
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA

In re:

The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis,

Debtor.

Case No. 15-30125

Chapter 11

RESPONSE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS TO
MOTION OF THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF UNSECURED CREDITORS FOR AN
ORDER (1) GRANTING EXPEDITED RELIEF AND (2) APPROVING ADDITIONAL

NOTICE PROCEDURES

The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis (the “Archdiocese” or “Debtor”), acting

through its undersigned counsel, respectfully submits this response to the Notice of Hearing and

Verified Motion of the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors (the “Committee”) for an

Order (1) Granting Expedited Relief and (2) Approving Additional Notice Procedures (the

“Motion”), and states as follows:

1. The Archdiocese shares and has actively participated in the Committee’s

commitment and goal of publishing and disseminating appropriate notice of the August 3 claim

filing deadline in order to observe due process rights and reasonably reach out to potential

Sexual Abuse Claimants.

2. Before the Archdiocese made a motion to establish a deadline for filing proofs of

claim in this Chapter 11 case, the Archdiocese had extensive discussions with the Committee to

develop a mutually-agreeable procedure for providing broad and far-reaching notice of the

proposed claim failing deadline to potential Sexual Abuse Claimants.

3. Through this process, the Archdiocese and the Committee substantially agreed on

the appropriate methods, forms and scope of notice and publication prior to the April 16, 2015
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hearing on the Archdiocese’s motion for an order establishing a deadline for filing proofs of

claim.

4. With modest edits and revisions, the Court subsequently approved the parties’

noticing and publication procedures in an order dated April 17, 2015 (the “Claim Deadline

Order”).

5. Since entry of the Claim Deadline Order, the Archdiocese has worked diligently

to faithfully comply with each Court-approved notice and publication requirement in its

concerted effort to reach potential Sexual Abuse Claimants and provide them clear direction on

how to timely file a proof of claim form. The Archdiocese believes that it has achieved that goal.

6. As detailed in a previously-filed certificate of service (Doc. 199) and affidavit of

compliance with supporting exhibits (Doc. 257), the Archdiocese has complied with: (i) all of the

specific terms of the Claim Deadline Order within its power relating to notice and publication;1

and (ii) the Court’s additional oral directive from the bench on May 7, 2015 that the Archdiocese

further publish notice of the claim filing deadline in more prominent and visible sections of 23

publications. In addition, the Archdiocese worked with the Committee to determine size and

placement of the ads published in each of these publications.

7. The Committee now requests the entry of an order requiring the Archdiocese to:

(i) deliver a letter to every parish within the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis (a) requesting that the video be played in every parish in connection
with each Mass service on July 11-12, 2015 and (b) requesting that the video (or
the website address to the video referenced [in the Motion]) be posted to each
parish website; and (ii) post the video (or the website address to the video
referenced above) on the debtor’s website.

1 Based on available space, dates of publication and internal rules regarding the placement of
ads, the earliest the Archdiocese could publish the Publication Notice in the National Catholic
Reporter and the National Catholic Register was May 22 and May 17, respectively. The
remaining 21 publications completed the first publication in their respective legal notice sections
by May 7, 2015, i.e., within two weeks of service of the Sexual Abuse Claim Filing Deadline
Package.
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Doc. No. 270 at 4-5.

7. As a threshold matter, the Archdiocese observes that this video, along with the

August 3 claim-filing deadline, have already been broadly disseminated to the public through

prominent media outlets throughout the region. See, e.g.,

http://kstp.com/article/stories/s3838569.shtml (discussing and providing a link to the video);

http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2015/06/29/clergy-abuse-victims-call-for-others-to-come-forward/

(same); http://www.twincities.com/crime/ci_28403779/clergy-abuse-victims-want-court-force-

st-paul (discussing the instant motion and providing a link to video). The video is also posted on

YouTube.2

8. Based on the extensive and court-compliant notification and publication efforts

completed by the Archdiocese to date, and the otherwise broad dissemination of the video, the

Archdiocese does not believe that further notice procedures are necessary in order to satisfy due

process requirements.

9. However, to the extent that the Court concludes that further notice is appropriate

under the circumstances, then the Archdiocese respectfully requests that any order granting the

requested relief clarify the scope and nature of that relief as follows:

(a) The request should ask only that each parish – in its sole discretion –
invite parishioners to watch the video after Mass. Because the celebration of Mass is the
central act of worship in the life of the faithful and a place where parishioners go to
experience the divine grace of God and Christ’s sacrifice, it would be inappropriate to
interpose this video during a highly-spiritual time of peace and reflection. Additionally,
the content of the video is not suitable or appropriate for the many young children who
also attend Sunday Mass.

(b) The request should allow that each parish – in its sole discretion – invite
parishioners to watch the video outside of the sanctuary. Many sanctuaries are not
equipped to show a video and parishioners can now access the video on YouTube.

2 The Archdiocese further notes that the claim-filing deadline itself is first mentioned at minute
5:14 of the 7 minute video. Doc 270 at Ex. 1.
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(c) The request should further ask that each parish indicate that the video: (i)
constitutes a message from certain sexual abuse claimants regarding the pending
Archdiocese bankruptcy; (ii) is not a message that has been created, promoted or
endorsed by the Archdiocese; and (iii) should not be construed as an admission of
liability or fault by the Archdiocese or any parish.

(d) Finally, if posting the video to their respective websites is ordered, the
Archdiocese and the parishes should be permitted to include similar qualifying language
identified in subsection (c) above to provide appropriate context regarding the source and
purpose of the video.

10. Accordingly, to the extent that this Court decides to grant the Committee’s

requested relief, the Archdiocese believes that each of the qualifications in Paragraph 9(a)

through 9(d) is necessary in order to provide appropriate context for the video and to ensure that

its dissemination does not unduly impinge upon, or interrupt, parishioners’ worship. Mass is an

opportunity for all parishioners to receive God’s grace, bear witness to the self-sacrifice of Christ

and to receive the sacrament of the Eucharist. The Archdiocese respectfully requests that this

remain true during the Masses on July 11-12, 2015.

Dated: July 7, 2015 Respectfully submitted,

/e/ Richard D. Anderson

BRIGGS & MORGAN, P.A.
Richard D. Anderson (#2306)
randerson@briggs.com
Charles B. Rogers (#130588)
crogers@briggs.com
2200 IDS Center
80 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402
Telephone: (612) 977-8400
Facsimile: (612) 977-8650

Attorneys for The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA

In re:

The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis,

Debtor.

Bankruptcy Case No. 15-30125

CHAPTER 11 CASE

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Aaron G. Thomas, under penalty of perjury, states that on July 7, 2015, he caused to be served
the following:

RESPONSE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND
MINNEAPOLIS TO MOTION OF THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF
UNSECURED CREDITORS FOR AN ORDER (1) GRANTING EXPEDITED
RELIEF AND (2) APPROVING ADDITIONAL NOTICE PROCEDURES

by sending true and correct copies via ECF to the parties as specified by Rule 9013-3.

Dated: July 7, 2015 /e/ Aaron G. Thomas
Aaron G. Thomas

Attorney for The Archdiocese of Saint Paul
and Minneapolis
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