
                                                            
                                            
Dr. Robert Gibbens 7/13/15
Director, Western Region, USDA/APHIS/AC, 
2150 Center Ave. 
Building B, Mailstop 3W11 
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117 

Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Secretary Vilsack, Dr. Gibbens, 

I am writing to you today to file an Official Complaint against the Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute (85-R-0003), for what I
believe are clear violations of the Animal Welfare Act.  I am very disturbed that this facility has been allowed to violate the Animal 
Welfare Act for several years without any penalties.  Lovelace's carelessness not only hurts animals but also potentially endangers 
people.  

I am especially concerned that, according to USDA reports, Lovelace has had nine animal escapes in only one year.  This is 
extremely disturbing since we are discussing a lab that has handled highly dangerous pathogens such as anthrax and plague.

As you know, Lovelace has a long history of violating the Animal Welfare Act, dating back to a major fine in 2011.  
As you also know, this facility has recently been inspected on 6/17/15.  There were two serious infractions cited -- one for section 
2.31 Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee relevant to an incident in which Lovelace staff caused fatal respiratory arrest in a 
dog, and a second infraction against section 3.80 primary enclosures relevant to Lovelace negligence which alloweded three 
separate monkey escapes.

These two infractions bring the one year non-compliance total for Lovelace to sixteen.  In many instances specific citations for 
non-compliances are actually relevant to multiple incidents of non-compliance (i.e. in the 6/17/15 inspection the single citation for 
code section 3.80 Enclosures is actually relevant to 3 separate incidents of primate escapes).  In this 1 year time period there have 
been 5 rabbits dead, 1 monkey killed, 1 dog killed,1 monkey broken leg, 1 pig broken leg, 8 monkey escapes, 1 dog escape, 
repeated incidents of protocol violations, citations for inadequate veterinary care, etc.  And the failures to comply with the Animal 
Welfare Act go back even further as the 7/19/13 inspection contained an additional six non-compliances.  And if we go back a bit 
further, Lovelace paid a $21,750 fine in 2011.  Lovelace is long overdue for serious enforcement action by USDA/APHIS/AC.  If this 
facility isn't deserving of a fine from the USDA, then no one is. 

I hereby file an Official Complaint against the Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute relevant to multiple incidents of improper 
animal handling, inadequate supervision of experimentation, inadequate veterinary care, etc.  I must insist that the USDA institute 
an immediate investigation.  I fail to understand why this facility has been allowed to violate the Animal Welfare Act with impunity for
so long.

 know that the USDA considers major violations of the Animal Welfare Act to be very serious in nature, especially when these 
violations kill or seriously injure animals and potentially endanger people.  Since the Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute has a 
long history of animal abuse which has led to multiple animal deaths and/or injuries, I must insist that you take the most severe 
action allowable under the Animal Welfare Act and immediately begin the process of issuing the maximum fine allowable against 
the Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute at the completion of your investigation -- $10,000 per infraction/per animal. 

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future about the fate of this facility. 
 

Sincerely,

Michael A. Budkie, A.H.T.,
Executive Director, SAEN  

Attachments:  5 USDA Inspection Reports 
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