
Using NewsHour Extra Feature Stories
STORY

Cheating Students, Teachers and Administrators Get Caught
09/30/2011
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/us/july-dec11/cheating_09-20.html

Estimated Time: One 45-minute class period with possible extension
Student Worksheet  (reading comprehension and discussion questions without answers)

PROCEDURE

1. WARM UP
Use initiating questions to introduce the topic and find out how much your students know. 

2. MAIN ACTIVITY
Have students read NewsHour Extra's feature story and answer the reading comprehension and discussion questions on 
the student handout.

3. DISCUSSION
Use discussion questions to encourage students to think about how the issues outlined in the story affect their lives and 
express and debate different opinions.]

INITIATING QUESTIONS

1. Why do people cheat? 

2. What are test scores used for? What is the SAT test used for?

3. What is a standardized test?

READING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS – Student Worksheet

1. How much did high school students allegedly pay another student to take the SAT test for them?
Between $1500 and $2500

2. What is a perfect score on the SAT?
2400

3. How were the cheaters identified in the SAT cheating case?
Several students’ high schools didn’t match their regular academic grades

4. Who is the governor of Georgia who revealed that dozens of Atlanta public school educators 
falsified standardized tests?
Gov. Nathan Deal

5. In all, how many Atlanta teachers do officials say were involved in the testing scandal?
178

6. How many principals declined to answer investigators’ questions about the testing scandal?
Six

7. What are some of the consequences of cheating on standardized tests?
The teachers who altered tests will lose their job.  The students whose tests were altered without their 
knowledge are in a tricky situation and were given a false impression of success. In some cases, these 
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students were deprived of remedial education and graduated high school knowing less than they were told 
they did.  

As for students who get caught cheating on college preparatory exams such as the SAT or the ACT, the 
consequences vary. According to the College Board, which owns the SAT and ACT, students who are 
caught cheating are given several options including retake the SAT or ACT free of charge and provide an 
explanation and documentation of how the scores increased and cancel the scores , which is not considered 
by the ACT or ETS as an admission of guilt.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (more research might be needed)

1. Do you think there is pressure to cheat in your school? Why might students feel pressured to do 
so?

2. Do you think standardized tests are good indicators of how students are doing? If so, why? If not, 
what would be a better indicator?

3. Why do you think teachers and administrators might be tempted to alter students’ test scores?

Extension Activity
Have students write a 300-500 word essay on this topic providing clear examples. Send your completed 
editorial to NewsHour Extra (extra@newshour.org). Exceptional essays might be published on our Web site. 
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