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July 22, 2010 
 
Re: FOIA/Privacy Act Request on behalf of Sharif Mobley 
Expedited Processing Requested 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
This letter is a request ("Request") under the Freedom of Information Act ("FOlA"), 5 
U.S.C. § 552 et seq., its corresponding regulations, the President's Memorandum of 
January 21,2009, 74 Fed. Reg. 4683 (Jan. 26, 2009), the Attorney General's 
Memorandum of March 19, 2009, 74 Fed. Reg. 49,892 (Sep. 29, 2009), and the 
Privacy Act, U.S.C. § 552a. 
 
The request is submitted on behalf of Sharif Mobley (“Mobley”), born January 19, 1984 
in Vineland, New Jersey, through his undersigned counsel at Reprieve.1 Mr. Mobley is 
currently held in the Political Security (PSO) Prison in Sana’a, Yemen. 
 
The purpose of this request is twofold: one, to reunite Mr. Mobley with his due process 
rights; and two, to educate the public about US proxy detention practices by making 
relevant documents publicly available on the Reprieve website. 
 
Broadly, the request seeks records relating to: 
 

1. Mr. Mobley’s abduction from the streets of Sana’a, Yemen on January 26, 
2010. 

2. U.S. agencies’ involvement in that disappearance. 
3. U.S. agencies’ interrogation of Mr. Mobley in incommunicado detention in 

Yemen, at a time when he was suffering torture and/or cruel, inhuman, and 
degrading treatment (CIDT). 

4. The wider pattern of U.S.-sponsored sweeps and proxy detention in Yemen 
from January 2010, of which Mr. Mobley’s seizure is a part. 

 
Expedited processing and a fee waiver are sought. The grounds for these requests are 
set out at Parts B and C to this letter and are supported by the attached declaration of 
counsel. 
 

A. Requested Records 
 
Please provide the records in electronic form where the record is either a) maintained 
in electronic format or b) readily reproducible in electronic form.  
 
Please ensure that the search encompasses documents held by agency offices in 
Sana’a, Yemen, and Washington, D.C., as well as any other relevant repository. 
 
In general, Mr. Mobley requests all records in any way relating to, pertaining to, or 
mentioning himself by any and all persons or entities, including all persons acting on 
behalf of the United States. The further requests, outlined below, are made to elucidate 
the sorts of records in the likely possession of the target agencies. They should not be 

                                                      
1 Reprieve is a London-based legal nonprofit that acts for prisoners held beyond the 
law in the “war on terror”. Mr. Mobley has authorized Reprieve to act for him. 
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construed to limit the full record production to which the requester is entitled. 
 

1. Specifically, all records created after January 1, 2010, relating to the Mobley 
family’s dealings at the U.S. Embassy – Sana’a, including, but not limited to, 
records regarding: 

a. The family’s registration at the Embassy; 

b. The family’s indication to officials at the Embassy that they wished to 
leave Yemen and were seeking assistance in doing so; 

c. Any request by Mr. Mobley or his wife, Nzinga Saba Islam, to have 
documents processed necessary for the family to leave Yemen; 

d. Discussions regarding the processing of these papers, including, but 
not limited to, any discussion that they were to be delayed so that U.S. 
officials could interrogate Mr. Mobley or his wife; 

e. The identity and contact details of individuals who interrogated Sharif 
Mobley at the U.S. Embassy from January 1, 2010, until January 26, 
2010, when he vanished; 

f. Interrogations of Mr. Mobley at the U.S. Embassy, by individuals 
including, but not limited to, Dennis Brady, Vincent Lisi, ‘Jared’, and 
any other ‘legats’), including, without limitation, statements by Mr. 
Mobley, transcriptions of interrogations, photo, video, digital or other 
contemporaneous recordings of the interrogations, FBI 302s and CIA 
reports; 

g. Nzinga Islam’s call to the U.S. Embassy Emergency Hotline on 
January 26, 2010, and any discussion thereof or response thereto; 

h. Nzinga Islam’s call to Michael Meszaros on January 26, 2010, and any 
discussion thereof or response thereto; 

i. Nzinga Islam’s visit to the U.S. Embassy on January 27, 2010, her 
request for consular assistance, and any discussion thereof or 
response thereto; 

j. Interrogation reports of Nzinga Islam at the U.S. Embassy (including, 
but not limited to, interrogations by Dennis Brady, Vincent Lisi, ‘Jared’, 
and any other ‘legats’), including, without limitation, statements by Mrs. 
Islam, transcriptions of interrogations, photo, video, digital or other 
contemporaneous recordings of the interrogations, FBI 302s and CIA 
reports; 

k. Mrs. Islam’s query as to the identity of the apparently Yemeni agent 
she witnessed, wearing a badge, on Embassy premises on January 
27, 2010, and any discussion thereof or response thereto; 

l. The identity of this Yemeni agent, his relationship with any U.S. 
agency or official, and his role in Mr. Mobley’s abduction or 
interrogations; 

m. Any request by Mrs. Islam for processing of her baby Charles Mobley’s 
passport, and any response thereto; 

n. All subsequent visits of Mrs. Islam to the U.S. Embassy, including, but 
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not limited to, records discussing her queries as to her husband’s 
whereabouts, and any response thereto. 

2. Records concerning U.S. or Yemeni officials following Mr. Mobley between 
January 1 and 26, 2010. 

3. Records concerning visits by federal officials (including, but not limited to, visits 
by Dennis Brady, Vincent Lisi, and ‘Jared’) to the Mobley family residence. 

4. Records concerning Mrs. Islam’s travel back to the United States with her 
children. 

5. Records concerning Mrs. Islam’s interrogation at the US airport on her return to 
the US in early March, including, without limitation, statements by Mrs. Islam, 
transcriptions of interrogations, photo, video, digital or other contemporaneous 
recordings of the interrogations, FBI 302s and CIA reports. 

6. All records created after January 2009 relating to the legal justification for 
interviewing U.S. citizens in custody abroad, including, but not limited to, 
the extent to which the U.S. Constitution constrains U.S. agents’ actions with 
respect to their citizens in detention, the application of the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
and/or Eighth amendments to U.S. citizens in custody abroad; and any 
affirmative duties on U.S. agencies to ensure that U.S. citizens are not 
subjected to torture or CIDT in custody. 

7. Any records (incl. correspondence) created from November 2009 (including, 
but not limited to, notes, e-mail, and telephone records) between the federal 
government and the government of Yemen regarding Mr. Mobley, 
including, but not limited to, records regarding: 

a. Records discussing whether Mr. Mobley was a target of intelligence 
interest; 

b. Whether Mr. Mobley and/or his family were to be followed; 

c. Whether Mr. Mobley was to be seized, and how; 

d. Whether force was to be used in the seizure of Mr. Mobley; 

e. Whether and when deadly force was permissible; 

f. Whether Mr. Mobley was to be interrogated, and how; 

g. Whether U.S. agents were to be permitted to access Mr. Mobley, and 
how; 

h. Whether Mr. Mobley’s home was to be searched, and how; 

i. Whether Mr. Mobley was to be transferred from one site to another, 
and how. 

8. All records created after January 21, 2009, discussing whether money is to be 
paid to Yemeni officials or other individuals in Yemen on the 
understanding that individuals will be seized and will be accessible by U.S. 
officials, or for any other detention- or interrogation-related reason. 

9. All records created after January 1, 2010, discussing whether money is to be 
paid in exchange for the seizure, detention or interrogation of Mr. Mobley. 

10. Records concerning the identities and addresses of ‘Matt and Khan’, the US 
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agents who interrogated Mr. Mobley in incommunicado detention in Yemen. 

11. Records concerning the identities of the doctors, nurses, or other medical 
personnel who saw Mr. Mobley from January 26, 2010 onwards. 

12. Medical or psychiatric records concerning Mr. Mobley from January 26, 2010 
onwards, or other records concerning his health and psychiatric condition. 

13. Records concerning the identities of any Yemeni guards, interrogators, or other 
officials who saw Mr. Mobley in custody from January 26, 2010 onwards. 

14. All records created after January 1, 2010, relating to visits of U.S. agents 
(including, but not limited to, the individuals who identified themselves as ‘Matt’ 
or ‘Khan’), to Mr. Mobley in hospital, including without limitation: 

a. Statements of Mr. Mobley; 

b. Interrogation reports; 

c. Transcriptions of interrogations; 

d. Notes, photographs, memoranda, observations of the conditions in 
which Mr. Mobley was kept; 

e. Records of any medical and/or psychiatric treatments provided, 
requested, or denied; 

f. Records of the mental health and psychological condition of Mr. 
Mobley. 

15. All records created after January 1, 2010, relating to visits of U.S. officials 
(including, but not limited to, the individuals who identified themselves as ‘Matt’ 
or ‘Khan’), to Mr. Mobley in prison, including without limitation: 

a. Statements of Mr. Mobley; 

b. Interrogation reports; 

c. Transcriptions of interrogations; 

d. Notes, photographs, memoranda, observations of the conditions in 
which Mr. Mobley was kept; 

e. Records of any medical and/or psychiatric treatments provided, 
requested, or denied; 

f. Records of the mental health and psychological condition of Mr. 
Mobley. 

16. All records created after January 1, 2010, relating to visits of consular 
officials to Mr. Mobley anywhere in custody, including without limitation the 
date of the first such visit, and identities and addresses of any consular officials 
present, and of any other U.S. agents present simultaneously with consular 
officials. 

 
B. Application for Expedited Processing 
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Mr. Mobley requests expedited processing pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E); 22 
C.F.R. § 171.12(b); 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d); 32 C.F.R. § 286.4(d)(3); and 32 C.F.R. § 
1900.34(c).  
 
Generally, expedition is warranted where failure to expedite could reasonably be 
expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an 
individual.  5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(I). It is also warranted when it involves "the loss 
of substantial due process rights." 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d)(iii). 
 
Both situations obtain here. Mr. Mobley is in the Political Security Prison in Sana’a.   He 
may face a trial in Yemen, in a court that international observers have repeatedly found 
does not meet minimum fair trial standards.  Meaningful disclosure of exculpatory 
information in that process is unavailable. The penalty facing the requester may be 
death.   
 
Counsel for Mr. Mobley is an organization in the business of disseminating information 
of high public interest regarding U.S. counterterrorism practices. Expedited disclosure 
of the material would, in addition to serving Mr. Mobley’s interests in seeking due 
process, serve the strong public interest in knowing whether the security services of 
their nation are complying with their legal obligations. 
  
His defense is impossible without the exculpatory information sought in this request. 
 

C. Request for Fee Waiver 
 
The undersigned does not seek these records for any commercial use, and thus 
understands that the first two hours of search time and the first 100 pages of 
duplication will be performed free of charge. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iv)(II).  
 
As to any additional search expenses, please waive any fees because disclosure of 
this information is in the public interest and is not primarily in the commercial interest of 
the requester. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).  
 
The four-factor test for a public interest waiver is generally:  
 

(1) whether the subject of the requested records concerns the operations or 
activities of government; 
  
(2) whether disclosure of the requested records is likely to contribute to an 
understanding of government operations or activities;  
 
(3) whether disclosure of the requested records will contribute to a "reasonably 
broad" audience and whether the requester has the "ability and intention to 
disseminate the information to the public; and  
 
(4) whether disclosure of the requested record will contribute "significantly" to the 
public understanding.  

 
See D.C Technical Assistance Org. v. HUD, 85 F. Supp. 2d 46, 48-49 (D.D.C. 2000); 
28 C.F.R.§ 16. 11 (k)(2)(i)-(iv).  
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Mr. Mobley’s case forms part of a pattern that is of manifest public interest. The proxy 
detention regime the U.S. is increasingly operating abroad has, to date, been 
discussed little and reported less.  
 
Disclosure here will contribute significantly to the public’s understanding of the 
operations and activities of government—it will help the public understand whether 
the security services of their nation are having U.S. citizens seized by foreign 
intelligence agencies.  It will also shed light on how U.S. agencies are currently 
applying, or failing to apply, their legal obligation not to commit, condone, solicit, or be 
complicit in, torture and CIDT.  
 
Publication of this information via Reprieve, Mr. Mobley’s pro bono legal 
representatives, will educate the broad audience of individuals, civil society members, 
journalists, and others who follow the organization’s work on the war on terror.  
 

* * * 
 

Please construe this as an ongoing FOIA request, encompassing any reports or 
documents that come within the possession of the agency subsequent to your 
response. 
 
If all or part of this request is denied, please specify which exemption(s) are claimed for 
withholding each page or passage. Please also state the number of documents or 
portions thereof, and the number of pages and dates of each document withheld. 
Where part of a document is determined to be exempt, please provide the non-exempt 
portions. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). To the extent that this requires redaction, please "black 
out" these materials, rather than "whiting out" or "cutting out" these materials so that 
redactions can be recognized as such.  
 
The undersigned reserves the right to appeal any decision(s) to withhold information 
and expects that you will list the address and office to which such an appeal may be 
directed. 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(6)(A)(i). 
 
Thanks for your attention to this request. Please direct all future responses to my 
attention at the below address.  You may also reach me by telephone at +44 207 353 
4640. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Cori Crider 
Legal Director 
Reprieve 
cori@reprieve.org.uk 
Enclosures (1)
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DECLARATION OF CORI A. CRIDER
IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED PROCESSING

I, Gori A.. Crider, declare pursuant to 5 U.S.C.§ 552:

.' 1. I am Legal Director of the Secret Prisons team at Reprieve, PO Box 52742, London
EC4P 4WS, England. I submit this request as counsel for Sharif Mobley, a citizen of
the United States currently detained at the Political SecurityPriso'n in Sana'a, Yemen.

2. Reprieve have represented Mr. Mobley since March 25,2010, when his wife, Nzinga
. Saba Islam, instructed us in hercapacity as next friend to seek his release from

detention. .

3. I firstmet Mr. Mobley on May 26, 2010, at an official interView of him by the State
Security Prosecutor in Sana'a, Yemen. He orally authorized Reprieve's
representation at that time.

4. Mr. Mobley was not charged at that interview with any crime. He has not yet, to my
knOWledge, been charged.

5. Nonetheless, the situation facing Mr. Mobley is grave. It involves a potential death
sentence, in a process that human.rights observers have consistently stated does not
mean minimum international fair trial standards.2 The currentconditions of his
detention are unsanitary and dangerous.

6. The following narrative is drawn from my interviews with Mr. Mobley and with Mrs.
Islam about their ordeal E?ince January of this year.

7. I respectfully submit that, given the risks facing Mr. Mobley, the exculpatory nature of
the records subject to the request, and the manifest public interest in the conduct of
their own security serVices, the case for expedition is plain.

.The Disappe~ranceof Sharif Mobley

8. Sometime on January 26, 2010, two white vans pulled up to a small shop on Souq al
Maqaleh Street in Sana'a, Yemen - the neighborhood where Sharif Mobley lived with
his family. Mr. Mobley, wh.o had been grocery shopping since that morning, was in
front o.f the shop, taking a break for tea.

9. Eight armed men clad in black and balaclavas poured out of the vans. Without
identifying themselves, showing a warrant, or offering any other preamble, they
grabbed Mr. Mobley. .

10. Because the abductors had clutched only his jacket, Mr. Mobley managed to slip out
of their grasp, and tried to run away. He made it two steps before they shot him twice
in the leg. He fell to the ground. The men thenthrew him, crying out for his wife, into
one of the vans, and sped away.

2 SeeUSState Department 2009 Human Rights Report: Yemen, available at
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/nea/136083.htm: ("AI and local NGOs characterized
specialized criminal courts a.s unconstitutional. Defense lawyers reportedly did not have full .
access to the charges against their clients or relevant government evidence and court files.")
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11. It remains unclear why Mr. Mobley was' seized on this day. He had lived with his wife
and daughter in Sana'a, Yemen since mid-2008, studying Arabic and Islam. The
family traveled back to the U.S. once when his wife developed a health problem, but
otherWise lived fairly uneventfully. His American parents had visited the family twice
In Yemen; in November 2009, the family gave birth to a baby boy, Charles.

12. Near the end of 2009, however, the security situation in Yemen deteriorated sharply.
In the wake of attempted terrorist attacks traced to Yemen and the subsequent
targeting of non-Yemeni Muslims, Mr. Mobley and his wife decided that Yemen had
become too dangerous a place for their infant son and young daughter. It was time to
go home.

13. The family's first port of call was, naturally enough, the Embassy. In early January,
Mr. Mobley presented himself there, telling consular officials that the family needed
papers processed to go back to New England together. The consul's response began
positively but quickly soured. U.S. officials refused to process the family's papers in q
timely way, and instead interrogated Mr. Mobley about his contacts and activities in
Yemen.

14. After he left the Embassy, Mr. Mobley noticed he was followed home.

15. Despite this, the family returned to the Embassy several times, in an effort to
persuade consular officials to help them return to the U.S. safely. These efforts, the
last of which was on January 24, 2010, failed.

16. Mr. Mobley was abducted two days later, on January 26, 2010.

17. On the afternoon of January 26, Mr. Mobley's wife reported the kidnapping to the U.S.
Embassy. _She called both the emergency hotline and Michael Meszaros, the
consular' official who had dealt with the family prior to the seizure.

18. Mr. Meszaros apparently told her that U.S. authorities could do little, and that she
should file a report with the Yemeni police. She asked for an escort to go to the police
station, to protect her from disappearing as her husband had. This request was
denied.

19. Nonetheless, Mrs. Islam duly filed a police report at a local station, but learned
nothing by doing so.

.20. Thatnight, at 1 a.m., fifteen to twenty soldiers and plainclothesmen raided the Mobley
family home. Mrs. Islam and her two children were held at gunpoint and strip
searched. In the course of the raid, as Mrs. Islam was being questioned, a soldier
blurted out that Mr. Mobley had been hospitalized. Mrs. Islam sought more
information on her husband's fate, to no avail.

21. The next day, January 27, 2010, Mrs. Islam traveled to the U.S. Embassy in Sana'a
to follow up on her kidnapping report, and to seek consular assistance for her
vanished husband.

22. While waiting to be admitted to consular services, she saw on the premises the .
Yemeni who had supervised the raid on the family home. He was wearing an official
U.S. Embassy badge.

23. After a time, Mrs. Mobley was admitted. U.S. agents began interrogating her. No one
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offered consular assistance. When she enquired as to the identity of the Yemeni man
she had seen, and asked why he wore an Embassy badge and what had happened
to her husband, she received no answer.

24. Mrs. Mobley then 'spent several weeks until early March 2010" - trying to locate her
husband; checking in with U.S. authorities; and seeking to return safely with her
children to the U.S..

25. She never received any answer as to Mr. Mobley's whereabouts. U.S. officials denied
knowing where he was, while interrogating her about him, and making it clear that her
infant's papers would not be processed if she did not provide the information they
wished to have. Amongst the items used in these interrogations were copies of family
photos taken during theraid on the Mobley home.

26. Me;:tnwhile, on the day of the kidnapping, Sharif Mobley had been taken to the Police
Hospital in Sana'a.

27. In the van driving over, he had asked to speak to consular officials. Every time he
asked, the masked men would strike him in the head.. He could not see the men, as
he was hooded.

28. At the Police Hospital, Mr. Mobley's leg was operated on. He was forced to take
heavy doses of post-operative drugs. He reports having felt deeply disoriented by the
drugs.

29. He was blindfolded and shackled to the hospital bed, one arm on either side,
effectively for twenty-four hours a day. The sole exceptions were mealtimes, when.
one cuffwould be loosened enough for him to reach his mouth, and a corner of the .
blindfold would be lifted enough to see to eat. The sensory deprivation and immobility
compounded his disorientation.

30. Mr. Mobley repeatedly asked for consular a'ssistance, and to contact his wife and
mother. His minders studiously ignored him. He feared that the same fate, or worse,
would befall his wife and young children.

31. After four days chained to the bed, with no consular help and no news of his family,
Mr. Mobley stopped eating. .

32. Thesame day, two U.S. agents arrived at the hospital room where Mr. Mobley was
confined. .

33. No badges were shown; no surnames given. The agents said only that they were
'Matt from FBI and Khan from DOD.'

34. Mr. Mobley immediately asked for a lawyer, to give news of his whereabouts tohis
wife and mother, and to see consular officials.

35. 'Matt and Khan' replied that Mr. Mobley was not under formal arrest and would not be
read his rights. They stated that, despite that he was a U.S. citizen being interrogated
by U.S. agents, he had no Constitutional rights.

36. Over the next three to fourweeks, 'Matt and Khan' interrogated Mr. Mobley
approximately a half dozen times. They conducted most interviews in the presence of
at least one, and sometimes two, Yemeni officials. While these officials took a minor
part in the interrogations, it was clear that 'Matt and Khan' were running the show.
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37. In each session Mr. Mobley was drugged, sleep and sense-deprived, and hungry for
news about his family. The agents offered no help, .

38. Instead, they used his fears and his disorientation to break him, and to try to force
him to tell them what they wished to hear. During one interrogation session, they
dangled the keys to his house in his face, implying that his wife was either in.their
custody or in severe danger. This created in him a terror that his wife would be
abducted and assaulted.

39. During the questioning, 'Matt and Khan' threatened Mr. Mobley. They told Mr.
Mobley he would go to prison; thathe would be raped in prison; that his wife would be
seized and imprisoned as he was; that his .children would be placed in an orphanage;
Clnd that he would never see his family again.

40. Mr. Mobley stated to Matt and Khan that he feared being tortured in Yemeni prison.
. 'Matt and Khan' stated that they were not aware of torture taking place in Yemen.

41. At the last of these sessions in the Police Hospital-approximately 21 to 25 days after
the seizure-'Matt and Khan' told Mr.Mobley that he was going to be taken to prison
very soon. They reiterated the threat that he would be raped there, and said further
questioning from them would follow.

42. Shortly thereafter, Mr.Mobley was prepared for movement. Medical staff removed
the catheter he had been forced to wear. The removal, either through roughness or
incompetence, caused Mr. Mobley to bleed heavily from his genitals. The blood
seeped through the front of his hospital gown, which Mr. Mobley pointed out to the
hospital staff.

43. Despite the genital bleeding, Mr. Mobley was hooded and shackled, putin the back of
. a van, and driven to a new site -likely the Political Security(PSO) prison in Sana'a.

44. At the PSG prison, soldiers pushed Mr. Mobley from the van and tried to make him
walk to his cell. Having been chained to a bed for the better part of amonth, Mr.
Mobley's muscles had atrophied. He fell.

45. This earned him a beating by the guards, who kicked him in the leg, despite his
injuries, and cursed him. They then dragged him down a flight of stairs and left him on
a metal slab. There, Mr. Mobley blacked out.

46. After a few hours, Mr. Mobley came to. Blood had seeped through the front of the
prison garb he had been put in.

47. For reasons unknown, he was ·then taken to the General (Jumhori) Hospital in
Sana'a, where his detention continued for another three to four weeks.

48. 'Matt and Khan' came to interrogate him at least once in this period, and reiterated
many of their previous threats.

49. At no point in this period was Mr. Mobley identified ofhis Constitutional rights;
permitted to see a consular official; or given any news of the situation or whereabouts
of his family.

50. Mr. Mobley is now alleged to have tried to· escape from the Jumhori Hospital where
he was held incommunicado, shooting two guards, one fatally.
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51. After the alleged shooting, 'Matt and Khan' disappeared, and a large number of
interrogators from other U.S. agencies came in their stead.

52. Mr. Mobley continued to suffer abuse and ClOT in custody. Only after Jurther
interrogation by US and Yemeni agents was he permitted to see a consular official.
These consular officials made visits in tandem with U.S. intelligence agents.

53. Mr. Mobleyremains in the PSO prison to this day. He faces a possible death
sentence. in a closed 'security' court in Yemen.

54. Inthe Yemeni prosecutorial file, nothing is said of Mr. Mobley's priOr detention, his
abuse in custody, or the role of U.S. officials in his disappearance.

I hereby declare that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Oa.tE;!d: 21 July 2010
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Cori Crider
Reprieve
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