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Thank you for your email, dated 10 January 2022, requesting the following:

“...information about the government's programme of regular engagement with
Pariamentarians over the UK's nuclear weapons programme. The programme is described in
the Ministry of Defence report ‘National Report of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, pursuant to Actions 5, 20 and 21 of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) Review Conference 2010 for the 10th NPT Review Conference’

(https://assets publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data
file/1029703/UK-national-report-non-proliferation-of-nuclear-weapons-10th-review-

conferenceod), which states:
“We are implementing a programmeofregular engagement with Parliamentarians, designed
to increase their understanding and awareness ofthe UK's nuclear deterrence and
disarmament policy, andprovide opportunity for dialogue” (op9-10).

1 shouldbe grateful if you would provide me with the following information in relation to this
programme of engagement.
+ Please provide me with the objectives, targets, andtarget group for this programme and a

copy of the project definition document or equivalent for the programme.
«Please provide me witha st of all communications to Parliamentarians (including email

updates, newsletters, regular mailings, briefings, and communications on social media)
which were sent out over the 2021 calendaryearaspart of this programme, and a copy of
the most recent specimen ofeach communication.

+ Please provide me with a listofall events (including meetings and online meetings,
receptions and dinners, and study visits) organised over the 2021 calendar year through
the programme, including the title of the event, the location, and the names of any
speakers

+ Please provide me with the number of one-to-one or small group meetings (including online
meetings and seminars) held with Parliamentarians over the 2021 calendar year as part of
this programme, and the identity of the Parliamentarians who were invited to take part in
such meetings.”

We have treated your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 (he ACY).
A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of Defence (MOD), and
we can confirm that we hold information in scope of your request. Information which is able to be:
publicly released is provided at Annex A. However, some of the information you have requested



falls within the scope of the absolute exemptions provided for under Sections 21 (Information 
Reasonably Accessible to the Applicant by Other Means) and 40 (Personal Data) of the Act and 
has been withheld. 
 
Section 21(1) of the Act provides that information is exempt from disclosure if it is reasonably 
accessible to the applicant by means other than requesting the information under the Act. It is an 
absolute exemption and there is therefore no requirement to consider the public interest in making 
a decision to withhold the information. It has been applied to the booklet which is referred to in 
Annex A as being relevant to the second part of your request.  
 
Section 40(2) of the Act provides that information is exempt from disclosure if it is the personal 
data of an individual other than the requester. It is an absolute exemption and there is therefore no 
requirement to consider the public interest in making a decision to withhold the information. 
It has been applied to the names of individuals, as disclosure would constitute the release of 
personal information, contrary to the data protection principles of the Data Protection Act 1998. 
 
Under Section 16 of the Act, whereby public authorities should provide advice and assistance, so 
far as it is reasonable to do so, you may find it helpful to know that there is no project definition 
document or equivalent for the programme of Parliamentary engagement on nuclear matters. The 
Government routinely engages with Members of Parliament and Members of the House of Lords 
on a range of issues as part of ongoing activity. The information we have provided to you at Annex 
A to address the first part of your request therefore consists of extracts from a number of different 
information sources. You may also wish to note that the booklet we have exempted from release 
under Section 21 but which is relevant to the second part of your request is accessible at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
1049443/UK_Nuclear_Deterrence_Policy_Booklet.pdf 
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, are not satisfied with this response or 
you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of your request, please contact this office in 
the first instance. If informal resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may 
apply for an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, 
Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.gov.uk). 
Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40 working days of the 
date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.  
  
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the MOD internal review 
process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information 
Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details 
of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on their website, 
http://www.ico.org.uk.  

  
Yours sincerely,  
  
  

Defence Nuclear Organisation Secretariat 
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Annex A to FOI2022/00356 
 
“Please provide me with the objectives, targets, and target group for this programme and a 
copy of the project definition document or equivalent for the programme.” 
 
Parliamentarians are a priority audience over the remaining life of the current Parliament even in 
the absence of any direct votes on defence nuclear issues. Engagement with Parliamentarians 
should have a broad, educational, focus. It has been identified that Parliamentarians would, in 
general, benefit from gaining a better understanding of matters such as:- 
 

a. the current and near future threat picture, and the continued relevance of the UK’s 
independent nuclear deterrent to meet this; 

b. the link between this threat picture and the IR changes; 
c. the costs of the renewal programme represent a necessary long-term investment in our 

security, are closely monitored, and are value for money; 
d. the role of collaboration with the US in the replacement warhead programme and that this 

is a sovereign capability;  
e. the benefits to UK industry, economy and the Union of the deterrent and wider Defence 

Nuclear Enterprise; and 
f. the UK’s continued commitment to multilateral disarmament and the collective goal of a 

world free of nuclear weapons. 
 
The overriding objective for any such engagement is to inform and educate interested 
Parliamentarians on the UK’s approach to nuclear deterrence and disarmament policy. In doing so, 
activity seeks to underpin the credibility and long-term sustainability of the deterrent by increasing 
understanding and support among Parliamentarians for maintaining that capability for as long as 
the security situation requires. Activity is designed to inform, not influence, and help place the 
deterrent in its strategic security context. 
 
Engagement with Parliamentarians will use a blended approach, combining small amounts of 
bespoke engagement with relevant groups (such as briefings for appropriate Parliamentary 
Committees) with broader educational items. Direct engagement activity is to be preferred where 
possible. 
 
 
“Please provide me with a list of all communications to Parliamentarians (including email 
updates, newsletters, regular mailings, briefings, and communications on social media) 
which were sent out over the 2021 calendar year as part of this programme, and a copy of 
the most recent specimen of each communication.” 
 

1. A booklet titled ‘The UK’s Nuclear Deterrent’ was made available at the briefings to 
members of the Armed Forces Parliamentary Scheme (AFPS) – detailed below – for them 
to take away if they so chose. A copy of this publication has been withheld from disclosure 
under Section 21(1) of the Act. 

 
 
“Please provide me with a list of all events (including meetings and online meetings, 
receptions and dinners, and study visits) organised over the 2021 calendar year through the 
programme, including the title of the event, the location, and the names of any speakers.” 
 

1. 11 June 2021 – James Franklin (Deputy Director of Policy in the Defence Nuclear 
Organisation, MOD) presented a briefing titled ‘Introduction to UK Nuclear Deterrence 
Policy’ to members of the AFPS as part of the programme for their visit to Her Majesty’s 
Naval Base (HMNB) Clyde. This was delivered virtually. 

2. 25 November 2021 – xxxxxxxx (Deputy Head of Policy in the Defence Nuclear 
Organisation, MOD) presented a briefing titled ‘Introduction to UK Nuclear Deterrence 



Policy’ to members of the AFPS as part of the programme for their visit to HMNB Clyde. 
This was delivered in person at HMNB Clyde. 

3. 7 December 2021 – Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) Minister for 
Middle East, North Africa and North America James Cleverly, supported by Sarah Price 
(Head of Counter Proliferation and Arms Control Centre, FCDO), xxxxxxxx (Deputy Head of 
Policy in the Defence Nuclear Organisation, MOD) and xxxxxxxxxxxi (Head of International 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Security, Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy) presented a briefing titled ‘The UK’s approach to the Non-Proliferation Review 
Conference (RevCon) in January 2022’ to Members of the House of Lords International 
Relations and Defence Committee (IRDC). This was delivered virtually. 

 
 
“Please provide me with the number of one-to-one or small group meetings (including 
online meetings and seminars) held with Parliamentarians over the 2021 calendar year as 
part of this programme, and the identity of the Parliamentarians who were invited to take 
part  in such meetings.” 
 
Three (those referred to above).  
 
The Parliamentarians invited to the APFS visit to HMNB Clyde on 11 June 2021 during which a 
briefing on UK nuclear deterrence policy was provided were as follows (note that not those invited 
may have attended). 
 

• Claire Coutinho MP 

• Jane Stevenson MP 

• James Sunderland MP 

• Peter Kyle MP 

• Chris Matheson MP 

• Jamie Stone MP 

• Imran Ahmad Khan MP 

• Jack Brereton MP 

• Chris Clarkson MP 

• Emma Lewell-Buck MP 

• Anthony Mangall MP 

• Abena Oppong-Asare MP 

• James Gray MP 

• Baroness Sater 

• Lord Astor of Hever  

• Lord Cromwell 
 
The Parliamentarians invited to the APFS visit to HMNB Clyde on 25 November 2021 during which 
a briefing on UK nuclear deterrence policy was provided were as follows (note that not all those 
may have attended): 
 

• Lord Sarfraz 

• Baroness Sater 

• Tonia Antoniazzi MP 

• Sarah Atherton MP 

• Alan Brown MP 

• Chris Clarkson MP 

• Ben Everitt MP 

• Anthony Higginbotham MP 

• Peter Kyle MP 

• David Linden MP 

• Chris Loder MP 



• Gagan Mohindra MP 

• David Doogan MP 

• Robin Millar MP 
 
The Parliamentarians invited to the IRDC briefing on 7 December 2021 were as follows (note that 
not all those invited may have attended): 
 

• Baroness Anelay  

• Lord Alton 

• Baroness Fall 

• Lord Mendelsohn 

• Baroness Rawlings 

• Lord Anderson of Swansea 

• Lord Boateng 

• Lord Campbell of Pittenweem  

• Baroness Sugg 

• Lord Stirrup 

• Baroness Blackstone 

• Lord Teverson 
 
 


