
 

Hon. Stephen Seche 
U.S. Ambassador to Yemen 
U.S. Embassy – Sana’a 
Sa'awan Street, P.O. Box 22347 
Via post and fax: (967) 1 303-182 and (967) 1 303-175 
 
 
April 22, 2010 
 
Dear Ambassador Seche: 
 
Re: Sharif Mobley, US citizen kidnapped in Sana’a on 26 Jan 2010 
 
I am the Legal Director of Reprieve, a London-based legal nonprofit that represents 
prisoners held without charge in the “war on terror.”  I write in my capacity as counsel 
for Sharif Mobley, a United States citizen abducted from the streets of Sana’a, Yemen 
on January 26, 2010.   
 
I would be grateful if you could reply to the points raised in this letter as a matter of 
urgency.  It is now 86 days since a group of masked men seized Sharif Mobley and 
threw him into a waiting vehicle.  Reprieve’s investigation suggests he is now in a 
Political Security Prison in Sana’a, very near your own offices.  
 
We have very troubling information concerning the role that the United States played 
in Mr. Mobley’s disappearance; how he was treated after his abduction; and how he 
came to be facing charges in Yemen. 
 
I shall therefore look for a response from you by 28th April, 2010.  While I expect that 
you will clarify the record about all U.S. involvement in this case, I am requesting an 
urgent and specific response concerning the following two points: 
 

1. By this letter, I request that you immediately intervene with Yemeni authorities 
to facilitate Sharif Mobley’s access to his U.S. counsel at the earliest 
opportunity. 

 
2. By this letter, you and all officials at the US Embassy in Yemen, be they 

consular officials, law enforcement officials, or any other agent of the United 
States Government, are on notice that any interrogation of Sharif Mobley 
without a U.S.-qualified attorney present is to cease immediately.  A further 
request under the Freedom of Information Act for all interrogation reports of 
Mr. Mobley since his abduction will follow under separate cover. 

 
These are by no means the only outstanding issues.  Mr. Mobley’s tragic case raises 
a host of questions that warrant a swift and comprehensive answer from your 
Embassy.  I hope that the recitation of facts and laws below will guide your own 
investigation and responses. 
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The Duties of a US Embassy towards American Citizens 
 
Let us begin with I hope is a point of agreement: your Embassy is not merely a far-
flung outpost for the processing of papers.  The first task of an Embassy, a vital one in 
troubled times, is to safeguard the welfare of American citizens.  
 
The State Department manual for U.S. Foreign Service officers makes this principle 
plain: 
 

Our most important function as consular officers is to protect and assist 
private U.S. citizens or nationals traveling or residing abroad. Few of our 
citizens need that assistance more than those who have been arrested in a 
foreign country or imprisoned in a foreign jail. 
 

7 U.S. Dep’t of State, Foreign Affairs Manual § 412 (Sept. 1, 2004), available at 
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/86604.pdf (updated Oct. 7, 2008) 
(hereinafter ‘Foreign Affairs Manual’). 
 
This principle—we do not abandon our own citizens to a black hole, wherever they 
may be, whatever they may have done—applies with even more force to kidnappings 
of U.S. citizens by unknown parties.   
 
Abduction of a U.S. citizen is an offense so severe that U.S. law requires the State 
Department to address it immediately, in writing, at cabinet level: 

 
[T]he Secretary of State shall provide prompt and thorough notification to 
the next-of-kin (NOK); notification shall be provided through the most 
expeditious means available: including telephone communications, and 
shall include timely written notice. 
 
The Secretary, through the appropriate offices of the Department of State, 
shall act as a clearinghouse for up-to-date information for the next-of-kin 
and shall provide other services and assistance. 
 

Foreign Affairs Manual § 1820-22 (citing 22 U.S.C. §2715, Procedures Regarding 
Major Disasters And Incidents Abroad Affecting United States Citizens) 
 
By law, U.S. citizens kidnapped abroad also have recourse to help from the FBI: 
 

Kidnapping and hostage taking of U.S. citizens are federal crimes for 
which the FBI has authority to investigate under the U.S. Criminal Code. 
The FBI opens investigations into all kidnappings and hostage takings 
involving U.S. citizen victims. As victims of federal crimes, individuals 
and their families are entitled to specific rights and services from 
the FBI. The FBI Office for Victim Assistance (OVA) is the primary point 
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of contact within the FBI for providing rights and services to victims and 
families.  

 
Foreign Affairs Manual § 1820 (citing, inter alia, 18 U.S.C. § 1203 Hostage Taking; 18 
U.S.C. § 1202 Ransom Money; and 18 U.S.C. § 1201 Kidnapping). 
 
In plain English: when a U.S. citizen is abducted abroad, it is a matter of the gravest 
consequence for United States.  If, on your watch, a U.S. citizen were to be seized by 
masked men in broad daylight, bundled into a vehicle, and “disappeared”, seeing him 
safely home would be priority number one. 
 
Legal duties aside, an Embassy serves another vital, but more subtle, function.  It 
should be a bastion of America’s founding principles – liberty, equality, and due 
process of law – particularly in countries where those rights are far from certain. As 
U.S. Ambassador to Yemen, you are the face of American ideals in a setting where 
they face a greater test than ever before. 
 
It is against this backdrop that we should consider Sharif Mobley’s fate.  
 
The Kidnapping of Sharif Mobley 
 
Reprieve has spent weeks investigating the disappearance of Sharif Mobley. In an 
effort to get to the bottom of what happened in the weeks after his abduction, I have 
met his American parents, his American wife, and his two American children—who 
were just three years and two months old when Mr. Mobley was kidnapped.  I am 
sorry to report that, in your Embassy’s handling of Sharif Mobley’s case, American 
principles have been nowhere in sight. 
 
Mr. Mobley’s dealings with the US Embassy before his abduction 
 
Beginning in January of this year, Sharif Mobley had multiple meetings with officials at 
your Embassy in an effort to leave Yemen safely with his wife and two children. His 
baby Charles, having just been born in November, needed a new passport, and Mr. 
Mobley apparently required additional pages for an exit visa stamp.  The processing 
of both requests was dilatory.  Michael Meszaros, the U.S. Embassy official 
responsible for processing the documents, claimed during one visit that he simply 
‘forgot’ to submit the family’s papers.  
 
After the first visit to the Embassy, the family noticed that they were being followed.   
 
The final visit by Mr. Mobley to your Embassy took place on January 24, 2010.  Again, 
the family received no help on the documents they needed to leave Yemen together. 
 
Mr. Mobley was abducted two days later. 
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Sharif Mobley’s abduction from Sana’a 
 
On or around the afternoon of January 26, 2010, a group of masked men, clad in 
black, reportedly seized Sharif from the neighborhood around his home and threw him 
into a waiting car.  Eyewitnesses reported to the family that it was unusual for the 
abductors to have worn masks.  As we know, though, this is SOP for US agents 
operating abroad.  We have compelling evidence that US agents were involved in 
Sharif’s original abduction.  Please ensure that your investigation confirms the extent 
to which this was true.  
 
The family’s effort to secure consular assistance 
 
Mr. Mobley’s family sought desperately to find help for him from the day of his 
disappearance.  Sharif Mobley’s wife, Nzinga Islam, called the U.S. Embassy twice 
that afternoon: first reaching the emergency line, and second speaking to Michael 
Meszaros, the consular official her husband had previously dealt with.   
 
The only advice she received from any corner was to file a report at a Yemeni police 
station.  Terrified that she would be kidnapped as her husband had just been, she 
asked that a U.S. consular official escort her. This request was refused. She did, 
however, go to the Yemeni police station nearest the family home, and lodge a report.   
 
At 1 a.m., the night of the disappearance, the Mobley family home was raided.  Over a 
dozen men – some clad in military uniforms, some plainclothed – searched the house, 
holding Mrs. Mobley and the two children at gunpoint.  Papers and the family 
computer were seized.  At one point, one of the Yemeni soldiers let slip that Mr. 
Mobley had been hospitalized.  When Mr. Mobley’s wife—understandably upset—
asked how on earth this had happened and where Mr. Mobley had been taken, the 
man who made the admission was silenced. 
 
The next day, January 27, 2010, Mr. Mobley’s wife presented herself at the U.S. 
Embassy seeking consular assistance for her husband. She also sought help from 
your consul so that she, and her two young children, could safely leave Yemen, just 
as Mr. Mobley had done.  She indicated that her husband had apparently been 
hospitalized as a result of his kidnapping, and reported the raid on the home. 
 
She received no assistance on this visit. Instead, she was interrogated by two “legal 
attachés,” ‘Jared’ and Dennis S. Brady, about her and her husband’s connections and 
activities in Yemen.  In response to her complaint about the raid, ‘Jared’ apparently 
quipped: “You should be used to this, you’re from Philly.”   
 
Mrs. Mobley was astonished to see the agent who had supervised the raid on her 
family home present at your Embassy, wearing an official badge. She asked consular 
officials to identify this individual and explain his role in the kidnapping of her husband; 
this request was denied. 
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She sat outside the U.S. Embassy for some time after this interrogation—her home 
raided, her husband gone, her own Embassy obviously complicit in some way in the 
abduction, who knew what awaited her en route to her house?  After a fruitless and 
desperate wait for assistance, Mrs. Mobley returned home. 
 
The Mobley family’s futile efforts to find Sharif and leave Yemen 
 
After this initial visit, Mrs. Mobley estimates that she met with officials from your 
consul no fewer than six times.  In addition to ‘Jared’ and Mr. Brady, she was 
interrogated by one Vincent Lisi.  
 
On none of these occasions did she receive any succor; any indication as to her 
husband’s welfare or whereabouts; or anything that bore the faintest resemblance to 
consular assistance.  
 
Instead, she was repeatedly interrogated about her husband; threatened about what 
would be done to him if she failed to cooperate; and delayed in her own efforts to 
return with her two children to the United States.  
 
Neither she nor any other member of the Mobley family received a written statement 
of their rights as U.S. citizens, victims of a kidnapping.  They never received written 
confirmation of Mr. Mobley’s whereabouts.  Indeed, only after the family in the United 
States involved a local Senator did Mrs. Mobley receive her infant son’s new passport. 
 
In early March, she finally managed to leave Yemen with the two children.    
 
Meanwhile, Sharif Mobley’s fate remains murky.  He is apparently in a secret prison, 
and media reports allege his involvement in a shooting in early March. Those reports 
are silent as to the key questions in this story: 
 

- Who abducted Mr. Mobley in January?  
 

- Yemen is a signatory to the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations 
(VCCR).  See http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ae6b3648.html.  
When was the U.S. first given notice of Mr. Mobley’s imprisonment?  
What were the charges first preferred against him?  When did your 
Embassy first provide him with consular assistance?  What assistance 
did your staff provide? 

 
- Was Mr. Mobley interrogated by US officials after his disappearance?   

 
- How and why did Mr. Mobley end up in hospital in the first place?  

 
- What steps did the U.S. Embassy take to ensure that Mr. Mobley was 

treated appropriately and granted his constitutional rights as a U.S. 
citizen, and when? 
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- What commitment has the Embassy now made to ensure Mr. Mobley has 

access to his U.S. and Yemeni counsel, is treated fairly, and that any trial 
against him in Yemen satisfies minimal standards of due process? 

 
Obviously, with our tradition of the presumption of innocence, we can none of us 
prejudge Mr. Mobley based on allegations that have been made in the media, 
although U.S. law clearly permits the victim of a kidnapping to use deadly force in 
defense of himself.   
 
One thing, however, seems clear: this entire tragedy could have been avoided if the 
U.S. Embassy had simply processed the family’s documents in timely fashion and 
helped them safely leave Yemen.  Reasonable people might therefore place a large 
proportion of the blame for what happened at the feet of your Embassy, without 
regard to U.S. involvement in his actual abduction.  Given the dangers in the local 
environment for Americans at that time, one could be forgiven for thinking a young 
family deserved expedited processing.  Instead, Mr. Mobley vanished, apparently 
without consular assistance, for several weeks, until he resurfaced in the media.    
 
My organization stands for a simple principle: the rule of law. Adherence to it is not 
merely the right course – it makes us safer.   
 
In this instance, we have some way to go to bring the rule of law back to Sharif 
Mobley.  He must instantly be advised of his Constitutional rights. He must be granted 
access to Yemeni and American attorneys.  And if there is to be a trial – potentially a 
capital trial – against him in Yemen, it is surely the U.S. Embassy’s first duty to ensure 
that that process is free, open, and fair. 
 
The sad truth is that corrective action may be too little, too late.  Nonetheless, I 
sincerely hope this letter will spur your Embassy to correct a grievous injustice 
committed against one of its own citizens.  You have an unmistakable duty, as the 
Ambassador, to do so. 
 
I eagerly await your reply.  Icelandic volcanoes permitting, I intend to travel to Yemen 
at the earliest possible moment to speak to my client. 
 
Very sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Cori Crider* 
Legal Director 
Reprieve 
cori@reprieve.org.uk 
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* Licensed in the State of New York 
 
cc:  Michael Meszaros 

Vincent Lisi, Legal Attaché 
Dennis S. Brady, Assistant Legal Attaché 
‘Jared’ (As this individual did not leave Mrs. Mobley a card, I would be most 
grateful if your office could see to it that he receives a copy of this letter) 

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
President Barack Obama 
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