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As high school students around the country prepare for the SATs and ACTs, several 
students have been arrested for cheating on the test, and hundreds of teachers and 
school administrators have been accused of erasing students’ answers and penciling in 
the correct ones on high-stakes end-of-year standardized tests.
  
A college student was arrested this week for accepting thousands of dollars to take 
the SAT exams for six New York high school students. This arrest comes only a 
few weeks after nearly 200 Georgia educators were accused of falsifying standardized 
test scores —erasing students’ answers and penciling the correct ones without 
the students’knowledge-- in several schools.
 
High school students hired college student to take their SAT
 
Since 2009, six high schoolers allegedly paid an Emory University student between 
$1,500 and $2,500 to fly back home to New York to take the SAT in their place. All 
seven have been arrested for their participation in the cheating scheme. 

The six current and former students of Great Neck North High School in Long Island, 
N.Y., hired 19-year-old Sam Eshaghoff to impersonate them and take the standardized 
test. At each test site, Eshaghoff presented a fake driver's license bearing his photo with 
the paying student's name, authorities said. The students had signed up to take the test 
at schools other than their own so they wouldn't be recognized.

Eshaghoff’s test scores were within the 90th percentile ranging between 2140 and 2220, 
out of the SAT's perfect score of 2400, prosecutors said. Rumors of a cheating ring drew 
attention from school faulty. When several students’ high schools didn’t match their 
regular academic grades, the cheaters were identified.  Authorities caught Eshaghoff 
after a handwriting analysis.

Eshaghoff has pleaded not guilty to charges of scheming to defraud, criminal 
impersonation and falsifying business records. The students whom he impersonated 
were charged with misdemeanors and released.

Pressure to succeed may be connected to rise in cheating

Students aren’t the only ones caught cheating recently. Georgia Governor Nathan 
Deal announced that dozens of Atlanta public school educators falsified standardized 
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tests or failed to address such misconduct in their schools in the 2008-2009 school year. 
The state's report indicated there was a climate of cheating and performance-at-all-costs 
during the tenure of former Superintendent Beverly Hall -- a charge Hall has denied.

Investigators said 178 teachers and principals working at 44 schools were involved in 
the cheating scandal. The educators, including 38 principals, were either directly 
involved in erasing wrong answers on a key standardized test or they knew -- or should 
have known -- what was going on, according to the governor's office.

Six principals declined to answer investigators' questions and invoked the Fifth 
Amendment right against self-incrimination, but 82 of the educators admitted their 
involvement, the report stated.  Some of the teachers could face criminal charges.

Cheating on standardized tests has also been reported in D.C., Philadelphia, Houston, 
Baltimore, raising questions about why so many administrators would risk their careers 
to improve test scores. And while high-stakes testing is not new, many blame increased 
pressure on test scores to show improvement.
“We rely too heavily on the scores of relatively simple (and relatively cheap) machine-
scored ‘bubble’ tests as the measure of educational accomplishment, and that invites 
deception, cheating and criminal behavior,” writes NewsHour Education Correspondent 
John Merrow.
 
“Cracking down on cheaters — which we should do — won’t fix our problem.” Here’s 
more: http://takingnote.learningmatters.tv/?p=5203
 
Even students who know that cheating is wrong understand the pressure. 

“Desperation to please people — or a feeling that there is no way out. They would rather 
do it quickly, and get it done,” explained the teenage daughter of Joan Arbisi Little at 
Macalester College in Minnesota.
 
 What are the consequences of cheating?
 
The teachers who altered tests will lose their job.  The students whose tests were altered 
without their knowledge are in a tricky situation and were given a false impression of 
success. In some cases, these students were deprived of remedial education and 
graduated high school knowing less than they were told they did.  
 
As for students who get caught cheating on college preparatory exams such as the SAT 
or the ACT, the consequences vary. According to the College Board, which owns the 
SAT and ACT, students who are caught cheating are given several options including 
retake the SAT or ACT free of charge and provide an explanation and documentation of 
how the scores increased and cancel the scores , which is not considered by the ACT or 
ETS as an admission of guilt.
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