
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From:  < @ic.fbi.gov> 
Date: Fri, Jul 8, 2011 at 4:39 PM 
Subject: Re: FW: FBI/Foreign Detention of Americans Questions for 
Mother Jones magazine | Deadline Friday 
To: "nbaumann@motherjones.com" <nbaumann@motherjones.com> 
 
 
In review of your e-mail request, here is the response.  You may cite 
this as coming from the FBI or FBI officials: 
 
 
 
There are occasions when the FBI has carefully reviewed information 
and elected to share that information with foreign law enforcement 
services.  At times, those services may decide to locate or detain an 
individual or conduct an investigation based on the shared 
information. Additionally, there have been instances when foreign law 
enforcement have detained individuals, independent of any information 
provided by the FBI, and the FBI has been afforded the opportunity to 
interview or witness an interview with the individual. In these 
instances FBI Special Agents acted in accordance with established FBI 
policy and guidelines. 
 
FBI employees travel to and are based in foreign, host, countries with 
the permission of that government and operate under the authority of 
the U.S. Ambassador. FBI employees do not operate independently 
without the knowledge of the host country or the US Ambassador.  Each 
of the FBI legal attaché offices is established through mutual 
agreement with the host country and is situated in the U.S. embassy or 
consulate in that nation. To balance the FBI’s interest in addressing 
the international aspects of its investigations with respect the host 
country’s national sovereignty, the FBI must rely on the capability 
and cooperation of the host country’s law enforcement community. 
 
The FBI operates within the  guidelines established by the United 
States Attorney General and the FBI and federal law. While overseas, 
those same guidelines, laws and procedures are in effect; however, FBI 
Special Agents do not have the same authorities overseas that they do 
domestically. They do not have arrest powers nor investigative powers 
and any form of investigative activity is coordinated with the host 
government. Additionally, the FBI works closely with the Department of 



Justice, including the Office of International Affairs, as well as 
numerous other federal agencies located in U.S. Embassies. So we 
really fulfill and operate under a very different capacity. 
 
The FBI legal attaché office’s worldwide initiate and establish 
relationships with foreign law enforcement counterparts. Typically, 
they will come to us with questions they have or investigations they 
are conducting that have a nexus to the United States. We will work 
with those partners to attempt to facilitate their investigation. 
Conversely, if we here in the United States have an investigation that 
has an international nexus, we can then go to those same partners and 
ask for their assistance to assist us in the investigation.  All of 
this exchange of information is conducted within our legal framework. 
The FBI determines whether to share information with foreign partners 
through a multilayered approach. A part of the approach includes a 
review of the information ensure it would serve a law enforcement 
purpose and consideration of privacy issues. 
It is up to the host country and their laws and rules as to how to 
address the information. 




