  

Another thing, from what we heard from the agent, 

everything is done in checks and wire transfers.  There is no 

bags of money.  There is no transfers in other people's names 

out of other people's accounts.  But the most amazing thing 

about this is, is that at least as long as the FBI has been 

involved, which is since July, their focus has been on that 

half million dollars.  Well, when money comes into an account, 

you've got a way to trace it.  Did it come in checks?  Did it 

come in $2,000 increments?  $10,000 increments?  Was it 

$150,000 that came in and went out?  They don't know.  Or they 

don't know or they didn't have it available to the Court today.  

So I would say that evidence of a half million dollars is 

completely meaningless, Your Honor.  

Your Honor, Mr. Abdallat -- what we're asking for is 

a bond.  I know Pretrial Services recommended a $10,000 

corporate surety bond.  I'm going to ask for a bond that's a 

little different but I think better secured, which is secured 

by his home that he owns.  He does own his home.  It is a 

rental property.  It's a rental property because he lives with 

his girlfriend, Cynthia Nations, who is here present in court, 

Your Honor.  

He bought this property in 2003.  I believe that the 
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Pretrial Services report reflects the amount of equity, which 

in the range of 60-something thousand dollars.  I think that -- 

I think that's a conservative estimate.  

Mr. Abdallat, since his funds have been frozen, he 

does not have the financial ability to put up much money, Your 

Honor.  Well, like none, because his accounts have been 

completely frozen.  

THE COURT:  Was the checking account frozen, also?  

MS. STILLINGER:  Yes, it was, Your Honor.  

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor -- 

MS. STILLINGER:  Or -- 

MR. McDONALD:  That's been -- it was initially 

frozen, but that was unfrozen.  A seizure warrant just went 

against the savings account.  

THE COURT:  And there was like 20,000 in the checking 

account?  

MR. McDONALD:  10,0000.  

MS. STILLINGER:  I think about 10,000, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Okay.  So I was not aware that's 

unfrozen.  And so, I guess, if -- I would request a bond that 

would not require him to pay a bail bondsman money that he 

would not recover.  This is one of the things that I do like 

about the way the federal courts generally do bonds, is that a 

bond secured by real estate is a bond.  He can't pick that real 
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estate up and carry it.  He's got substantial equity in it, 

Your Honor.  He is able to sign an agreement to forfeit that 

property in the event that he did not appear in court as 

required.  

But I would ask the Court to consider, in a sort of 

common sense way, the fact that they seized $120,000, which 

will be a subject of this case.  In a way, he's kind of already 

put that up on the outcome of this case.  If he loses this 

case, he loses that $120,000.  If he wins the case, he may get 

some of that back.  He has a substantial investment in this.  

I would anticipate that Mr. McDonald will argue to 

you, yeah, but there's bank accounts with a million dollars.  

Your Honor, I don't think that's sufficient for the Court to 

take into account.  We don't -- I mean, they haven't actually 

translated them.  They haven't officially translated them.  

They don't have any information about whether that money is 

there.  They don't have any information about whether or not it 

is actually his money.  

I believe that Mr. Abdallat explained that money to 

the agents.  I believe that he explained why the money went.  

And it is just pretty complicated.  It has to do with his 

mother's estate and bills being due and his mother passed away.  

And so, honestly, I don't want to try to explain all of that.  

But as I proffer to you, Mr. Abdallat did explain that process 

to the agents when he was interviewed.  
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And when they get around to tracing all of those 

funds and when they get around to following the trail, they are 

going to see that there is nothing there.  They haven't done 

that work yet, Your Honor.  They are asking you to consider the 

fact that they might find something there.  I don't think the 

Court can detain someone without bond on the theory that maybe 

they are going to find something.  

So I think the Court needs to look at this, a 

long-time government employee, a United States citizen.  It is 

a white collar offense with fairly low potential sentencing 

guideline, obviously bondable.  

I think an appropriate bond would be amount secured 

by this home.  

THE COURT:  And so how exactly would that work?  

Would he sign over a deed to his house?  

MS. STILLINGER:  Actually, what you do, Your Honor, 

there are specific forms that you have.  You have -- there is 

two forms that you have to sign, and you've got those.  You 

sign an agreement to forfeit the property.  

First, there is a bond set and you say it is X number 

of dollars.  And you can say it is $10,000.  You can say it is 

50,000.  But then it is secured by the real estate owned -- I'm 

sorry -- the real estate at the address, which, of course, just 

shows the legal description on top.  But I don't have the 

address the Pretrial Services report.  
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But you say it is secured by this property.  

That's -- that's on the bond paperwork.  Then there is a 

separate -- it is called an Agreement to Forfeit Property that 

Mr. Abdallat signs.  And he says, I own this property, here is 

a copy of the warranty deed.  

I've got a copy of the deed of trust.  I didn't 

submit it to the Court, but I do have a copy of the deed of 

trust to show who the lienholder is.  

THE COURT:  Who is the lien -- how much is owed 

still?

MS. STILLINGER:  The lienholder is -- let me find 

out.  It was Rocky Mountain Mortgage Company.  It is still 

Rocky Mountain Mortgage Company, Your Honor.  

And I believe the balance is in the Pretrial Services 

report.  

THE COURT:  Is it, okay.  If it is there, I will find 

it.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Mr. Abdallat says that's correct.  

On page 2, there is balance of $83,000 remaining on it.  And he 

is showing the approximate value is 150,000.  That means that 

it has about $67,000 equity in it, Your Honor.  

So he signs an Agreement to Forfeit Property.  There 

is another form that he signs, which is a Waiver of Homestead, 

which you wouldn't really need.  

THE COURT:  Because he is renting it.  
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MS. STILLINGER:  It is just an extra surety in case 

he should move back in there.  It does set out in there that 

they can't transfer the property, encumber it, et cetera.  And 

that gives the government the ability that if he were to jump 

bond, they go in and take it.  

Your Honor, I'm sorry.  There is one other thing -- 

two other things.  

I wanted the Court to know that the United States 

does have an extradition treaty with Jordan.  The extradition 

treaties are set out, actually, in a section of Title 18 -- 

Title 18, Section 3181, sets out all the countries we have 

extradition treaties with and the years they became effective.  

Our treaty with Jordan became effective in July of 1995, and it 

has been utilized since July of 1995.  

And so, I mean, I think the Court can take judicial 

notice that we have a fairly friendly relationship with the 

country of Jordan.  But in the event that he were to flee to 

Jordan, there are remedies on a way to get Mr. Abdallat back 

from there.  

And finally, the State Department printout that I 

gave the Court, it gives a little information about dual 

nationality.  And the reason I wanted the Court to see that is 

that it's from a State Department website.  I thought it very 

interesting that even though a person, a naturalized citizen, 

may say, I am now a US citizen, I am not a Jordanian citizen 
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anymore, Jordan might feel differently about that.  And there 

is even a section in there that says there is nothing in 

Jordanian law that says that you have to have a Jordanian 

passport for an American citizen who may have Jordanian 

citizenship, also.  But in some circumstances, Jordan has 

required that a American citizen who has Jordanian heritage to 

get a Jordanian passport.  

So I submit that to the Court to show there is some 

support for what Mr. Abdallat's explanation was, that when he 

went there one time, they said, You've got to get a Jordanian 

passport or you're not leaving, and that's why he had to do 

that.  

I think that's all I have, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, Ms. Stillinger.  

Mr. McDonald.  

Can I -- before you begin, is Ms. Stillinger's 

assessment of the possible punishment range, is that accurate?  

MR. McDONALD:  I don't believe that her assessment on 

the misuse of a passport for a single count is accurate.  When 

I did the calculations, I thought the punishment range was 

somewhere close to the vicinity -- closer to the vicinity of 

the theft, about 18 months to two years per count.  And, of 

course, you know, the argument would be that the government 

would ask for consecutive sentences is a real possibility.  
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT

Additionally, Your Honor, if the evidence divulges 

it, there is a provision in Title 18, Section 1544, where -- 

and the defendant's been charged, that if the government can 

show that there is a terrorism nexus, then we could reindict 

with that language, and then it runs to a 25-year statute.  And 

that was the purpose of the agent's testimony who is on the 

Counter Terrorism Squad, a member of the Joint Terrorism Task 

Force, that that is a very real concern of the United States 

government, because there is no other information indicated as 

to how he could have raised these funds, other than that's the 

commodity that he had for sale.  And so that's the argument 

that the government is making.  We've been looking for over six 

months to find a legitimate source of this income and this 

money.  

And, you know, I think it is -- I think it's -- I 

think Ms. Stillinger's argument hinges on the fact, he didn't 

get punished in 2006, so why would he leave now?  Well, the 

difference, Your Honor, is look at Defendant's Exhibit Number 

1.  The defendant spent the better part of five or six years, 

from the late '90s till 2006, double-talking and 

gobbledygooking and talking out of both sides of his mouth, as 

repeated for nine pages, to wiggle around these issues.  And 

the result was we denied -- ICE denied his top secret 

clearance.  
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The difference here is, there is an indictment.  The 

difference here is, this is a 63-year-old man with minimal ties 

to this community, a girlfriend that he leaves at the drop of a 

hat to run to Saudi Arabia, to come back, to run to Germany, to 

come back.  She's not an anchor.  He has an estranged son, he's 

not an anchor.  He has $60,000 in equity, chump change to this 

man.  

The difference here is, we're now in a criminal 

court.  And now, as of yesterday, we found the false statements 

that are not outside the statue of limitations.  In 2000, in 

1995, in 2005, those are all more than five years back.  

They're statutorily barred.  He's smart enough to know that.  

He's smart enough to know that we can't prosecute him 

for 1,001 false statements on those documents.  Those are 

offered to show the Court that it wasn't a mistake in October 

of 2010 when he again misrepresented his ties to outside the 

country and to the existence of a passport.  

If a passport was shoved down his throat by the 

Jordanians, as Ms. Stillinger offered in a proffer, not subject 

to cross-examination, then, why not disclose it back in 1998 

when it was shoved down his throat?  Why not disclose in it 

2000?  Why not disclose it in 2005?  Why not disclose it in 

2010?  

The government has met the burden of by a 

preponderance, that continual active omissions.  Have you ever 
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had a foreign passport?  That's what it says in 2010, the 

charge that we're going to add to the indictment.  In 2007, it 

might have said seven years prior.  Still, he should have 

disclosed it.  

If you read this document, you will see the actual 

captions put on the back of the pictures that Mr. Abdallat gave 

to his son after the divorce.  They indicate that we're going 

to inherit this property after you grandmother dies.  

THE COURT:  Are they in English?  

MR. McDONALD:  Yes.  Mr. Abdallat, his son doesn't 

speak Arabic, and so he communicates to him in English.  And 

the annotations are on here.  

And he provides explanations and there is extensive 

dialog about, Do you own this property or not, the way you 

characterize it as "our property"?  But, of course, he also 

characterized it as, We're going to get this after your 

grandmother dies.  And guess what happened in 2009, you've 

heard from the evidence, grandmother died.  His mother died.  

Now the property has passed.  

Why didn't he disclose that he had foreign property?  

Why didn't he disclose that people had control of foreign 

property that was his?  Why didn't he disclose all those 

things?  

And so, while Mr. Stillinger tries to act like this 

is a minor matter, this is a slight inconvenience and a bump on 
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his otherwise 17-year history, the government would aver that 

it is quite the contrary.  This has now moved from an 

administrative process where him and Mr. Woosely and others can 

write letters and answer interrogatories.  Now it is here in 

court with the Department of Justice, not Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement.  That's a big difference.  

And what -- it is fair for you to realize from the 

evidence or for you to find from the evidence that Mr. Abdallat 

was willing to do the double-talk, Sure, I'll answer your 

questions; Sure, I'll play along, thinking that he'd string it 

out like he had for six years before.  And if the going gets 

bad -- 

Remember, you can take judicial notice of the fact 

that we're a mile from an international boundary.  All he needs 

to do is walk over that bridge, and, of course, according to 

the evidence Ms. Stillinger offered, once he represents to 

Jordanian -- the Jordanian officials, he's in.  He doesn't need 

a valid passport.  Goes Mexico, gets one from the Jordanian 

Embassy, he's gone.  

He has a brother in the government.  You saw that 

reflected in Defense Exhibit Number 1.  You've heard that from 

the testimony.  We can ask for an extradition.  Five, six, 

seven, eight years later -- he's 63 years old -- he's into his 

70s.  Is that realistic?  

Another issue is the protection of the community.  He 
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had access to national security information.  We put that in 

the motion to detain, protection of the community.  National 

security information.  Our country's secrets are things that 

need to be protected.  That was reiterated in Defense Exhibit 

Number 1, the executive order and the articulation by the 

government of why those things are sacrosanct and why they're 

protected.  

Had they known the additional information that we now 

know on today's date, when you're considering the evidence, I 

would venture to say the outcome would have been much different 

in 2006.  Why didn't they know the information?  Because he hid 

it from them.  

The interview:  Do you have a Jordanian passport?  

No, no, no.  

They call from the scene:  We found a Jordanian 

passport.  

Do you have a Jordanian passport?  

Oh, yeah.  

Well, now that we found it.  

Do you money overseas?  

Nope, no money overseas.  

Wait, this -- 

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I'm going to object to 

him testifying about having an interview with (inaudible).  

MR. McDONALD:  I'll withdraw that.  
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THE COURT:  I will sustain that objection.  

MR. McDONALD:  Okay.  Well, the court proffer is that 

he was upfront and told them everything.  And I would suggest 

that that's not exactly how it went down.  If that was the 

case, where is the evidence of their translation of these 

documents?  He's had them in his possession.  Where is their 

translation?  

She wants you to believe that they don't or show -- 

(inaudible) testify.  The agent testified they were translated 

by an Arabic speaker in El Paso who said this reflects that 

this is his account and this is this amount of money.  This 

other account shows him and others.  

And the question -- the security question is, do you 

have control of it?  Not, do you own it?  There is lots of 

other questions like that.  

And the question isn't, as was articulated here in 

Defense Exhibit 1, it's not the lie, it's the cover up.  Why 

cover it up?  Why doesn't he declare it?  

He is the visa security officer.  It says that on 

Defendant's Exhibit 1.  He knew all about visa security 

requirements.  He knew all about the requirements of the 

diplomatic passport, how to you use one, when you can't.  He 

knew everything about traveling on a visa.  He was the visa 

security officer at the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.  

And to now suddenly say, Oh, well, you know, I just went on a 

Reporters, Ink.
221 N. Kansas, Ste. 1201, El Paso, Texas 79901   915.544.1515

Closing - Government 142

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:11-cr-00431-FM   Document 25    Filed 04/29/11   Page 142 of 148



vacation.  

Two years -- or a year and a half after he's 

released on his diplomatic assignment, he tries to get his 

buddy, Woosely, to send him government paid to Jordan, and then 

he ends up going.  But he uses his diplomatic passport.  The 

evidence was no stamps in his personal passport.  It is fair to 

suppose that he would do that again.  

He would just do what he wants to do, regardless of 

the Court's orders.  So there are no conditions or set of 

conditions that you can impose.  

That was the reason that the agent testified about 

the 1997 divorce.  A Court across the street told him, Don't 

transfer any money.  He said, I don't care; I think it is my 

brother's money.  So he sent $28,000 to his brother in Jordan.  

And did he disclose on a security agreement?  He 

clearly had control of the money.  No, he didn't.  Not in 2000 

when he had the opportunity, not in 2005, not in 2010.  And, in 

fact, he disregarded Judge Herb Marsh's order.  He disregarded 

the Court's temporary orders that are entered in family law 

matters.  

Is there a set of conditions that you can impose that 

he will follow?  No, he will do whatever he wants.  That's what 

he's always done.  

He has access to sensitive information.  And the 

punishment that the evidence has been, that it's going to get 
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more and more as the investigation unfolds.  

Therefore, we think the government is entitled to -- 

to grant the government's motion.  We've met the burden of 

proof, the preponderance that he is a risk of flight.  He has a 

million plus in Jordan.  He's 63 years old.  He has no ties 

here.  Go back to his 13 brothers and sisters and enjoy life in 

Jordan and tap dance around the extradition issues until he's 

old.  

There is nothing that is holding him here.  $60,000 

for a piece of real estate.  That's not enough, not when he has 

ten times that outside the country.  That's where his -- that's 

where his allegiance and loyalty lies.  

And we think that we're entitled to the Court 

granting our motion to detain.  

THE COURT:  All right.  

MS. STILLINGER:  Your Honor, I didn't want argue 

anymore, but I did want to just, if I could, refer the Court to 

the guidelines section on misuse of a passport, and it is 

Section 2L2.2.  So if the Court wanted to look at the 

guidelines.  

THE COURT:  2L2.2?  

MS. STILLINGER:  2L2.2.  It set's out what the 

offense level is, which is a level 8.  

And also, I'm sorry, I really won't argue, but just 

in response to Mr. McDonald about consecutive sentences, I'm 
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sure that the Court is probably aware that there are some 

provisions in the guidelines about how offenses get proved.  

Given he can't just stack offenses when they are all the same 

offense level.  It doesn't work that way, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. McDonald.  

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, the government is always 

entitled to ask to stack them when offenses are committed on 

separate dates using the same or a different scheme.  

Additionally, Ms. Stillinger failed to do -- he was a 

visa security officer.  He was entrusted with a special level 

of trust by the government when he was issued a diplomatic 

passport.  And there are enhancements in the sentencing 

guidelines that when you're in a special position of trust and 

you abuse that, that's a sentencing enhancement.  

So that's the reason that we think that reasonable 

minds can differ on how the sentencing court may or may not 

rule.  But I think it is a fair argument to say that a visa 

security officer entrusted with a diplomatic passport, it 

wouldn't be unreasonable for the government to seek an 

enhancement and for the Court to grant such an enhancement of 

the abuse of a position of trust.  

And so I think that other factors like that go into 

the government's calculation of the sentence.  And I don't know 

if Ms. Stillinger did or did not calculate that into her 

analysis.  
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But I think it just shows that there a lot of room 

for differing minds -- different opinions on that.

THE COURT:  All right.

MS. STILLINGER:  And that's correct.  I mean, the 

government can always ask, Your Honor.  There is a two-level 

upward adjustment for that.  So potentially, we could go from 8 

to a 10.  It would be a few months in prison, unless it was 

plea.  Then it would go back down to an 8 (inaudible).  

THE COURT:  All right.  

MS. STILLINGER:  And I believe I'm correct in the way 

the defenses would be grouped.  But I think any way you slice 

it, probably the outside limit is the more serious offense that 

we are looking is up to (inaudible), Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Two years.  All right.  

Give me an opportunity to review your exhibits, which 

I will do tomorrow, and then I will have an order for you 

tomorrow.  

MR. McDONALD:  Your Honor, could -- when you issue 

the order, could you just give us the opportunity, in case 

there is an appealable issue.  

THE COURT:  What does that mean?  Do you want to send 

you an e-mail, tell you I did it?  

MR. McDONALD:  Well, if you could give us the order, 

but then grant a period of time before you -- for example, if 

the Court denied the government's motion, then the government 
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has the right to appeal to the District Court.  

THE COURT:  Right.  

MR. McDONALD:  And so we would -- we would like to 

have enough notice so that we could file the appeal before he 

gets released.  Because as soon as your order would issue, 

typically then the paperwork would start.  

THE COURT:  I got it.  So before we do the release 

order, you want to have an opportunity to file the appeal?

MR. McDONALD:  That's correct.  

THE COURT:  I got it.  Okay, I understand.  

Greg, can I have the exhibits?  

THE BAILIFF:  All rise.  

THE COURT:  Thank you all.  

MR. McDONALD:  Do you have all the exhibits, Your 

Honor?  

THE COURT:  I have 2 -- 

MS. STILLINGER:  I'm sorry.  

MR. McDONALD:  (Inaudible).  

THE COURT:  All right.  I've got 2, 3, 4 and 5.  So 1 

is missing.  

MS. STILLINGER:  I put a sticker on a different one, 

but this is an exact copy of it.  (Inaudible).  

THE COURT:  Thank you all very much.  Wish you all a 

good evening.  

(Proceedings concluded)
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