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AN ACT to amend 7.75 (1) and 8.25 (1) of the statutes; relating to: the method

of selecting presidential electors.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, the political parties and the independent and write⌧in

candidates for president and vice president nominate one presidential elector from
each congressional district and two electors from the state at large.  At the election
for president and vice president, a vote for a particular candidate is a vote for that
candidate’s presidential electors.  Currently, the presidential electors are elected on
a statewide basis.  Following the election, all of the presidential electors representing
the candidates who win the statewide vote are, with certain limited exceptions,
bound to vote for those candidates when the presidential electors convene to vote for
president and vice president.  Currently, when there is a vacancy in the office of
presidential elector, the vacancy is filled by a plurality vote of the other electors.

Under this bill, one presidential elector is elected from each congressional
district and two presidential electors are elected from the state at large.  Under this
bill, following the election, one presidential elector representing the candidates who
win the vote in each congressional district and two presidential electors representing
the candidates who win the statewide vote are, with certain limited exceptions,
bound to vote for those candidates when the presidential electors convene to vote for
president and vice president.  This bill provides that a vacancy in the office of
presidential elector must be filled by an individual who represents the same party
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as the individual who is replaced or the same candidates if the elector who is replaced
represented independent or write⌧in candidates.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  7.75 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.75 (1)  The electors for president and vice president shall meet at the state

capitol following the presidential election at 12:00 noon the first Monday after the

2nd Wednesday in December.  If there is a vacancy in the office of an elector due to

death, refusal to act, failure to attend or other cause, the electors present shall

immediately proceed to fill the vacancy by ballot, by a plurality of votes the electoral

college vacancy by substituting an individual who represents the same party as the

presidential elector who was elected or the same candidates if the presidential

elector who was elected represented independent or write⌧in candidates.  When all

electors are present, or the vacancies filled, they shall perform their required duties

under the constitution and laws of the United States.

SECTION 2.  8.25 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.25 (1)  PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS.  By general ballot at the general election for

choosing the president and vice president of the United States there shall be elected

as many electors of president and vice president as this state is entitled to elect

senators and representatives in congress.  One elector for president and vice

president shall be elected from each congressional district and 2 electors for

president and vice president shall be elected from the state at large.  A vote for the

president and vice president nominations of any party is a vote for the electors of the

nominees.

(END)
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