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Dear Dr. Hammond, 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to serve you in an advisory capacity regarding homework. After over a 
year of research review, a district-wide survey, and thoughtful deliberations, we are pleased to offer the 
following report. 
 
No recommendation regarding this multidimensional topic will ever be perfect because research 
provides few clear guidelines. Classrooms are dynamic environments, and homes are even more 
complex. Quality research is frequently contradictory as a result of the variables inherent in the study 
questions. It�’s no wonder studying the impact of schoolwork that takes place in diverse home settings 
is fraught with complications.  
 
We found that there are more questions than answers about the benefits of homework. Studies do not 
encompass the total child. For example, researchers target achievement in the absence of 
methodologies that adequately assess learning.  Unfortunately, the love of learning can be forgotten in 
the debate.  
 
One major area that lacked research had to do with the differences in performance between children 
who come from more advantaged homes and those who were less advantaged but  attended schools 
that provided options to support them such as after-school tutoring and study halls, etc. We must 
consider how we provide resources to level the opportunities of Davis children. We have an ethical 
responsibility to provide equitable resources for less advantaged whenever possible since homework 
has not been shown to have a positive influence on students who fall into the achievement gap. 
 
Each of us approached this task with a central focus: the wellbeing of kids. Yet even with that 
inspiration, our work does not reflect complete consensus on all issues. 
However, it is safe to say that among us, there is more agreement than disagreement.  
 
We have attempted to improve current homework practices, and balance them by carefully considering 
students�’ lives outside of school. Family time, friendships, home-based responsibilities, fitness 
activities, pleasure reading, religious practices, music, art and self-guided time to relax are precious 
and necessary. In short: Kids need time to explore their worlds.  
 
Sadly, we discovered many kids are stressed out, exhausted, and overscheduled. That�’s why educators 
and families alike should thoroughly consider the various demands on students�’ time, and the 
consequent negative effects on their wellbeing. Excessive homework has been shown to be a cause, 
though not the only cause. While it will take thoughtful examination, ignoring the issue comes at a 
high cost �— childhood.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
Your Homework Policy Review Committee 
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Homework Policy Committee 
Committee Norms 

 
Efficiency:  Our timeline targets completion in spring, 2010. In order to meet this goal, we need to 
ensure meetings are efficient. Stay on topic, avoid restatements, and convey points in as few words as 
possible. 
 
Respect:  The process must be inclusive of opposing views. Where disagreement exists, work harder to 
understand one another, and speak with consideration. Strive for equality in communication so that all 
committee members have an opportunity to speak. 
 
Open Minds:  Enter the process by releasing your preconceived notions about the outcome. 
 
Awareness:  Engage the community about our work. Be willing to receive feedback and incorporate it 
into our work. 
 
Cohesiveness:  We are a team. Real change is not possible without our collective work.  
 
Participation:  Be prepared to work within a subcommittee structure, and bring your best to our regular 
meetings.  
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Policy Recommendations 
 
FOREWORD: The simple existence of the following policy does not require that homework be 
assigned. 
 
Introduction 
The Board of Education believes that the purpose of all types of homework is to ensure that it is both 
effective in promoting high quality student learning and achievement, and nurtures a desire for 
students to extend their learning.  
 
As an extension of the classroom, homework must be planned, organized, purposeful and achievable 
for each student. In order for homework to be effective, students must be taught age-appropriate study 
skills relative to the task. Site administrators, and/or the district, must provide adequate time and tools 
for teachers to collaborate and coordinate assignments. The objectives of homework assignments, the 
due dates, and the basis for evaluating the work performed should be made clear to the student at the 
time of the assignment. Teachers should provide multiple ways for students and parents to access 
homework assignments and due dates.  For example, web sites, classroom postings, weekly assignment 
handouts, and use of planners/calendars can all be effective. 
 
Should homework be assigned, teachers will design assignments that minimize time spent on 
homework while maximizing student learning.  Homework assignments should not place an undue 
burden on teachers, students, or families. Whenever possible, homework should take into consideration 
individual student needs and abilities through various forms of differentiation. Feedback and 
evaluation of homework should be given in a timely manner.   
 
As provided for by Ed code 48205, no student may have his or her grade reduced or lose academic 
credit for any excused absence when missed assignments and tests are satisfactorily completed within a 
reasonable period of time.  Per DJUSD board policy, �“reasonable period of time�” shall be at least one 
school day per day of excused absence. Excused absences also include field trips and school-approved 
activities.  Students are responsible for contacting teachers for assignments.  
 
If assigned, homework frequency and duration should also take into consideration children�’s needs to 
develop outside of school, for example: family time, friendships, extracurricular activities such as 
sports and/or physical fitness and music, as well as personal free time. Homework can enhance the 
partnership between the school, the student, and the family. Consequently, communication between 
teachers and families concerning homework is strongly encouraged.  Both families and teachers should 
be mindful of the need for students to maintain balanced lives.    
 
Monthly site collaboration time will be provided for all teachers and administrators to create accessible 
common school-wide posted calendars, coordinate assignments to minimize overlapping tests and 
projects, and for discussion of best practices related to homework assignments.  
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Descriptions 
There are four general types of homework that may be optionally assigned, each having a different 
intended purpose. The purpose of any assigned homework must be aligned with course curriculum and 
be grade level appropriate. Homework should be produced by the student. 
 
 
Type of 
Homework: 

 
What is it? 

 
Why is it 
assigned? 

 
How will 
it be used? 

 
Examples 

 
 
 
Practice 
 
 

Work that reviews 
and reinforces 
skills and concepts 
taught in class. 

Helps students develop 
fluency and moves 
learning into long term 
memory. 

Prepares students to 
perform the required 
skill(s) independently. 

3-10 math problems 
that reinforce the day�’s 
learning;  reading to or 
with an adult 

 
 
 
Completion 
 
 
 

Work assigned 
during the school 
day not completed 
in class. 

Helps prevent students 
from falling behind. 

Complete work that 
was not finished in 
class; if student is 
working efficiently and 
regularly not finishing, 
teacher conference is 
indicated. 

Complete a math 
assignment; do a 
rewrite of an essay; fill 
out questionnaire on 
what went well/not well 
on a group project. 

 
 
 
 
Preparation 
 

Work that prepares 
students for 
upcoming lessons 
or units. 

Provides background 
which prepares students 
for a study, or it helps 
to connect their own 
prior knowledge and/or 
experiences for an 
upcoming study. 

Provide student with 
necessary books and 
resources prior to 
assignment so it is 
readily available in all 
homes to enable student 
with same prior 
knowledge as 
classmates when lesson 
begins 

Student reads 
background 
information on 
historical event; 
interview a parent/adult 
about family traditions 
prior to a writing 
assignment on cultural 
traditions in our world. 

 
 
 
Extension 
 
 
 

Work that explores 
and refines 
learning in new 
contexts or 
integrates and 
expands on 
classroom learning. 

Encourages students to 
problem solve, think 
creatively, and think 
critically. 

To be effective, this 
homework does not 
require a student to 
learn curriculum 
content independently; 
instead, students 
deepen understanding 
and relate learning to 
the real world. 

Extend science project 
on �‘how seeds grow�’ by 
having student take 
home seeds and plant, 
tend, and report/chart 
what happens. 
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Maximum Amount of Homework: 
 
A teacher is not required to assign homework at any grade level.  If assigned, the maximum average 
total daily amount of homework, Monday through Thursday, shall not exceed the times below. When 
possible, teachers are encouraged to provide all assignments for the week at one time to allow flexible 
time management opportunities to students and their families. These maximums do apply to GATE 
classes, but do not necessarily apply to courses designated as Advanced Placement or Honors. For 
information on time and rigor requirements for Advanced Placement or Honors courses, consult the 
school�’s course catalogue.   
 
Students who satisfactorily complete the homework assignments which meet these guidelines should 
be able to earn maximum credit. 
   
 
Kindergarten through Third Grade: 
There is a strong connection between reading to or with elementary children every day in English, or in 
one�’s first language, and student achievement. As a result, homework assigned in the early grades shall 
take the form of silent reading or reading aloud. A maximum average per night of 10 minutes per night 
may be assigned. Assigned reading should be suited to the child�’s reading level.  Children may choose 
to read longer if they are so inclined. Third graders may also be assigned up to 10 minutes of 
mathematics per night.   
 
Fourth Grade: 
Fourth grade is a transition year in regards to the school day. A maximum average per night of 30 
minutes of homework may be assigned. This maximum includes science homework. Music practice 
may also be assigned up to an additional 10 minutes per day.  
 
Fifth Grade:   
A maximum average per night of homework for fifth grade may not exceed 35 minutes.  This 
maximum includes science homework.  Music practice may also be assigned up to an additional 10 
minutes per day.  
 
Sixth Grade:   
A maximum average per night of homework for sixth grade may not exceed 45 minutes.  This 
maximum includes science homework.  Music practice may also be assigned up to an additional 10 
minutes per day.  
 
Seventh �– Eighth Grade: 
A maximum of homework for seventh and eighth grade may not exceed fifteen minutes per academic 
class.  For a schedule with 4 academic classes, this would result in no more than 1 hour of homework 
per night.  Students who choose to take additional academic courses, such as foreign language or 
music, may have more homework minutes per night, but not more than 15 minutes a night per class.  
Should individual sites wish to redistribute the homework time allotment by subject to better suit their 
curriculum, a site plan will be developed and shared in course syllabi and at Back to School Night.   
 
When students take a course earlier than the average student, that student may take longer than the 
homework times specified. 
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If students are not using class time well, they will have more work to do at home.  A student who 
spends more than 60 minutes on homework per night should contact his or her teachers to discuss the 
student�’s use of class time. 
 
 
Ninth �– Twelfth Grade: 
English and mathematics classes may not exceed 30 minutes per night maximum.  Other academic 
classes, including foreign language, music or science, that do not carry the designation �“honors�” or AP 
may not exceed 20 minutes per night maximum.  For students taking English, mathematics, and three 
other academic classes, the average maximum per night would be 2 hours. Please note that some 
Honors and Advanced Placement (AP) classes may require more time than designated and those 
requirements may be found in the school�’s course catalog. Other portions of this homework policy 
(such as �“Weekend and holiday homework shall not be assigned.�”) do apply to Honors and AP classes.  
 
 
Weekend and Holiday Assignments: 
 
Weekend and holiday homework shall not be assigned. New assignments given on the last school day 
of a school week may not be due on the first day of the next school week. The intent of this clause 
shall not be circumvented by assigning homework for a later due date when additional assignments are 
planned prior to the due date, and the accumulation of assignments exceeds the maximum amount of 
homework allowed by the policy, or requires some completion on the weekend.  
 
For example, homework should not be assigned on Friday which is due the following Tuesday when a 
teacher plans to assign additional new homework on Monday and when one homework day (in this 
case Monday) would not be sufficient to complete the homework assigned the previous Friday. 
 
 
Homework Assistance: 
Whenever possible, school sites should explore support for students in need of additional academic 
assistance.  
 
 
Roles and Responsibilities: 
A positive and open school-home partnership will have a beneficial impact on student learning needs. 
 

A. The superintendent shall 
1. publicize and make easily available on the district�’s website the homework policy as 

adopted by the board of education; make translations and hardcopies available as 
needed; 

2. provide training for administrators to work with their staffs on implementation of the 
homework policy; 

3. craft, publicize and oversee administrative remedies that students, parents/guardians, 
and teachers can access in the event this policy and/or its administrative guidelines are 
not implemented; 

4. include at least one question assessing the quality and amount of homework in an 
annual school survey of parents/guardians. The Superintendent or his/her designee shall 
monitor responses to check for policy compliance. 
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B. The site principals shall: 
1. provide an indepth inservice at the beginning of each school year focused on 

homework, including overview of the policy, effective strategies and practices, and co-
planning with grade level teams or departments; 

2. be responsible for ensuring compliance with the homework policy; 
3. have on-going discussions with staff regarding effective homework strategies and 

practices; 
4. coordinate school-wide resources and practices that support homework, e.g. use of 

planners, library facilities, academic support programs, ensuring effective 
communication between teachers so that the amount of homework assigned does not 
exceed what is permitted within the policy; 

5. ensure this policy is easily accessed (and translated as needed) on the school�’s website 
or upon request; 

6. provide information to parents on the purpose of effective homework and sharing 
practices that will help families support their children (for example: newsletters, open 
houses, and websites); 

7. work with teachers to develop a school-wide grading and late work policy that is fair 
and consistent. 

 
C. Teachers shall: 

1. know and comply with the homework policy as it applies to their classes; 
2. encourage a partnership with family and students that promotes timely, regular 

communication and supports families in the homework process;  
3. provide multiple ways for students and parents to access homework assignments and 

due dates.  For example, web sites, classroom postings, weekly assignment handouts, 
and use of planners/calendars can all be effective; 

4. communicate the objective of the homework task or explain how it helps learning; 
5. share expectations for homework with students and parents; 
6. ensure any homework assigned is necessary, directly related to classroom instruction, 

and consists of clear and purposeful activities; 
7. keep in mind that the long-term goal of homework is to engage students and inspire a 

love of learning; 
8. assign homework that is appropriate to the student�’s age, developmental level, learning 

style, skills, and individual needs; 
9. demonstrate organizational strategies for the successful completion of homework; 
10. teach skills to enable the student to complete the homework and become successful 

independent learners;  
11. provide homework assignments that are well-organized and easy to understand, 

preferably with written, and oral, instructions; 
12. articulate and carefully plan homework in partnership with other site teachers.   

 
Traditional homework practices rely on the assumptions that: �“all students can do the work (not all of 
them can), that all students have the time to do the work (not all of them do), and that students should 
take as much time as necessary to do the work (not all of them will).�” That paradigm assumes all 
children can do any homework assigned, disregarding the students�’ true comprehension levels. When 
students don�’t understand their homework, they can easily fall into the �“homework trap�” as defined by 
Cathy Vatterott.  Students who fall into the �“homework trap�” often follow these steps: �“incomplete 
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homework  poor attitudes  a predictable avoidance of homework and a resentment toward the 
system  more failing grades.�” 
 
Teachers are encouraged to develop an agreement with students about when it is appropriate for the 
student to cease working on the day�’s homework (for example, it is taking too much time or the 
student is unable to complete the assignment independently). 
 
Although art may be a part of an assigned project in a non-art class, the evaluation of the project shall not 
penalize students who lack strengths in using art as a medium of expression. 
 
When possible, teachers are encouraged to provide all assignments for the week at one time to allow 
flexible time management opportunities to students and their families. 
 
If computer or internet-based research is assigned with homework, then an adequate amount of time in 
school or access at school or in a library shall be specifically scheduled to accommodate those students 
who do not have access to computers or the internet at home. A list of publicly available 
computer/internet resources shall be provided to students. 
 
Consequences for lack of homework completion shall not include exclusion from recess.   
 

D. Students shall: 
1. make effective use of class time; 
2. ensure that he/she clearly understands the homework assigned, i.e. assignments, criteria, 

and timelines, and ask for clarification or assistance from the teacher when homework 
assignments or the expectations are not clear; 

3. record assignments in his/her planner, or use another means of recording homework; 
4. complete assigned homework on time, to the best of his/her ability;  
5. communicate with teachers and/or parents when homework is not achievable;  
6. transport needed materials to and from school; 
7. plan for long-term assignments; 
8. contact teachers to obtain missed assignments when absent from class. 

 
 

E. The family shall: 
1. read in the family�’s first language at least throughout the elementary years of their 

children�’s education; 
2. provide a suitable environment, i.e. workplace, block of uninterrupted time, usually in 

the home or in an alternative setting such as a homework club for the homework to be 
done; 

3. provide encouragement and support without doing the homework for their child; 
4. establish a healthy balance between homework, co-curricular activities, family 

commitments, and their child�’s need for personal free time; 
5. intervene and stop a child who has spent an excessive amount of time on the day�’s 

homework; 
6. not allow students to sacrifice sleep to complete homework; 
7. communicate with the teacher(s) if the student is not consistently able to do the 

homework by him/herself or if challenges or questions arise. Families of older students 
should encourage the child to communicate with the teacher in order to foster 
independence and personal responsibility; and 

8. communicate with the teacher(s) if any of these family responsibilities cannot be met.  
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Long-Term Homework Assignments: 
 
Homework assignments that are assigned over more than 5 school days are considered long-term 
(examples: large individual projects; group projects; large papers) and have these additional 
guidelines.  
1. Assignments are efficiently designed to provide a proportionate learning benefit for students relative 
to the time required for students to complete the assignment.  
2. Teachers shall provide clear, written directions for assignments. These directions to students should 
include all relevant information, such as the due date, the required length (if any), any required format 
specifics, planned check points, and penalties for late or non-completion of work.   
3. Classroom instructional time should be given at the onset of projects to assist students in 
understanding and starting the project satisfactorily.  
4. Some check points or scaffolding should be provided during class time with adequate feedback from 
the teacher with respect to student progress. 
5. Long-term assignments shall be given with a timeline that does not require a student to do the 
assignment during a school vacation period or holiday.  
6. Students can complete the assignments with little, or ideally no adult assistance.  
7. The time needed to accomplish long-term assignments should be integrated into the total time 
needed for all homework assignments, short and long term.   
 
 
Ed Code References:  
48205: Absences  
48913: Completion of work missed by suspended student 
38980: Parental notifications 
58700-58702: Tutoring and homework assistance program; summer school apportionment credits. 
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ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Superintendent’s Homework Advisory Committee 
We recommend the Superintendent appoint a homework advisory committee. The committee would 
serve under the direction of the Superintendent as a resource to administrators, teachers, parents and 
students. The committee would: 

 be knowledgeable about the district�’s HW policy and best HW practices;  
 be available to the Superintendent in an ombudsman capacity and assist sites with monthly 

collaboration and yearly meeting requirements; 
 receive reports about HW practices from School Site Councils;  
 recommend the question(s) regarding HW in the Climate Survey;  
 actively support positive resolutions when the HW policy is perceived to be compromised, and 

such support has been requested by any stakeholder;     
 share strategies with teachers and school sites about how to assess the appropriateness of the 

amount and activities assigned as homework.  
 
The committee includes the following or similar composition:  

 one teacher representative from each of the following grade levels: K-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12;  
 one site principal 
 one parent with a student in an elementary grade;  
 one parent with a student in a secondary grade;  
 the district�’s EL Coordinator;  
 a representative of GATE;  
 a counselor or psychologist,  
 a high school student, and a college student who attended schools within the DJUSD. 

 
 At least one participant shall have expertise in curriculum, learning styles and differentiation.  
 
Site councils would support the advisory committee by conveying information about homework 
practices at their respective sites. 
 
 
Decriminalizing the Grading of Homework:  Homework is meant to be completed and used as a 
learning tool.  For teachers, homework should not be more about control or convenience, but about 
learning.  All work completed, whether late or on time, deserves some credit.  Severe deductions for 
late work discourage students from doing any homework in the first place and almost serve as an insult 
to the time and energy students put into the assignments.  To decriminalize late policies and encourage 
students to do their homework, teachers should extend time limits and deduct fewer points if students 
don�’t follow the rules. 
 
 
Child Wellbeing 
Beyond homework, the committee observed that some students are stressed out, exhausted, and 
overscheduled.  Our committee recommends community conversations (at various sites and between 
sites) that include parents, students, teachers, and administrators discussing the various demands on 
students�’ time and the consequent negative effects on their wellbeing.   
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Primary influences on achievement 
In order to maximize resources, we encourage the district to identify and promote primary influences 
on achievement. Top 25 examples include: providing formative feedback and evaluations, 
comprehensive interventions for learning disabled students, teacher clarity, teacher-student 
relationships, meta-cognitive strategies, creativity programs, accessing prior achievement. (This came 
from a list of 138 influences, of which homework is ranked as number 88.) 
 
 
After-school support/Homework Assistance 
Homework has not been shown to have a positive influence on students who struggle or fall into the 
achievement gap. Whenever possible, school sites should explore support for students in need of 
additional academic assistance. We believe the district has a responsibility to ensure that all students 
can learn and achieve. Support programs are needed to address these needs.  Successful examples in 
the DJUSD include the Davis Bridge Program and the new Academic Center at Davis High School. 
Examples in other districts include study hall during the school day or a homework hotline.   
 
 
Back packs 
�“The American Chiropractic Association, the American Physical Therapy Association and the 
American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons all recommend that the weight of back packs not exceed 
15% of the child�’s body weight. Recent research supports the recommendation that 10% of body 
weight be the cut-off for safe use of back packs at all grade levels.�” Vatterott.  We recommend the 
district explore options for reducing the weight of student back packs. 
 
 
AP and Honors Disclosure 
AP and honors classes are not necessarily held to the same time constraints for homework as other 
academic classes. We recommend consistent teacher expectations for all sections of the same AP or 
honors course and that teachers consider conforming to the Maximum Times as outlined within the 
policy whenever possible.  We also recommend more explicit homework expectations be described in 
the site course catalog.   
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Dissenting Opinions 
 
Ruth Santer’s Dissent: 
 
I differ from our committee�’s recommendations in one area. I would like to see less homework 
assigned than our new proposed policy allows. I believe young children do not need extra schoolwork 
after a full day of school (except for occasional completion work as defined by the new policy). I 
believe children need to be eased into the demands of high school and currently 7th grade is a terrible 
shock, and I had hoped to soften the blow with our new proposed policy.  I do not think we have gone 
far enough in that direction, but the majority opposed my opinion in this matter. 
 
I would change the time recommendations to the following: 
 
4th Grade 
A maximum of 15 minutes may be assigned (new policy proposes maximum 30 minutes) 
 
5th and 6th grade 
 A maximum of 20 minutes may be assigned (new policy proposes maximum 35 for 5th and maximum 
45 for 6th) 
 
7th grade 
A maximum of 10 minutes per night per class may be assigned (policy proposes maximum15 minutes 
per class). 
 
 
Heidy Kellison’s Dissent: 
 

I disagree with our recommendation that homework may be assigned in elementary grades. 
Researchers who support elementary homework do so despite finding no evidence that it positively 
impacts achievement or learning in grades K-5. I agree with our recommendation that homework may 
be assigned beginning in the 6th grade, but would reduce the time allowed.  

A student�’s belief that he or she can be successful is a powerful predictor of achievement. 
Homework does not help all students feel successful, and for some, quite the opposite is true.  

Struggling students should be supported by programs like Bridge, but interventions should be 
rich in language, and geared to student needs. All students should be encouraged to read for pleasure, 
one activity known to increase learning. Ideally, schools would help coordinate book clubs and other 
activities where students could voluntarily participate in playful learning adventures.  

I would also caution against future curriculum adoptions that prescribe homework. The 
assumption in these adoptions seems to be, one size fits all. We know this assumption is not true. 
   In the course of the district-wide survey, some teachers conveyed to me they did not utilize the 
comment portion of their survey because they were concerned about confidentiality. One elementary 
teacher wrote: 
 
“I think homework at the elementary level is a true waste of time in almost every respect. It is a source of 
frustration for most kids and parents. I’d be very surprised if homework produces a marked increase in student 
abilities.  Most important, I honestly think it serves to point out the enormous divide between the “haves” and 
“have nots”.  In my opinion we’d all be better off to adopt a no homework K-6 policy, and minimal 7,8.  If we 
HAVE to have homework then it needs to be what the child truly needs (not what the book says they should be 
doing), and more programs, like Bridge, need to be in place to help everyone succeed.”    
 
 



15 

Ann Block’s Dissent: 
 

I am writing this �“concurring and dissenting opinion,�” as I generally agree with the majority 
view and proposal of the Homework Committee, with certain exceptions.  I agree with the emphasis on 
quality rather than quantity of homework.  And I agree that homework should be reduced across the 
board.   

I dissent with respect to the amount of homework we are still allowing in the District, as I 
believe, consistent with the research, that it should be further reduced.  Since the research has 
consistently and across the board found no value to homework at all in elementary school, until 6th 
grade, I would eliminate homework for K-5th grades.   

I would reduce 6th grade homework to 20 minutes per night, and 7-8 grade homework to 10 
minutes per class, with an overall limit of 50 minutes per night altogether, or 200 minutes (3 hours, 20 
min. per week) total for all classes a child is taking).   

Since balance, sleep, reduced stress, music and exercise are all important for children, high 
school students included, and the research shows the maximum homework a high school student could 
do without negative impact is 2 hours per night, I would reduce the total homework load for high 
school to 20 minutes per class for the four �“core�” academic classes and 10 minutes for every other 
class.   

Limitations on homework in high school should be maximums overall, for a �“full load�” of 
classes �– of seven periods a day.  Our students are required to take many �“non-core�” classes in order to 
meet UC, CSU and DHS or DaVinci graduation requirements, and limiting homework maximums to 
only the �“core�” academic classes could easily result in the most homework coming from the non-core 
classes �– and substantially too much overall.  Thus, I would apply limits to every class as noted above.  

Most parent comments bemoaned the amount of homework given in the Davis school system, 
which has resulted in stressed out, tired, burned out kids who have little or no time to spend with their 
families or engaged in other activities which would provide them with a more balanced life.  Several 
parents noted that their older children found Cal Poly and UC schools �“easy�” in comparison to Davis 
High and DaVinci.  The following is a comment from a parent who is also an educator �– on the faculty 
of the UC Davis School of Medicine: 
“There is an emerging concept among parents and some teachers in Davis that the more homework 
our students have, starting at a very early age, the more likely they are to get into Harvard.   As a 
long-term faculty member at UCD and a member of the admissions committee of the UCD School of 
Medicine, I cannot disagree more.  Children need to learn, but in many different ways and in many 
different settings.   What we need in the DJUSD are more dedicated, creative and enthusiastic 
teachers, not more homework. … If the student doesn't get it with 15 problems, what improvement do 
we expect by giving 35?  Let's consider that finishing homework at 11pm every night is detrimental to 
the student's learning experience.”      

I would also not exempt music, especially junior high and non-audition high school music, 
honors or AP classes from homework maximums.  While music practice does result generally in 
increased performance skills, all children should be encouraged to participate in music courses, as 
research has shown such participation increases math and other learning as well as overall test scores.  
There should be a place in Davis high school music for those students who �“just want to show up and 
play�” but do not have the time or perhaps the interest to spend substantial non-school time accruing 
�“points�” toward their grades.  There is already a place for those who desire a higher level of music �– 
through the auditioned music programs. 

With regard to AP, similar college courses are normally 3 credit hours, which translates into 3 
hours of class lecture or learning time.  Our AP classes exceed 4 hours of classroom time in high 
school, and in addition, teachers assign substantially more homework than is the norm for college 
instructors, who normally rely on tests and the occasionally essay or paper, not homework, to 
determine grades.  And more homework does not correlate with increased AP test scores.  When an 
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Oakland, CA AP biology teacher cut homework in half, his students AP test scores went up. The same 
happened at Gunn in Palo Alto, after a teacher completely eliminated homework.   I think one of our 
teachers said it best when asked whether more homework was necessary for that teacher�’s AP classes 
than the regular class in the same subject �– the reply was no additional homework was normally given, 
and rather �“AP is about critical thinking and intellectual rigor,�” not more homework.   I would limit AP 
and Honors non-optional, graded homework to 30 minutes a night per course. 

I would also suggest that DJUSD limit the number of AP classes a student can take per 
semester.  St. Francis school in Sacramento limits AP classes to three per semester.  Nationwide, many 
schools are limiting or eliminating AP.   Instead, perhaps we should encourage students to take 
community college courses, as some of our counselors are already doing in our high schools. 
 
Susan Hulsizer’s Dissent: 
  
I feel that the homework restrictions in elementary school, especially in the primary grades, are too 
severe. The recommendation is too prescriptive regarding the maximum time and the kind of 
homework. I think that teachers need more flexibility than is allowed in this document. We had almost 
no input from the primary teachers who would be affected. The teacher survey covered the current 
policy but did not ask what would be the impact of the maximum homework times and kinds of 
homework in the recommendation. In addition, the survey in the district showed that most elementary 
parents who responded and the 4-6 grade students felt that the current homework was about right. With 
programs such as Spanish Immersion, the restrictions do not allow enough time to support the 
academic program. I would like to encourage teachers to minimize the homework, to teach them the 
importance of keeping homework experience positive, especially in the early grades, but the policy 
should not be so narrow as to prohibit math or writing homework in grades 1-3. 
 
Juana Eweis’ Dissent: 
 
I would like to note that I disagree with the homework committee�’s recommendations for homework 
maximum for the elementary grades. The research I have reviewed indicates there is no measurable 
benefit from homework for that age group. Furthermore, the majority of parents who filled in 
comments as part of the district survey clearly indicated that they prefer less or no homework. For 
many, it is a hardship and an intrusion on the precious little time they have with their children after 
work.  
 
Similarly, homework in 7th and 8th grade should be very limited in scope, and should provide a smooth 
transition into the higher grades with incremental increases in homework. 
 
For children who are in a classroom setting for seven or more hours, it is the equivalent of an adult full 
day at work. Add to that that a child�’s �“day�” is shorter given that they require more hours of sleep, then 
there is very limited time after school for students to engage in any kind of activity including extra-
curricular activities, family time (dinner at least) and any relaxation/recharge time. My hope is that 
teachers will be more conscious of the demands on students�’ time, and that families will be able to help 
their children balance their time effectively, including making sure they get enough sleep, and are 
focused and respectful during school (so teachers can teach and not deal with disciplinary issues).   
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A. Homework Survey – Introduction 
 
The homework survey was completed in classrooms by 1701 elementary students (grades 4-6) and 
3294 secondary students (grades 7-12) during the week of November 2-6, 2009. These 5090 student 
responses represent 82.5% of the students in grades 4-12. 
 
During this same time period, parents completed their survey on-line or by submitting a written version 
to their school site. Parents were notified about the survey through several sources including The Davis 
Enterprise, Constant Contact, school listserves, and Blackboard Connect.  The school district's EL 
coordinator oversaw individualized outreach to EL families. Of those who responded, 354 identified 
themselves as parents of students in the primary grades, and 482 had a child in intermediate grades (a 
total of 836 respondents with children in elementary school).  Among the 888 respondents of children 
in secondary schools, 522 were grades 7-9 and 366 were grades 10-12. It is estimated that these 1765 
responses represent roughly 31% of the families in the district, although this percent may be low due to 
students living at multiple households. 
 
Teachers were contacted by district email with a request to participate in the committee�’s survey.  A 
total of 105 teachers at the elementary level, 72 teachers of grades 7-9, and 61 teachers of grades 10-12 
completed the on-line survey. These 228 respondents represent 42% of the teachers currently teaching 
in the district. 
 
Much discussion went into crafting the particular questions which would be included in the three 
surveys. Some committee members argued for an extensive survey that would include more than 50 
questions, some of which would be open-ended. Because the surveys would be given to such a large 
number of people, and because it was important to minimize the impact on classroom instruction, the 
surveys were pared down to the questions described below. The surveys gave quite a bit of useful 
information which helped shape the committee�’s final document. Although often brief, the student 
comments received were quite illuminating. The parent and teacher comments also offered many 
important points to consider.   
 
In retrospect, we realized that the student question �“How long (on average) do you spend per night on 
homework?�” should have included a possible answer larger than 2 hours. In particular, many 
secondary students and parents indicated that much more than 2 hours per night was spent on 
homework on a regular basis. The committee also received some criticism for not including any 
questions related to the topic of sleep, and we agree with the criticism. 
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B. Survey Summary of Main Findings  
     Complete results from the surveys follow immediately after this summary. 
Student surveys (Grades 4-6, 7-9, 10-12 represented) 

 The percent of students who indicated that they spend 1.5 hours or more on HW nightly:  almost 
10% of elementary students, 43% at the junior high level, 63% at the high school level. 

 Use of tutors:  Overall average for elementary was 20% of students although this varied by site 
from 10 to 32%. There was not nearly as much variation at secondary sites, with the overall 
average for secondary at 19%. 

 Approximately 69% of intermediate students indicated that they generally had no problems 
completing HW assignments, but this number drops to 55% for secondary students (less than 
50% for high school students). 

 To the question �“If you didn�’t have enough time to complete a HW assignment, have you been 
able to approach your teacher about alternatives?�” approximately 21% of elementary students 
answered �“no�”, while over 40% of secondary answered �“no�” (with some sites having over 50% 
�“no�”). 

 65% of the secondary students indicated that one subject typically took more than half of the time 
they spend on HW. At almost all secondary sites the subject mentioned in this context more than 
twice as often as the others was mathematics.  

 At the secondary level, 57% of junior high students indicated they didn�’t have enough time for 
HW because of other HW assignments, while this percent went up to 74% at the high school 
level. 

 To the question �“The amount of HW generally assigned is . . .�” 
o At the elementary level 23.4% answered occasionally too much and 8% answered too much 

(too much varied between 5.3% and 14% by site). 
o At the secondary level 38.8% answered occasionally too much and 16.5% answered too much. 

 �“From your perspective, HW is . . .�” a problem one or two times a week,  a nightly problem: 
o Intermediate                 17.4%                   6.3% 
o Junior high                   33%                     15-16% 
o High school                  42%                     16-18% 

 Sports activities:  50% of secondary students (and 38% of elementary) indicated they had 
difficulty completing HW on time because of sports activities. 

 About the same percentages of students indicated that volunteer service activities or job 
responsibilities left them with not enough time for HW. (Intermediate 7-12%, Junior high 14-
18%, high school 22-26%) 

 Family responsibilities lead to not enough time for HW for 26% of elementary students and 41% 
of secondary students. (These percentages were fairly consistent between sites.) 

 HW too difficult:  Approximately 21% of intermediate students and 33% of the secondary 
students indicated that the HW is too difficult (with the percent going up at the high school 
level). 

 Having no one to help with HW . . . elementary average was 14.2% (varied between 10% & 22% 
by site), while 20-22% of junior high and 26-27% of high school students indicated this as a 
reason for not being able to complete HW. 

 When asked how many AP or honors classes the student was currently taking, 13.5% of high 
school students indicated they took 3, while 14% responded that they took 4 or more.  In a related 
question,  28.7% of the high school AP & honors students indicated that HW was a problem a 
few times a week, while 9.5% indicated that it was a nightly problem.  

 The level of awareness of the district�’s HW policy was low (32% of intermediate students, 35% 
of secondary students indicated they knew about the policy). 

 50% of intermediate students and 73% of secondary students indicated not enough �“chill time�”. 
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Parent surveys 
 How long per night (1.5 �– 2 hours, 2 hours or more): 

o Intermediate  21%,               4% 
o Junior HS     24%               32% 
o High school  21%               57% 

 Approximately 64% of parents with elementary students indicated that they generally had no 
problems completing HW assignments, but this number drops to 51% for secondary students 
(less than 50% for high school students). 

 To the question �“The amount of HW generally assigned is . . .�” 
o At the elementary level 27% answered occasionally too much and 14% answered too 

much. 
o At the secondary level 34% answered occasionally too much and 30% answered too 

much. (The 30% too much was almost twice the percent reported by students.) 
 �“From your perspective, HW is . . .�” a problem one or two times a week, a nightly problem: 

o Intermediate                 25%                     11% 
o Junior high                   26%                     18%                 
o High school                  32%                     17% 

 At the intermediate level 28% of the parents indicated their child didn�’t have enough time for 
HW because of other HW assignments, while this percent went up to 49% at the junior high 
level and 59% at the high school level. 

 33% of parents of primary students indicated not enough �“chill time�”. This percent climbed to 
48% among parents of intermediate students, 53% for parents of junior high students and 58% 
for parents of high school students. 

 
 
Teacher surveys 

 Of those who took the survey, almost all indicated that they were aware of the current DJUSD 
homework policy. (It should be noted that several student comments remarked on teachers not 
following the no HW on weekends part of the policy.) 

 To the question �“Do you ever negotiate homework requirements with parents and/or students?�” 
almost all elementary teachers indicated yes, while at the secondary level about twice as many 
indicated �“yes�” (79 teachers answered yes to 42 no). 

 The answers to whether the teacher differentiated HW assignments ranged rather evenly (both 
between elementary and secondary, and to what extent this occurred).  E%: 23, 22, 39, 21; S%: 
38, 26, 32, 21 (% refers to: on a few occasions, occasionally, for select students, often) 

 A clear majority of teachers at both elementary and secondary levels thought that research 
related to effectiveness of HW would be a useful topic for staff in-service. 

 24 of the 38 AP & honors teachers who answered the survey expect their AP or honors students 
to spend between 30 min. �– 1 hour on the HW for that class on a nightly basis. 

 14 of 38 AP & honors teachers indicated they found more than 5% of their students 
overwhelmed by the amount of work required. This is consistent with the student responses 
(28.7% of the high school AP & honors students indicated that HW was a problem a few times 
a week, while 9.5% indicated that it was a nightly problem).  
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C. Student Survey Results  
 
1. Prior to hearing about this survey, were you aware of the current DJUSD homework policy? 
 
       A. Yes        B.  No         
 % Yes % No # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

32.1 67.9 1701 

 
 % Yes % No # responding 

Total Secondary 35.7 64.3 3294 

    
Total students 
 

34.5 65.5 4995 

 
 
2. How long (on average) do you spend per night on homework? 
 
 A. 0-30 min.        B. 30 min. �– 1 hr        C. 1 �– 1.5 hr        D. 1.5 - 2 hrs         E.  2 hrs or more  

 
% A % B %C %D %E # 

responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

28.9 45.7 15.7 5.2 4.5 1818 

 
 % A % B %C %D %E # responding 
JrHS totals 11 24 23 21 22 1937 
HS Secondary 8 14 16 22 41 1525 

 
3. In a typical week, does any one subject take more than 50% of the time you spend on homework? 
 
        A. Yes        B.  No 
 If yes, on the back of the scantron please indicate which subject . . .    

English, math, science, social studies, reading/language arts, music, other 
 % Yes % No # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

50.3 49.7 1698 

 
 % Yes % No # responding 

Total Secondary 65.0 35.0 3295 
 
4. If you didn�’t have enough time to complete a homework assignment, have you been able to 
approach your teacher about alternatives? 
 
       A. Yes        B.  No           C. Sometimes 
 % A % B %C # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

41.5 21.4 37.0 1781 

 
 % A % B %C # responding 

Total Secondary 15.9 42.1 42.0 3345 
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5. Do you complete some of your homework with the aid of a tutor? 
 
       A. Yes        B.  No    
 % Yes % No # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

20.3 79.7 1705 

 
 % Yes % No # responding 

Total Secondary 19.0 81.0 3272 
 
 
6. The amount of homework generally assigned is 
 
       A.   too little      B. about right        C. occasionally too much        D.  too much         E.  varies      
 

 
% A % B %C %D %E # 

responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

7.5 39.0 23.4 8.3 21.8 1773 

 

 
% A % B %C %D %E # 

responding 
Total 
Secondary 

1.9 13.4 38.8 26.7 19.3 3383 

 
7. From your perspective, homework is 
 A. not a problem 

B. rarely a problem 
 C. a problem one or two times a month 
 D. a problem one or two times a week 
 E. a nightly problem 
 
 % A % B %C %D %E # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

21.0 37.4 17.9 17.4 6.3 1784 

 
 % A % B %C %D %E # responding 
Total Secondary 6.8 14.5 24.2 38.0 16.5 3381 

 
 
For 8-19: What, if anything, makes it difficult for you to complete homework assignments on 
time?  (Mark each one as either applying or not applying to you.) 
    8. Generally no problems completing HW assignments.  A. applies      B. does not apply 
 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

69.1 30.9 1701 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 54.8 45.2 3295 
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9. Not enough time because of other HW assignments.   A. applies      B. does not apply 
 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

29.9 70.1 1706 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 65.3 34.7 3296 
 
 
10. Not enough time because of religious activities.   A. applies      B. does not apply 
 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

11.4 88.6 1683 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 10.9 89.1 3294 
 
 
 
11. Not enough time because of performing arts (music, dance, etc,)  A. applies   B. does not apply 
 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

24.0 76.0 1694 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 29.2 70.8 3296 
 
 
12. Not enough time because of sports activities.   A. applies      B. does not apply 
 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

36.1 63.9 1695 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 50.6 49.4 3295 
 
 
13. Not enough time because of volunteer service activities.   A. applies      B. does not apply 
     
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

7.6 92.4 1677 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 19.9 80.1 3292 
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14. Not enough time because of job responsibilities.    A. applies      B. does not apply     
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

12.0 88.0 1685 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 20.5 79.5 3294 
 
 
15. Not enough time because of family responsibilities.   A. applies      B. does not apply 
     
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

26.0 74.0 1690 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 41.0 59.0 3296 
 
 
16. Not enough play or chill time.    A. applies      B. does not apply 
     
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

49.9 50.1 1699 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 73.5 26.5 3289 
 
 
17. HW is too difficult.    A. applies      B. does not apply 
     
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

20.7 79.3 1691 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 34.7 65.3 3295 
 
 
18. Learning disability or handicap.   A. applies      B. does not apply 
     
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

7.5 92.5 1673 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 9.4 90.6 3288 
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19. No one is able to help.     A. applies      B. does not apply 
 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 
Elementary 
Totals 

14.2 85.8 1669 

 
 % Applies % Does not apply # responding 

Total Secondary 23.6 76.4 3231 
 
20. Please indicate the number of AP or Honors classes in which you are currently enrolled.  
 
           A. 0               B.  1              C.  2                  D. 3                   E. 4 or more 
 
 % A % B %C %D %E # responding 

Total Secondary 32.2 25.5 19.0 11.7 11.7 1552 
 
 
21. (Please skip this question if you are not currently taking an AP or Honors class)  
  For AP or Honors classes you are taking this year, do you find the completion of homework assigned: 
 
         A. not a problem                B. rarely a problem             C. a problem a few times a month 
                     D. a problem a few times a week               E. a nightly problem 
 
 % A % B %C %D %E # responding 

Total Secondary 14.5 19.6 27.8 28.7 9.5 1043 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. Parent HW Survey Results 
 
 Please indicate the name of the school your child attends       

 Birch 
Lane 

Chavez Fairfield Korematsu Montgomery North Patwin Pioneer Willett Totals 

Primary 45 86 20 65 54 59 32 41 38 354 
Intermediate 99 73  55 32 75 34 49 65 482 

Total Elem. 144 159 20 120 86 134 66 90 103 836 
 

 
 

DaVinci HS DV JrHS Davis HS DSIS Emerson Harper Holmes Total JrHS Total HS Total Secondary 
58 15 298 7 141 205 161 522 366 888 
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3. How long (on average) does your child spend per night on homework? 
 
Elementary:      

 A. 0-30 min.  B. 30 min. �– 1 hr  C. 1 �– 1.5 hr  D. 1.5 - 2 hrs E.  2 hrs or more 
Primary 64% 29% 5% 1% 0% 

Intermediate 19% 40% 25% 21% 4% 

Total Elem. 42% 35% 15% 7% 2% 

 
Secondary: 

 A. 0-30 min.  B. 30 min. �– 1 hr  C. 1 �– 1.5 hr  D. 1.5 - 2 hrs E.  2 hrs or more 
JrHS 4% 18% 22% 24% 32% 

HS 3% 8% 13% 21% 57% 

Secondary 3% 14% 18% 23% 42% 

 
4. . In a typical week, does any one subject take more than 50% of the time your child spends on 
homework? 
        Elementary:              Secondary: 

 “Yes” 

Primary 31% 
Intermediate 43% 
Total Elem. 37% 

 
 
5. The amount of homework generally assigned is 
         A. too little       

B. about right          
C. occasionally too much         
D. too much          
E. varies   

 
     Elementary:        Secondary: 

 Totals 

Primary 17% 
58% 
12% 
10% 
3%  

Intermediate 11% 
43% 
27% 
14% 
5%  

Total Elem. 14% 
50% 
20% 
12% 
4%  

 
 
 
 

 “Yes” 
JrHS 48% 
HS 50% 

Secondary 49% 

Total JrHS Total HS Total Secondary 
6%

24%
36%
28%
7%

4% 
21% 
32% 
33% 
10% 

5%
23%
34%
30%
8%
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6. From your perspective, homework is 
            A. not a problem     
 B. rarely a problem 
 C. a problem one or two times a month 
 D. a problem one or two times a week 
 E. a nightly problem             
 
        Elementary:                                                            Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 40% 
22% 
16% 
14% 
6%  

Intermediate 19% 
20% 
24% 
25% 
11%  

Total Elem. 30% 
21% 
20% 
20% 
8%  

 
 
 
7. Generally there are no problems completing HW assignments.       
          A. applies      (B. does not apply) 
 
      Elementary:      Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 68% 
Intermediate 61% 
Total Elem. 64% 

 
 
 
8. Not enough time because of other HW assignments.    

A. applies      B. does not apply 
        Elementary:      Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 8% 
Intermediate 28% 
Total Elem. 18% 

 
 
 

Total JrHS Total HS Total Secondary 
12%
16%
24%
26%
18%

13% 
12% 
25% 
32% 
17%  

12%
14%
24%
28%
18%

 Totals 
JrHS 54% 
HS 47% 

Secondary 51% 

 Totals 
49% 59% 
JrHS 49% 
HS 59% 

Secondary 53% 
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9. Not enough time because of religious activities.       
A. applies      B. does not apply 

 
     Elementary:      Secondary: 

 Totals 

Primary 3% 
Intermediate 3% 
Total Elem. 3% 

 
10. Not enough time because of performing arts (music, dance, etc,)  

A. applies      B. does not apply 
      Elementary:            Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 13% 
Intermediate 23% 
Total Elem. 18% 

 
11. Not enough time because of sports activities.           

A. applies      B. does not apply 
 
     Elementary:      Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 22% 
Intermediate 38% 
Total Elem. 30% 

 
12. Not enough time because of volunteer service activities.   

A. applies      B. does not apply 
     Elementary:      Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 5% 
Intermediate 5% 
Total Elem. 5% 

 
13. Not enough time because of job responsibilities.     

A. applies      B. does not apply 
      Elementary:      Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 11% 
Intermediate 9% 
Total Elem. 10% 

 
 
 
 

 Totals 
JrHS 5% 
HS 8% 

Secondary 7% 

 Totals 
JrHS 22% 
HS 22% 

Secondary 22% 

 Totals 
JrHS 40% 
HS 37% 

Secondary 39% 

 Totals 
JrHS 10% 
HS 18% 

Secondary 13% 

 Totals 
JrHS 3% 
HS 8% 

Secondary 5% 



28 

 
14. Not enough time because of family responsibilities.   

A. applies      B. does not apply 
      Elementary:      Secondary: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
15. Not enough play or chill time.            

A. applies      B. does not apply 
      Elementary:      Secondary: 
 

 Totals 

Primary 33% 
Intermediate 48% 
Total Elem. 40% 

 
 
16. HW is too difficult.                            

A. applies      B. does not apply 
       Elementary:      Secondary: 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
17. Learning disability or handicap.        

A. applies      B. does not apply 
        Elementary:      Secondary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. No one is able to help.                       

A. applies      B. does not apply 
        Elementary:      Secondary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Totals 
JrHS 22% 
HS 22% 

Secondary 22% 

 Totals 

Primary 23% 
Intermediate 24% 
Total Elem. 24% 

 Totals 
JrHS 53% 
HS 58% 

Secondary 55% 

 Totals 
JrHS 15% 
HS 19% 

Secondary 17% 

 Totals 

Primary 6% 
Intermediate 16% 
Total Elem. 11% 

 Totals 
JrHS 8% 
HS 5% 

Secondary 7% 

 Totals 

Primary 3% 
Intermediate 7% 
Total Elem. 5% 

 Totals 
JrHS 6% 
HS 18% 

Secondary 8% 

 Totals 

Primary 3% 
Intermediate 3% 
Total Elem. 3% 
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19. Please indicate the number of AP or Honors classes in which your child is currently enrolled.  
           A. 0               B.  1             C.  2                  D. 3                   E. 4 or more 
        Secondary: 

Total JrHS Total HS Total Secondary 
69% 
9% 
8% 
5% 
3%  

24% 
25% 
22% 
14% 
12%  

51%
16%
14%
9%
7% 

 
20. (Please skip this question if your child is not currently taking an AP or Honors class)  
      For AP or Honors classes this year, does your child find the completion of homework assigned: 
          A. not a problem                B. rarely a problem             C. a problem a few times a month 
                     D. a problem a few times a week               E. a nightly problem 
      Secondary: 

Total JrHS Total HS Total Secondary 
69% 
9% 
8% 
5% 
3%  

24% 
25% 
22% 
14% 
12%  

51%
16%
14%
9%
7% 

 
 
 
E. Teacher HW Survey Results 
 
1. At which school(s) do you teach?  

Birch Lane     14  North 13  
Chavez 13  Patwin 10  
Korematsu 10  Pioneer 20  
Montgomery  14  Willett 18  
   Fairfield 1  
Elementary 105     
      
Emerson 15     
Harper 31     
Holmes 26  DSIS 3  
   King HS 1  
DaVinci   10     
Davis HS        51 ........    

 
 
2. Which grade(s) are you currently teaching? 
        
 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Elem 16 25 29 28 28 35 28 3 3 4 3 3 3 
              
Secon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 38 37 46 54 54 56 
              
 
 



30 

3. Prior to hearing about this survey, were you aware of the current DJUSD homework policy? 
     A. Yes         B. No         
 

Elementary:   (105 Total) 
104 1 

            
Secondary:    (123 Total) 

116 7 
 
 
4. In the last 12 months have you discussed your HW policies with colleagues at your site?  
       A. Yes         B. No         

Elementary:    
85 20 

 
Secondary: 

95 28 
 
5. How often are you involved in HW issue discussions between teachers and administrators at your 
site? 
     A. Never       B. Seldom       C. Occasionally      D. Often 
 

Elementary:    
10 47 40 8

 
Secondary: 

18 57 31 17
 
 
6. How often do you discuss your classroom homework policy with parents and/or students? 
      A. Once per year            B. monthly          C. more than once per month           D. as needed 
 

Elementary:    
13 10 15 67

 
Secondary: 

10 3 24 86
 
 
7. Do you ever negotiate homework requirements with parents and/or students?  (Comments about this 
can be entered at the end of the survey.) 
       A. Yes         B. No         
 

Elementary:    
96 9 

 
Secondary: 

79 42 
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8. How often do students approach you about alternatives when a HW assignment is missed? 
       A. Never      B. Seldom      C. Occasionally      D. Often 

Elementary:    
27 43 32 3

 
Secondary: 

15 39 52 17
 
9. To what extent do you differentiate HW assignments? 
    A. Never     B. on a few occasions     C. occasionally     D. for select students        E. often            
 

Elementary:    
0 23 22 39 21

 
Secondary: 

5 38 26 32 21
 
10. Is HW policy something that would be worth targeting for staff discussion at your site during the 
coming school year? 
        A. Yes        B.  No         
 

Elementary:    
61 44 

 
Secondary: 

60 61 
 
11. Would research related to effectiveness of HW be a useful topic for staff in-service? 
        A. Yes        B.  No 
 

Elementary:    
72 33 

 
Secondary: 

74 48 
 
12. Do you support the following statement: Teachers are responsible for encouraging a partnership 
with family and students that promotes timely, regular communication and supports families in the 
homework process. 
    A. strongly agree       B. agree       C. neutral        D. disagree       E. strongly disagree 
 

Elementary:    
50 44 10 0 1

 
Secondary: 

37 55 21 8 0
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13. Do you teach an honors, or AP class?     Y        N 
            If you answered no, then please skip the next several questions (14-17). 
 

Elementary:    
0 105 

 
Secondary: 

36 85 
 
14.  Do you feel you need to assign more work outside of class for honors & AP courses compared to a 
non-honors or AP course? 
                       Y           N 

Secondary: 
31 11 

 
15.  How much time do you expect your AP or honors students to spend on work outside of class on 
a nightly basis? 
     A. Less than 30 min.        B.  30 min �– 1 hr        C.   1 �– 1.5 hours         D. More than 1.5 hours 
 

Secondary: 
11 24 2 1

 
16. Do you feel that weekend homework assignments are needed to meet the instructional demands of 
AP or honors classes?       
                         Y            N 

Secondary: 
28 11 

 
17.  In your experience, do you find students who are overwhelmed by the amount of work required for 
an AP or honors class?  

  A.  never           B.  1-2 students per year        C. Less than 1% of students    D. 1-5% of students       E. more than 5% 
 

Secondary: 
2 6 2 14 14
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RETHINKING HOMEWORK  
SUMMARY 

 
CHAPTER 1: The Cult(ure) of Homework 

 
Homework dogma has become entrenched in society over the past 100 years. Public views of 
homework throughout this period changed considerably as time passed, reflecting the changes in 
society itself. Although society�’s view of homework has been capricious, the arguments promoting and 
denouncing homework have stayed relatively the same over the years. 
 
Homework at the end of the 19th century was minimal. Most children did not advance beyond 4th or 5th 
grade, as they were forced, often by financial constraints, to leave school and start working to support 
their families. The only homework children did have was rote memorization and recitation of the day�’s 
lessons. At the turn of the century when the progressive movement took hold, an anti-homework 
movement coalesced around the new progressive platform. The growing field of Pediatrics denounced 
homework, blaming the practice for causing various health problems in children. Anti-homework 
sentiment peaked with the formation of the Society for the Abolition of Homework. Multiple school 
districts across the U.S. voted to ban homework. 
 
In 1957 when the Soviet Union launched Sputnik, society�’s view of homework changed radically. 
Spurred on by the Space Race and the rest of the Cold War, The U.S. became dead-set on preparing its 
children to compete with the Soviets, resulting in a swing in public opinion toward the pro-homework 
side. As the 60�’s and 70�’s counterculture emerged, public opinion on homework, however, swung back 
to the anti-homework side. People reasoned that homework placed too much pressure on students to 
achieve. In the 80�’s and 90�’s, public opinion again swung to the pro-homework stance, as a 1983 
study, which declared mediocrity and inadequacies in schools were leading to economic troubles, 
swept the nation. During this period, the conclusion that more homework remedied school 
inadequacies became prevalent in the public. Despite various other studies done in the 80�’s and 90�’s 
that contradicting this conclusion, the public continued to focus on the pro-homework stance. By the 
late 90�’s, the public, however, began questioning the practice of homework again, leading to the 
current situation in the homework debate. 
 
Various beliefs concerning homework have become so entrenched in society, people adhere to them in 
an almost cult-like manner: 
 

1. The role of the school is to extend learning beyond the classroom�—Many teachers claim 
that homework keeps kids out of trouble and is superior to TV or video games. Is it really, 
however, the teacher�’s job to be a moral policeman for his or her students? Perhaps the 
teacher�’s role, instead, is to instill a passion and joy for learning.  

2. Intellectual activity is intrinsically more valuable than non-intellectual activity�—This view 
shows a distrust of parents to guide children in the productive use of free time. 

3. Homework teaches responsibility�—Responsibility is seemingly a codeword for �“obedience.�” 
We want kids to do what we want when we want; we want them to follow instructions to the T. 
We also want them to learn time management, but in this case, doesn�’t time management mean 
the ability to delay gratification�—to work when we want to play? Homework does not reinforce 
�“responsibility�” if children must be coerced into working. 

4. Lots of homework is a sign of a rigorous curriculum�—More is not necessarily better. The 
quality of the homework and the attitude and work ethic of the student determine how much he 
or she learns in the long run. 
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5. Good teachers give homework; good students do their homework�—Just because a teacher 
is good at teaching does not necessarily mean that he or she assigns copious amounts of 
homework. Also, the belief that students who do homework are good and those who don�’t are 
bad, is detrimental to students. A student might not complete his or her homework due to poor 
home conditions, lack of parental support, or various other reasons out of a student�’s control. 

 
Other forces in the homework debate: 

 The �“No Child Left Behind�” policy is putting educators in a crunch to have their students meet 
standards. Educators see more homework as a means to achieve such standards. 

 Media and technology have broadened the debate and allowed more voices on both sides to be 
heard.  

 The pressures to go to a top university and obtain a high-paying job have caused the 
�“professionalization of parenthood�” (Vatterott 18). Parents doggedly drive their children 
toward top tier universities, never considering the effects of such pressure on the child, or 
whether or not such universities fit the child. 

 The balance movement: A growing group of parents who care more about how much 
homework is assigned rather than whether it is assigned at all. They are concerned about 
overscheduling their children�’s lives and want to maintain their children�’s childhoods. The 
parents of the balance movement are also concerned about what impact homework has on their 
children�’s stress and overall health levels. Lastly, balance movement parents are worried about 
the effect of excessive homework on their children�’s love of learning. They do not want their 
children to be burdened with homework and subsequently come to view the practice and 
learning in general with disdain. 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 2: Homework in the Context of the New Family 
 

History: The evolution of democracy has changed family dynamics. Over the past few decades, 
children have gained numerous legal rights once given only to adults. Parenting styles are gradually 
leaning away from the traditional, more dictatorial �“do as you�’re told�” style of parenting. Nowadays, 
families lean toward a more open, democratic style where children have more input on decisions made 
by the family (albeit not necessarily more power). Due to this more democratic style of parenting, 
parents tend to pick their battles. Many parents are tired of being the �“homework cop�” and leave 
homework to their children. On the other hand, schools seem to want homework done at all costs and 
task parents by default with the job of enforcing homework completion. 
 
Parents have their own views on academics in a balanced life. Here are some of the common views. 

 All Academics All The Time: �“Some parents believe that homework is the avenue through 
which all virtue flows�” (Vatterott 29). These parents believe that all homework has intrinsic 
value and that students should be doing homework on a regular basis. If not, the child will fall 
into the vices of society. These types of parents want their children to engage in solely 
intellectual pursuits and seem to lack understanding of leisure time and its benefits. 

 Balancing Academics and Family Chosen Activities: �“Another group of parents wishes to 
balance homework with other outside activities they and their children have chosen�” (30) by 
bolstering their resume with activities. 

 Balancing Academics, Leisure, Happiness: These parents feel that their children�’s lives have 
become too hectic and that they require downtime to recuperate. These parents are often first to 
complain about homework loads. These parents can become torn between wanting academic 
rigor and wanting to maintain the wellbeing of their children. 
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 The Priority of Family Responsibilities and Paid Work: Often times, low-income families fit 
into this view-point. Due to financial circumstances within the family, children are required to 
start working at early ages to supplement the family income. In addition, even if the family 
isn�’t under financial pressure, some families merely want their children to work because they 
view holding a job as a means of teaching responsibility to their children. 

 
Due to all of the differing values and view points, teachers must accept the fact that for some students, 
homework may be impossible to complete. The old one-size fits all homework method is obsolete. 
 
Diversity of Parent Involvement in Homework: 
Some parents ask why it appears to be their job to do their child�’s homework. Others lack time to 
provide adequate support. Another group pours copious amounts of effort into their children�’s 
homework and often robs their children of their own sense of responsibility. 
 
Economic Diversity Issues: 
Some children lack the opportunities of other children due to financial circumstances. While some 
students succeed with the help of private tutors and special classes, others fall behind because they lack 
the financial means to pursue such avenues of aid. 
 
To avoid economic issues, teachers must assume the following while formulating homework 
assignments; 

 Do not assume the child has a quiet place to do homework. 
 Do not assume the child has a parent home in the evening. 
 Do not assume the child�’s parents speak and read English. 
 Do not assume the family has money for school supplies. 
 Do note assume the child has materials such as pencils, pens, paper, a calculator, etc. 
 Do not assume the child has access to a computer or the internet. 

 
To get to the root of the problem (to determine who has power to demand what and when) parents and 
schools must build a mutual relationship according to the following guidelines: 
 

1. �“Get Real�”�—Schools must accept the fact that they cannot dictate a student�’s life after school 
each day. They must compromise with family values. 

2. �“Resist the Temptation to Judge�”�—Teachers should not automatically foist blame for academic 
failure onto students and their parents. Pointing the finger of blame, albeit self-satisfying, 
accomplishes nothing. Teachers must work with whatever support they have. 

3. �“Revise Expectations of Parental Support�”�—Parents should not be expected to teach whole 
parts of the curriculum to their children. 

4. �“Suggest (�‘don�’t mandate�’ Guidelines for the Parent�’s Role in Homework�”�—�“Parents should 
be encouraged to be less involved with the child�’s homework and more involved in 
communicating with the teacher (48).�” Parents must be observers, not enforcers. Teachers must 
only recommend what the parents should do, not mandate, to ensure a mutual relationship. 

5. �“Establish Formal Methods of Parent-Teacher Communication�”�—Parents need a way to 
communicate with the school. Specialized schedules and checklists must be exchanged between 
teachers and parents to discuss homework assignments/down-time/grades/etc. 

6. �“Set Parents�’ Minds at Ease about Homework�”�—Make teachers more approachable in terms of 
homework. To build a good relationship, parents should not have to fear deleterious fallout for 
their child should they voice concerns about homework. 

7. �“Endorse a Set of Inalienable Homework Rights�”�—Schools should adopt a set of homework 
rights for parents and students. 
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CHAPTER 3: Homework Research and Common Sense  
 
Ten Principles Or Tenets For Effective Homework Practices 

 
Given the limitation of the research, should we ignore it altogether? 
Is there any value in the research? 
 
We need to think about the bodies of research related to how children learn. Learner differences offer 
valuable insight into the design of homework tasks that support classroom learning.  
 
There are 10 principles, i.e., tenets, about learning that directly affect the practice of homework in 
anyone�’s classroom. These tenets form the rationale for effective homework practices explored in 
Rethinking Homework.  
 
Tenet #1 - Quality Teaching Matters 
Classroom organization, a teacher�’s homework habits and attitudes and method of feedback all 
influence the effectiveness of homework. 
 
Suggestion: 
Teachers who assign a lot of homework might differ from other teachers in nontrivial respects.  
Their lesson might be less organized, meaning that they have to assign more of the workload as 
homework. Another difference may lie in their teaching styles, i.e., teachers who assign a lot of 
homework may tend to assign the kind of homework that does not support learning in the best possible 
way. 
 
How homework supports a teacher�’s style of teaching and how much and how often homework is 
given will greatly affect whether homework is completed. Homework�’s connection to what happens in 
the classroom is also important.  
 
QUESTIONS: 
Is homework used in the classroom to inform lessons or is it unrelated? 
Do teachers give non-punitive feedback? 
Do they re-teach concepts students did not understand? 
Is the purpose of the homework clearly connected to classroom learning, or is it just to be completed 
because the teacher said to do it?    
Is homework viewed as distasteful or used a punishment? 
 
Tenet #2 �– Skills Require Practice 
Mastering skills requires focused practice. Students must practice a skill correctly over time in order to 
have adequate time to internalize skills and receive corrective feedback. Teachers need to check for 
understanding.  
For students who need more time to learn, teachers will need to make adjustments and prioritize and 
adjust work not just for special education students but other students as well.  
 
Tenet #3 �– Time on Task Matters 
Homework is one way to gain more time on task for student to learn. There is a difference between the 
amount of time spent on learning and the amount of time needed to learn. More time helps some 
students process and internalize information. Time needed to learn something is different for each 
individual, and is influenced by aptitude, ability to understand, and the quality of instruction. By 
prioritizing homework in specific subjects and reducing the length of homework assignments, it is 
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possible to give students adequate time to learn. Teachers need adequate time to plan effective 
classroom activities.  What if teaches had more time to plan quality classroom instruction and spent 
less time grading homework. 
 
Tenet 4 - Task is as Important as Time 
How students perceive the homework may determine whether they will do it. Students are less likely to 
complete homework if they perceive it as boring or busy work. Quality tasks are clearly related to 
classroom learning, are simple enough that students can complete them without help. Quality tasks 
allow students to practice or process information, introduce them to material that will be discussed in 
the future, or provide feedback to teachers so they can check for understanding. 
 
Tenet #5 - Learning is Individual. 
Each student learns differently. Homework research reports on averages. The 10 minute homework 
rule suggests that 10 minutes of homework per grade level per night is the maximum amount of work 
that should be assigned. But that is an average. Some children can benefit from more and others may 
benefit from less. 
 
Tenet #6 - Children Differ in Readiness and Developmental Level 
Differentiated instruction is necessary and desirable. Homework also needs to be differentiated. 
 
Tenet #7 - Children differ in learning styles. 
Research on learning styles, multiple intelligences, and the brain demonstrates that students have a 
profile for the way they learn best. Studies found that student achievement increases when teaching 
methods match students learning styles. Teachers need to adapt homework for individual learning 
styles, and provide choices and flexibility in the homework tasks. Teachers can accommodate 
differences in learning and increase the effectiveness of homework.  
 
Tenet #8 - Children Differ in Motivation, Persistence, and Organizational Skills 
Students who have a feeling of competence about learning are more likely to do homework. Student 
who have an academic history of doing poorly on homework assignments need tasks at which they can 
be successful. They need positive feedback for completing homework and positive experiences to undo 
the negative experiences of failure. 
 
Tenet #9 - Frustration is Detrimental to Motivation and Desire to Learn 
For students who are fearful of failing and being judged, frustration is a cost they may not be willing to 
pay, especially if they lack strategies for getting beyond the frustration. Teachers must adapt 
homework assignments to provide opportunities for maximum success. Homework assignments should 
be closely monitored for frustration and adapted for students so that they can be successful. 
 
Tenet # 10�—Homework That is Not Completed Doesn�’t Help Learning 
 Assigning homework does no good if students don�’t do it. On the other hand, well-designed 
homework that students complete successfully can reinforce classroom learning and allow for 
additional time on task. 
 
Summing Up 
The research does not validate the love affair some teachers seem to have with homework. If we 
choose to give homework, how should we give it? Very carefully. We should reflect carefully about its 
purpose, plan the nature of the task carefully, and assess homework carefully to check for 
understanding�…the needs of individual learners must be the driving force behind all instructional 
decisions. Children are not seeds in a Petri dish or rats in a maze. 
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Chapter 4: Effective Homework Practices 

 
Parents and teachers must shift their focus from �“How do we make our students do their homework�” to 
�“Why don�’t students do their homework.�” To create a new paradigm of how to do homework, we must 
look at the old paradigm. 
 
The old paradigm relies on the assumptions that: �“all students can do the work (not all of them can), 
that all students have the time to do the work (not all of them do), and that students should take as 
much time as necessary to do the work (not all of them will) (Vatterott 91).�” The old paradigm 
assumes all children can do any homework assigned, disregarding the students�’ true comprehension 
levels. When students don�’t understand their homework, they can easily fall into the �“homework trap 
(92).�” Students who fall into the �“homework trap�” often follow these steps: �“incomplete homework  
poor attitudes  a predictable avoidance of homework and a resentment toward the system  more 
failing grades (92).�” 
 
As the �“homework trap�” ensnares more students, the gap between those who do homework and those 
who don�’t do homework widens. This result in turn widens the achievement gap among students. To 
avoid this outcome and to create a new, superior paradigm, teachers must design quality homework 
tasks, differentiate homework tasks, move from grading to checking, decriminalize the grading of 
homework, use completion strategies, and establish homework support programs. 
 

 Designing quality homework tasks: Homework should have clear academic purposes, 
positively reinforce a student�’s sense of competence, be personally relevant to the student and 
promote a sense of ownership, and be aesthetically pleasing and not bewildering to a student. 

 Differentiating homework assignments: Homework must be differentiated because each 
student has a different learning style, interests, organizational skills, etc. Teachers must assign 
appropriate amounts of homework and vary it according to students�’ abilities. 

 Moving from grading to checking: Students should not be threatened by grades. Homework 
should be used to encourage learning and to give useful feedback to the students. 

 Decriminalizing the Grading of Homework: Homework is meant to be completed and used 
as a learning tool. For teachers, homework should not be more about control or convenience, 
but about learning. All work completed, whether late or on time, deserves credit. Severe 
deductions for late work discourages students from doing any homework in the first place and 
almost serves as an insult to the time and energy students put into the assignments. To 
decriminalize late policies and encourage students to do their homework, teachers should 
extend time limits and deduct fewer points if students don�’t follow the rules. Teachers should 
also separate grades for learning from grades for work habits. In other words, give students 
credit based on the work they produced and give them a separate grade that reflects their 
punctuality/adherence to the rules/work ethic/etc. 

 
 

Chapter 5: Homework Completion Strategies and Support Programs 
 
Teachers need to stop obsessing over the total completion of homework. All work does not need to be 
completed to learn. After all, �‘[w]hen it comes to learning, it�’s not about finishing the work; it�’s about 
demonstrating learning (Vatterott 125).�” 
 



39 

When students fail to complete homework, the teacher should not ask, �“How do I make they do it,�” but 
�“Why didn�’t they do it?�” Often times, students don�’t complete the homework for the following 
reasons: 
 

 Academic: The task is too hard or too lengthy for the student. 
 Organizational: Getting the assignment home, getting it done, or getting it back to school. 
 Motivational: Burnout, overload, too much failure/frustration 
 Situational: Unable to work at home, too many other activities, not materials available at home 

to do the assignment 
 Personal: Depression, anxiety, family problems, etc. 

 
There are multiple ways to diagnose what exactly is holding a student back: 
 

 Sometimes a simple conversation with the student will give you the student�’s problem. 
 Parent or student feedback checklists can help you determine what a student is spending time 

on and the reasons why they did not complete their work. 
 A home study plan �“helps students reflect on the conditions under which they work best�” (129). 
 Taylor�’s Homework Chain (Figure 5.3, pg. 132) can help students with Attention Deficit 

Disorder. It helps them self-diagnose organizational problems. 
 
General Classroom Strategies for Homework Completion 
Students benefit from consistent routines/formats. To keep track of their work, students could use 
visual charts of completed homework assignments to aid in their organization. Teachers could also: 
limit the amount of homework assigned, set a maximum amount of time that students should work on 
each assignment, establish intermittent due dates for parts of long-term projects, etc. 
 
Using Incentives to Improve Homework Completion 
Teachers must use incentive programs carefully. �“The best incentives relate to learning and minimize 
the difference between the reward and punishment (137).�” Incentive programs should not be used as 
quick fixes, or should they �“focus on �‘just doing [the homework]�’ without explaining to the students 
why the assignments are important for either checking for understanding or improving learning (136).�” 
 
Establishing Homework Support Programs 
To be effective, homework support programs (HSPs) must be used in conjunction with the 
aforementioned teacher strategies. Teachers must also assign reasonable amounts of homework to 
students. Some examples of established HSPs are:  

 Advisory or Homeroom: Set aside certain times in the day for students to catch up on 
homework. 

 Weekly Homework Time: Shorten each period on one day of the week and let students use the 
extra time for homework catch-up. 

 Extended Lunch Periods: Have extended lunch periods to allow students more time to finish 
their work. 

 Student Teacher Access Time: A one hour block period used each day for students to: ask a 
teacher for help, make up tests/labs, spend extra time studying, attend club meetings, serve as 
peer tutor/ask a peer tutor for help. 

 OSCAR: An after school program offered at one middle school. It is offered three times a 
week. Students may attend to catch up on homework or ask high school tutors for help. 

 A Comprehensive Daily Support Program: At another middle school, they have a program 
called the �“Homework Assistance Program (HAP).�” �“Students are organized in 
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interdisciplinary teams and assigned to one of their core teachers during this time (147).�” The 
program gives students essential organizational skills, additional instruction, and time for 
homework completion. Before HAP begins, teachers �“document the day�’s homework 
assignments on the E-genda, an electronic document completed by each core teacher and 
posted to the school Website each day (147).�” The�”E-gendas�” are displayed to the class during 
the first 15 minutes of HAP and each student is required to copy it down. Next, students are to 
place their completed homework on their desk and continue working on the next day�’s 
assignments. Teachers come around to each student and help them identify what they need to 
do to finish their homework. Each HAP classroom is also equipped with copies of textbooks 
used in each of the core subjects, extra paper, pencils, calculators, and blank personal agenda 
pages. Teachers in HAP also provide the reteaching of lessons. These reteaching sessions allow 
the reinforcement of material for students who struggled the first time around in the core 
subjects. Students only undergo reteaching sessions if they score less than 80 percent on a 
common assessment. For each week, a different core class provides a common assessment for 
the students. 
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Other District’s Homework Policies 

1- Mission 
Look at other school districts of similar caliber to DJUSD to see what homework policies they have, if 
any. 
2- Methodology  
We looked at school districts in California, the United States, and around the world. To find school 
districts of �“equal caliber�” in California, we used the �“Ed-Data�” web site (California Department of 
Education- looking at high schools similar to Davis senior High School). We also solicited the advice 
of DJUSD Trustees. One trustee recommended Palo Alto, Granite Bay, and Acalanes. Another 
provided a list of districts1 with �“somewhat similar demographics�” with regard to district size, student 
composition, socio-economic profile and achievement. The list is comprised of members of the 
California Association of Suburban School Districts. A list of those districts, and the findings related to 
them, are included in Table 1.  
To research school districts in the United States, we solicited the help of Dr. Hammond who suggested 
six different districts2. We also looked at the US News survey of high achieving US high schools3. 
Finally, in researching policies in other countries around the world, we looked at the 2006 report of the 
�“Programme4 for International Student Assessment�” (PISA). PISA is a survey conducted every 3 years 
of the �“knowledge and skills of 15-year-olds�” conducted through the Organisation5 for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) (PISA 2006). The 2006 survey focused on math, science and 
reading, and involved 400,000 students from 57 countries, including the United States, accounting for 
approximately 90% of the world economy. The survey �“collected data on student, family, and 
institutional factors that could help explain differences in performance�” (PISA 2006).  
 
3- Findings 
We looked for homework policies at the different school districts online, and we also contacted many 
of them by phone. It was clear that many did not have a formal homework policy, or had vague short 
ones, and several did not get back to us with answers. Several stated that their policies are site specific. 
Tables 1 and 2 list a summary of findings form California school districts, which includes school 
districts with APIs below 800 for comparative purposes (Table 2). In looking at those results it is not 
clear that conclusions can be drawn regarding an association between homework policy and school 
performance.   
3.1 Anecdotes and observations from other school districts in the U.S.  
The following is a summary of what we were able to get on some school districts outside of California. 
While an actual district-wide homework policy was difficult to come by, there were some programs in 
place, geared at addressing student needs, that seem worthy of pointing out since they may have to do 

                                                 
1 Carlsbad USD, Conejo USD, El Monte Union HSD, Fremont USD, Fremont UHSD, Glendale USD, 
Irvine USD, La Canada USD, Las Virgenes USD, Lompoc USD, Los Banos USD, Madera USD, 
Merced Union HSD, Modesto City SD, Oak Grove SD, Palo Alto USD, Paramount USD, Placentia-
Yorba Linda USD, Pleasanton USD, Poway USD, Riverside USD, Rowland USD, Santa Clara USD, 
Tracy USD, and Tustin USD. 
2 Cherry Creek, CO; Bellevue, WA; Lake Washington, WA; Blue Valley Kansas City, KA; Cherryhill 
Public Schools, NJ; Fairfax County, VA. 
3 http://www.usnews.com/sections/education/high-schools 
4 Spelling as published 
5 Spelling as published 
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with the schools being successful. It should be pointed out though that those school districts are larger 
on average than the DJUSD, and are likely better funded. 

3.1.1 Lake Washington school district: A homework policy was first adopted in 1967, and 
revised twice, in 1981 and 1990. From their policy: �“The amount and frequency of homework varies 
for several reasons. Certain subjects are characterized by frequent homework, while others require 
fewer outside assignments. The emphasis and amount of homework should match the developmental 
skills of the student. Like classroom instruction, homework should be individualized in consideration 
of differences between students.�” Also: �“It is the policy of Lake Washington School District that 
homework standards and procedures be established and administered within each school building. 
Such homework standards and procedures shall be developed or reviewed annually by a committee 
consisting of representatives from building administration, teachers, and parents.�” 

Lake Washington school district has an online survey for students in grades 7 to12 (includes how they 
feel about school and if they feel they are supported and getting feedback by the teachers). The district 
also has many �“choice�” schools, with small enrollment numbers catering to students�’ needs, e.g. 
science, arts, challenging academic schools, (including one based on historical themes and classical 
literature). One of the choice schools, International Community School ranked 24 out of 100 best 
schools in the nation (grades 7 to 12 with an enrollment of 381 students). Another school �“Futures 
school�” caters to 10 to 12 grade �“predominantly 11-12 graders�” with an emphasis on �“personalized 
instruction�”, maximum enrollment of 75. Also, a high school for drop-outs, or would be drop-outs.  At 
one of the high schools, Eastlake high school, there is an advisory program where �“students meet with 
an advisor three times a week. The advisory is a mixture of sophomores, juniors, and seniors. These 
students stay together for the entire duration of their high school experience. The advisor serves as the 
student advocate and mentor�” 

3.1.2 Bellevue School District: The district has a policy dating back to 1980, but was not 
available on-line; each school sets its own policies. Spoke to the registrar�’s office at Bellevue High 
School, and was told that each teacher makes up his/her own schedule, and homework policy. They 
think that typical nightly homework is at least 1 hour. Interesting anecdote, the daily bell schedule for 
high school includes a �“tutorial�” from 2:35 to 3:05 every day, except Wednesday when students are 
dismissed at 12:30. During �“tutorial�” the teachers are in class, available for students, to help with 
homework, and answer questions. Some students finish their work during that time (form registrar�’s 
office).  
3.1.3 Blue Valley school district in Kansas: No homework policy available. One interesting 
program is AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) �“offered at all district high schools 
designed to help give students the study and learning skills they need to tackle more advanced classes. 
AVID helps prepare students for success in four-year colleges and universities.�” �“Students in the 
program are taught instructional strategies, test-and note-taking skills, time management strategies and 
other research-based approaches that help students learn and understand information. Students who 
sign up for AVID as freshman continue with the same students and teachers through their senior year, 
meeting every day, building community along the way.�” 

3.1.4 Fairfax County Public schools:  Homework policy recently revised (December 2008).  
Homework across disciplines not to exceed 0.5 hr for K-3rd grade, 1 hr for 4th-6th grade, 1.5 hr at 
middle school, and 2 hr at high school. Emphasis on quality not quantity: �“Homework assignments 
should be relevant to content being studied with an emphasis on quality rather than quantity. 
Homework for advanced learners should focus on understanding content in greater depth and 
complexity and not on increased time commitments�” Also, �“Homework assignments should be tailored 
to match varying needs of students�’ learning style, readiness, primary languages, and home support.�”   
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All middle schools in the district have �“a regularly scheduled after-school program for five days a 
week6. The after-school program is free. All programs address four key strategies: 1- academic support 
and enrichment (includes homework assistance, tutoring, math, literary and science programs�…); 2- 
social skills; 3- physical, health and recreation; 4- family and community involvement.                 
3.1.5 Cherry Creek school district Colorado:  No official homework Policy. It is site 
specific. 

3.2 International Perspective:  
For an international perspective, we turned to PISA �“the Programme for International Assessment of 
Students)7.�” For the 2006 assessment, more than 400,000 15-year old students from 57 countries were 
tested on their proficiency in science, reading and mathematics. Students were also evaluated on their 
capacity to �“extrapolate from what they have learned and to analyze and reason as they pose, solve and 
interpret problems in a variety of situations�” (PISA 2006). The assessment also evaluated students on 
their motivation to learn, their beliefs about themselves and their attitudes to what they are learning�” 
(PISA 2006). 

Finland was the best performing country overall (students scored highest in science, and a close second 
in reading and math).  Among the other top performing countries are, Korea (top score for reading, but 
4th in math, and 11th in science), Hong Kong-China, Canada, New Zealand, and Australia. Students 
from the United States however, scored below average on all three areas tested (science, reading, and 
math). On the positive side, students in the US scored among the highest in �“self-efficacy�” with 
regards to science. Questions related to �“self-efficacy�” addressed �“students�’ belief both in whether they 
can handle tasks effectively and overcome difficulties�…and in their academic abilities�” both 
considered important for �“motivation and learning behaviors�” (PISA 2006). 

3.2.1 Finland: In Finland, one trait that stands out is the �“quality and social standing of its teachers�” 
(Alvarez 2004).  Here, �“teachers are allowed to choose their own textbooks and customize their lesson 
plans. They aren't required to administer standardized tests, and assign little homework.�”8 In Finland 
the high school dropout rate is less than 1 percent, compared to approximately 25% in the US (PBS 
source see footnote 8 below).   
Some characteristics of the Finnish school system9: 

 Children don�’t start school until 7 years old. 

 No gifted program- class size, near 30. �“Teachers are free to device ways to challenge their 

smartest students. The smarter students help teach the average students�” 

 Typical �“comprehensive school�” for 1st to 9th graders: after every 45-minute lesson, students 

have 15 minutes to play. 

 Students must learn two foreign languages. Art, music, PE, woodwork and textiles (sewing and 

knitting) are obligatory. 
                                                 
6 http://www.fcps.edu/supt/activities/afterschool.htm 
7 �“PISA is the most comprehensive and rigorous international programme to assess student performance and to 
collect data on the student, family and institutional factors that can help explain differences in performance. 
Decisions about the scope and nature of the assessments and the background information to be collected are 
made by leading experts in participating countries, and are steered jointly by governments on the basis of 
shared, policy-driven interests.�” (PISA 2006) 
8 http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wherewestand/reports/globalization/finland-whats-the-secret-to-its-success/206/ 
9 Based on a New York Times article by Lizette Alvarez published April 9, 2004 
(www.finlandiafoundation.org/clientimages/39706/landofliteratechildren.pdf) 
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 Students can attend homework clubs after school. 

 �“All teachers in Finland must have at least a master�’s degree, and while they are no better paid 

than teachers in other countries, the profession is highly respected�” (Alvarez 2004)  

3.2.2 South Korea: On the other hand, the system in Korea is very different. While education is 
culturally driven it does not necessarily result in a good model as Yoon (2009) explains in the 
following exerts taken from that publication10:  

 �“Academic elitism has been prevalent in the South Korean society and entering prestigious 
colleges has become an end goal of education for many students. Proof of educational 
accomplishments such as diplomas from first-rate universities greatly affects a person�’s 
acceptability in employment, marriage, and even interpersonal relations.�” 

 Even though �“16.5% of the Korean government spending goes to education, which is almost 
three times more than that of the United States�… many parents do not depend only on public 
education and spend lots of money for their children�’s tutoring outside of school�…It is 
common that many youngsters, including primary school students, receive lessons in their 
content areas for a few hours a day from private tutoring institutions�…For example, 
approximately 75% of South Korean middle school students received tutoring from private 
institutions in 2003. Their total afterschool time with regard to math is 4.6 hours per week, 
which is three times more than the average hours of other OECD countries including the United 
States (1.5 hours per week).�” 

 �“Although the international data show that South Korean middle students�’ academic 
performance is outstanding, their motivation to study is very low. The international data [based 
on PISA 2003] show that the students�’ academic performance is not related to the degree of 
their motivation. Among the 41 participating countries, South Korea ranked the 31st in the 
section of the �“interest in Mathematics�”. Moreover, their anxiety in mathematics is very high 
compared to the students in other countries. South Korea ranked the 39th in the �“Motivation for 
Learning�” section, which is almost the lowest among the participating countries. This result 
also provides evidence that South Korean students�’ performance is not associated with the level 
of anxiety�” 

 �“Due to the heavy focus on academic performance outcomes, the social and emotional 
development of young adolescents has not been considered as important in the South Korean 
society. The students who excel in academic content areas such as math, science, and English 
are usually recognized as outstanding students by their peers, teachers, and parents. No matter 
how artistic and athletic the students are and how good personalities and social skills they have, 
it is difficult for them to be recognized as excellent students if the students do not perform well 
in those academic areas.�” 

3.2.3 Canada: The Toronto District School Board, with more than 550 schools, more than 270,000 
students, is the largest school board in Canada. It has recently (April 2008) adopted a new homework 
policy. Some highlights from that policy: 

 For Kindergarten: �“There is a strong connection between parental involvement and student 
achievement. As a result, families are encouraged to engage in early learning activities such as 
playing, talking and reading together in English or in the family�’s first language.�” 

 Grades 1 to 6: �“There is a strong connection between reading to or with elementary children 
every day in English or in one�’s first language and student achievement. As a result, homework 
assigned in the early grades shall more often take the form of reading, playing a variety of 
games, having discussions and interactive activities such as building and cooking with the 

                                                 
10 Yoon, B. �“Education Fever and Exam Hell: the Current Educational Systems and Issues in South Korea�” in 
An International Look at Educating Young Adults pp: 115-133. Information Age Publishing, 2009. 
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family. In the late Primary and Junior grades, effective homework may begin to take the form 
of independent work. In both cases, homework assigned for completion, practice, preparation 
or extension should be clearly articulated and differentiated to reflect the unique needs of the 
child.�” 

 Grades 7 to 8: �“Homework assignments for completion, practice, preparation or extension for 
students in Grades 7 and 8 shall be clearly articulated and carefully planned, in partnership 
among core and rotary teachers. Estimated completion time should be one hour or less�” 

 Grades 9 to 12: �“estimated completion time two hours or less. Homework assignments for 
completion, practice, preparation or extension for students in Grades 7 and 8 shall be clearly 
articulated and carefully planned, in partnership among core and rotary teachers. Estimated 
completion time should be one hour or less.�” 

 �“Wherever possible, homework assignments shall be assigned to be returned using blocks of 
time so that families can best support homework completion by balancing the time required to 
complete homework with extra curricular activities scheduled outside of the school day and 
activities that support personal and family wellness.�” 

 The policy also lists roles and responsibilities for school staff, teachers, students, and families. 
Under family responsibility: �“stopping their child from continuing to complete homework at 
bedtime, even if the child is not done; and contacting the classroom teacher if their child is not 
consistently able to do the homework by him/herself or if challenges or questions arise.�” 

 

Factors to consider: tutors and/or after-school academic activities. How do you compare student groups 
within the same class when their academic experience is not limited to the school itself?? 
 
Table 1: High Schools with API’s in the 800’s or higher 
School District Policy Times/unique details Site Specific 

Granite Bay H.S.  Yes Yes, 1-3 hrs/night, 
except A.P. Not 
detailed 

Yes 

Acalanes Union HSD Yes 

 

Yes, 2-2.5 hrs/night, 4-
5 dys/wk. Requires 
training for EL family 
communication 

Yes 

Tustin USD Yes  No times; allows choice 
in homework options 
when possible and 
requires procedures for 
quantity and quality 
concerns, and means 
for teacher 
coordination. 

Yes 

Poway USD Yes No times  Somewhat re-
collaboration 

Palo Alto USD Yes No times: based on 
student needs 

Yes 

Pleasanton USD Yes  Similar to our time req. Yes 

Carlsbad HS Yes No times, goal is 
“mastery” 

No 

La Canada USD Yes Roughly10 min/grade 
level, 12-20 weekly hrs 

No 
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for 9-12 

Irvine USD Yes Roughly 10 min/grade 
level, silent re-middle 
and HS; prescribes 
parent, teacher, student 
responsibilities 

No 

Las Virgenes Yes  5-10 wk hrs 6th, 8-10 
hrs 7th, 8-14 hrs 8th,  12-
20 hrs 9-12. 
Compliance ensured by 
Sup., homework help 
line 

No 

Conejo Valley USD Yes Yes, 10 min per grade 
level; prescribes 
responsibilities 

No 

Fremont UHSD No No Yes 
 
Table 2: High Schools with API’s in the 800’s or Lower 

School District Policy Times/unique details Site Specific 

El Monte HSD Yes No Yes 

Riverside USD Yes No times, prescribed 
responsibilities 

Optional 

Modesto City Schools Yes Somewhat, only k-6. 
Language: shall not 
exceed…20 min/dy 1-3, 45 
min/dy 4-6. Unknown for 
Middle and HS 

No 

Merced Union HSD Yes No Yes 

Madera USD Yes Yes,30 min 1-3, 60 min 4-6, 
90 min 7-8, 10 hrs/wk 9-12, 
excludes AP classes; 
prescribes responsibilities 

No 

Los Banos USD Yes, “…shouldn’t 
place undue burden 
on students and 
families” 

Yes, 30 min 1-3, 45 min 4-6, 
90 min 7-8, 150 min 9-12 

No 

Paramount Yes No times; Assigned by 
teacher or through mutual 
agreement of student and 
teacher 

No 

Glendale USD Yes Yes, roughly 10 min/grade 
level, 120 min 7-8, open-
ended for HS. 
Responsibilities prescribed 

Yes, includes 
test schedule, 
provisions for 
differentiation 

Fremont USD Yes Yes, 10-15 min K, 10-20 1st, 
20-30 2nd, 25-35 3rd, 45-60 
4th, 50-75 5th, 60-90 6th, 90 
7th & 8th, 90-120 9th-12th, 

includes test schedule, 
provisions for differentiation 

Yes 

Oak Grove SD Yes No Yes 
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TOPICS 

 
HW Policy Pendulum 
 
Vatterott, Kohn, Cooper, CCL: Historically, calls for more or less homework are pendulous. The 
pendulum responds to societal trends, events, and prevailing educational beliefs. Throughout these 
swings, arguments for and against homework remain largely unchanged.  
 
Examples of societal/event-driven alterations in homework practices include the increase in homework 
that occurred after the Soviet Union launched the Sputnik 1 satellite in 1957. This was followed by the 
counterculture movement in the late 60�’s and 70�’s during which demand for less homework was more 
prevalent. Many other examples are easily noted.     
 
Research Problems 
 
Vatterott: �“Homework research is especially problematic because we�’re attempting to study the effect 
of something that happens out of our sight and out of our control.�” Researchers �“often ignore student 
and teacher differences, focus primarily on time, discount the home, and rely on tests as the sole 
indicator of learning.�” �“Seldom do the studies factor in the role of good teaching or adaptations that 
teachers make for individual students.�”  
 
Cooper: �“Conclusions of past reviewers of homework research show extraordinary variability�…the 
reviews often contradict one another�” 
 
Cooper: �“While each study that has looked at the link between homework and achievement has flaws, 
in general, they tend not to share the same flaws.�” 
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CCL: �“�…limitations suggest conclusions about the academic benefit of homework are likely to remain 
elusive and qualified.�” �“To properly assess homework�’s academic effects, many more experimental, or 
quasi-experimental studies covering different grade levels, demographics, curricular areas and 
outcomes will need to be conducted.�” 
 
Hattie: �“�…The current obsession with evidence-based [decision making] too often ignores the lens that 
researchers use to make decisions about what to include, what to exclude, and how they marshal the 
evidence to tell their story.�” 
 
While some hold strongly to their assertion that homework is beneficial (Cooper, 2007; Marzano & 
Pickering, 2007), others point to newer studies that seem to discount early research (Bennett & Kalish, 
2006; Buell, 2004; Kohn, 2006).   
 
�“Cooper, despite his findings that there is no benefit to homework in elementary school, continues to 
back the "10-minute rule"-10 minutes of homework in kindergarten and first grade, with 10 more 
minutes for each additional grade level. For support, he zeroes in on six studies conducted between 
1987 and 2003. These included third- through fifth-graders, and they compared kids who did 
homework with kids who didn't. (In a rare moment of good science in this field, the kids were assigned 
randomly to one group or the other in four of the studies.) The homework kids performed better, but 
only on a "unit test"-a test of the material they'd been sent home to study. Which means that Cooper's 
best evidence doesn't refute one of Kohn's central claims-that the measurable benefits of homework 
diminish the longer students are tracked for. Take a snapshot of a math quiz on fractions after kids drill 
fractions at night and homework looks good. Take a longer view and the shine comes off.�” �– Emily 
Bazelon 
 
 
All: Which comes first, achievement or homework? CCL: �“Studies�…cannot totally control for other 
possible causes of the correlation, most pertinently that students selected into classes and schools that 
assign the most homework may be higher achievers for other reasons.�” Vatterott: �“Does homework 
cause higher achievement, or do high achievers spend more time on homework? Are higher-ability 
students more likely to take more challenging courses that require more homework?�” Haitte: �“�…many 
parents judge the effectiveness of schools by the presence or amount of homework�…�” 
 
Students as the Whole Child 
 
Citation: Dudley-Marling, Curr. �“How School Troubles Come Home: The Impact of Homework on 

Families of Struggling Learners.�” Current Issues in Education 6.4 (2003) 
http://cie.ed.asu.edu/volume6/number4/ 

Summary: In Dudley-Marling�’s qualitative approach, consisting of interviews with parents of children 
who struggle, illuminates the ways homework negatively impacts some families; his research found 
destructive effects of homework on parent-child relationships. These children�’s struggle included 
behavioral problems, learning disabilities, language disorders, and English Learners. He does not 
recommend homework to be completely eliminated for these families but rather urges school to 
develop homework policies that consider the range of ways families are constituted (e.g. two working 
parents, one working parents and stay-at-home parents, single parent) and the different ways families 
live their lives.  
 
Cooper: �“We found that after school activities contributed significantly to the prediction of student 
achievement, even after we statistically controlled for the student�’s sex, grade level, ethnicity, 
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eligibility for free lunch, and level of adult supervision after school. Generally, more time in 
extracurricular activities and other structured groups and less time in jobs and viewing television were 
associated with higher test scores and class grades. The joint effects of all five after school activities 
about doubled the ability of any single activity to predict achievement.�” 
 
Hattie: �“The overall effects of television on achievement are small but negative�…�” �“There were 
slightly positive effects for up to ten hours of viewing a week.�” 
 
Kohn: �“�…Buell argues that �‘self-discipline does not mean primarily learning that life is tough and that 
one must generally do what one is told. It means learning to manage freedom�…[by having] gradually 
expanding opportunities�…[to] be responsible for free time.�’�” 
 
Kohn: �“Both parents and teachers are more likely to say they want children to be happy, honest, caring, 
ethical, sensitive, passionate, socially responsible, and appreciative.�” All else being equal, does making 
kids do academic assignments when they get home from school seem likely to help them become 
happy, honest, caring, ethical, and all the rest of it? At best, homework will have no impact on these 
crucial qualities. At worst, the net effect will be negative, particularly when we consider other 
activities and interactions in which children might have had more time to take part.�” 
 
Kohn: �“To what extent do we believe children (and families) should be able to decide how to spend 
their time together? For that matter, what do we think childhood ought to be about?�”  
 
Kohn: �“�…an hour spent doing schoolwork at home is an hour not spent doing other things. There is 
less opportunity for children just to hang out with their parents. There is less opportunity for the kind 
of learning that doesn�’t involve traditional academic skills. There is less opportunity to read for 
pleasure, make friends and socialize with them, get some exercise, get some rest, or just be a child.�” 
 
Kohn: Quoting Leah Winard, a linguist at UCLA, �“�…homework talk and the doing of homework are 
one of the organizers of children�’s afternoon weekday activities and have a significant impact on the 
time and activity planning of family life.�” 
 
Kohn: �“It�’s a serious mistake to see young children as mostly future older children, nor should any 
child be seen as just an adult in the making.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“Some young children are exhausted after school and struggle to compete any homework at 
all. These are children who fairly recently were still taking naps in the afternoon.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“Divorced parents and parents with unusual work schedules also have concerns. Many 
noncustodial divorced parents complain that they see their child only a few hours a week�…�” 
 
Vatterott: �“For some children, especially those from low-income families, time after school is a 
precious resource�…Those children�’s families may need them to baby-sit younger siblings, cook meals, 
do laundry, or clean.�” Note: See survey report for number of students who reported having jobs. 
 
Cooper: �“Competitors for student time�—such as watching television (Comstock, 1991), holding an 
after school job, or participating in extracurricular and other organized group activities (Mahone, 
Larson, & Eccles, 2005)�—have been areas of much research in their own right. In fact, the research 
associated with each of these influences is so vast it likely eclipses the research done on homework.�”  
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Cooper: �“With a few exceptions, the positive and negative consequences of homework can occur 
together. For instance, homework can improve study habits at the same time that it denies access to 
other leisure-time activities�…it is the job of educators and parents to optimize the positive effects 
while minimizing the negative ones.�” 
 
Cooper: Cites flexible language from Key Largo School Homework Policy�—�“If your family has 
special plans for an evening and homework is impossible to complete, please send your child with a 
note. We will work with you to accommodate special situations�…�”   
 
Citation: Galloway and Pope, �“Hazardous Homework?  The relationship between homework, goal 

orientation and well-being in adolescence,�” (Stanford study) in ENCOUNTER: Education for 
Meaning and Social Justice, Vol. 20, No. 4 (Winter 2007) 

RE: observation that there is no homework related research that evaluated homework in relation to 
non-student roles �– Galloway and Pope research/survey did so:  
     A majority of the students studied (56%), reported dropping an activity or hobby they enjoyed 
because schoolwork took too much of their time.  Even among those students reporting doing 2 hours 
or less of homework per night, 41.2% still reported dropping an activity. And 78% of those reporting 
3.5 hours or more of homework per night reported dropping activities. 

Research has shown significant benefits for students who pursue extracurricular activities (Larson 
2000; Mahoney, Larson, Eccles & Lord 2005). Schools should enable students to maintain a healthy 
balance between schoolwork and extracurricular pursuits by carefully monitoring homework load and 
revising homework policies. 
 
All: Children are different in skill, readiness, family life, learning style, organizational skills, 
motivation, persistence, sleep needs, health, etc.  
 
Observation: We did not find homework-related research that evaluates students�’ homework in relation 
to their non-student roles.  
 
Child Health (physical and mental) 
 
Citation: McMahon, Regan. �“Everybody Does It: Academic cheating is at an all-time high. Can 

anything be done to stop it?�”, September 9, 2007 
http://articles.sfgate.com/2007-09-09/living/17261612_1_cheat-school-students-part-of-school-life 
 
Stress and Anxiety = Cheating. "It's not the dumb kids who cheat," one Bay Area prep school student 
told me. "It's the kids with a 4.6 grade-point average who are under so much pressure to keep their 
grades up and get into the best colleges. They're the ones who are smart enough to figure out how to 
cheat without getting caught." 

Denise Pope agrees. She's an adjunct professor in the School of Education at Stanford University, 
founder and director of Stanford's SOS: Stressed-Out Students Project and author of "Doing School: 
How We Are Creating a Generation of Stressed-Out, Materialistic and Miseducated Students." 
"Nationally, 75 percent of all high school students cheat. But the ones who cheat more are the ones 
who have the most to lose, which is the honors and AP (advanced placement) students. Eighty percent 
of honors and AP students cheat on a regular basis." 

Homework is a primary stressor for students in the suburban, upper-middle class high schools 
studied by Stanford. Most students (77%) also reported recent stress-related physical problems, 
including headaches, difficulty sleeping and/or exhaustion. 
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Pope: Students' perceptions of homework usefulness and students' goal orientation were also 
significantly related to mental health. The more useful students found their homework, the better their 
mental health; the more they wanted to avoid looking bad at schoolwork or sought to outperform 
classmates, the poorer their mental health. 
Pope:  Students also reported weight gain related to homework �– 14.3% of those with 2 hours of 
homework or less and 28.9% for those with 3.5 or more hrs per night.   
 
Citation: Bennett, Sara and Kalish, Nancy. 2006. The Case Against Homework; How Homework is 

Hurting Children and What Parents Can Do About It, New York: Three Rivers Press. 
Summary: A review of research and a discussion of parent concerns that draws the conclusion that 
homework, especially repetitive busywork, has not been proven to have great positive benefit overall, 
and can be detrimental to children�’s health, especially if it leaves little time for exercise or sleep. The 
author also maintains a blog to allow a forum for discussion of homework policy around the country; 
http://stophomework.com/ 
 
Bennett:  �“.. a review of 850 studies by the CDC showed that physical activity has a positive impact on 
everything from grade point average, scores on standardized tests, and grades in specific courses to 
concentration, memory, and classroom behavior,, according to Professor Malina, one of the coauthors 
of the review, which was published in the Journal of Pediatrics in June 2005. . . .Decreasing time spent 
on academics so that physical activity could be increased had no negative effects on academic 
achievement, according to the CDC review.�” 
 
Vatterott: Referencing the impact of No Child Left Behind, Vatterott notes: �“One survey indicated that 
only 70 percent of kindergarten classrooms had a recess period.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“In 2007, the American Academy of Pediatrics released a report indicating the importance of 
undirected playtime for children�…The report addressed the tendencies of parents to overschedule and 
�‘build resumes�’ for children, and the negative ramifications of such actions. The report stated that play 
not only enhances social and emotional development but also helps to maintain parent-child bonds.�”  
 
Vatterott: �“Parents often remark that, because of excessive homework, children are �‘losing their 
childhood�’ and �‘don�’t have time to be kids.�’ They point to the need for fresh air, unstructured playtime, 
family time, and down time. There concerns are supported by recent brain research showing the 
importance of downtime and rest for peak learning efficiency.�”  
 
Vatterott: �“The American Chiropractic Association, the American Physical Therapy Association, and 
the American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons all recommend that the weight of backpacks not 
exceed 15 percent of the child�’s body weight�…Yet in one study of students in grades 5 to 8, more than 
half the students interviewed said they regularly carried backpack loads that were heavier than 15 
percent of their body weight, and roughly one-third of the students interviewed had a history of back 
pain. Research done more recently now supports the recommendation that 10 percent of body weight 
be the cutoff for safe use of backpacks at all grade levels.�” 
 
Kohn: �“A study published in 2002 found a direct relationship between how much time high school 
students spent on homework and the levels of anxiety, depression, anger, and other mood disturbances 
they experienced.�” �“No discussion about homework should be taken seriously if it fails to address the 
impact on real children.�” 
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Child Health—Sleep 
 
Overview: Research shows that sleep is important in reinforcing learning and forming lasting 
memories.  Children who do not get enough sleep are at risk for poor academic performance, 
dangerous behaviors such as drinking, and health problems such as depression and obesity. Trying to 
catch up on sleep on the weekends is not necessarily effective. Doing schoolwork late into the night is 
ineffective; without a full night�’s sleep the information may be lost. 

Adolescents need between 8.25 and 9.25 hours of sleep per night.  If they must wake at 6:45 to get 
to school by 7:45, they should be in bed between 9:30 and 10:30. 
 
Citation: American Academy of Sleep Medicine (2007, June 15). �“Late Weekend Sleep Among Teens 

May Lead To Poor Academic Performance.�” 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/06/070613071154.htm 

Teenagers who stay up late on school nights and make up for it by sleeping late on weekends are more 
likely to perform poorly in the classroom. This is because, on weekends, they are waking up at a time 
that is later than their internal body clock expects. The fact that their clock must get used to a new 
routine may affect their ability to be awake early for school at the beginning of the week when they 
revert back to their old routine, according to new research. 
Teens are advised to follow these recommendations: 
 * Get a full night's sleep on a regular basis. Do not stay up all hours of the night to "cram" for an 
exam, do homework, etc. 
 
Citation: American Academy of Sleep Medicine (2009, June 15). �“Better Sleep Is Associated With 

Improved Academic Success.�” ScienceDaily. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/06/090610091232.htm 

Summary: Poor sleep and poor sleep habits are associated with substance use, emotional problems, 
cognitive problems and a general decline in daily functioning. Sleep education may be a preventative 
tool to help increase awareness of the importance of sleep and of the negative consequences of poor 
sleep.  Authors of the study state that results provide overwhelming evidence of the importance of 
sleep during a period of development that is critical in adolescents 
 
Citation: McPherson, F. 2003. �“The role of sleep in memory.�” 

�“http://www.memorykey.com/NatureofMemory/sleep.htm 
 
Citation: Reactivation and Consolidation of Memory During Sleep. Current Directions in 

Psychological Science. Volume 17 Issue 3, Pages 188 �– 192. Published Online:  28 Jun 2008. 
Summary: In the past 10 years it has become clear that sleep is critical for the process of forming 
memories.  Initial studies done in lab animals such as rats and mice implicated lack of sleep in poor 
learning of simple tasks.  In recent years many studies in both children and adults have indicated that 
similar processes are at work in humans.  Children in particular may require more sleep than adults due 
to the fact that they encounter so many new experiences daily that they need greater periods of sleep 
for their brains to process everything they learn.  Children who are sleep deprived, due to sleep 
disorders, suffer significant deficits in learning.  The process of �“memory consolidation�” occurs more 
efficiently after a period of sleep.  During the sleep cycle, after a new skill is learned, the brain appears 
to transfers that memory to a portion of the brain that is more efficient in the use of that memory.  The 
brain also uses the sleep cycle to build neural networks to support the memory of the newly learned 
skill or information. Prior to a sleep cycle, if sleep cycles are disturbed, or the time is insufficiently 
long; the memory remains in the portion of the brain where it was initially stored where it is more 
fragile and likely to be lost.  
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Citation: Galloway and Pope, �“Hazardous Homework?  The relationship between homework, goal 

orientation and well-being in adolescence,�” (Stanford study) in ENCOUNTER: Education for 
Meaning and Social Justice, Vol. 20, No. 4 (Winter 2007) 

Summary: 49.5% of students reporting 2 hours or less of homework also reported problems with 
exhaustion related to homework, while 52.2% of those reporting 2.1-3.5 hrs per night were exhausted 
and 70.2%  of those with 3.5 hours or more were exhausted. 
 
Competitive Readiness within a Global Economy 
 
Citation: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, �“Program for International 

Student Assessment�”, 2003 and 2006, online or print     http://www.oecd.org 
Summary: The reports referenced above are the results of the PISA (Program for International Student 
Assessment) testing for 2003 and 2006. Most interesting comparison is the Finnish students (with 
barely any homework) to the Korean one with high levels of pressure and work. Although the results 
seem to show similar performance, it is the other things they measured that are key. For example 
Korean students, who tend to have among the highest levels of homework in the world, also have 
among the highest levels of anxiety, the lowest levels of confidence and the lowest capacity to 
independently overcome learning challenges.   
 
Citation: Gameraman, Ellen, �“What Makes Finnish Kids So Smart? Finland's teens score 

extraordinarily high on an international test. American educators are trying to figure out why.�” 
Wall Street Journal, online February 29, 2008 

Summary: High-school students here rarely get more than a half-hour of homework a night. They have 
no school uniforms, no honor societies, no valedictorians, no tardy bells and no classes for the gifted. 
There is little standardized testing, few parents agonize over college and kids don't start school until 
age 7. 

Yet by one international measure, Finnish teenagers are among the smartest in the world. They 
earned some of the top scores by 15-year-old students who were tested in 57 countries. American teens 
finished among the world's C students even as U.S. educators piled on more homework, standards and 
rules. Finnish youth, like their U.S. counterparts, also waste hours online. They dye their hair, love 
sarcasm and listen to rap and heavy metal. But by ninth grade they're way ahead in math, science and 
reading -- on track to keeping Finns among the world's most productive workers. 
 
Kohn: �“As for international comparisons, a 1995 study found that U.S. twelfth graders reported 
spending less time on homework than did their counterparts in most of the other nineteen countries that 
participated in the survey�—1.7 hours a night as compared to an average of 2.7 for students elsewhere. 
This may have been related to another finding�…American seniors worked at a paid job for an average 
of three hours a day, about triple the time for those in other nations.�” 
 
Kohn: �“On the other hand, U.S. twelfth graders who took advanced math and science classes �‘reported 
being assigned homework�…more frequently than the international average.�’ Even more striking is a 
cross-national comparison published in 2005. The United States�…is now �‘among the most homework-
intensive countries in the world for 7th and 8th grade math classes.�”  
 
Kohn: International Comparisons according to TIMSS (Trends in International Mathematics and 
Science Study)�—�“Usually it turned out that doing some homework had a stronger relationship with 
achievement than doing none at all, but doing a little homework was also better than doing a lot.�”  
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Kohn: �“�…in a separate series of studies involving elementary school students in China, Japan, and two 
U.S. cities: �‘There was no consistent linear or curvilinear relation between the amount of time spent on 
homework and the child�’s level of academic achievement.�’ These researchers even checked to see if 
homework in the first grade was related to achievement in the fifth grade, the theory being that 
homework might provide gradual, long-term benefits to younger children. �…they came up empty-
handed.�” 
 
Kohn: A review of TIMSS data from 1994 to 1999 compared homework practices in fifty countries. 
Findings were published in 2005. �“Not only did we fail to find any positive relationships, [but] the 
overall correlations between national average student achievement and national averages in the 
frequency, total amount, and percentage of teachers who used homework in grading are all negative�…�” 
�“In a separate analysis of the 1999 TIMSS results that looked at twenty-seven U.S. states or districts as 
well as thirty-seven other countries, meanwhile, �“there was little relationship between the amount of 
homework assigned and students�’ performance.�” Further, �‘Japanese junior high school students 
performed at the top but did not study as much as their peers in other countries.�’ 
 
Kohn: �“The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is often called the nation�’s report 
card. Students who take this test also answer a series of questions about themselves�…one might expect 
to find a reasonably strong association between time spent on homework and test scores. Yet the most 
striking result, particularly for elementary students, is the absence of such an association.�”  
 
According to the International Monetary Fund, the U.S. Gross Domestic Product is nearly $10 trillion 
larger than any other country. 
 
HW Definition 
 
CCL: �“The most common [definition] is Cooper�’s (1989) �‘homework can be defined as any task 
assigned by schoolteachers intended for students to carry out during non-school hours.�’�” �“While it is 
clear, concise, and well used, other definitions of homework are also available.  
 
Observation: Varying definitions of homework can impact scope of research and findings. 
 
Time on HW and Relationship to Achievement 
 
Hattie: �“Achievement is more likely to be increased when students invoke learning rather than 
performance strategies.�” 
 
Hattie: �“�…take an examination of five meta-analysis on homework: Cooper (1989; 1994); Cooper 
Robinson, & Patall (2006); DeBaz (1994); Paschal, Weinstein, & Walberg (1984). Over these five 
meta-analyses there were 161 studies involving more than 100,000 students, which investigated the 
effects of homework on students�’ achievement. The average of all these effect sizes would not, 
according to Cohen (1988), be perceptible to the naked eye, and would be approximately equivalent to 
the difference between the height of a 5�’11�” and a 6�’0 person.�” 
 
Hattie: In his ranking of 138 key influences on student achievement, the following influences fall in 
the top 20: 1) Self-report grades, 2) Piagetian programs, 3) Providing formative evaluation, 4) Micro 
teaching, 5) Acceleration, 6) Classroom behavioral, 7) Comprehensive interventions for learning 
disabled students, 8) Teacher clarity, 9) Reciprocal teaching 10) Feedback, 11) Teacher-student 
relationships, 12) Spaced vs. mass practice, 13) Meta-cognitive strategies, 14) Prior achievement, 15) 
Vocabulary programs, 16) Repeated reading programs, 17) Creativity programs, 18) Self-
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verbalization/self-questioning, 19) Professional development, 20) Problem-solving teaching.   
Homework was ranked 88th. �“�…the effects are greater for high school students and closer to zero for 
elementary school students.�”  
 
CCL: Of the eight studies which were the most rigorous, none was successful at clearly establishing 
causality, i.e., does more homework cause an increase in achievement. Instead, there were several clear 
associations between more homework and higher achievement. 
 
Vatterott: �“Studies comparing students doing homework with students not doing homework showed 
that students doing homework had higher unit test scores than 73 percent of students not doing 
homework (Cooper, 2007).�” �“A majority of studies found a positive correlation between time spent 
doing homework and achievement (Cooper, 2007)�…Some studies, however, have shown a negative 
relationship between achievement and time spent on homework.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“Cool and Keith (1991) found a positive correlation between time spent on homework and 
achievement (r = +0.30). After controlling for motivation, ability, quality of instruction, course work, 
quantity, and some background variables, however, no meaningful effect of homework on achievement 
remained. (Trautwein & Koller, 2003)�…So it appears that much of the correlation between time and 
achievement could be a result of the ability level of the student, the quality of instruction, or how 
rigorous the course was.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“�…A small amount of homework may be good for learning, but too much homework can 
actually be bad for learning. This conclusion is what Cooper (2007) calls the �‘curvilinear relationship�’ 
between homework and achievement�—that, up to a point, homework appears positive, but that past the 
optimum amount, achievement either remains flat or declines.�” 
 
Cooper: �“Correlational evidence suggests that high school students doing more than about two hours of 
homework a night achieve no better than those doing about two hours, and maybe worse.�” 
 
Cooper: Optimum amount of homework�—�“�…for high school students, the positive relation between 
homework time and achievement does not appear until at least one hour of homework per week is 
reported. Then achievement continues to climb unabated to the highest measured interval, more than 
two ours of homework each night. In contrast, for junior high students, the positive association with 
achievement appears for even the most minimal amount of time on homework (less than one hour) but 
disappears entirely at the highest interval.�” 
 
Cooper: �“The strongest relationship between homework and achievement was found among twelfth-
grade students who reported doing 7 to 12 hours of homework per week, followed by students 
reporting doing 13 to 20 hours per week. Students who reported doing more than 20 hours of 
homework per week revealed a relationship with achievement test scores nearly equal to those 
reporting between 1 and 6 hours of homework per week.�” 
 
Kohn: Discusses Cooper�’s research�—Cooper�’s first meta-analysis (1989) showed a positive correlation 
between test scores and homework, but �“the overall effect was not particularly large: Homework 
accounted for less than 4 percent of the differences in students�’ scores.�” The �“studies included in the 
review had�…serious �‘methodological shortcomings.�’�” A newer review was published in 2006. �“As for 
more recent studies looking for a relationship between achievement and time spent on homework, the 
overall correlation was about the same as the one found in 1989.�” �“�…several new studies weren�’t 
included in Cooper�’s recent review, and they �‘do not support the notion that students who spend more 
time on homework have higher achievement gains than do their classmates.�’�” 
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Vatterott, Trautwein & Koller:  A new generation of homework studies using more sophisticated 
analyses �“found no positive relationship between time spent on homework and achievement.  Thus, 
most of the more recent results run counter to the results reported in Cooper�’s 1989 classic review.�” 
(Trautwein & Koller, 2003) 
 
Kohn: �“The entry on homework in the Encyclopedia of Educational research�” discusses Cooper�’s 
�‘somewhat overstated conclusion [that] the more homework high school students do, the better their 
achievement�…Cooper has no data whatsoever to describe what actually happens beyond 10 hours [of 
homework] per week.�’�” 
 
Kohn: �“�…time spent on reading for pleasure [has been] strongly correlated with higher scores. 
 
Time on HW and Relationship to Learning 
 
Hattie: quoting Eliot, 1934�—�“Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the 
knowledge we have lost in information?�” 
 
Hattie: �“Achievement is more likely to be increased when students invoke learning rather than 
performance strategies.�” 
 
CCL: �“Major findings included: moderate evidence that homework which engages students in active 
learning (rather than rote repetition) increases achievement�…�” 
 
CCL: �“�…a preoccupation with how long students spend on homework may mask more important 
issues. Homework type rather than homework quantity may increase academic achievement depending 
on students�’ age, other demographic characteristics, and the subject matter.�” 
 
Kohn: �“Homework�’s emotional effects are obvious, but its adverse impact on intellectual curiosity is 
no less real. Kids negative reactions may generalize to school itself and even to the very idea of 
learning.�” Quoting Deborah Meier, Educator, a passion for learning �“isn�’t something you have to 
inspire [kids to have]; it�’s something you have to keep from extinguishing.�” 
 
Kohn: �“Educational quality is assumed to be synonymous with �‘rigor,�’ and rigor, in turn, is thought to 
be reflected by the quantity and difficulty of assignments.�” 
 
Kohn: Quoting literacy expert Frank Smith�—�“How much is learned by rote is a direct function of time 
and effort. But when the learning is meaningful we learn much faster�…Having to spend long periods 
of time in repetitive efforts to learn specific things is a sign that learning is not taking place, that we are 
not in a productive learning situation.�” 
 
Kohn:  makes one major exception to his skepticism about homework-the encouragement of reading 
for pleasure. But he counsels that schools should take care lest their prodding turn books from a joy 
into a chore. 
 
HW when Applied Punitively 
Vatterott: �“First, do no harm�—don�’t kill motivation or course grades by being too punitive.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“The downside to a lunch support program is that, no matter how it�’s presented, it still feels 
punitive to students. They miss interacting with their friends and don�’t feel like they�’ve had a break.�” 
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�“Equally problematic is forcing elementary students to miss recess to make up homework.�” Vatterott 
notes these practices also hurt teachers. 
 
Student Effort 
 
CCL: �“Homework�’s impact on achievement likely stems from effort more than time�…This finding 
accords with the pedagogical studies that indicate that more motivating tasks lead to a beneficial 
homework effect. When students focus on their homework�—because it is intrinsically motivating or 
because they have good study habits�—achievement increases.�” 
 
Student Motivation 
 
Hattie: �“�…motivation is highest when students are competent, have sufficient autonomy, set 
worthwhile goals, get feedback, and are affirmed by others.�” �“For many, demotivation has more 
impact than motivation.�” 
 
Hattie: �“Students who take on personal responsibility for life events such as learning can be labeled 
internals, whereas those who consider learning are out of their hands are externals. The typical finding 
is that more internal beliefs are associated with academic achievement.�” �“Twenge, Zhang, and Im 
(2004) found that there has been an increase over the past two generations in students claiming that 
learning is more external than internal. They argued that students were becoming more cynical, and 
using more ineffective stress management strategies, and it could be suggested that the increased 
emphasis on external accountability testing models has not helped.�” 
 
Hattie: �“For too many students, homework reinforces that they cannot learn by themselves, and that 
they cannot do the schoolwork. For these students, homework can undermine motivation, internalize 
incorrect routines and strategies, and reinforce less effective study habits, especially for elementary 
students.�”  
 
Vatterott: �“First, students who have a feeling of competence about learning are more likely to do the 
homework. The feeling of competence is influenced by a student�’s expectation of success, which is 
based on past experience (Trautwein & Koller, 2003). Therefore, students who have an academic 
history of doing poorly on homework assignments need tasks at which they can be successful.�” 
 
Cooper: �“Do not overload kids with homework. It can ruin motivation.�” 
 
Citation: Vatterott, C. (2007). Becoming a middle-level teacher: Student-focused teaching of early 
adolescents. New York: McGraw-Hill.  
Summary: Students are most likely to be emotionally engaged by tasks that allow them to give their 
opinion, solve a problem that is important to them, compete with others, imagine possibilities, or be 
creative. Students connect personally with the content when they identify with people or feelings, 
connect the content to something in their everyday life, use the content to understand the world around 
them, or wrestle with moral or ethical dilemmas.  
 
Citation: Sagor, R. (2008). �“Cultivating optimism in the classroom.�” Educational Leadership. 65 (6), 
26-31. 
Summary: Students who have a sense of competence about learning are more likely to do homework; 
therefore, students who have an academic history of doing poorly on homework assignments need 
tasks at which they can be successful. They need positive feedback for completing homework �– 
positive experiences to �“undo�” the negative experiences of the past.  
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Quality and Type of HW 
 
Marzano, R. (2007). The art and science of teaching: A comprehensive framework for effective 

instruction. Alexandria, VA: Association for Curriculum Development.  
Summary: It�’s the quality, not quantity, of homework that matters. Marzano states that large quantities 
of homework poorly structured homework will not be beneficial and may in fact be detrimental. Small 
amounts of well-structured homework, on the other hand, may produce the desired effect.  
 
CCL: �“�…thoughtful homework assignments may be effective at increasing student achievement; 
however, assigning homework for the sake of homework appears an unsupportable practice.�” 
 
CCL: The strongest finding in the review�—�“More motivating tasks lead to a beneficial homework 
effect.�” Further research is needed about what constitutes quality. 
 
Vatterott: �“�…the role of quality teaching in the effectiveness of homework has been ignored in the 
research (Wharton, 2001).�” �“What if, instead of focusing on the student�’s homework behavior, we 
looked at the teacher�’s homework behavior?�” 
 
Vatterott: �“Students are less likely to complete tasks they perceive as busywork.�” �“Quality tasks are 
clearly related to the classroom learning, are simple enough so that students can complete them without 
help, and, it is hoped, are relevant to real life.�”  
 
Haitte: �“Homework in which there is no active involvement by the teacher does not contribute to 
student learning�…�” 
 
Kohn: �“�…one of the main challenges for a teacher is to help spark and sustain children�’s intrinsic 
motivation to play with words and numbers and ideas. Conversely, when an activity feels like 
drudgery, the quality of learning tends to suffer.�”  
 
Pope:  Students' perceptions of homework as useful were modestly but consistently related to fewer 
academic worries, lower incidence of mental health problems, and fewer stress-related physical 
symptoms (such as headaches and exhaustion). 
 
Pope:  Previous research has shown that relevant and purposeful schoolwork is linked to increased 
student motivation (see Committee on Increasing High School Students' Engagement and Motivation 
to Learn 2003). 
Our study extends this connection to positive mental and physical health. When students perceived 
homework as more useful for their learning and preparation for tests and projects, they reported fewer 
academic worries, fewer stress-related physical symptoms, and more positive mental health. While 
these relationships were modest in magnitude, they were generally consistent. Useful homework 
assignments may be fundamental not just to students' engagement in school, but also to their overall 
well-being. Schools should consider homework policies that strive to eliminate "busy work" and that 
are explicit about the purposes of the work sent home each night. 
 
Citation: Sagor, R. (2008). �“Cultivating optimism in the classroom.�” Educational Leadership. 65 (6), 
26-31. 
Summary:Students who have a sense of competence about learning are more likely to do homework; 
therefore, students who have an academic history of doing poorly on homework assignments need 
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tasks at which they can be successful. They need positive feedback for completing homework �– 
positive experiences to �“undo�” the negative experiences of the past.  
 
 
HW Completion 
 
Citation: Eisner, E. W. (2003, December-2004, January). �“Preparing for today and tomorrow.�” 

Educational Leadership, 61 (4), 6-11.  
Summary: Faculty, parents, and the administration are aware that students differ in their readiness and 
developmental level and that all students do not learn in the same way, yet homework often follow a 
one-size-fits-all policy; students are all assigned the same task. Students differ in their working speed 
where some take longer to learn a concept or complete tasks than others yet the slower students are 
expected to take the additional time to complete the same homework that other students finish more 
quickly.  
 
Vatterott: To support successful homework completion, Vatterott suggests elementary classroom 
homework time, advisory or homeroom time, or daytime homework support programs, �“�…if making 
up homework is important enough to allow students to miss some regular instruction.�” Other 
suggestions include late-start days, academic lab periods, study hall or independent study courses, 
alternative strategies or study skills courses, longer lunch periods, extended school days, and weekly 
homework time where �“each class is shortened by a few minutes one day a week to create an hour-long 
block of time�…�”  
 
Vatterott: Uncompleted homework does not help learning. �“In addition to the negative effect of failing 
grades, students who fail to complete homework may miss the opportunity to experience success as an 
independent learner. The result is a decrease in motivation and learner self-esteem, which influences 
the student�’s desire to continue formal learning. This combination of failing grades and lack of 
successful learning contributes to students�’ disengagement from school and further disenfranchises 
them from the school community.�” 
 
Cooper:  Believes that early homework is the �“scaffolding�” for fostering good study habits, but cites no 
studies supporting or debunking his claim. 
 
CCL: The correlative effect of homework completion on achievement is positive. Homework must be 
achievable. 
 
Nonacademic Benefits (Study Skills, Family Connection, Planning, Organization, etc.) 
 
Citation: Warton, P. M. (2001). �“The forgotten voice in homework: Views of students.�” Educational 

Psychologist, 36, 155-165. 
Summary: Certain nonacademic benefits of homework have been shown, especially for younger 
students. Indeed, some primary-level teachers may assign homework for such benefits, which include 
learning the importance of responsibility, managing time, developing study habits, and staying with a 
task until it is completed. 
 
Hattie: �“�…prescribing homework does not help students develop time management skills�—there is no 
evidence this occurs.�” 
 
Cooper: �“In the early grades, homework can help children to develop the good study habits and 
positive attitudes�…�” 



60 

 
Cooper believes that early homework is the �“scaffolding�” for fostering good study habits, but cites no 
studies supporting or debunking his claim. 
 
Kohn: Referencing family connection�—�“�…if the goal is to give parents information about classroom 
practices, why would we need to compel students to do schoolwork at home every night? Couldn�’t 
they just take home the assignments that they�’d completed during class and explain what they�’d done? 
If more was needed, why not have teachers send occasional descriptive memos and sample lesson 
plans to parents�—or invite them to visit classrooms�…�” 
 
Kohn: �“Whether homework has any effect on �‘objectives other than test marks and course grades�—
such as developing discipline and independence, extending understanding, or strengthening a positive 
attitude to learning�—cannot be stated.�” �“�…we don�’t know whether homework provides any 
meaningful intellectual benefits�—any effects beyond what�’s reflected in standardized test scores and 
teachers�’ grades.�”  
 
Kohn: �“�…one way children may get better at devising and carrying out plans, seeing tasks through to 
completion, and so on, is by doing chores and participating in other activities that are part of family 
life.�” 
 
Kohn: �“Even if one were to insist that homework does provide such benefits, moreover, how often 
would it need to be assigned in order to help students develop the requisite work habits and skills?�” 
 
Kohn: Thinks it is counterproductive to ask children to sit down and work at night before being 
developmentally ready �– �“Most twelve-year-olds are better [at time management] than most seven-
year-olds regardless of how much homework they've been assigned.  It's both naive and unhelpful to 
expect younger children to defer gratification or know how to engage in long-term planning." 
 
Vatterott�“�…certain nonacademic benefits have been asserted by some, though there is no research or 
studies supporting these claims, especially for younger students�….�”  However, some teachers believe 
that benefits may include �“learning the importance of responsibility, managing time, �…. Etc.�” 
 
 
Best Practices (see also: “Quality and Type of HW) 
Vatterott:  Adding structure to homework tasks may help students, especially struggling and ELLs. 
Providing structure helps students to feel the task is within their capabilities and completed without 
frustration. ELL may also benefit from assignments with pictures and may find it easier to finish 
assignments in their native language first; the assignment can be translated later by a bilingual teacher, 
peer, or aide.  
 
Citation: Tomlinson, C. (1999). The differentiated classroom: Responding to the needs of all learners. 

Alexandria, VA: ASCD.  
Summary: Students with limited readiness may need homework involving simpler reading material or 
tasks that are more concrete. Instead of reading the textbooks, some students may use adapted reading 
packets that come with the text, which outline the main ideas of each chapter. More advanced students 
may benefit from more challenging tasks or the opportunity to explore topics in greater depth.  
 
Citation: Gebhard, M. (2002, December-2003, January). Getting past �“See spot run.�” Educational 

Leadership, 60 (4), 35-39.  
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Summary: Quality in homework tasks is important to motivation, but differentiating homework is 
critical to ensuring that students can be academically successful. Differentiating homework tasks 
allows the teacher to meet the individual needs of the student. English language learners must be 
allowed to experience success in their native language until they are able to learn in English.  
 
Citation: Wright, J. (2006). �“Learning interventions for struggling students.�” Education Digest, 71 (5), 

35-39. 
Summary: Students must have adequate time to practice the skill or task in class before assuming they 
have internalized the skill correctly. 
 
Citation: Marzano, R.J., Pickering, D.J., & Pollack, J.E. (2001). Classroom instruction that works: 

Research-based strategies for increasing student achievement. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Research does confirm that mastering a skill requires focused practice; however, the condition in 
which the practice occurs has to be conducive for the student. Teachers may rush into a heavy practice 
phase, without adequately checking for understanding. The writers suggest first examining a few 
problems in-depth in the classroom and focusing on the reasoning used to solve those problems before 
moving onto the stage of practice. (See page 97) 

The ultimate goal of the assignment �– pre-learning, checking for understanding, practice, or 
processing �– should be clearly communicated to the student. Students should easily understand the 
value of the task or be told explicitly how it helps learning. Students should have no trouble connecting 
homework to classroom learning. Homework tasks that have clear academic outcomes are well-
organized and easy to understand, preferably with written (not oral) directions.  
 
CCL: �“�…homework policies ought to be continually evaluated.�” 
 
CCL: �“The �‘enhanced�’ pedagogical interventions examined here were largely successful at increasing 
student achievement. Indeed, this empirical finding was perhaps the strongest of the review. Further 
research might continue to examine what makes homework tasks effective.�” Note: �“Enhanced 
pedagogical interventions�” studied were: 

 Web-based, constructivist oriented homework, including teacher and peer feedback using 
email, chat, and a discussion board. 

 Self-regulation homework intervention for at-risk junior high school students. 
 Individual learning style based homework prescriptions. 
 Answer supplied homework. 
 Homework intervention program involving 5th and 6th graders, with high involvement by 

parents and requirement of participation by students. 
 
Hattie:  �“Trautwein, Köller, Schmitz, and Baumert (2002) �…. found that a lot of homework and a lack 
of monitoring seem to indicate an ineffective teaching method. They warned against homework that 
undermined a student�’s motivation and that led to the student internalizing incorrect routines, and they 
favored short, frequent homework that was closely monitored by the teachers. It would probably be 
more effective to construct these opportunities under the gaze of a teacher, in the school. Teaching 
does matter when it comes to students learning. The manner in which parents become involved may or 
may not make a difference. 
 
Vatterott: �“[Teachers] need adequate time to plan effective classroom activities. What if more time 
spent grading homework equaled less time to plan quality classroom instruction�…�” 
 
Vatterott: �“�‘For a teacher, understanding a student�’s level of development is crucial, as is spotting 
where, when, and why mistakes are made in learning something new.�’�” (Buell, 2004). �“�…teachers 



62 

often assign the same task to all students, regardless of their level of readiness (Bryan & Burstein, 
2004). 
 
Vatterott: �“�…studies have found that student achievement increases when teaching methods match 
students�’ learning styles (Gardner, 1999; Vatterott, 2007).�” �“By providing choices and flexibility in 
homework tasks, teachers can accommodate differences in learners and therefore the effectiveness of 
homework (Bryan & Burstein, 2004; Vatterott, 2007). 
 
Cooper: �“�…individualization of assignments by difficulty may have little effect on students�’ ultimate 
achievement, but preparing assignments that take into account students�’ learning styles may be more 
effective. 
 
Vatterott: �“We know that if homework is not completed, it doesn�’t help anything. Assigning 
homework does no good if students don�’t do it. On the other hand, well-designed homework that 
students complete successfully can reinforce classroom learning�…�” 
 
Vatterott: In her �“New Paradigm for Homework,�” Vatterott prescribes: 

 Designing quality homework tasks 
 Differentiating homework tasks 
 Moving from grading to checking 
 Decriminalizing the grading of homework 
 Using completion strategies 
 Establishing homework support programs 

 
Vatterott: �“For teachers who feel they must penalize lateness, it is best to separate grades for learning 
from grades for work habits (Guskey & Anderman, 2008). 
 
Vatterott: �“Most teachers were never trained in effective homework practices.�” 
 
Vatterott: See suggestions pp. 134-135. 
 
Vatterott: �“�…[teachers] must make sure students are practicing the skill correctly, so they do not 
internalize incorrect methods (Trautwein & Koller, 2003)�…Students [must be given] adequate time to 
practice before we assume they have internalized the skill correctly (Wright, 2006).�” �“�…an approach 
that uses smaller amounts of practice spread out over a number of days (distributed practice) is 
superior to an approach that uses larger amounts of practice done over a shorter period (mass 
practice).�” 
 
Cooper: Research shows �“an emphasis [should be] placed on distributing the content of assignments 
rather than massing it on the day that the content is covered in class.�” 
 
Cooper: �“�…I suggest that the practice of grading homework be kept to a minimum, especially if the 
assignment�’s purpose is to foster positive attitudes toward the subject matter.�”  
 
Cooper: �“Provide materials that help students manage time and stay organized. Talk with students 
about studying strategies. These are skills that need to be learned, just like reading and math.�” 
 
Cooper: �“If students have several homework deadlines in different subjects which are too close 
together they should inform and negotiate with teachers.�” 
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Grade Level Differences 
CCL: �“Older students, i.e. Grade 8 and above, seem most likely to benefit.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“Homework appears to be positively correlated with achievement, but the effect varies 
dramatically with grade level. In grades 3 to 5, the correlation was nearly zero; in grades 6 to 9, the 
correlation was .07; and in grades 10 to 12, the correlation was .25 (Cooper, 1989a; Cooper, Robinson, 
& Patall, 2006).  
 
Haitte: �“The effects are greater for higher than lower ability students and for older rather than younger 
students.�” �“Perhaps one set of reasons why the effects of homework are lower in elementary levels is 
that younger children are less able than older children to ignore irrelevant information or stimulation in 
their environment, have less effective study habits, and received little support (from teachers or 
parents) (Muhlenbruck, cooper, Nye, & Lindsay, 1999). 
Cooper: Why is grade level important? �“�…research in cognitive psychology indicates that age 
differences exist in children�’s ability to attend to stimuli.�” �“�…younger students have less well-
developed study habits.�” �“Evidence suggests teachers in early grades may assign homework more 
often to develop young students�’ management of time�—a skill rarely measured on standardized 
achievement tests or graded in class.�” 
 
Cooper: �“From third through sixth grades, small amounts of homework, gradually increased each year, 
may support improved school achievement. In seventh grade and beyond, students who complete more 
homework score better on standardized tests and earn better grades, on the average, than students who 
do less homework. The difference in test scores and grades between students who do more homework 
and those who do less increases as students move up through the grades.�” 
 
Cooper: �“Homework should serve different purposes at different grade levels. For younger students, 
homework should be used to reinforce the basic skills learned in class and foster positive attitudes 
toward school and better academic behaviors and character traits. It should not be expected to 
dramatically improve or accelerate achievement in subject areas. As students grow older, the function 
of homework should gradually change to emphasize more the acquisition of knowledge in specific 
topics.�” 
 
Kohn: �“There is no evidence of any academic benefit from homework in elementary school.�” 
 
Citation: Cooper, H., & Valentine, J.C. (2001). �“Using research to answer practical 
           questions about homework.�” Educational Psychologist, 36, 143�–153. 
Summary: Homework has a greater effect on outcomes for students at the secondary school level than 
the primary school level. The authors recognized some plausible explanations. First, the research in 
cognitive psychology indicates that age differences exist in children�’s ability to attend to stimuli 
(Cooper & Valentine, 2001). Students in grades K-5 are less able to ignore irrelevant information, 
stimulation, and distractions, unlike that of older students, who have learned to focus and concentrate. 
 
 
Achievement Gap 
CCL: �“Lower achieving students appear to have the most to gain from homework�…studies indicated 
homework was a widespread remedial activity.�” Answer supplied homework is beneficial. Note: 
Special needs and EL studies were excluded from this meta-analysis.  
 
Vatterott: �“�…[economic] class differences can easily create disadvantages at school for lower-class 
children. Unfortunately, homework has the potential to exacerbate class differences and widen the 
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achievement gap. In the worst-case scenario, homework helps the privileged succeed academically, 
and homework causes the less privileged to fail academically. Sadly, Kralovec and Buell (2000) found 
that the inability to keep up with homework was a critical factor in the decision of lower-class students 
to drop out of school.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“When assigning homework, the following advice should be followed: 

 Do not assume the child has a quiet place to do homework. 
 Do not assume the child has a parent home in the evening. 
 Do not assume the child�’s parents speak and read English. 
 Do not assume the family has money for school supplies. 
 Do not assume the child has access to materials such as paper, a pencil sharpener, scissors, 

glue, magazines or a calculator. 
 Do not assume the child has access to a computer or the internet. 

 
Vatterott: �“For students who need more time to learn, teachers will find it necessary to prioritize work 
or limit the number of standards that individual students are expected to master (Margolis, 2005).�” �“By 
prioritizing homework in specific subjects and reducing the length of homework assignments, it is 
possible to give students adequate time to learn.�” 
 
Kohn: �“Many critics argue that homework has the effect of widening the divide between students from 
privileged and struggling families.�” Quoting Richard Rothstein, �“The goal [of proposals] is to 
duplicate for disadvantaged pupils the home aid that middle-class children get [and thus] reduce the 
impact of social class on learning�…it is unconscionable for educators to exacerbate inequality by 
assigning homework without first ensuring such programs are in place.�” 
 
Teacher Feedback 
Cooper: �“All homework should be collected, and teachers should use it in the diagnosis of learning 
difficulties�…Problems can then be communicated directly to the student.�”  
 
Cooper: �“Research on variations in teacher feedback strategies reveals that some sort appears to 
improve the effectiveness of homework assignments. However, the research does not favor one 
feedback type or strategy over another.�” 
 
Vatterott: Quoting Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development: �“If assigned, comments 
are a must.�” 
 
HW Supports (After School Programs, Hotlines, etc.) 
Vatterott: �“Ideally, homework support programs should be used in conjunction with the previously 
discussed teacher strategies for differentiation, diagnosis, and completion. Also, homework support 
programs work only if students are given a reasonable amount of homework.�”  
 
Cooper: �“Research syntheses uniformly conclude that participation in an after school program has 
positive achievement benefits for children. However, because many programs often include lots of 
academic activities in addition to homework help, it is difficult to assess the isolated impact of the 
homework component.�” 
 
Cooper: �“It is difficult to assess the effectiveness of hotline programs using the outcome variables that 
appear in other types of homework research. However, logic suggests that in some school districts, 
especially large ones, the hotlines and Web sites might be of some service while being run in a cost-
effective manner.�” 



65 

 
Citation: Yerian, �“Evaluation of the Davis Bridge Program, 2008-2009�” p. 38:  
"The Davis Bridge program is highly regarded by almost all district and DB staff, parents, and 
students. It is the only after school homework program in Davis serving the �‘invisible�’ population of 
disadvantaged, academically at-risk, EL students in grades 1 through 9. DB has had a powerful and 
positive influence on both UCD tutors and DB students. Its leaders have designed an effective 
interpersonal and academic support �‘bridge�’ between home and school that the DJUSD is not able to 
provide to its most at-risk students. Principals are emphatic �– they want more of their struggling 
students enrolled in the DB program."  
 
Parents’ Impact 
Citation: Delgado-Gaitan, C. (1992). �“School matters in the Mexican-American home: Socializing 
children to education.�” American Educational Research Journal, 29 (3), 495-513. 
Summary: Ideally, all parents would be able to help their son/daughter with his/her homework. 
However, the writer expressed that this expectation of parent engagement may be problematic for 
parents who have limited, if any, fluency in English and may most likely be unfamiliar with the U.S. 
schooling practices, culture, and philosophies.   
 
CCL: �“�…inconclusive evidence that involving parents in homework helps achievement, but no 
evidence that they impede it.�” 
 
Vatterott: �“Parents should be encouraged to be less involved with the child�’s actual homework task and 
more involved in communicating with the teacher�—writing notes when students don�’t complete work, 
asking for adaptations, or documenting how much time the child spent on the task. Parents should be 
encouraged to be observers, not enforcers (Goldberg, 2007).�” 
 
Hattie: Hong and Ho (2005) concluded that parent aspirations were the most important influence on 
their children�’s achievement, whereas parental supervision in the forms of monitoring students�’ 
homework�…appeared to have a negative effect on the educational aspirations of adolescent students.�” 
�“Crimm (1992) reviewed parental involvement and found greatest effects between kindergarten and 
grade 3�…but these decreased with age.  
 
Cooper: �“�…teachers should be cautious in requesting that parents provide active instruction to their 
students�…When parent skill resources are low, teachers might consider employing a program that 
trains parents in how to be effective facilitators�…�” 
 
Philosophies  
Kohn: �“It�’s understandable that parents critical of homework would fault teachers, teachers critical of 
homework would fault parents, and students critical of homework would fault both. But it�’s important 
to recognize that all three constituencies often have a substantial burden in common, along with a 
feeling of powerlessness. 
 
Kohn: �“If school administrators are preoccupied with how well their schools (or districts) are doing 
compared with others, then it�’s difficult for any of them to call an end to unnecessary homework until 
those elsewhere are ready to do so. The (il)logic is comparable to that of an arms race. Likewise, if 
parents are intent on pushing their children to outperform their peers�—to get better grades, better test 
scores, more awards, admission to more prestigious colleges, and so on�—then reversing course on 
homework raises the terrifying prospect of falling behind someone else�’s kid who�’s continuing to slave 
away.�” 
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PERSONAL STATEMENTS 
 
The members of the committee began this process with quite a diverse perspective on homework, 
influenced by their personal experience, philosophy regarding education, prior readings on related 
topics and a multitude of other factors.  The committee was effectively moderated by the co-chairs to 
facilitate the sharing of all members�’ viewpoints and opinions, and over time I think all members came 
to a better understanding of the perspectives held by the others in the group.  We did not always agree 
on an issue, but we at least understood how others could reach a different position on the topic.  I think 
everyone on the committee now has a greater appreciation for the complexity surrounding articulating 
a coherent policy regarding homework.  This proposed policy takes into consideration the range of 
needs found among students, teachers and parents. It also recognizes that there are philosophical 
positions and research that pertain to this area, but also practical limitations to what can be 
accomplished.  I think the proposed policy should be part of an on-going dialogue between teachers, 
administrators, students and parents.  From my perspective it is also a constructive step in the right 
direction. 
 
Steve Legé, DaVinci Charter Academy High School Teacher 
 
 

As one of the Co-Chairs and a parent member of this committee, I�’d like to compliment the 
Superintendent for its design. The composition of 2 administrators, along with teachers and parents 
representing various grade levels, for a total of 12 members, was necessary and effective. Future 
committees should consider a similar structure because the blend of our diversity was central to our 
outcome. We all learned a lot. I�’m also appreciative of the individuals who committed to this task. 
Each member prioritized committee work throughout. This was entirely a group effort.  
 Regarding the issue of homework, it is easy to become bogged down by time limits. In fact, this 
is where my focus began�—but it is not where it ended. Homework decisions should be much more 
dynamic than minutes on a clock. We must shed the misconception that rigor equals time, and ask 
instead what makes quality homework. Even more important is the distinction between learning and 
achievement. Inspiring children�’s innate love of learning is what education should be about. Under this 
priority, achievement will come naturally.   

Policymakers must return their attention to the total child. Standards-based education, while 
well-intended and somewhat purposeful, has also stunted our educational infrastructure. Teachers need 
time and flexibility to excite young minds, and students deserve our encouragement to discover the 
world beyond text books.  

As adults, I hope we will allow ourselves to relax a bit, and let kids be kids. It�’s not easy 
because we all want the best for our children. Sometimes we fall into a competitive trap with other 
families or school districts, worried our children will be left behind. Creative pursuit, practice 
managing free-time, and unstructured peer interactions, if permitted, will yield greater lifetime success 
than the current emphasis on adult-like performance.  
 
Heidy Kellison, Parent 
 
 

  
I have served on this homework policy committee as the junior high teacher representative.  I 

was added late, as the person who served in my place resigned.  I teach 7th grade science and 9th grade 
health at Holmes Junior High.  I have been teaching 23 years, most of my career as a junior high 
teacher. 
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 I grew up in Davis and attended Birch Lane Elementary, Holmes Junior High, and Davis High.  
I am a parent of two elementary aged boys.  I know this community.  And I know that it will be 
impossible to please everyone.  There will be those who think we don�’t have nearly enough homework 
to keep up with other students across the country.  There will be those who think this policy requires 
way too much homework for their overwhelmed children. While research on this topic is hard to pin 
down, the committee believes that, in this case, research clearly indicates that less is more. 

One of my responsibilities on this committee was to transcribe the high school student 
comments.  It was eye-opening.  Our kids are busy and over-whelmed.  

One complaint that I read numerous times and that I hear frequently when I talk to my own 9th 
grade students about homework is the excessive amount of what they call �“busy work�”.  As we 
implement this policy, I think teacher education and training about �“best practices of homework�” will 
be an important component of the success of the policy.  I think we will hear many complaints from 
teachers that they can�’t possibly �“cover�” the full curriculum that they have to �“get through�” in their 
class.  Perhaps if homework is meaningful and focused, they can cover the material in the time allotted.   
 A second complaint I hear from students and parents in this community is that the rigor of a 
class depends upon the teacher they get.  An important component of the homework policy we are 
recommending is giving collaboration time to teachers who teach the same course.  This can actually 
make a teacher�’s job much easier by sharing the work load.  Principals must be committed to providing 
this time in order for this to work. 

When I joined this committee, it was my contention that our current homework policy was fine, 
but it has not been consistently enforced.  I hear many of my students tell stories of teachers saying, �“I 
know I�’m breaking the homework policy but, I�’m doing it anyway.�”  Part of our recommendation is to 
highlight an enforcement policy (created by district administration and followed by the principals.)  No 
policy will work if teachers just ignore it.  An un-enforced policy will only frustrate students and 
parents.  This new policy we are recommending is much easier to enforce, as it provides number of 
minutes per class, rather than a total per grade level. 

This homework policy committee has been a very good experience.  I�’ve learned so much from 
the parents and other teachers on the committee, from the student and parent surveys, and from talking 
about homework to other teachers, parents and students in our community.  Heidy did an amazing job 
of keeping us on track and providing positive leadership! Thanks! 
 
Dianna Henrickson, Holmes Junior High School Teacher 
 
 

My motivation to join this committee came from observing my daughter�’s struggle to adjust to 
7th grade homework, and the difficulties I had communicating about this with the teachers and 
administration. The topic seemed taboo, and the will to enforce the standing policy absent. I had 
questions: Is the typical homework assigned to students in DJUSD useful?  How much is beneficial?  
How much is too much? Can we formulate a policy that helps teachers provide useful homework? Can 
it be implemented and will there be compliance? Three years later, I am hopeful that positive change is 
possible following our committee�’s discussions of these questions. We are all committed to providing 
the best educational experience possible for our children, and ridding our district of useless, repetitive, 
boring busywork that does nothing but turn off young people.  
 

We have a great influence on how our children spend their time, and as a culture we can follow 
the model of Finland, where students have a relatively relaxed and stress-free school experience, or 
Korea, where the number of suicides is increasing in young people. These very disparate systems 
manage to have similar academic test outcomes, and there is no question in my mind which one I 
would prefer for my own children. I believe that schoolwork is just one part of their life and it should 
not completely consume them. Our survey showed that I am not alone in this belief, and a well-written 
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and implemented policy will allow those who are like-minded to have a reasonable experience in the 
Davis public schools. The same policy will also allow those who want their children to study for three 
to four hours after school to do that�—there is nothing stopping them.  However, a policy that allows 
and condones 3-4 hours of homework leaves no room for those who disagree with this practice. I am 
fortunate that I was able to have my voice heard, and thank the board and Dr. Hammond for this 
opportunity.  
 
Ruth Santer, Parent 
Substitute teacher in the district 
Art Instructor at César Chávez 
 
 

As the primary-grade teacher on the District Homework Committee, I would like you to know 
that while this was an enormous and exhaustive task, it was also stimulating, engaging, challenging, 
and inclusive of all participating stakeholders. The survey results were given a high degree of 
consideration, as were the extensive findings from the research questions concerning the value and 
effectiveness of homework. Committee members used both our previous knowledge and that which 
was gained from our research, to suggest changes in the amount of time spent on homework. I 
especially like the idea, stated early in our report, that homework does not need to be assigned at all. 
My concerns are about outcomes: will our suggestions be considered and implemented, or will the 
traditional beliefs and myths about homework and its effectiveness prevail? Will students�’ wellness 
issues, time for family activities and other beneficial activities outside of school prevail, or will the 
homework trap continue to interfere with these priorities? I hope that what we have discovered and 
presented to you will make a difference in how homework is regarded in the district. I know that for 
teachers, less time spent on homework preparation would allow more time to be spent on 
implementing best-practice teaching strategies in the classroom �— including feedback, independent 
practice, observation, authentic assessment, and differentiation �— in order help achieve better results 
for students.   

 
Marti Vinson, Montgomery Elementary Teacher 
 
 

The Homework Committee has certainly given all of us plenty of homework this past 14 
months!  We joke about all the work we�’ve undertaken, but I want to note we have all participated 
fully and enthusiastically.  Thanks to incredible leadership from Heidy, as well as a dedicated group of 
parents, teachers, and administrators, we�’ve stayed on task, and yet rather than finish in the three 
months we naively originally planned as our deadline, we realized the task merited much more time 
and effort.  And we gave it almost another year!  It feels really good to have given this homework 
policy the effort and scrutiny it deserves, and I feel justly proud of the outcome.    

As a high school teacher, I am excited about the recommended pedagogical discussions that 
will take place on every campus in this district.  The outcome will be teachers examining and sharing 
strategies for providing effective homework, or as we suggest for the lower grades very little or no 
homework outside the encouragement of reading.  For the high school level I look forward to a 
discussion of what�’s effective and what is not.  Homework and best practices is rarely if ever 
discussed, yet it is an important element of teaching and learning.  Obviously, it certainly also impacts 
our students every day.   

I am excited about our work, filled with a sense of accomplishment, and eager to deliver it to 
you. 
Eleanor Neagley, Davis Senior High School Teacher 
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It�’s my understanding that, originally, this task force was created in response to parental 

concerns about the amount of time children spent on homework.  Parents felt the time was excessive 
and negatively impacts family time, play time, and other activities such as religious occasions, music 
lessons, sports, etc.  As the committee pursued the research, administered surveys, talked to 
community members, and discussed issues, it became apparent that not only the amount of homework 
assigned, but also issues related to its purpose, its impact on physical and mental health, its 
appropriateness, and its impact on attitudes about self and school are necessary topics of focus.   

Many lively discussions occurred and I doubt that anyone on the committee got everything he 
or she wanted, but I do think most everyone feels something they held dear is included in this 
document.  As this information goes to the superintendent and Board of Education and, finally, to 
teachers and community members, I hope that all will recognize that homework should not be 
�“busywork�” as there is no mandate that homework must be assigned; that homework needs some 
�“differentiation�” to meet the needs of struggling students since they will not complete the work if they 
don�’t understand the assignment; that homework should be done by the students; and that homework is 
part of a much larger concept that helps teachers know when students understand and can work 
independently, helps teachers prepare students for future topics in class, and helps students develop a 
positive attitude about themselves as learners. 

Thanks to everyone who worked so diligently on this committee and to everyone who 
participated so honestly in our surveys.  Your responses were vital to this process. 

 
Deanne Quinn, Co-Chair and DJUSD GATE Coordinator 
 
 

I agree with everything in our report, but I wanted to add just a couple of things.  First, I am 
somewhat uncomfortable with 'absolute times' for homework.  I prefer more flexibility.  While I know 
there are caveats in the document about the times sometimes being longer, I think many parents will 
hold firmly to the absolute hours and will complain if homework runs 5 minutes over.  I think that is 
overstepping the rights of teachers who do, despite some beliefs to the contrary, know something about 
how kids learn.  For example, while I read the literature about the effectiveness of homework in 
elementary school, I can show you in my grade book the difference in math scores between kids who 
practice, on a nightly basis, what was taught in school that day and those who either wait a week or 
two or never do practice it.  It is striking.  So, if I choose to do an 'I-Search project' in the fall and for a 
few nights my students go over our 'proscribed limits,' I don't want any complaints about it. 
     I also want to say that I am emphatic about NOT having principals go over the homework 
guidelines' with us at the beginning of school.  Change comes only when teachers believe that they are 
part of the process of change; therefore, I want to state VERY STRONGLY my belief that principals 
need to provide time at the beginning of school for teachers of the same subject and/or grade to meet 
and DISCUSS homework.  Conversation is very powerful in reaching understanding and consensus.  
The problem in our school district is that teachers are NEVER ALLOWED TIME FOR COLLEGIAL 
CONVERSATION. If we could look at the policy and have conversations about what we've been 
doing and why we've been doing it, teachers would come to their own understandings of how to revise 
their homework to fit this new policy.  They would own it after talking about it and this would lead to 
their finding ways to implement it in their own classrooms.  Please, this is a non-negotiable item if this 
is going to work.  Teachers must have conversations with their peers. 
     Thanks! 
Marla Cook, Willett Elementary Teacher 
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My motivation to serve on this committee was to improve the policy to make it enforceable in the 
junior high and high schools. In the secondary schools, having an overall maximum average per night 
was not sufficient to inform an individual teacher how much homework she could assign. The 
suggested changes regarding secondary make it more explicit how much time is allotted per class and 
informs the students who elect to take more or harder classes that they will be subject to more 
homework, and give them an estimate of the time for AP and Honors classes.  
  I am opposed to the reduction in maximum average times in this recommendation. Unlike the 
other parent members of the committee, I did not see a problem with the maximum number of minutes 
of the existing policy and I found that most of the specific complaints that were reported were in 
violation of the existing policy, but parents did not have successful resolution with the teacher and/or 
the principal. I think that the district needs to have a clear process outlined for addressing the issue 
when a student is struggling with homework, which I hope will be outlined in the administrative 
guidelines of the superintendent.  

It is my observation that beginning teachers tend to assign more homework than experienced 
teachers. This is reinforced by teacher members of the committee who report assigning less homework 
now than they did a few years ago. I hope that the superintendent�’s implementation will make special 
effort to educate and monitor new teachers with their assignments. 
 The most important point that I have learned on the committee regarding homework is that for 
struggling students, it is critical that the homework be reasonable and at a level which can be 
completed by the student. The struggling students need the reinforcement of homework, more than the 
ones who have quickly mastered the task, so the material and amount need to be carefully chosen. It is 
important that all students have the knowledge to be able to do their homework independently.  
 
Susan Hulsizer, Parent 
 
 

I cannot say enough regarding the quality, commitment and care that the members of this 
committee have brought to the task of studying, researching and reworking the District homework 
policy.  While current policy already provided a substantial improvement over past practices, I believe 
this new proposal takes us further along the road to a better policy for our children, which we hope will 
result in healthier, happier and ultimately more knowledgeable and better educated students.  I still 
think homework should be eliminated in the lower grades and more substantially reduced in the upper 
grades, per the research, but I understand the concerns of our teachers in the need to �“sell�” these 
substantial changes to our stakeholders �– particularly to the teachers and to parents who still feel more 
homework is important for their own students. 

My own experience of this committee has been extremely positive.  Even while I often �“pushed 
the envelope�” in my desire to attain a radical change in current policy, I felt that the committee as a 
whole demonstrated a great capacity to listen, work together, agree where we could, work to reach 
consensus as much as possible, and ultimately to birth a policy with the best 
ideas/concerns/views/research, etc. addressed and incorporated as much as we could, into this new 
policy proposal.  I leave the committee with the utmost respect for the committee members and the 
process.  The teachers on the committee were quite committed, caring individuals that helped me view 
homework issues through several different perspectives.  Our co-chairs were quite effective in keeping 
us on track, and Heidy Kellison stepped up to the plate at the ninth hour, putting in an enormous 
amount of time and energy to ensure we finished our work. Thank you for the opportunity to serve on 
this committee.  It has been an honor and a privilege. 
 
Ann Block, Parent 
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I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to have served on such an important committee, and 
with such a wonderful group of people. The task we were assigned was not easy, and we often 
disagreed. Homework is a controversial issue at best. I went into the committee thinking from the point 
of view of a mother who wants the best education possible for her children, without sacrificing the 
precious aspects of childhood that we adults look back on nostalgically: a time to feel free of 
responsibility, to explore surroundings and pursue hobbies, to read for pleasure, play with friends, 
create memories with family and learn what it takes to become an adult. Achieving a good education 
should be motivated by curiosity, a love of learning and exploring, rather than dominated by anxiety 
and fear of failure which I�’m afraid has become common in our competition driven society.  
 

I have learned much from this process, listening to teachers�’ perspectives and especially 
reading through hundreds of parent comments. That and reading through a lot of research material 
shaped my thinking. We all want the same thing: an excellent education for our children, without the 
hours of unnecessary busy work. We also want them to have the opportunity to grow in ways other 
than the academic so they can become creative, imaginative, motivated and well balanced adults.  
 

I would like to thank our superintendent, Dr. Hammond, for being very responsive to the 
parents�’ concerns in forming this well-balanced committee. I am grateful to every member of the 
committee for volunteering their time and energy, and I�’m especially grateful to the wonderful teachers 
who spent endless hours working on this. Last, but not least, I would like to thank Heidy Kellison who 
provided great leadership throughout the process and never gave up hope.  
 
Juana Eweis, Parent   
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Appendix 
What follows are the comments that were included by students, parents and teachers as part of 
completing the survey. 
 
A. Student Survey Comments - High School Level 

 The amount of homework given rarely exceeds 1 ½ hours, but I have it on weekends too.  You 
should change the rule on weekend homework so that there is none. 

 I�’m taking Honors English 10, and my teacher�’s no busy work policy keeps things very 
reasonable. 

 My homework load is very reasonable, mainly because I assemble my schedule with that 
strongly in mind. 

 NO SUMMER HOMEWORK PLEASE!  I need my summer or I will go insane. 
 I am always forced to prioritize my homework and complete some but I am forced to forget 

others and not do them at all or turn them in late. 
 For me, my classes seem to get really busy all at the same time.  For example, I sometimes 

could have a big test in all of my classes on the same day.  Studying, and doing all of the 
homework can get really hectic.  Then after that, I won�’t have much homework at all. 

 I believe it is the responsibility of the teacher to teach during class and not need HW. 
 No problems with any of the work assigned in most of my classes.  Sometimes teachers give 

too much busy work (drawing pictures, etc.) that waste time.  Summer homework should not be 
given unless it�’s absolutely necessary. 

 Overall, just not enough time due to sports and other extracurricular activities like music. 
 I think the amount of homework is fine, but sometimes all my teachers just assign new 

homework the day before and that is sometimes a problem.  I think the AP Classes are not that 
bad this year, because my science class does not assign homework, but I hear other classes do 
have a lot of homework. 

 The amount of homework I receive hinders my ability to perform well. 
 My science class does not have homework due; just guidelines to keep up.  Math homework 

has always taken a long time, but it is necessary to success.  Some classes rarely give 
homework at all.  

 I missed 2 weeks of school while using independent studies 2 weeks ago and I still haven�’t had 
time to make it all up. 

 Many teachers such as foreign language and Math assign homework on a Friday and make it 
due the very next Monday. 

 70% of my homework is busy work. The majority of my HW does not help me or aid to my 
learning in the class. 

 Nightly homework in math takes a lot of time and the assignments are long, but they are helpful 
and I acknowledge their importance.  I get a lot of busy work that isn�’t even explained in class.  
Good amount of homework in English.  Same in World Civ �– I feel like I�’m really learning in 
those classes and the homework is helpful and a good use of time. 

 I definitely feel that homework is necessary; however it is often assigned in excess.  For some 
classes I find myself doing the same types of problems over and over for hours.  It is not that 
homework is too hard, but there is just too much.  My situation may not apply to others because 
I have all of the hardest teachers, but I have not been able to go to bed before 1:30 for the past 
few weeks.  I do not procrastinate or participate in extracurricular activities and I never have 
time to spend with friends anymore. 

 My HW alternates between being really easy and really hard, but will almost always tank an 
hour at least. 
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 Homework isn�’t usually a problem for me, but when I�’m doing science homework I�’m not 
always understanding of what I�’m supposed to do and the textbooks are confusing at times and 
memorizing all the things is very difficult.  Then there is other HW I have to finish but time 
flies and I don�’t have time to relax.   

 Homework is not generally an issue, but sometimes can be.  Less homework would allow for 
more plain �“study time�” each night and time to study for tests. 

 Well, at my old high school, every day was a block day, so I had 2 days to complete a 
homework assignment, which I was very used to.  Now that I live in Davis its high school has a 
schedule where you have to go to every class in one day; and every class assigns homework 
that is due the very next day.  I don�’t have enough time to do all my homework.  I don�’t have 
me time and I can�’t do extra activities at school because of hw.  Davis High is very different 
from my old school in Southern California because it seems to just focus on work and no play. 

 Generally I can receive help but there are instances when I ask but don�’t receive any (very 
rare.) 

 In health they teach us how important it is to sleep/not be stressed, but school and homework is 
the sole cause of sleep deprivation and stress. 

 Homework is generally fairly easy, but time-consuming.  All teachers claim homework should 
only occupy 2 hours daily and don�’t think other teachers assign much; EVERY teacher thinks 
in this manner, actually, and it can be a strain on my musical life playing clarinet and 
saxophone, both of which I immensely enjoy. 

 I don�’t have any classes that take more than 50% of the time during the week, however during 
the weekends I spend more than 50% of my time on science.  I have not approached my 
teachers enough to really answer question #4. 

 Teachers, why assign homework due the following day when you know full well it is a lengthy 
assignment that takes nearly an hour to complete? 

 Homework usually isn�’t much of a problem for me personally, but it DEFINITELY is for some 
of my friends. 

 Most of the time homework is not too difficult to complete, however it is difficult to sit down 
and do hours of homework after being at school doing work for 5+ hours. 

 Though most students always say they have too much homework, even in the �“hard�” classes 
I�’m taking; my teachers are very considerate and talk to the students about their homework 
problems.  Personally, I�’m doing pretty well. 

 I find the block days more convenient because it gives students an extra day to spend a little 
more time on an assignment and prepare for a test when needed. 

 Homework every night is not a problem for me, but the amount of homework is.  I play sports 
year round and I usually get home around 8 PM.  It doesn�’t bother me to do an assignment for a 
class, but certain classes ask too much of me at least 1 night a week.  Because of this problem, I 
lose sleep and miss school due to sickness. 

 It is so annoying when teachers are not specific enough about what they want and then grade 
you down for not doing the assignment right. 

 I don�’t have time for anything fun.  I�’m constantly doing school work from the time I get up to 
bed time.  I don�’t have any friends because I don�’t have time to make any. 

 Sometimes a problem, especially due to extracurricular activities.  But, to a certain extent, with 
AP/Honors courses you expect heavy workloads. 

 Homework is a huge source of stress.  I am currently taking a SAT class and constantly have to 
juggle school homework, SAT prep and dance.  Hopefully, I have time to relax. 

 Sports activities are really important to me, but so is school, so HW takes up all of my time.  
Sometimes stay up too late. 
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 Some teachers who teach AP or Honors class, who teach non AP or Honors classes teach the 
same difficulty and it is hard on the students if that isn�’t the class you signed up for.  In 
addition to that, there needs to be some more restriction on homework.  Students get too much. 

 I have found that for me personally, the majority of times when I have trouble completing 
homework, it is because of my own lack of time management and I have observed the same for 
most of my peers. 

 Homework from each class is do-able, but if each teacher gives the same amount of homework, 
thinking that it�’s not much, it all adds up we end up having to spend hours on HW. 

 Homework is not usually a problem for me, except when I have lots of ballet! 
 It is necessary for teachers to understand that homework shall provide a positive approach for 

learning, not a negative stress by assigning too much homework. 
 It is impossible for a teenager to complete all the homework AND be involved in 

extracurricular activities AND have any time for other fun activities.  Anyone who does usually 
has to stay up really late or sacrifice getting as good a grade as they can. 

 I go to bet at 1:00 and get up at 6:00 because of homework.  Teens should have 9 hours of sleep 
a night.  Also, I own 4 horses who need to get out every day.  Because of homework, only one 
gets out. 

 Cookies to (teacher name omitted) for light HW and relatively easy grading and due dates.  
(Another teacher) has terrible anarchistic dictatorship of hw every night as if we are mindless 
drones living to do Trig. 

 While I view homework as a legitimate concern, to me the problem arises within the class.  
Teachers often give unclear instructions or do not thoroughly teach the material.  Furthermore, 
the aim of homework is to teach, and busy work does not achieve that good.  Homework policy 
thus does not need its own separate sphere, but needs to be fully integrated into the way classes 
are taught.  Also, to be honest, what keeps many students from completing their homework (or 
at least at an early hour) is procrastination and poor work ethic.  Consider teaching those, even 
to students considered highly unmotivated.   

 Classes vary weekly in terms of amount given, depending on the day and whether there is a test 
coming up.  I tend to just spend more time working on whatever class has a test coming up. 

 I think the district should emphasize less on taking a wide-range of AP classes and AP classes 
only and encourage students to take AP classes in subjects that they are interested in. 

 Homework usually isn�’t a problem unless I have tests or projects.  Teachers sometimes tend to 
give tests around the same time because of quarters. 

 As a competitive athlete in both swimming and water polo, I find it difficult to balance 
athletics, homework and free time.  On average, I have less than 1 hour of free time a week and 
I am always busy on weekends. 

 Parents and siblings usually lack knowledge to help. 
 I collaborate with classmates for BC homework every day.  The homework usually takes me 

21/2 hours to do at home and I still have unanswered questions by the time I get to class. 
 I need to sleep at least 8 hours a night. 
 Homework is not a problem because I have learned to use my time efficiently.  I play in jazz 

band, volleyball and have lots of AP classes, but I can manage because the teachers are 
reasonable. 

 I have never taken any AP/Honors classes until this year.  Homework can be overwhelming for 
me (particularly in History.)  I never have the time to enjoy my weekend, plus I study SATs 
roughly an hour a day. 

 I play violin with the DHS symphony and I am a member of the Cross-Country team.  I am up 
late most nights doing homework and I rarely have time to spend with friends or family.  For 
some classes the homework I have is just busy-work, but it still takes a long time.  I would 
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appreciate it if teachers would be more aware of the fact that theirs is not our only class and 
assign homework with that in mind. 

 Homework is just so time consuming, I take longer than other people.  Also just because there 
is so much I just try to get it done without really worrying if it is right or accurate.  Homework 
just takes away from my life and I feel if I miss one day of school I am already a week behind. 

 Homework takes up way too much time, and it is not always helpful in learning the subject 
either.  Many times teachers give an assignment the night before a test, but by the time I�’m 
finished with the assignment, there is no time to study.  I used to read books all the time on my 
own, but have not had enough time to start a sing one since the school year started.  I also don�’t 
have enough time to be with friends and other activities.  

 Homework is a problem to me every night because I play two sports.  I ride my bike home and 
get there around 6:30 and by the time I�’m finished with my nightly routine (shower, eat, etc.) it 
is around 8:00 and I stay up until 11:30  doing homework.  I�’m struggling in Physics and don�’t 
have enough money for a tutor.  I think the HW load needs to be lighter. 

 It would be greatly appreciated if the homework load in high school was lessened so we had 
more time for leisure activities, like reading books not assigned by teachers. 

 Completing homework isn�’t a problem for me primarily because of #9-19 but because I need to 
sleep.  The perceived importance of homework (perceived by teachers) has overridden the need 
to sleep enough, supported by screens, caffeine, and other substances/devices that overcome 
sleep.  Also, I have had many classes in which homework was necessary to learn the material 
and many classes in which homework was unnecessary , which has led me to believe that 
teachers can come up with creative ways to avoid or reduce homework.  

 I am really interested in dance, and have a shot at it if I had more time.  Often I can�’t go to class 
because of homework, and I can�’t commit as fully and pursue certain things because of school 
and homework.  I�’d like to do independent study, but it doesn�’t offer honors and AP so it�’d 
decrease my college chances.  I think we should get DSIS to offer honors and AP. 

 I would like to see less homework but still hold students accountable on tests.  More like a 
college situation have test be something like 90-100% of your grade.  I often find myself doing 
2 hours of homework just so I can study 1 hour after, even though I learn 90% of the 
knowledge from the 1 hour of studying. 

 The general homework load isn�’t too much, because only a couple courses give daily 
homework such as math.  However, when all the other courses give you homework, the 
homework can add up and be hard to complete. 

 My main issue is just getting sleep.  Having mandatory school, sports and homework I average 
a low 6 ½ hours of sleep a night, thus I am consistently tired throughout the week, which 
affects my ability to focus in school and perform well in sports.  Even on weekends when I try 
to catch up on sleep, I have to wake early for volunteering hours. 

 Challenging classes require hw, especially math, otherwise the material would not be learned.  
However, busy work is unappreciated.  I have swim practice 9 times a week for 2 ½ hours each 
practice.  However, because of hw, I realistically can only go 4-6 times a week.  I have too 
much hw, I have to drop swimming, piano, and violin before school. 

 The problem is my homework is usually either too hard or too easy.  It�’s either busy work, 
where we repeat what we learned in class over and over, way too many times.  That does not 
help.   It teaches us to hate that activity.  If it is too hard we don�’t understand it.  Either way, 
it�’s not helping. 

 Last year, when I was up at midnight doing homework, my father frequently wondered if I had 
poor time management skills or if I was the only one working at that hour.  I made a quick post 
on Facebook at 12:30 am asking who else was still doing HW to prove a point to my father.  
Over 50 people said yes, they were.  I find it highly ironic and rather insulting when teachers 
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talk about how teens need more sleep than the average person.  When I�’m horribly sleep 
deprived, to the point of sickness, and I know my education is not benefiting, am I the only one 
who sees this?  HW can be beneficial, but when the amount of hw assigned is causing untold 
stress on the emotional, mental and physical state of the student�…perhaps it�’s time to chill out 
on the work load.  I�’d love to be a kid while I still have the chance. 

 My only strong thought is how the general perception of homework among students is rather 
negative.  All the time, I hear people complaining about their grades.  Just this year, I heard two 
people argue that the purpose of school is to get a good grade so that it is possible to go to 
college.  I see people lacking sleep, stressing themselves out, just to get a good grade.  This 
defeats the purpose of learning anything.  This only breeds a group of people who care a lot 
about how well they do in something, but very little in what they are actually doing.  My sister 
is like this and this is depressing. 

 I�’m an extra-curricular person; I dance 8 hours a week, and participate in orchestra activities 
outside of school.  School is very important to me, but so are these activities.  My work load 
this year has been a lot. 

 Teachers don�’t follow district policies and manipulate/exploit loop holes to assign more work 
than is allowed. 

 Homework can be a major problem with application to musical performance and practice. 
 I really don�’t like having homework over the weekend.  I believe that we have so much during 

the week, that we should at least get two day off from homework due Monday. 
 Poor wording on questions 7 and 21, by saying HW is a �“nightly problem�” it makes it seem 

hard, when in fact it�’s just something I have to do every night, not hard.  �“Not a problem�” 
seems like I never have to do anything when it�’s just not hard. 

 Science teacher HW policy is the best.  For conceptual classes, HW can be quite tedious and 
useless. 

 Science teacher has the best policy: HW was completely optional; you only did what was 
useful to your learning. 

 I have a job that takes my nights on weekends and some weekdays.  I have responsibilities at 
home such as chores and occasionally make dinner.  On top of that I play soccer for DHS and 
DYSL with practice every day and occasionally games on the weekend.   With all this, I try to 
maintain a 4.0 GPA.  My point, there are other things in life other than school and HW that are 
important.  I have average 4 hours a night on HW. 

 More homework leads to less understanding time as people are more focused on completing it 
before due date than fully understanding the concept. 

 Homework should be very little.  School should be at school and for little times outside of 
school�…personally. 

 There�’s just a lot when you put all the classes hw together. 
 The problem with homework is not its difficulty, but its amount of problems.  For juniors 

preparing for SAT it�’s hard to find time for relaxation. 
 HW depends on how classes coincide. 
 Some HW is good.  There is too much.  It�’s taking away sleep, and every teacher thinks that 

their class is the most important.  Number 9 applies a lot. 
 Lower the amount or people won�’t do it. 
 Particularly for AP classes, hard tests should be 100% of the grade.  They tell teachers 

everything they need to know about what students know.  While AP homework bogs down 
time that AP students have, especially when they have time consuming extracurricular 
internships, etc.  HW should be entirely optional-students should decide for themselves whether 
they need it, so that they don�’t waste their time practicing things they know.  This is the 
situation in (a science class) and it works nicely.  If you understand the material, it�’s entirely 
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plausible to get 100% in that class without doing any of the homework, which gives the 
students more fee time. 

 I only have homework problems because of teachers that don�’t explain how to do it, not 
because the material is too hard. 

 Part of the problem for completing homework assignments is because the teachers don�’t always 
explain them.  Also, if it weren�’t for how much homework I get, I would be on a sports team. 

 HATE homework, love English 
 Homework isn�’t always a problem, but when I get a lot, I get A LOT!! 
 The problem with homework is it burns up all of the 2 ½ hours of time I have at night and burs 

up almost all of my time on the weekends. 
 No problem get with homework excess.  Perhaps around the end of semesters with finals or 

midterms, teachers can plan together to eliminate having too many tests or projects on the same 
day. 

 Teachers need to follow the no homework over the weekend policy 
 I don�’t do sports because I have too much homework. 
 Homework should be less standardized and more worldly. 
 Too much homework. 
 I do not get time to sleep. 
 I don�’t get too much sleep with having to do homework and other extra-curricular activity. 
 Math always assigns too many problems of the same type �“busy work�” 
 Too much homework!  Please give us less!  We need more time at home for non-study time! 
 I think that there is way too much homework.  It takes a lot of time to do.  It usually takes me, 

if not more, 4-5 hours a night to get all I have done.  I do my best and try very hard to do my 
best.  I wish I had more time, so I could relax and spend time with my family and friends.  I 
also work on the weekends trying to complete all that I have. 

 We�’re still teens and in high school.  These are the years when we really have fun and meet 
new people and join sports and stuff.  And by all this homework, we really don�’t have time to 
have fun.  We got all our college years ahead of us to study and really get down to work. 

 From my experience, it seems that all the teachers believe they are the only one, so there is a lot 
of homework to do every night. 

 I know that to get ready for college this HW is necessary.  Big projects I like to get done over 
the weekend, which means no free time over the weekend! 

 Singular homework assignments for one class can be fairly manageable, but combining 
multiple other classes into that mix is way too much of a workload for one person in one night.  
Even with the help of a tutor, there is still way too much homework to handle.  Kids need a life 
outside of school, no matter what it is.  A way to escape from the stress of school life.  If we 
cannot get away because of homework takes up so much of our time, then the stress will build 
and build and could lead to something bad happening.  I know several people that have 
considered committing suicide because of all the stress in their lives.  Both from regular life 
stress and because of school stress. 

 If your teacher asked you to do about 15 pages of bookwork and 3 projects in the time of a 
week and a half, don�’t you think that would roll along the lines of �“too much homework�”? 

 Adding already with SAT pressures over college essays and applications homework is 
completely overwhelming our lives. 

 Too much homework.  Not enough hours in a day! 
 School is where we learn and I understand homework is good for practice but when we have so 

much it�’s all we do and it�’s like we have school all the time at home. 
 Teachers should have some thought about our lives (i.e. college apps, SATS, etc.) 
 Need better teaching strategies in math. 
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 Homework should be voluntary.  That would teach people that to a large degree, they need to 
do it in order to understand the class.  And if they don�’t need it, the wouldn�’t waste their time.  
This works well in my Science class. 

 I have lots of out-of-school musical groups in which I perform, and as music is going to be my 
focus as my career, I feel like the HW load often conflicts with my ability to pursue my musical 
ambitions. 

 It�’s not so much that I have too much homework.  The problem is that it�’s all given and due on 
the same days.  So there are some days with nothing and other days with essays and 
assignments at the same time. 

 Sometimes I stay up till 2 in the morning, but I feel it is training for college so I don�’t mind. 
 I always can complete homework but it takes a lot of time and sometimes is hard. 
 Don�’t like homework, but it�’s not a problem 
 Less HW over weekends due Monday. 
 I feel as if my teachers are unaware of the homework policy and do not take it into 

consideration when assigning HW. 
 I feel like teachers don�’t understand that we have lives outside of school.  They need to realize 

that an hour of homework per class is not reasonable, especially when, like me, students have 
jobs. 

 I don�’t think Homework (most kinds) helps anyone. 
 If more time were given (every other night) I could meet demands and learn better. 
 The homework does not aid in the learning process.  It is simply a mindless repetition of 

exercised intended to drill the material in on a shallow level.  It is busy work that is a hassle to 
do and eats away valuable time.  Not only should volume be reduced, but quality must be 
improved. 

 I would like time to relax.  Homework keeps me from this. 
 The one thing I know is that, I thought I knew, is that there is not to be homework over the 

weekend.  My weekends are filled with sports and homework, just as my weeks, leaving no 
time for anything else.  Sports are a side thing, I know, but can�’t they also help you get in to 
school�—college/university. 

 More accommodations should be made for college application time. 
 One teacher gives homework on Fridays that is due on Mondays. 
 (Class omitted) grades WAY too hard. 
 Singing/drawing should not be in (Foreign Language) 3 curriculum 
 Don�’t get enough sleep. 
 Less homework on weekends please. 
 Homework takes a long time for �“busy work�” but I would always try my hardest to finish 

everything. 
 I feel like social activities are constantly put aside because of homework.  I work hard and still 

go to be late, and I like getting as much sleep as possible.  However, much of the homework is 
helpful. 

 I am not a slacker and the only class that is unbearable is my only non honors/AP class  
 I usually don�’t start HW until 7:00 pm because of sports which leaves little time for myself.  

There should be either less homework or less time doing sports (shorter practices.) 
 I constantly have HW that is assigned on Friday and due Monday.  It�’s frustrating.  Some 

nights are fine, other times all the teachers assign HW at the same time. 
 I probably have 5 hours or more each night.  I come home and work until bed time.  Any 

activity in between makes me stay up late.  Going to bed at midnight is a normal thing for me. 
 What is the current DJUSD Homework policy??? 
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 I heard of a rule banning homework assigned on Friday to be due Monday, but many teachers 
don�’t follow this. 

 I actually had to drop a class (a foreign language) because: (1) I had too much other homework 
and (2) the teacher has NO IDEA how to teach (that foreign language). 

 Teachers should be more aware of the time it takes to complete homework or certain tasks.  
They should also be aware of balances between projects and nightly assignments. 

 I spend way too much time doing HW that I can�’t ever go to sleep before 1 am. 
 Homework should not be graded. 
 Average of 6-7 hours a night.  Very discouraging and no sleep.  Homework over the weekends. 
 Although homework is NOT to be give out on weekends, I still find myself doing a lot over the 

weekend�—Enforce RULE! 
 What is this homework policy you speak of? 
 (Math course specified) = Win!  (Science course specified = Awesome! (2 teacher names= 

best) 
 I don�’t have enough time for sports which is very important to me. 
 The �“regular�” (not AP/Honors) classes I�’m taking could probably use more homework, but the 

AP classes homework is WAY too much. 
 Too much homework!  Not enough communication between teachers of different subjects. 
 The biggest problem is homework all piling up on the same weeks (3 tests and a paper, etc.) 

especially while trying to do college apps. 
 
 
Junior High Student Survey Comments 

 
In many classes, teachers overlook the �“no HW assigned on Friday that�’s due Monday�” policy. It�’s 
preferred the weekend be HW-free because we students need to take our minds off of constantly 
thinking. Because of too much HW, I�’m not able to continue practicing my hobbies! These are my 
stress-relief activities. In math, the topic isn�’t gone over or explained well enough. Therfore, I spend 
more time teaching myself instead of doing the HW, and sometimes I still don�’t understand it and 
leave problems blank/incomplete. 
 
I need more homework. I get too much time left at home to do nothing. 
 
Can you make it so I have less homework? I like to hang out with friends rather than do something I 
already did in class. 
 
Friday should be late start. 
 
I do not enjoy homework, but when I get it done it feels great, and I feel like I have accomplished. 
 
I think we shouldn�’t get homework every night because families need time to spend together, and we 
have plans and practices. 
 
I never get a chance to relax and homework causes stress. I�’m not going to say there shouldn�’t be HW, 
but a little less would definitely help. 
 
Tutors make me feel stupid. I want 10 minutes of my day to relax. I�’m just trying to earn and save 
money for a good college. 
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Most of the time, I have so much homework that there is not enough time to hang with friends. 
 
The policy or new policy should be enforced. People are getting really stressed over the amount of 
homework received. It is making family time/life at home chaotic and there isn�’t enough time for 
spending time with your family. 
 
Never any time to relax. 
 
Homework is not really too hard. There�’s just so much of it. 
 
Teachers never give enough time for big projects and don�’t realize that we enjoy other things besides 
school work. 
 
Homework puts quite a lot of stress on me because I do extracurricular school activities as well as 
dance lessons 5 times a week. 
 
I feel that the homework is usually hard and that we need help on spelling. Also, we get a lot of 
projects. 
 
Don�’t do other activities because of homework. 
 
Tell Obama NOT to extend school!!! 
 
Way too much homework. It shouldn�’t be assigned on weekends. 
 
Homework should be more balanced with interesting class work. Teachers should have limits to how 
much work is assigned. 
 
No individual class gives too much homework, but the combined total is too much. I play sports and 
spend 3-6 hours on homework each night. 
 
Sometimes HW is too difficult and sometimes there is too much.  
 
Homework is inconsistent. Amount varies greatly night by night. 
 
It�’s not like there�’s too much homework, but it�’s clumped. Some nights I have no homework, 
sometimes I get a load. 
 
The twenty minute rule is not ideal. 
 
There should be no homework due on Mondays (over the weekend.) 
 
I think the problem is that people can help, but I feel too rushed to stop and ask for help because that 
takes up time for HW. 
 
Assigning HW on weekends isn�’t fair. We should have the weekend as a time to relax; not stress on 
HW. 
 
Too much homework on Monday night.  
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The problem that occurs most often is when too many assignments are assigned on the same day. 
 
Teachers should not give an automatic zero for a late assignment because sometimes we have technical 
difficulties, busy schedules, and other homework; and we are prone to forget. 
 
There is too much homework and I never get time to go outside or have fun. 
 
No comments except homework sucks. 
 
I think we should have at most, 30 minutes of homework per class. 
My science teacher never gives us due dates. 
 
Sometimes there is too much homework, but other times I don�’t have any. 
 
When I ask for help in Math and English, they make it more confusing. 
 
I think school should be a little longer so you have time to do your HW. I feel that we have too much 
and it is difficult for me because I have lacrosse and a paper route.  
 
Only time for tutors would be 9 p.m. or later because of sports 7 days a week. 
 
 I just don�’t have enough time, and when I do, I don�’t understand the homework. 
 
Usually a teacher gives much more homework than 20 minutes for the subject. 
 
Barely any teacher follows the homework policy. 
 
Sometimes I don�’t have enough time to do all my homework because of crew. We should have less. 
 
Sometimes we have 10-20 pages of homework due one day. Teachers need to collaborate. 
 
My math teacher this year and last assigned HW over the weekend, which I think is unreasonable.  
 
Homework takes too long. 
 
Homework is hard because teachers can be bad at explaining. 
 
Homework is sometimes hard because some teachers are hard to approach and don�’t explain things 
well. 
 
Science teacher does not give due dates for projects until about 2 days before she wants it done. Plus, 
most play sports and instruments.  
 
I think that my homework amount is good because it does teach me. We get HW in math every day, 
even Friday which is against the HW policy. 
 
The survey was a giant waste of time. 
 
The survey was pointless. 
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We go to school all day long, every week. It�’s ridiculous we have to do more at home. We need a life 
too. 
 
Homework is mind-numbingly boring. 
 
We get math homework every Friday and is due on Monday. It takes me way too long to finish, and I 
never have time to myself. 
 
We go to school all week, all day. We need to not set huge amounts of HW. 
 
I play sports for 2 hours every day and need to fit in family time and eating. Homework can be 
challenging and results in no sleep every night. 
 
Homework makes it hard for me to be able to do anything else except homework. I thought childhood 
was a time of fun, but at Jr. High it�’s more like homework 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 
Homework is okay, but it just builds and gets in the way. Not everyone plays sports or does the arts, 
but it interferes with social time and quality time with family. 
 
This survey is a waste of time. 
 
I don�’t have any help with Spanish and I am in my 2nd year. My family doesn�’t have enough money for 
a tutor. 
 
The amount of homework received often makes my sister and me stay up until 2 a.m. or later every 
night. 
 
Because of the amount of homework, I�’ve been going to bed every night very late and it�’s starting to 
affect my health. I go to bed at 11:30-12. I am always tired. 
 
Always hate math over the weekend. 
 
The amount of math HW given should be cut down by 20%, or time given to do it should be longer. 
No time to relax. Always have to stay up late to finish. 
 
I�’m usually doing 2-3 hours of homework each night and then there�’s no time to just relax. By the time 
I finish, I have to go to bed. Homework over the weekend also sucks. 
 
In general, some teachers test on topics we have not yet learned, and some think if scores are a B and 
below, curriculum is too easy. 
 
Too much HW! It�’s really unfair and difficult. 
 
I hate homework. 
 
I�’d like to add that anywhere I put that I have trouble finishing HW doesn�’t mean I don�’t. It just means 
I have to stay up late to do it. 
 
I�’d like teachers to be more lenient with making up HW when you have been absent. 
 



83 

I think I have time to do homework, however I don�’t get it down or do a bad job because of after 
school activities and my night class at S.S.C. I think we get more work down in school, and less at 
home. 
 
Way too much homework! It�’s stressful! 
 
Less homework. 
 
Math class gives HW over weekend, due on Monday, every week! 
 
The only problem for me is procrastination and distraction at home. 
 
Less HW would be great because I play sports five days a week. 
 
School is where we go to learn. The other half of the day is for sports, performances, play, etc. I think 
it�’s pointless and extremely stressful that we are done with school, but have to go home and do more 
work there. 
 
There should be less of it in ALL classes. 
 
What�’s the point of going home if you have to do homework? 
 
There is too much homework. Ii spend an hour a night on math alone. English and social studies take 
30 minutes each and I also have 2 hour football practice every day. 
 
I think that for large projects and such, we should have at least a 1 day grace period. 
 
We need more chill time! 
 
Math teachers find ways around homework on the weekend. 
 
Way too much useless busywork in some classes. 
 
Cornell notes take hours to complete and rarely help on tests. There is almost always math homework 
on weekends. 
 
There is a lot of HW some nights. I do a lot of spots in the fall, so I hope it will get better. There is 
math HW on the weekends. 
 
I have math homework assigned over the weekend. Is this supposed to happen? 
 
When big projects are assigned, I have to do homework for a long time because daily assignments are 
still given. 
 
A little more homework would be ok. 
 
They should give less math HW. 
 
I don�’t get home too late, and still I don�’t go to bed until late. 
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If you think we do not do other activities, keep giving the amount of HW. If you want us to do other 
activities and have more free time, give us less HW. My schedule: Wake up, go 2 school, come home, 
HW, soccer, HW, go to bed. 
 
I would say there is generally too much HW. I wanted to join a swim team this year but didn�’t because 
I knew there wouldn�’t be enough time to do my HW. Sometimes HW cuts into my weekend : (. And 
sometimes I stay up to late and wake up stressed and exhausted the next morning. 
 
I have too much math HW. No time to chill or rest. Math is 75% of my HW. If we can do 5 math 
problems correctly, we can do 30 correctly. 
 
I think that teachers should not assign a lot of homework. 
 
Homework here is way too much. It wouldn�’t be if I didn�’t do anything but HW. But if you want to 
relax at all or do sports or music, you have to stay up late and do it. It should be cut down. Math takes 
up A LOT of time. 
 
I feel teachers don�’t realize that other teachers also give a lot of HW. 
 
Too much HW. 
 
Homework policy is not respected by most teachers. I have heard 20 minutes a night from each class, 
but I usually get more. 
 
My math teacher uses loopholes to assign homework on weekends. 
 
Too many projects and required reading. There is no time to play or hang with friends. 
 
Nobody told me about our homework policy. 
 
Nobody told me about the DJUSD homework policy!!! 
 
Sometimes teachers assign too much and then grade too heavily. 
 
Sometimes teachers will assign HW on Friday due on Tuesday, but will also assign HW on Monday 
due Tuesday. This irks me. 
 
Most of the homework is just busywork and I am not learning anything from it, it only takes up time. I 
have to stay up really late every night because I have dance every night and have to spend over two 
hours on homework.  
 
On average, I have about an hour or so in the evening that is free to do anything I want. We should 
have more time than this to spend with friends and family, and to do other activities. 
 
No family responsibilities because my parents feel I already don�’t have enough free time. Many 
nights/week I am up late. I have band and soccer, then am tired the next day. 
 
Generally HW amount is good. I have no problems with it. 
 
I have too much homework on the weekends. 
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There is WAY too much! 
 
My science teacher doesn�’t explain it. 
 
My science teacher tends to give unnecessary HW. 
 
We spend enough time at school already. Homework shouldn�’t dominate our lives. Us kids should 
have time to do extracurricular activities and spend time with our friends and families. 
 
I don�’t have any time to do anything I want after school. I usually sleep at 10. Sometimes I�’m up till 11 
or 12, or even in the morning doing homework. 
 
Most teachers don�’t bother actually listening to us. 
 
Science takes too long. Pointless work. Creative synthesis waste my time! I�’m in 8 grade science gate 
and a lot of the homework is just work. Does NOT help me out! 
 
All of my teachers assign too much HW. 
 
There is always too much math and science HW. They don�’t understand we have other classes too. 
 
Homework is even harder to complete on days prior to tests/quizzes. The teachers should have to 
spread out the days on which they can give a test/quiz because almost all the teachers give their exams 
on Friday which creates problems on Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
Homework is a waste of time. 
 
Teachers still give HW over the weekend. 
 
It often seems like teachers don�’t factor in that other teaches also give homework. 
 
Too many projects! While they are good for work ethic and planning, they don�’t help you learn a lot. 
Reading is tested to be the number one thing for school success. Instead of projects, why don�’t we read 
a book about a topic and write a 1-2 page summary? 
 
Teachers often give lots of extra weekend homework under the guise of �“unfinished class work�” when 
little class time is given. 
  
Teachers don�’t seem to realize that other teachers give homework also. 
 
Teachers don�’t communicate. 
 
There�’s a DJUSD homework policy? 
 
On average, there are times where I struggle to finish homework and more times when I can finish. 
 
Sports sometimes shortens the time I get for HW, but I can still complete it. 
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I think that homework is necessary in some classes, such a math, where it reinforces what you learned 
that day in class. I also think that most people would have less of a problem with homework if they 
actually started projects on time and didn�’t just cram the night before a test. 
 
Sometimes teachers give us homework on Thursday so that it can be assigned over the weekend. 
Others often give too much homework and not enough time to do it. 
 
A lot of teachers act like their class is the one that is most important and give out so much work that it 
takes away time from other homework. Then work time multiplies and makes people really tired and 
stay up way too late. 
 
I understand the need for homework, but sometimes I feel there is too much. On days that I have a 
basketball practice, I usually go to bed around 11:30. I also play the trumpet, but I almost never have 
time to play because of homework. 
 
Homework is very stressful for me, including tests. Every night I spend up to 4 or 5 hours on 
homework and tests, which means I don�’t have any free time for myself. I wish I had less homework 
so I could do things that I want to do, like hobbies. 
 
7 hours at school 5 days a week is a lot of school. Then on top of that, we have 1-1:30 hours of HW. 
Kids don�’t have time to be kids anymore. 
 
Most teachers don�’t realize students have a life outside of school. We have other commitments! 
 
Less tests would be nice. Homework is good, but I think if we had 30-45 minutes of HW each night, it 
would really help. 
 
I feel like a lot of students have too much stress about grades and extracurricular to also have time to 
goof of and have fun. 
 
With over 3 hours of sports a day, and dinner with my family, and homework, I have no free time 
during the week. 
 
I get home at 4:00 and finish HW at roughly 7:00. I then have to study. I�’m worried that if we do that 
huge 9th grade end-of-the-year thing that I couldn�’t finish it on time with a good job done. 
 
I think a lot of the HW in some classes could be given more time to complete in class. I think it 
definitely makes sense that math takes a lot of time because it needs a lot of practice. 
 
I thought that no HW was allowed over the weekend. My math teacher plans over this rule. 
 
Alone, the HW takes only a little time, but all the periods together turns out to be a lot. It is preparing 
us for high school and college though. 
 
I think that we need less homework. Teachers are saying that for each class, it should be no more than 
30 minutes. But personally I get way more than that. Kids need time in their lives to be able to relax. 
They shouldn�’t always have to be worrying about school, or school-related things. 
 
I think we should have more time for extra activities, not homework because we already spend ALL 
day at school. : (. Homework makes us stressed out and doesn�’t give us time to be kids! 
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Homework is attempting to take over the world. 
 
Homework is evil, but studying is worse. 
 
Too much busywork. Most homework is time consuming and pointless. I HATE and fear homework, 
almost as much as suffering till death. 
 
Too much HW. Give us less. I need a break after school. 
 
Teachers do not understand that many kids have a lot of after school activities and it is difficult to do 
homework with the activities. 
 
Teachers should not assign HW on weekends. If they do they should make it due Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 
 
Too much time consuming easy homework. Pointless homework. I have no life due to homework. I 
believe we should have study hall. 
 
Too much easy homework with no point. Would do with less, but harder homework. 
 
Lots of kids baby-sit and can�’t usually finish HW. 
 
My mom lives in another city 6 hours away and is going to school there. My dad can�’t really help me 
with my HW. 
 
Need more class time for HW and class projects. Also, less time spent would be better. 
 
I think that the HW is okay and helps me study for tests. 
 
Sometimes we don�’t get any credit, even for trying. Also, English HW should not be so time-
consuming. More clear-cut. 
 
I think the district should encourage communication among teachers so that big projects and tests can 
be scheduled in way that don�’t conflict. 
 
I think that the district doesn�’t assign too much homework. They should just give us more time to do it. 
 
I think that HW should be reduced because I spend too much time on HW and none with my family. I 
sleep really late which effects the next day. 
 
The main problem with HW is that no one teacher is at fault, but together, they add up to a big 
problem. If seven teachers assign an easy assignment, that adds up to a big problem for students. Also, 
text books are a pain to carry around. 
 
It�’s hard to find time to do other activities when you are spending most of your day doing  home or 
school work. 
 
Just too much homework in general. I have no time to myself and am ALWAYS tired! 
 



88 

Too much easy homework. No point in completing. Not enough spare time! No life!!! 
 
I don�’t think there should be HW. 
 
Occasionally, there is a certain time in a month where almost all classes give a lot of HW, so some 
days aren�’t that hard. But sometimes I can�’t even get enough sleep doing all the HW. : ( 
 
Too many of the same types of problems in math assignments. 
 
Homework of any kind, whether class work not done, should NOT be done over the weekend. AKA 
nothing due on Monday unless it�’s a project with previous amount of time. 
 
Half the time students don�’t even get answers correct, if all the teacher does is make them as wrong 
and not go over the HW assignment. It doesn�’t teach us anything. 
 
I think we shouldn�’t have a lot of homework because �“school�” activities get in the way every day. 
Studies show that you need 9 hours of sleep. With all this homework, kids are usually getting close to 
4-6 hours of sleep. That�’s terrible.  
 
I do maybe 5 hours of HW per night at least. I don�’t understand why we need so much. It�’s ridiculous. 
 
Most teachers just say you are making excuses if you have a hard time finishing homework. 
 
Homework is a pain to do. 
 
Stop giving us homework. 
 
There should be less homework because when school is over, the learning still doesn�’t stop. 
 
I think our music teachers should be able to assign more practice minutes. 
 
The homework is easy but there is too much on one school night. 
 
I want more time so I can be involved in other activities instead of homework. 
 
Too much HW! 
 
Teacher assigns too much with little instructions. 
 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays I get home late and don�’t have much time to do HW. 
 
Could have more play time, but now is barely reasonable. 
 
I like homework but there is a bit too much math HW. 
 
This survey is useless and a waste of my time�… 
 
I barely have any time to myself each day. It�’s from 8:30-9:00. I have sports, band lessons every day 
with homework. Sometimes it�’s too much. 
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Math and English are way too much. English teacher gives assignments that aren�’t explained in class. 
 
Less HW. Not enough time daily! 
 
In English, if we got just one sheet, this wouldn�’t be a big problem. 
 
Homework isn�’t a problem, but I still think I get a little too much. 
 
I feel like the amount of HW is a little much, but the curriculum is way too easy. It�’s like teaching how 
to manage a volume of easy, long-taking homework rather than fun, challenging-med. amount of HW. 
 
Math HW is an OBSCENE amount. I have always done well in school, and have always been strong, 
especially math and English. This year, I am not doing very well in all my subjects (GATE) because I 
have a ridiculously large amount of math HW. I am growing apart from my family. Davis has an 
obscene amount of homework and stress. Family matters more. 
 
English homework is often too much and overwhelming. 
 
I think we should get a tiny bit of HW from each class instead of getting a lot on one day, then none on 
the other day. 
 
Sometimes we get none one day, and a lot the next, so try to balance them out. 
 
No more Cornell notes. 
 
No HW over weekends at all. No more Cornell notes. Less school hours! No detention. 
 
Usually, I don�’t have any problems with doing my HW, but teachers can give lots of HW at times. My 
friends and I usually stay up at night to finish. 
 
Sometimes I feel that my HW isn�’t explained/taught enough in class. 
 
The new math book is really hard to understand. I really do not like it (Algebra). 
 
Why do some teachers still give HW on weekends? 
 
Cut down a little bit of the HW, please. Thank you. 
 
HW is sometimes hard or too much. There isn�’t any time to hang out with friends and family. 
 
Isn�’t 7 hours of school enough? : ( 
Most teachers aren�’t aware of what other teachers are assigning. So sometimes you�’ll have a half hour 
of homework for 5 periods�—2.5 hours of homework. I wish they would communicate more. 
 
 
Some teachers are kind and only mark off a few points, but my English teacher doesn�’t even count it at 
all. : (  
 
I think homework is not really necessary and takes up too much of my time. I have trouble with 
homework when I�’m playing a sport. 



90 

 
English and algebra are challenging 2 me and take up a lot of time. On a regular basis, I don�’t do my 
HW because of sports and other things. 
 
English has way too much homework. You don�’t get a very good explanation how to do it either. 
 
Even if we could physically find the time to complete all of the many assignments we get, it is 
exhausting and it would be nice to have some more time to just enjoy being a kid. Some assignments 
are necessary to spend time on outside of class. But others could be worked on in class. 
 
I think that some teachers just assign too much homework. They give over the weekend.  
 
Homework is generally fine. Although sometimes I don�’t have enough time. It�’s not about the 
difficulty, but mainly just time consuming, and after babysitting my little sister every day, and 
babysitting another child sometimes, I run out of time. 
 
It�’s good to have a fair amount of HW, but a lot of the time we have way too much. 
 
Only sometimes I have help, but on a lot of things I don�’t. 
 
I think way too much HW is assigned in my humanities class. I am definitely not the only one who has 
complained. 
 
There is too much HW for 1 night every day. Stressful! 
 
I only get to hang out with my friends on Saturday because of homework. 
 
Homework takes up so much of my time that I barely ever practice my instruments on weekdays. 
When I finish all my homework, the time is around 11:30. 
 
If you�’re sick, you still have to make up the work, and that�’s not really something that I would want to 
do if I was sick. 
 
The homework isn�’t too difficult. There is just too much. 
 
I really don�’t think there should be homework�—just class work so that we get it. 
 
I think that we have too much homework on some days, and not others. But if class time is available, 
then homework isn�’t a problem. 
 
I don�’t think you should get homework if you spend half the day at school. 
 
Why do we need to take so many surveys? And some of this is sort of personal. 
 
I think we shouldn�’t have as much HW because we don�’t have time to participate in as many other 
activities. 
 
No more weekend math homework.  
 
The homework isn�’t always based on the tests, particularly in math which is really annoying.  
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No weekend homework. Less English HW. 
 
I feel we do not have enough homework and am worried about college, and I fear I will not be able to 
cope with the work.  
 
Homework should NOT EXIST. 
 
Never have a lot of HW. Maybe like 40 mins max. 
 
There is not a lot of really homework, but a lot of ridiculously time consuming, time wasting 
homework!! 
 
Homework is easy for me, but sometimes challenging. I manage to get it done on time and correctly. 
 
The new CPM-only thing is very hard on me at Emerson because I�’m used to standard math only. 
 
Problems are often caused by projects. Teachers will STILL assign things on Friday due Monday! 
 
Way too much HW.  
 
We already spend 8 hrs at school. Why do we need 2 more hours after? 
 
I have a Spanish project every 2 weeks. 
 
 No more HW. 
 
No HW on weekends even though some teachers do. 
 
I am mostly not able to do the HW because I can�’t fit all the big heavy books in my backpack. It would 
be helpful if textbooks were on CD�’s. 
 
Teachers should explain the HW before just telling us what pages or assignment to do. 
 
Before JH, homework wasn�’t a problem. But every teacher assigns homework almost every night. 
With all the work combined, I spend a lot of time and effort to achieve my grades. There is hardly any 
relaxing time, and on a regular basis, I spend more than (can�’t read the number) hours a night. 
 
 Teachers shouldn�’t be allowed to give tests on Monday and expect you to waste your weekend 
studying for them. Teachers should even out the homework and actually help students. 
 
I think that you assign enough homework. 
 
Please no homework on weekends. Nothing due Monday, and less homework. 
 
This test is sorta pointless. 
 
We have lives, you know. 
 
I have crew 3 times a week and in spring it�’ll be 5 days. Please less HW. 
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Don�’t have enough time to have fun. We should have less homework. We are only supposed to have 
20 minutes of homework per class, but we get way more than that. 
 
Homework is a waste of time. 
 
I think it would be kind if you lowered homework just a bit. 
 
There is no problem with homework. 
 
I sometimes procrastinate. Then I stay up late at night or way too early in the morning finishing my 
homework. But the homework is easy. Sometimes I�’m lazy. 
 
HW is too difficult and the teachers don�’t help. 
 
Basically, when projects are assigned, the HW situation gets WAY more stressful. Sometimes I have to 
stay up until 3 a.m. to complete everything. 
 
Homework amount is fine, but I think there are too many projects. 
 
You should lessen the amount of HW, or change the policies. I go to school all day and then have to sit 
through 2 more hours of it at home. 
 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays I have other activities, so I can�’t work much on those days. Sometimes 
there is a project or a test to study for, and time increases. 
 
Everyday high school sports very intense. 
 
It�’s not that homework is too hard; it�’s that it takes too much time/too much. 
 
I think there are some classes that give too much HW, like Math and English. 
 
Homework is easy if you get ahead on it. 
 
Sometimes I have more HW from one subject and not enough time for other HW, and some of it is 
harder than other but generally it�’s pretty equal for each class. When all the teachers assign HW on the 
same day, it gets overwhelming. 
 
Math homework over the weekend sucks. 
 
Please re-think weekend homework policy. The weekend is the only time when we are free of school, 
so we shouldn�’t have to do any school work. 
 
I don�’t like homework; however I am able to complete it. Late HW should be accepted with reason. 
 
Usually any projects/longer assignments will take up most of my HW time.  
 
No matter how long HW is, kids will always complain or find excuses for not doing work. I think you 
should just disregard the homework policy and let kids deal with it. 
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I don�’t have a tutor but my parents help me a lot. I don�’t have enough relaxation time. 
 
Almost every day, I don�’t get enough sleep because of HW. (about 5-7 hours) 
 
No one likes HW, but it does help. A lot of people just don�’t have time because of sports or extra stuff. 
 
We have too many big projects and nightly HW that makes us stay up very late to complete it all. 
 
I have little trouble having time with HW with theatre and sports. 
 
I have a very low stress level for homework. I have only one sport: ballet. 
 
A lot of my homework is really easy but there is just a lot of it and it is very time consuming. 
 
Too much homework on weekends for me. 
 
I understand that homework is necessary but it is WAY too time consuming. Too much!! 
 
I hate homework and always have way too much and I can�’t complete it and stay up really late trying 
to do it and now I am sleep deprived. 
 
We have too much homework! 
 
Math homework is always the same and no matter what, we have it. 
 
I think that the high school kids should get less homework. 
 
A lot of our HW is busywork, which does not help. 
 
I think HW is too hard. When my dad was in JH, he had no or 10 minutes worth of HW. They need to 
take it easy with HW. 
 
Teachers assign HW Fri due Mon. 
 
I often don�’t have time to complete HW because I am very busy and the HW is hard. We should get 
less HW because I try very hard at school, but not completing HW because of other activities affects 
my grade a ton!!! Thank you. 
 
Classes are too big. Teachers do not have time for individual questions because there are too many 
kids. 
 
Teachers think they�’re the only ones giving HW, so we get lots from every teacher. They expect too 
much. 
 
There is too much HW. But only when we have projects in more than one class. Music has a lot, but I 
love it so I don�’t mind. P.S. I love ALL my teachers : ) 
 
It�’s not an issue of quantity of homework, but one of effective time management and working 
efficiently. 
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Some teachers don�’t give enough info on projects/due dates. 
 
Too much HW! 
 
There is too much HW given and because of outside activities, it is hard to get it done. Also HW is 
difficult and becoming WAY too much. There is barely enough time to relax. 
 
Teachers need to communicate so projects and hard assignments don�’t come on same day. 
 
I think that the homework committee is starting to give elementary students too much homework. 
 
Teachers need to communicate so a test and two projects aren�’t due on the same day. Or just be sure so 
each gets my full attention. 
 
Teachers assign way too much homework! 
 
I don�’t understand the HW because I started to learn English and I don�’t understand very well. 
 
I think it would be ok to have year round school, but then no homework. 
 
I think it really nice that this survey was made. So many people having problems with homework 
wouldn�’t tell they have problems and maybe get happy because teachers will start giving less 
homework. Thank you! 
 
There is too much HW. I�’m running out of chill time and study time! Too much portion of grade 
depends on HW. If I forget one assignment, my letter grade goes down! I say we get an extra day after 
your due date so people wouldn�’t forget!!! (Student also drew picture of sad person wearing shirt�—
�“I�’m just a kid.�”) 
 
Although homework is important, we already spend 7 hours at school. We need more time to hang out 
and learn things that aren�’t offered in school. Social activities are just as important as academic 
activities!! 
 
I think the policy is pretty good. 
 
I think there is too much homework and projects. Some teachers even assign HW on weekends. 
 
Some teachers are awesome! Some aren�’t. 
 
Too many tests and weekend HW. 
 
Teachers sometimes don�’t understand how long it ACTUALLY takes, especially because unlike 
teachers, we don�’t know everything. 
 
Homework kills trees! I have homework on the weekends that is assigned on Fri and due Mon! 
 
Our teacher assigns us homework on weekends. Is that allowed? Can you say the answer on the 
intercom or something?   
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We go to school 8 hours a day. When we finally get home, what do we do? Homework until we go to 
sleep so we can wake up for school the next morning. Fair? No. 
 
In math I feel like we�’ve had lots of tedious homework that�’s easy but takes a long time. I also feel like 
I don�’t need that homework because I already understand the material and just don�’t want to do it. 
Teachers shouldn�’t assign homework just to assign homework. It�’s only for kids who need it. 
 
For me, it�’s the quantity, not the difficulty. I�’ve become overwhelmed and cried. I feel teachers 
sometimes �“cheat�” the �“rules.�” 
 
If you get too much homework, you can be doing it till midnight and then the next day you�’re tired and 
then it takes longer to do your homework at night and then you get to bed even later, and so on and so 
on. Eventually when it comes to the weekend, you haven�’t done any homework. 
 
The homework policy is very organized, but sometimes the homework takes a lot of time because of 
concentration and effort. 
 
Math often takes about 45 min/1.5 hour, although I think it�’s fair. 
 
Homework is usually too much and too hard. Projects are too frequent in some classes. Assignments 
too long. 
 
School is already 7 hours. Why do we need 2 or 3 more hours of work? 
 
I feel like there is too much homework and I dislike it. I�’ve had to miss athletic practices and do not 
have enough time to relax or be with friends. I also don�’t have enough time to be a kid. 
  
I don�’t have enough time to do things children are supposed to do. My life is basically homework. I 
can�’t just go outside. I�’m always in my room working from 4:30-6:30. 
 
Homework expectations not always clear. 
 
We need less HW. It makes me have no time for anything else. 
 
Sometimes there is not enough time because of big projects. 
 
Only sometimes is the HW too much to handle. It�’s just annoying to do HW! 
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B. Parent Comments 
 
Table 1: Summary of comments from parents of students in elementary classes. The total 
number of parents who filled out the district survey is 878. 

Category Number of 
comments 

Percent 

Total number of comments (parents who submitted comment 
with the survey) 

428 100% 

Parents who favor less homework or are concerned about it 
being too much 

171 40% 

Need help with homework (a) 76 18% 

Parents who are content with student’s current homework load 60 14% 

Homework is busy work/ not challenging or engaging (b) 47 11% 

Parents who favor more homework than student currently 
receives 

37 9% 

Homework causing stress to student/family (c) 33 8% 

Concerns regarding upper level elementary or secondary (d) 30 7% 

Homework over the weekends or holidays (e) 27 6% 

Projects (f) 19 4% 

Inconsistency between teachers (g) 18 4% 

Sleep concerns (late nights doing homework/not enough sleep) 13 3% 

Lack of teacher coordination (h) 11 3% 

Gate Issues (i) 10 2% 

HW completed, but no time for other activities (j) 9 2% 

Three or more hours of homework (k) 6 1% 

Punitive aspects/homework piling up after illness (l) 5 1% 

Enforcement of district policy 4 1% 
 
 
 
 
 

 



97 

(a): This covered a wide range of concerns; primarily with students not being able to do homework without parents�’ help 
(in many cases parents commented that they did not know/understand what needed to be done. i.e. homework �“too 
difficult�” not explained properly; not enough �“scaffolding�” as one parent put it). In a few cases parents asked for an 
extended day in school so students can get all work done in school, while others suggested homework clubs after school 
modeled after the Bridge program. There were also several parents with children who work slowly (or have reading/writing 
issues) where homework takes longer than probably intended (even when it is a reasonable amount), causing stress for child 
and family. A few parents also have children with ADHD who require medication to go through the school day, so that 
homework after school (after medication has worn off) becomes a big struggle. A couple of parents pointed out that 
because homework in elementary level requires so much parent involvement/help, it does not accomplish its intended 
outcome of teaching kids responsibility and independence; furthermore, kids who don�’t get such help from home would 
feel discouraged/disadvantaged. 
(b): Parents comments on homework being busy work, �“mind numbing�”, not differentiated based on student�’s needs, or 
assigned for the sake of assigning homework, or to get used to deadlines.    
(c): Parents feeling a lot of stress related to homework especially because of the need for parent help/involvement in 
homework in elementary level. Comments about homework taking up all evening (particularly difficult for working 
families who have very limited time to spend with their kids in the evening; wanting quality time with their children). 
Struggles over getting work done dominating family time. 
(d): Parents concerned about the increase in homework load in the upper classes (both elementary and later in secondary 
school). 
(e): Comments regarding homework over the weekends were mixed. While some parents prefer no homework over the 
weekends, others like the �“packet�” of homework assigned a week in advance, allowing the family to work on the homework 
over the weekend, rather than stress over it during their busy week days.  
(f): Issues raised regarding projects ranged from too much time needed for completion; need for parental help; instructions 
not clear; need for materials/resources not easily available at home (e.g. color printers), or other requirements such as 
typing when children don�’t yet have the necessary skills.  
(g): Parents comment that some teachers in same class level (same school or different schools) assign large homework load, 
while others assign little to none for same class/subject -- as a result, student experience depends on random assignment to 
teacher. 
(h): Parents feel that teachers do not coordinate or collaborate in the assignment of homework, with students being 
overloaded with too many assignments due at the same time 
(i): Comments about the Gate classes varied, and seemed to be teacher dependent. Some parents comment on too much 
homework, while others say it is reasonable, and engaging. 
 (j): Parents stating that because of homework, other activities had to be dropped including sports, music, religious 
activities, or help with family chores. Many mentioned that they limit their children to one extra-curricular activity, but still 
find it difficult.    
(k): Students spending three or more hours on homework when several things are dues in one day, or with projects. 
(l): Complaints of teacher �“penalizing�” child�’s grade (despite communication with principle regarding homework 
completion) or withholding recess because of unfinished homework, or concern over not enough time to get homework 
done after absence due to illness. 
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Table 2: Summary of comments from parents of students in secondary classes. The total number 
of parents who filled out the district survey is 886. 
Category Number of 

comments 
Percent 

Total number of comments (parents who submitted comment with the 
survey) 

515 100% 

Parents who favor less homework or are concerned about it being too 
much 

245 48% 

HW completed, but no time for other activities (a) 109 21% 
Three or more hours of homework (b) 75 15% 
Homework is busy work/ not challenging or engaging (c) 70 14% 
Lack of teacher coordination (d) 67 13% 
Parents who are content with student�’s current homework load  62 12% 
Homework over the weekends or holidays (e) 61 12% 
Sleep concerns (late nights doing homework/not enough sleep) 60 12% 
Need help with homework (f) 44 9% 
Homework causing stress to student/family 39 8% 
Inconsistency between teachers (g) 36 7% 
Need for enforcement of district policy (h) 30 6% 
Projects (i) 29 6% 
Punitive aspects/homework piling up after illness (j) 18 3% 
Gate Issues (k) 14 3% 
Elementary concerns (l) 11 2% 
Parents who favor more homework than student currently receives 11 2% 
 
(a): Parents commented that homework is all child has time for, or has no time for extracurricular activities, including family birthdays, 
dinners and religious studies -- many noted that child dropped sports, music, etc. in order to have sufficient time to complete homework. 
(b): Many parents commented that the options for hours spent on homework were way too low -- some found the highest option "funny" 
or "tragically humorous" -- as many noted their child often spends more than 3 hours on homework, a number mentioned 5-6 hours per 
night 
(c): Parent feels at least some homework assigned to child is busywork, repetitive, redundant, etc. -- some parents comment that such 
homework does not appear helpful to student's learning 
(d): Parent feels that teachers do not coordinate or collaborate in the assignment of homework, with students being overloaded with too 
many assignments due at the same time, too many assignment that collectively exceed the policy maximum, and/or tests that are due at 
near the same time as major homework assignments. 
(e): Parent reports that student is assigned homework to be done on the weekend or holiday, teachers are assigning homework on Friday, 
due Tuesday, then an additional assignment on Monday -- or a very large assignment right before the weekend or the holiday due soon 
after return that obviously would require work over the weekend or holiday.  Some comment that homework loads are way too heavy to 
complete during the week so that most weekends include time spent on homework.  Some parents complained of having little to no 
family time with their high school student on weekends due to homework -- some asked for homework packets or assignments far in 
advance for family planning purposes.  A very few parents stated that they expect homework over the weekends and have no problem 
with their student completing homework then. 
(f): Parent states their child student needs assistance -- the student cannot get the homework assignment done independently. 
(g): Parents comment that some teachers in same subject area assign large homework load, while others assign little to none for same 
class/subject -- as a result, student experience depends on random assignment to teacher. 
(h): Parent comments that some teachers are not following current district homework policy -- most noting weekend and holiday 
assignments and too much overall homework past current district maximums. 
(i): Parent comments that long term projects often cause problems for student, due to such things as lack of teacher-teacher coordination, 
busywork or subject irrelevant requirements (such as requiring artwork for history or literature project), holiday and weekend completion 
required, etc. 
(j): Students have to make up for work missed during absences. Parent feels that teachers are not allowing extra or sufficient time to 
complete and turn in homework after a student is ill or absent without any punitive impact on grade. 
(k): Parent states that GATE teachers assign too much homework or more homework than other classes, 
(l): Some high school parents noted problems with homework in elementary school (usually noting too much homework) 
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Parent Survey Comments— 
      DSHS, DaVinci High & DSIS + DaVinci  Jr. High & Emerson 7th and 8th grades. 
Note:  The following are sample quotes from the 270 parent comments I read relating to DaVinci (28) 
and DHS (193) high schools, DSIS junior high and high school (4) plus DaVinci Jr. High (8) and 
Emerson 7th (16) & 8th grades (21). Out of 270 comments, only 35 parents expressed some general 
contentment that the amount of homework was about right or not enough, though most of these same 
parents also expressed a number of concerns and problems with their students�’ homework. As for the 
vast majority, there was an outpouring of concern, anxiety and anger, however, from parents who feel 
there is substantially too much homework for high school students in Davis. According to these 
parents, the result has been stress, little or no time for sports, music or family time and insufficient 
sleep. The self-identified parent educators (five), with one exception, found homework in the high 
schools to be quite excessive �– one stated that 1 to 1 1/2 hours should be the maximum allowed per 
night. These selected comments are organized more or less by topic, which is italicized, though a 
number overlap several topics. I apologize for the lengthy report, but these comments do provide the 
reader an overall perspective and flavor of parents�’ concerns.   
Many parents say homework is their student’s priority – but that as a result, their student has no or 
little time for anything else, including family time.  Many parents express worries about student burn-
out due to excessive homework load.  A large number speak of lack of sleep, homework for many hours 
every night, etc. 
 
 �“My daughter completes all her homework and hands it in when it is due.  She spends hours at night 
getting assignments done and doesn't go to bed until she has done all her homework to the best of her 
ability.  This is very taxing and wearing on her.  There is rarely a break in homework.  Something is 
always hanging over her head.  If it is not a project to research, it is the nightly homework of French or 
math or physics. Completing homework at night is not a problem because it is too hard; it is a problem 
because there is too much. She often finds that many of her assignments are due on Tuesdays since 
homework assigned on Fridays cannot be due on Mondays. As much as she manages her time on the 
weekends (and she does manage her time with homework being top priority) Monday nights are often 
very stressful. Also, it is rare we can take a family weekend trip because of her homework and group 
meeting commitments. My husband has almost given up trying to get the family out on a weekend 
trip.�” 
 
 
�“I had to answer does not apply to many of the questions such as does sports get in the way of 
completing homework, or a job etc. because there is no way there is enough time to complete the home 
work and play sports or have a job for my kids. If there is a family event such as tonight, a birthday 
dinner for a family member it sets my kids so far behind they are up till almost midnight trying to 
finish their homework. With group meetings for planning and travel time then to complete the 
homework other subjects have to be crammed in last minute super late at night and I do not believe 
enough time is spent on them to do a good job. No offense however the last thing a working parent 
wants to do is stay up until midnight trying to be supportive and problem solve homework questions. 
Working parents have from 6pm to 10pm (a normal bedtime for students during the week) that is 4 
hours to help your child with homework, make dinner finish helping with homework. I have no idea 
how parents add in sports, drama clubs or any other activities unless they do not work. I have sat in on 
classes and find more can be guided and taught then sent home for home work. At the very least during 
their elementary school years.�” 
 
 �“My two children have attended Davis schools since kindergarten and are now in high school.   Both 
are academic high achievers; my husband and I are both educators. Homework too often was just 
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busywork.  This was especially true in elementary and junior high schools. The presumption seemed to 
be that the students didn't have anything to do outside of school, when, in fact, they did. As I'm sure 
the district knows, homework is not developmentally appropriate or academically valuable for children 
until they reach the later grades. It often seemed intended to impress us with how "serious" and 
"academically rigorous" the schools were. We were not impressed, just annoyed. Children need time to 
play, daydream, imagine and interact with others without structure and rules after a long day of 
structure and rules at school. There is more to learning than filling out worksheets.�” 
 
�“I have four children who have attended Davis schools and homework has been a real obstacle to 
spending quality time with them. My husband and I work all day and our evenings are spent on 
homework issues. Instead of being able to talk with the kids about how they feel about so many things 
in their life or what is going on in the world or at school, it is a rush to try to eat, do homework and get 
ready for bed. It has been especially difficult to try to get the homework done when they have are 
involved in positive activities such as school plays, Madrigals, varsity sports, Sacramento Youth 
Symphony or a religious youth group.  So much of what I recall of my children's school years involves 
quite a bit of stress.  Was it really necessary?  What are we trying to accomplish:   Well-rounded, 
psychologically sound, responsible and caring adults.   Does all this homework reach that goal?  Thank 
you for this opportunity to comment on this issue.�” 
 
�“I feel the amount of homework overall is too much. It has exceeded what is optimal since my 
daughter has been in Jr High.  My daughter is an intelligent person, who used to love school and 
learning, and now often becomes bitter and frustrated with the endless homework. She is often sleep 
deprived. Family time is reduced, and between all of our children, the homework load adds to family 
stress. I feel that this could lead to students who will burn out by college or grad school. I completed 4 
years of college and 4 years of grad school, and I doubt I would have been able to study with the 
intensity that I did, if I had been through the piles of work that these students complete during jr high 
and high school. There is a homework policy that is often not followed.  If the students are unable to 
finish the work, it is up to the parents to write an excuse note, which is a setup for embarrassing the 
student with classmates or having the teacher look down on the student.  The teachers should be 
required to follow the policy, and not game the policy by piling on homework with due dates adjusted 
so that it "follows" the policy.  In my opinion, we have clearly gone overboard with the amount of 
homework, to the point where this will be detrimental to the students' education, happiness, motivation, 
and outlook on life. How many of the adults in Davis work all day and then go home with a pile of 
work to spend hours pouring through at night, and how many of us did this for 6-8 years up through 
the end of our own high school educations. We need to teach the students well while they are in the 
classroom each day, and then give a reasonable amount of homework. If 2 or 3 classes give excessive 
homework in one night, the students day quickly becomes a stressful and unhappy one. In addition, the 
work load has resulted in my oldest daughter deciding to drop band, which she used to have a passion 
for, and to drop out of her only high school sport, which she loved and will miss.  I don't see this as an 
optimal educational experience.�” 
  
�“My daughter has many personal creative pursuits outside of school such as writing, art and movie-
making. It is very hard for her to continue to do this work that nourishes her soul, while still fulfilling 
her homework obligations which are typically 4-5 hours per weeknight. She has almost no downtime, 
and is frequently stressed and exhausted from staying up late to complete her assignments. She is up 
past midnight doing homework at least one night per week, and up til 2 or 3 am at least once a month. 
She is a very good student, responsible, engaged in her studies and making A grades in most classes. 
She says she loves school but hates the sheer volume of homework and that "homework is stealing my 
youth".  I'm not sure what the answer is for this dilemma, other than better time management, but I 
don't want my daughter to "burn out" in 10th 
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grade.�” 
 
�“Question 3 addresses other activities/responsibilities preventing the completion of homework. 
However, the reality for my son is the opposite: homework prevents him from doing other things, like 
getting physical activity or attending Boy Scout events or relaxing with friends. While I'm glad he is so 
devoted to academics, and realize there may be more I can do as a parent to help him lead a balanced 
life, I believe a more reasonable homework load would allow him to broaden his opportunities outside 
school to nurture his physical, mental, and emotional health. Yes, he chose to take 5 honors or AP 
courses this year, because he was afraid of being bored if he didn't -- now he is stressed, instead of 
bored. I would like to see all our students achieve academically yet still enjoy life as a child, while they 
can.�” 
 
 
Self-identified educators, including UCD professor and, other university level educators, plus those 
who have school teachers in their family expressed opinion that Davis students have too much 
homework. 
 
�“There is an emerging concept among parents and some teachers in Davis that the more homework our 
students have, starting at a very early age, the more likely they are to get into Harvard. As a long-term 
faculty member at UCD and a member of the admissions committee of the UCD School of Medicine, I 
cannot disagree more. (emphasis added) Children need to learn, but in many different ways and in 
many different settings. What we need in the DJUSD are more dedicated, creative and enthusiastic 
teachers, not more homework. If the student doesn't get it with 15 problems, what improvement do we 
expect by giving 35?  Let's consider that finishing homework at 11pm every night is detrimental to the 
student's learning experience.      
 
 �“As a teacher, homework is a valuable tool.   However, most homework is busy work, assigned 
because of school policy, or parent expectation.   In younger grades homework is meant be a 
reinforcement of lessons learned during the day however, most times it is a parent/child bonding 
experience, IF there is a parent to help, help being the operative word. If there is no parent, the child is 
set up for disappointment.   In high school, homework expectations vary with the class and teacher.  
Most homework is an extension of lessons learned in the classroom.  However, each subject seems to 
assign the maximum amount of homework allowed per class and at times each subject can take up to 
two hours which leaves little time for family or relaxation time.�”  
 
�“My child is motivated, but her homework causes tremendous stress for the entire family. We often 
wonder how a single-parent family, or one without money, computers or a quiet space would manage. 
My daughter has eliminated all extra activities, except for one sport at a time. She often misses church 
to finish homework. She dropped music, volunteer work and other church activities so that she can do 
her homework. She has minimal family responsibilities. She has sports practice after school, and works 
diligently from 6:30 pm to at least 9:30 pm four nights a week, and at least 4-6 hours each weekend. 
She works until 11:00 pm about two nights a week, and has missed classes in the morning to finish 
assignments (meaning her dad or I also miss work). She is a focused, diligent student, who is scared to 
death she won't get into a college (or even worse, will be forced into a State University). She often 
wishes she went to a school where she could be herself, and not feel like a failure, no matter what she 
does (she has a 3.5 GPA).     My parents are both retired school teachers, and have always been 
appalled at the amount of work my daughters have had. Thank you for giving us this opportunity to 
share our thoughts.  Thank you for giving us this opportunity to share our thoughts.�”  
 



102 

My daughter has had some years in which homework was a huge problem, and some in which it is 
relatively handle-able.  My biggest issue with the current homework policy is that teachers ignore the 
"no weekend homework" part of the policy by assigning homework on Fridays, and saying it's not 
really due until Tuesday, but assigning more homework on Mondays, making it virtually impossible to 
complete all work assigned from Friday and Monday before Tuesday comes.  If we're going to have a 
policy, then it needs to be enforced.  If teachers and parents decide that a different policy works as 
effectively as the no-weekend-homework policy, that's fine, but whatever policy is chosen, let's stick to 
it, so we can plan around it.    Some nights my daughter has 3 or more hours of homework, and when 
that corresponds to a night in which she has a band performance, it's relatively impossible to get it 
done without her staying up until midnight or later.  We try to plan ahead for these nights (if she knows 
a day or two before the concert of something that's due the day after the concert, for instance).    I am a 
former teacher, so I see both sides of the issue, I think. (emphasis added).    As a teacher, in order to 
cover all the Standards, you need the kids to do some things at home.  However, as a parent, I'd like 
my daughter to have time to: spend time with our family, get enough sleep, take part in extra-curricular 
organized activities, relax and rejuvenate, do chores at home, etc.  An hour to an hour and a half of 
homework a night is handle-able, but much beyond that, other important parts of life get dropped, or 
grades get dropped. Since my daughter takes a full 7 classes, she's in school for nearly 8 hours a day, 
and often does homework through her lunch time to help lighten her load for after school.  While many 
adults work more than 8 hour days, we recognize the toll it takes on our health, happiness, families and 
other relationships.  Sometimes it seems that we don't extend the same recognition to our kids.  Maybe 
we think:  they're young, they can handle it; or we did it when we were kids, so they can, too.  But how 
many of us look at the frenzied lives we lead and think about how we can cut back, to allow time to 
breathe and relax and enjoy our loved ones?  Maybe we want to train our kids from an early age to do 
that?  Working (as I consider attending school to be "working") 9-12? hours a day is probably not a 
trend we'd like to see them continue for their whole lives, is it?    So, what solutions might we find?  
One that comes to my mind is that it's really helpful when teachers let the kids (and their parents) know 
what the homework is for a whole week at a time.  Those packets of homework that go home with 
elementary students are an excellent way to help kids budget their homework time to fit their outside-
of-school lives.  As a teacher, this takes some getting-used-to.  Planning a week ahead can be 
challenging, however, it also leads to better teaching in many ways.  Teachers who are this organized 
in their homework planning have to be this organized for their in-class lessons.  It forces them to be 
more realistic on what can actually get covered in a class period.  Well-organized teachers make life 
much less stressful for their students.  I have other thoughts that I would be happy to share, if anyone 
thinks it would be helpful.  You can contact me. 
 
Even 1 ½ hours homework every night is too much for high school students according to some - (see 
above comment from a former high school teacher plus the one below): 
 
�“I have three children in DJUSD schools right now, one a senior, one at a JH and one in elementary, so 
I feel that I have a very broad view of homework at Davis schools throughout K-12.  My older two 
children were GATE-identified, but we chose not to send them to the GATE-exclusive program 
because they were doing well in the regular classroom and because we wanted them to have a balanced 
upbringing (school, family, music, church and sports all in balance).  In my view, homework is 
generally not a problem during the lower elementary years.  It can start to become a problem in the 
upper elementary years, depending upon the teacher.  But I believe the very biggest problem is in 
grades 7 to 10.  During these years, almost all smart and motivated students take 7 classes, which 
means they are in school from about 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. every day.  Because of all of the required 
classes, students who take both a language class (required for entry to U.C.) and a music class (so 
important for a well-balanced education), must take 7 classes during these years!    But what that 
means is that, even if they only have 1.5 hours of homework each night (which never happens and is at 
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the very bottom of the district standards), we are asking them to work longer hours than we ask adults 
with full-time jobs to work.  It is too much!  My eighth-grader is routinely up until 10:00 or 11:00 on 
school nights finishing homework, and we feel we must limit her participation in sports and church 
activities because of lack of time.  I would estimate that her M-Th homework load averages 3-4 hours 
per night, but can be longer.  And she has catch-up work and long-term assignments that she works on 
every weekend for several hours in addition to her nightly homework.  I would prefer to see just a 
couple of math problems assigned each night (rather than a dozen or more), and for more frequent 
short papers to be assigned with lots of teacher feedback (rather than long papers with the only 
feedback coming from fellow students).  Homework should be assigned judiciously, making sure the 
objectives are clear and that the assignments meet the objectives.  Too often it seems like busy work.  
In closing, I'd like to thank you for allowing parents input into this process.  I know this is difficult to 
control on a district-wide basis and many teachers are doing a wonderful job.  But other teachers just 
don't seem to have a realistic understanding of how much time it takes for students to complete their 
homework.  I think if you surveyed the students on the amount of homework given by each of their 
teachers, very clear patterns would emerge, and it would be clear which teachers need to trim back 
their assignments.�”  
 
And comments from additional parents regarding the heavy load: 
 
Our family found the choices offered for the question regarding time spent per night on homework 
tragically humorous - the highest option is "2 hours or more."  If only....  Our daughter ROUTINELY 
spends 4 hours on homework, often more.  She often runs on 6-7 hours of sleep nightly during the 
week because she has had to stay up late to complete her homework.    We know kids who are having 
to drop out of their outside activities because there is simply no time left after homework.    Our 
family, and others we know, dread the start of school each year because our entire family life has to 
revolve around getting homework done.  Do we want to go out to dinner?  Well, it would be nice, but it 
will be at the cost of our daughter having to stay up until midnight to complete homework.    If the 
District has a homework policy, it would probably be a good idea to make some effort to ensure that 
teachers are aware of it and are realistically assessing the time required to complete the homework they 
assign.�” 
 
 �“Please reduce the homework load- our children need some relaxation time after a long day at school.�” 
 
�“With Math classes specifically, there are too many nightly problems.  I know that there needs to be 
some repetition for learning, but over 50 problems a night is busy work, not a learning tool.  More 
emphasis needs to be put on teaching the concept in class, with a few (10 - 20) problems for practice at 
night.  The other difficulty, is that the nightly practice problems often only slightly resemble what is on 
the actual test.  This year, my son is also graded on homework done the night before, so if he has a 
question, it's graded as "wrong" with points taken off before he can ask a clarifying question.  Seems a 
bit backward.�” 
 
�“Our student takes her work extremely seriously and so does not have "problems" completing the 
assignments, but the stress and overall extreme hours required to accomplish it all takes a physical and 
emotional toll.�” 
 
�“There have been more times than not this year that my daughter has had to stay up past midnight to 
complete assignments.  This is unacceptable.  She is a straight A student and works hard on all of her 
assignments and is very proactive as well as conscientious about her work but she is stressed out 24/7 
and is not getting enough sleep - she never has down time and the stress is wearing on her as well as 
myself.  If the teachers could coordinate their homework perhaps this would not be such a problem.�” 



104 

 
�“There is too much homework. The district policy is often not enforced by teachers (assigning too 
much homework), and even if it was, it is unreasonable.  Even the  policy, 2-3 hours (ie 3 typically), of 
HW per night is too much when kids are taking a full load of classes, participate in band/orchetstra, 
work a few hours at a part-time job, and try to have any kind of out of school sports or leisure activity 
to lead a balanced life.  My 12th grade highschooler is routinely up doing HW until 11 pm or 12 am 
nightly.�” 
 
�“We are in an American and Davis culture that is maniacal about "succeeding."  This reflects itself in 
school in general and homework in particular.  I would love to hear a discussion of the value of leisure 
in academia at all levels and especially in the homework area of academia, along the lines of Josef 
Pieper's, "Leisure the Basis of Culture."    How do we construct an academia that has leisure as an 
endemic value? How are learning and leisure are an ebb and flow in academic life as essential elements 
to each other?    We have a long way to go, it seems.�” 
 
�“Top students are stressed out and "bottom" students feel inadequate.  As a parent, I have felt the the 
pressure for kids to achieve in the Davis school district starts in kindergarten.  It is insane.  My friend's 
kids go to Gunn High School in Palo Alto where 4 students independently committed suicide by 
walking in front of a train.  Gunn is a Gold level high school.  DHS is a silver level school.   The 
pressure on teenagers is too great.  It would be better to let them be kids and enjoy their childhood, 
soon enough the pressure of the adult world will be on them.  I fear they will be dissatisfied and regret 
missing having more fun as a kid.�” 
 
Lack of consistency among teachers of the same subject was noted by many 
�“With only our youngest child still attending high school, we have noticed a vast difference in the 
amount of work assigned by different teachers.  Our children have all taken a lot of the same classes, 
but from different teachers.  It is amazing how the same class can be extremely difficult and 
demanding when taught by one teacher and much easier when taught by another.  This does not seem 
right as colleges won't be able to determine that one teacher is tougher than another.  For example, we 
watched one child (a hardworking student) struggle for a 'B' in one subject, while another child (our 
rather lazy student) breezed through with an 'A' in the same subject taught by another teacher. We 
would like to see the teachers coordinate the classes so that the amount of work and the level of 
difficulty for the same class are at least similar.�” 
 
Some parents feel some teachers are not teaching concepts sufficiently in class (or not at all) before 
giving homework that covers a concept, which causes the student to struggle, spend excessive time 
trying to figure out and understand concept on his/her own, and leads to frustration, failure and falling 
behind. 
 
�“Two of the three AP/honors courses give about the same amount of work as the non-ap/honors 
classes. Combined, 4 classes require a total of 1 to 1.5 hours of work per night.  However, the calculus 
teacher has said there will be 2-3 hours of math homework every night including Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays. Her lectures are straightforward with simplistic examples compared to the homework or 
tests, which are much more difficult.  Often my child spends 5-6 hours on Saturday and 5-6 hours on 
Sunday trying to get a grasp of the material. At least 90% of my child's homework time is spent on the 
one calculus class.  This has been upsetting to her and to us.  High school is known for having a lot of 
kids who are good in mathematics- it is probably because they are killing the kids with so much work 
and making them basically teach themselves because the lectures do not reflect the difficulty involved 
in passing.  Change this!�” 
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�“My long experience with two children in the Davis school system is that homework is excessive and 
very often busy work and boring.  In addition, a great deal of emphasis is placed on "production value" 
of projects, i.e., drawing pictures, artwork, formatting--as, for example, in French, where I can see no 
legitimate pedagogic purpose served by it.  From speaking with other parents, it appears that they are 
often involved in homework and definitely on unrealistically large "projects."  This shouldn't be, and is 
manifestly unfair to the students whose parents do not or cannot so participate.  I understand that 
certain subjects--like math or foreign language--benefit from a nightly review (if limited).  But most 
often I have found homework being assigned either as pure surplus or, in many cases, as a primary 
teaching technique.  The curriculum should be TAUGHT by teachers, not assigned for students to 
learn on their own.  My general sense is that some teachers give homework to show how demanding 
and hence "good" they are.  (This is similar to the well-known Davis grade deflation phenomenon: if 
you grade hard, you must be a good teacher.)  Children deserve a childhood.  We did not pass child 
labor laws just to make them the slaves of an all-consuming, self-centered educational system.  My 
parents were both teachers (college and junior high) and they are appalled at the workload of students 
in Davis.  My family background is academic with a great appreciation for learning.  I was a National 
Merit Scholar at Berkeley and a Phi Beta Kappa graduate.  I do not see my children learning to love 
learning, but oppressed by and sick of the unnecessary and spirit-defeating burden of homework.  They 
are intelligent kids, but full of stress and anxiety.  Society will not look back kindly on this oppression 
and, frankly, abuse.  If these comments sound harsh, then I have communicated my central point.  It is 
because I value education and learning that I believe there is way too much homework.   And, except 
for multi-week projects, no homework over the weekend.  Give these guys a break.�”  
 
 �“Homework should not be part of a student's grade for certain subjects when homework is just for 
review of material taught in class, like math, and not a class project, like a book report. This is 
especially true in Junior High when completing homework and remembering to turn it in was the 
primary reason for poor/failing grades of hundreds of students.  Teachers should not use homework to 
teach lessons they did not have enough time to cover in class because of their preference to emphasize 
other subjects (typically in elementary school).�”  
 
�“* Parent is needing to do too much original instruction frequently, particularly in pre-calc (homework 
is supposed to be practice, per policy - not for new concept instruction). This is an issue with the book 
chosen (too deep and wide).     * Have noticed a loophole in the homework policy whereby teachers 
can pre-assign everything as a long-term assignment, thus forcing long hours on weekends to get the 
work done. Committee: please tighten up this loophole. Specify what counts as a long term 
assignment. Suggestion: specify number of long term assignments per semester as a typical number (3 
for example) and specify that long term assignments cannot include skills practice which follows 
normal concept instruction.     * Focus some in-service time (and policy clarification) on training what 
constitutes practice (OK for homework) vs new concept introduction (not OK).  It's OK for a student to 
synthesize (higher level Bloom's taxonomy) at home but don't spill over the primary concept 
instruction to the home. Some parents are able to supplement and become a teacher (and teach well or 
not well); others can't.�” 
  
�“Our son has been diagnosed with ADD and is very intelligent (& GATE qualified) but has an 
extremely difficult time maintaining focus and completing homework assignments when they are 
excessive, or not intrinsically motivating to him, or when he has so much homework that it takes him 
late into the evening to complete.  Past a certain point, it  has a snowballing effect: he gets tired, his 
ADD medication fades, and he gets  discouraged, frustrated, and self-deprecating.    We feel strongly 
that the system is way too unaccommodating of individual differences in the children. Our son would 
be far better off with something like less *required* homework and some *optional* (e.g. extra credit) 
homework. By requiring him (under threat of bad grades) to do more than he is comfortably capable 
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of, it has a serious effect on his already fragile self-esteem. It establishes a precedence of failure and a 
feeling of inadequacy and irresponsibility.    In some ways he's actually brilliant. His reading and 
vocabulary are nearly at a college level (he's in 7th), and he'll sometimes go into great depth 
investigating something that has caught his  interest. But it's like pushing a square peg into a round 
hole to get him to finish all his homework. He feels tremendous pressure to complete the homework 
and regularly has meltdowns as he gets burned out and can't maintain focus. He is chronically behind 
on sleep and he usually requires at least one parent to keep him on task at all times. This is very tiring 
and difficult for us as parents and as a family. He has many other highly enriching interests--which 
actually happen to be very academic in nature--but he gets precious little time to pursue them. It's very 
sad that this highly creative and intelligent person has to be extruded through this rigid "education by 
legislation" mold rather than leveraging his creative nature.    He has ADD, but this is not strictly an 
ADD problem. We had excessive homework problems with our other child too. Many teachers 
regularly grossly violate the district homework policies. There is no monitoring and no enforcement. 
The homework policy is a joke. Some semesters saw our daughter  in tears nearly every night due to 
the overload, even though she is a highly organized, motivated student. Davis has an extraordinarily 
high frequency of high-achieving parents who provide both a lot of support and a lot of pressure for 
their kids to complete a large amount of homework. Teachers ask for more and wow, the kids deliver. 
It's a very narrow approach to life however, and half the kids come out of this system feeling 
inadequate. They need time to be creative, to sleep and be physically active and healthy, to play and to 
be happy--to just be kids. I sure hope someone is listening to this.�” 
 
Parents that commented they feel that college (including at UC) is easier than high school in Davis 
 
�“My older daughter attending UCD in Geology has more time for reading and outside activities then 
my 7th grade daughter  - I'm worried about burn out�” 
 
�“I think that homework in general is heavy, not just in junior high.  It is especially unnecessary and 
undesirable in K-3, when kids need to play and be creative.  Grades 4-6 some projects outside of class 
are appropriate, but nightly busy work is not advantageous.  In the Davis schools, junior high kids do 
homework like high school students, and high school students do college level work.  My older 
daughter and her friends are finding college a refreshing change-- the work is not much harder than HS 
and they don't have to sit in class for six hours every day.  I am a highly educated person who enjoys 
academic activity, but I still think there is such a thing as too much homework and not enough time for 
childhood.  I also think our culture as a whole is overworked, underslept, and cannot enjoy the process 
of education and its benefits adequately without free time to read, think, explore the world, discover 
ourselves...and these days the syndrome begins with overloaded school kids.  Also, at the junior high, 
there should be a brunch or nutrition break.  Five classes without any food is way too long, and the 
lunch hour is rather short as well.�”  
 
�“College should be a cakewalk after high school in Davis.�”   
�“While my child does participate in music; that is her only extracurricular activity.  As a HS Jr. last 
year she spent 6 - 8 hrs. daily on homework.  She came home from school by 4pm, worked until 
dinner.  Took about an hour break, then continued homework until 11 or 12 each night.  She showered 
and was in bed between 12 and 1 a.m. every single night.  She did this on Fridays and weekends as 
well, though typically taking about 3 - 4 hrs. of break time on weekends.  She did not participate in 
most family events, never came out to dinner with us unless it was a special occasion and even missed 
church sometimes due to homework.  It was ridiculous, and partly her fault for taking 4 AP/Honors 
classes.  Still, it seemed a little much.  This year, the load is much less, but she still spends 4 - 6 hrs. 
daily on school work.  In her sophomore year with no AP/Honors classes she spent an average of 5 hrs 
nightly of homework, weekends included.  I believe in hard work, but HS should also be about fun, 



107 

socializing and creating memories.  I'm afraid most of her memories will be of working.  When visiting 
a DHS Grad now at UCSD, she learned that the homework load for her is much less than it was at 
DHS! �” 
 
�“I would like to make it clear that though my child does not have a "problem" completing her 
homework assignments this is due to the fact that she is not in bed before 2:00am in order to complete 
her homework assignments on a nightly basis; and that's beginning her homework almost as soon as 
she gets home from school.  Her work load is almost always heavy every night of the week.  She 
typically has dinner at her desk so that she can continue to work in hopes of getting to bed at a "decent" 
hour. She's a bright kid -- it's not that the homework is too difficult or she's too slow at doing it.  It's 
because there's too much homework for her to complete it in a reasonable amount of time in one night.  
There is little to no time during the week for her to have any down time to herself or spend time with 
her parents. Most of her weekends are consumed by homework as well.  This is not college -- college 
does not keep kids in classes 6 to 7 hours a day then load them up with 7 to 8 hours of homework a 
night -- all of which is due the next day.  Poor planning on the part of the teachers or what?    Lighten 
the load; give our kids a break.  Let them enjoy what they are learning by not burning them out every 
night with gobs of homework.  There needs to be a balance between school, home, and play.  But, the 
way it stands now -- it's all school and little to no play, and that makes our kids very frustrated, and the 
parents as well because they can't spend enough time with their children because they've got so much 
homework to do, which is particularly upsetting if this is your child's senior year!   I understand that 
HS is all about preparing our kids for college, but in so doing, they don't enjoy their high school years, 
and those come but once in a lifetime!�” 
 
Seventh grade transition is very difficult and students need extra help with managing it 
 
�“My current seventh grader is my fifth child in the Davis public school system.  I have now and have 
had children who are average students, gifted learners, and one student with a learning disability.  They 
have attended elementary, Jr. high, Sr. high, all in the Davis pubic school system.  For what it's worth, 
those are my personal qualifications for the following statement.   Every one of my kids has fallen 
apart in seventh grade.  From my perspective, it's seems to be a huge challenge for a student to 
transition from one classroom teacher (and maybe one subject teacher) in sixth grade to seven 
classroom teachers in seventh grade.  The homework doesn't seem to be too much, just too complicated 
from a management standpoint.  I�’d like to see a stronger safety net in place during this time; teaching 
these kids organizational skills and shepherding them through this transition.  To lend humor to my 
point, my older children had a pool going in August trying to guess (in advance) the exact date of their 
youngest brother's Jr. high meltdown.   Thanks for your hard work and time given.�” 
 
One parent’s creative “alternative” suggestion:  
 
�“School districts could implement homework that actually bridges school and home so that it is more 
meaningful and helpful to the students and the family. A child in drama could get credit and be 
afforded opportunities to dovetail literature homework. A child doing sports could be afforded the 
same. Community service needn't be an extra, but could be integral to social science. Math could be 
tied in to real life tasks. This would be helpful to all.�” 
 
From those that are content with their child’s current homework load or want more:  
 
�“My son may have some difficulties keeping organized with all of the homework, but mostly it is 
because he is working ahead on assignments. That is one of the distinct advantages of being at our 
school. 
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�“At our school I find the teachers work very well together to help keep the homework load manageable 
for the students, and we certainly appreciate that. The AP class our child takes at the high school does 
assign a great deal of homework but since we were told to expect this our child has budgeted time for 
this workload.  For the most part we feel the homework load on our child is manageable and 
appropriate, though certainly challenging as our child has many other commitments including after 
school employment, band, an active social life and other activities.   Many thanks to the wonderful 
teachers and staff at our schools!�” 
 
�“Our school places less emphasis on homework compared to what our older child experienced at DHS. 
Although our child in HS is doing very well, we wonder if his study skills will be as strong as his 
sibling's when he gets to college. (On the other hand, he seems to be enjoying high school more!)�” 
 
�“My child feels that the homework is more reasonable this year. Last year he was swamped with 
homework in GATE and homework was a big fight everyday. This year he is a lot happier about the 
homework. He switched from GATE to his current school. He feels his current school is more like he 
thought GATE should be. My child was going to drop out of GATE even if he did not go to his current 
school because of the outrageous amount of homework.  The homework last year was unreasonable. A 
lot of the work seemed liked busy work�….and piling on more homework is not necessarily going to 
make [a] child smarter.�” 
 
�“I expect that h/w is assigned to reinforce what has been taught in the class.  I appreciate that some 
class time is set aside to work on some assignments, while teacher is available to answer questions, and 
thus, my student actually completes some of his work during school (not 'at home.').  I do not check 
my student's work.  I only intervene if the progress report or the teacher indicates we have a problem.    
I believe that h/w should not be excessive.    I believe my students work on reading (assigned books) 
and writing assignments (essays, etc.) at home more than any other assignments.   They also work on 
making flashcards, and preparing for test notes at home.   My students hardly ever spend more than 1 
hr. doing h/w on any given night.    When my student was at another school, he spent more time 
working with team members on weekends preparing presentations, but still did relatively little h/w.�” 
 
 
�“My son started HS this year.  He was enrolled in 2 Gate Classes last year (English and Science).  I've 
noticed a significant decline in homework from 7th Grade with Gate to his current school.  I would 
prefer more homework be assigned.  
 
This is the only parent comment we had from a high school parent that felt their student was not 
receiving enough homework: 
 
�“My son is taking a standard workload, not too heavy and not too light. He hasn't taken any AP courses 
yet, but he likely will his junior and senior years.  He has the basic algebra 10, English 10, biology 10, 
and world civilization.  From my perspective, he works far too little in the evenings.  He does 20-30 
minutes of math, reads for a while (like he always has and would anyway) and maybe reads a few 
pages of his biology textbook.  (He's a B to A student, by the way, and always has been.)  My 
suspicion is that teachers don't want to grade homework so they don't assign it.  (I'm a teacher myself, 
by the way.)  My son's DHS education is oriented toward the middle of the road student rather than 
toward higher levels of achievement and performance.  Any kid can get Bs at DHS since the workload 
is so light.  I'd like to push my son harder, but then again I don't want to have him taking AP classes 
that are over his head.  Bottom line: HS teachers need to push their students harder, much harder, by 
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giving them a level of work each night that is representative of what they'll be having at a UC or CSU.  
Our students don't work hard enough.�” 
 
Even those parents who state they are content with their child’s current homework load, still often 
express misgivings: 
 
Thanks for doing all this volunteer work on behalf of our kids.  Since it is the beginning of the year, 
my current answers do not really reflect the reality.  Having an older child who took a similar 
sophomore schedule, I know all the classes will get more demanding as the year progresses.  What is 
manageable now, will be staying up to 1am in the spring.  How can you take this into account?    The 
bottom line, I think HS is reasonable with its homework load.  At the high school level we understand 
that honors or AP will be more demanding but still there are weeks where it seems many of the classes 
are heavy, thus the late nights.  The science classes seem to be the most demanding homework wise, 
then comes math.  As a parent I strive for balanced children, hence fine arts, sports and outside 
activities are important.  Often the heavy homework load makes us miss opportunities of growth and 
community service.  Oh, and what about a fun teenage social life?  For high achieving students, that 
comes after homework or not at all.   After just having spent five years at JH with the two kids, I 
believe the homework load there has greatly improved.  The JH really made an effort to  provide more 
class time to special projects or research so the hours and hours my son spent four years ago working 
alone at home on an assignment do not exist anymore.  At jr high and high school there does seem to 
still be that catch 22 however, if the current homework policy says a teacher cannot give an assignment 
on Friday and make it due Monday, then the math teachers all seem to allow "some" class time to work 
on it during the school day on Friday but the kids never finish and it is due Monday.  Does that comply 
with the current policy?  I don't know.    Or at the high school, the same applies but the kids get the 
homework assignment on Monday for the week, so technically they got the assignment on Monday, 
but they don't learn the math until Friday.  Get it?  Maybe that can change...    In our experience, the 
high school teachers seem very clear with their assignments and the kids usually understand what is 
expected of them.  Emails and web pages are used by several of the teachers to further clarify 
homework assignments.    What is too much for one student, is doable for another.  What is more 
important that a homework policy is a policy of open communication between teachers and students 
and teachers and parents!!      Thanks for all your time and efforts!! 
 

Parent Survey Comments—Harper, Holmes, King 
 

I summarized comments from parents of Harper, Holmes and King students. The overwhelming 
majority of the 129 comments I read (70%) stated there is too much homework, while 6% wanted 
more. Math was a particular problem in that many teachers get around the policy to give weekend 
homework. Many people think that some teachers give far more work than their share.  Most felt 
homework should never be �“busy�” work.  
 
Many want a better system of communication among all parties, with a web-based system favored so 
parents, students and teachers can all be aware of what has been assigned, completed, graded and 
returned, and larger projects could be coordinated.  Many parents felt students should be able to work 
in class so they could receive the help they need, and that homework is not the best place to acquire 
new skills or information.  
 
Parents want enforcement of the homework policy and they don't want children to be penalized when 
they are sick. Most want their kids to have lives outside of school and think they should have free time.  
A small sampling of representative comments follows: 
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I know we live in a progressive community that strives to produce successful college-bound students. 
However, I believe that in doing so, we may be taking our children's childhood away. A fair amount of 
homework is fine, but we MUST give children the time to be children...to participate in other 
childhood and adolescent activities...be that sports, volunteer opportunities, hanging out with friends 
and family, delving into musical activities, or just "being". Our district's current amount of homework, 
in my view, is stunting the development of the whole child, a whole human being. Please reduce the 
amount if possible. 
 
I have a long-term experienced teacher colleague who stopped giving homework after observing that 
the students' performance was unchanged by the homework (i.e., students who learn sufficiently, learn 
regardless of homework and those who fail to learn don't get better by doing homework.  
At 9th grade I would expect 1.5 hours maximum, but it can be more. She still needs plenty of sleep, but 
if there is school work to be done, sleeps suffers. 
 
Homework becomes a huge problem when my child is trying to make up missed work due to absences 
from illness or therapy visits with doctor -- the amount of work is compounded and almost impossible 
to complete for a kid who has difficulties with a regular work load. Often there is class work that 
cannot be made up. Many teachers fail to communicate what the child needs to do to make it up. We 
often elect to send our child to school sick if he isn't too run down so we don't get caught in a cycle of 
never catching up. 
 
While I am a true believer in homework as an integral part of learning, I find it hard to believe that the 
amount of homework given in this school district is healthy and conducive to continuing education.  
Burning out prior to entering a university is a common problem in many other parts of the developed 
world.  It would be a shame if that happened here as well, reducing the enthusiasm for learning that is 
so critical when the students reach university and training for specific careers. 
 
The students spend 7-8 hours a day in school.  The students in this community are very active in 
sports, community service, music, and other activities which make them the well-rounded individuals 
that colleges are looking for.  Yet, when teachers cannot accomplish planned curriculum in class, they 
use homework to introduce new concepts, which unnecessarily increases homework time.  Homework 
should only reinforce what is taught in class.  Too many instructors overestimate the importance of 
their own class, so their homework overwhelms the students, and diminishes time available to focus on 
other class work.  This attitude should be discouraged.  Students are up until all hours of the night 
because they choose to participate in engaging and beneficial outside activities.  This is almost 
punitive.  Students at this age should not have to choose between sports or music, and homework.  
They need extra-curricular activities to relieve stress, build new skills, and broaden their general 
knowledge.  Please consider a homework policy which is reasonable, and offers stringent guidelines to 
instructors. 
 
This district provides too little homework for both reading assignments and math problem practice 
through the elementary and early junior high years. Appallingly little, in fact. We have an entire 
district of students that can't do basic math operations quickly and accurately because the math 
curriculum is so focused on thinking and so little on actual doing. This whole experiment with CPM-
type learning, I believe, is entirely problematic: I end up teaching my kids how to actually solve 
problems because they never see how to actually solve the problems, either in class or in their useless 
textbooks. We aren't trying to teach kids how to be Isaac Newton, you know! It's only because my 
background in math is strong enough that my own kids could get through some of the ridiculous math 
problems: let me be clear, it's not that there is too much homework, it's that the curriculum provides 
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problems for homework that you can't actually solve unless somehow you have a resource outside of 
the textbook and classroom lecture that can actually tell the kid how to actually solve the problem. This 
places a gross disadvantage on families that don't have a math and science type person readily 
available to assist.    Also, the number of project-type activities is ridiculously large in every grade 
above the second/third or so. My kid is doing arts-and-crafts type projects in 9th grade English instead 
of writing short essays/reports.    Last, I find the parents in this district care more about their children's 
sports schedule than they do about their homework: they would like less homework because they find 
it inconvenient to fit that together with their 4+ days per week sports. The parents also seem to think 
daytime school should be enough and don't spend enough time making sure their children place the 
highest emphasis on doing the homework and understanding the assignments, perhaps because they 
don't want to bother spending time with the homework. We as a country provide far too little education 
with our long summer breaks and our short school days compared to the countries that are doing better 
on all measures of academic success. 

Elementary Parent Comments 
Below are the main categories included in Table 1 of the summary of parent comments (Elementary 
school level). There were 428 comments submitted by parents. This is a small sample.  

1- Parents who favor less 
�“I seriously think the school district requires way too much homework of the children.  Isn't six hours 
of school enough time to complete all the required subjects?  I think the teachers are getting paid for 
helping the children with work at school and us parents are being over taxed with the needs of the 
children on the homework level when we have enough to do to work, feed and keep our children 
learning how to be part of the family at home.  I resent the fact that school has to dominate our whole 
evening.  There is hardly time for my kids to play, participate in sports and have a family meal 
together.  Please have a little mercy on us parents!  We need to be able to just have a nice evening with 
our kids!  Also, some of the homework for the younger kids is difficult to understand for us adults 
causing a lot of confusion and stress for the child. No homework. Please!!!!�” 
 
�“The amount of time my child is required to spend on homework in 3rd grade and now in 4th grade is 
too much.  I am a professor, and I highly value education, but I do not see the point in having this 
much homework at ages 8-9.  Moreover, much of it is either too hard (not enough scaffolding provided 
in class) or completely pointless (e.g., finding the county seats of each county in California).  Because 
both my spouse and I work, it is important for us to have family time in the evenings, but this is often 
difficult because of the amount of homework.�” 
 
�“Less homework please. Reading is good, though. Kids need time after school to do things besides 
school work. Parents need to have time for fun with their kids, too, not just homework. Kids need time 
to play with their friends. Kids need time to cook, help around the house, take care of pets, exercise, 
play music, do art, and SLEEP. Why homework in every single grade? Why not start it at 6th grade, or 
later? It is too much, too soon, and ruins life for the entire family and community. Thanks for 
listening!�” 
 
�“too much homework! kids need to be kids.�” 
 
�“There shouldn't be any homework for students in Kindergarten or 1st grade where it is important for 
students to like school and enjoy attending and learning. Homework can kill a child�’s love of learning 
and skill especially if they have difficulty reading or parents at home don't speak or understand written 
Spanish.�” 
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�“We feel homework for our 5th grader, in this and previous years, is too much. Nearly every day, our 
son will work for the time necessary to complete the work. However, we end up talking about it with 
him, encouraging him to focus, and, sometimes, nagging, throughout the afternoon and evening for 
him to get it done. We are concerned that spending so much time talking about and doing homework 
creates negative feelings about school. And, frankly, it isn't much fun for parents when finishing 
homework each weekday is the primary topic of conversation! The actual amount of homework may 
usually be within current DJUSD guidelines. Not every student, though, works independently right 
after school, focuses only on homework until it is done, and then has the rest of their evening free. We 
recognize homework in early grades can promote good study habits. But about 1.5 hours per night 
(class work plus band) doesn't seem necessary to promote those habits. Thank you for considering our 
comments.�” 
 
�“I went to elementary school in the 1970's. In elementary school there was no homework until the 6th 
grade. By 6th grade students are generally responsible enough to be entirely responsible for the 
completion of their own homework assignments. The problem with assigning homework to younger 
students is that completing the assignment becomes the parents' responsibility. I don't find that 
homework in the younger grades (with the exception of weekly spelling tests) is very useful for that 
reason. Also, the younger students have earlier bedtimes (i.e. 8:00-8:30pm) and with music lessons and 
sports, there simply isn't enough time in the day to get it all done. Younger children generally shouldn't 
have homework, except for spelling words and reading before bed.�” 
 
�“In my opinion, homework is out of hand. Many times it seems my kids don't know how to do it which 
is what I thought school was for and worse, at times it is too difficult for me. Many teachers are 
requiring us to get the homework or information from the internet, to print ourselves, and it is usually 
not clear what to do. They don't seem to understand that the kids have many classes with homework 
adding up to some nights a total of 2-4 hours, PER CHILD. When parents work from 6 am-6pm during 
the day (extra time for driving and getting everyone ready) after cooking dinner, dishes, groceries, 
there is nothing but homework and we are already exhausted. It is extremely important for our children 
to learn and get a quality education, but it sure does feel like overload a lot.�” 
 
�“It's generally too much! We have about 2 hours of math per week, 1 hour of science, 2 hours for 
combined current events, American history & geography, 2 hours of at-home reading and special 
weekly assignments which take 1.5-2 hours. We're trying to have some well-rounded kids who can 
participate in non-school activities, and the family is at the mercy of our 5th grader's homework 
schedule. Enough Already!�” 
 
�“Please consider lightening the homework load district wide. After working professionally with Davis 
youth for 18 years, and now having 3 kids in the school district (including one presently at Cal Poly 
SLO), my experience tells me Davis schools expects too much from our community's children. By the 
time our kids graduate, they are so far ahead of other children in the state that DHS grads often are 
bored in their freshmen year at college, waiting for other students to catch up. Please reconsider. 
Thanks.�” 
 
�“At times I feel primary homework and upper primary is too much-I am a teacher as well here-and like 
the math program-very involved, but every night-and more than 20 minutes is really hard-and then on 
top of that reading  and then life :)�” 
 
�“My child is in 2nd grade and has so much homework that we never can finish it without spending 
over an hour per night plus time on the weekends. This is CRAZY! The homework at his age should be 
nightly reading and nothing more. He gets math homework with problems that he has never seen 
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before so we have to teach him rather than merely reviewing what he learned in class, which is not 
appropriate for a second grader. I would prefer no homework other than reading and "fun" 
math/science until at least 4th grade.�” 
 
�“Homework seriously reduces the time available for outdoor play and exercise at a time when our 
nation is facing serious obesity problems in children. It also reduces the time available for extra-
curricular activities -- truly a shame given that there is no regular weekly art or music program (or 
year-long P.E.!) in the elementary schools. My child has a same-age penpal in Munich, Germany, who 
reports that there is no homework given there, even in high school (which begins in 5th grade). Instead, 
children are expected to complete their work promptly in school - which is perhaps a better lesson in 
time management than encouraging students to "finish it later" - the implicit message in homework. 
Germany's educational outcomes are certainly as good as those in the US, if not better.�” 
 
 

2- Need help with homework (from parents or school) 
�“I believe that homework should be an extension of the classroom curriculum. My child does not 
complete homework related to his/her curriculum. It is much too difficult and should be modified by 
the RSP and classroom teachers. His/Her homeroom teacher should contact us when homework 
assignments are not completed or turned in a timely manner. The aforementioned has not happened. It 
seems as though no one at the school cares that students' with learning disabilities are slipping through 
the cracks, especially the principal. This is the second child I have had in the DJUSD. The first was a 
GATE student who took AP classes and graduated with honors. Everyone was more than willing to 
help with anything we needed. Now, it's the opposite; no one cares about our child with a learning 
disability. We modify homework for him/her; not any of the teachers!�” 
 
�“My daughter is given too much homework and homework she has to have a great deal of parental 
help, I can't imagine how discouraged the students are who don't have parents that can help them! 
While I don't agree with homework I have always been supportive of my children's teachers and not 
voiced my opinion. This year (after 6 years and 3 children in the school district) I am really disgusted 
by what is expected of my 9 year old. It is hard and without help she can't do it, in 2 months she has 
gone from feeling like a smart, strong student to feeling like she is a failure. Basically a part of this 
problem is TOO much homework that is TOO difficult�” 
 
�“We only do not experience homework problems or poor grades because my spouse and I spend a 
HUGE amount of time helping with homework or rechecking homework.  Considering he is a 5th 
grader this is concerning for future grade levels. It would be helpful for the district committee to come 
up with guidelines/expectations for parents and teachers on how much assistance is expected with 
homework�” 
 
�“We often do not have the materials to support our child at home with homework. There is no math 
textbook, for example, or no clear directions about what our daughter should be doing. It feels like 
some of the homework is given just to give it - it's not sequential, standards-based or improving 
understanding at home. With the huge flux of student teachers our daughter has had (at least two per 
grade since 1st grade), we don't believe she had had consistent teaching and appropriate homework to 
enforce learning.�” 
 
�“The math homework with this new program requires much too much parent involvement; my wife 
and I both work and do not have such large chunks of time each night to do math with our kids!�” 
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�“Quantity is too much, especially when there are more than 5 math problems per night.  Sometimes she 
does not know how to do the homework, and occasionally we have difficulty interpreting exactly what 
the math homework is asking for in her Math Steps books. Our child works much more slowly than 
some students, and often runs out of time at school (and at home), even when she is diligent. She 
watches no TV, is allowed computer time rarely and has no cell phone.�” 
 
�“We should teach the children how to be independent and responsible. The homework my child brings 
from the school always requires adult's assistance. The instructions are too difficult for the first grader 
to be read by himself. Such design makes my child used to constant assistance and consequently makes 
him less independent and responsible. I think the homework should be redesigned the way the children 
can do it by themselves or with very minimal help�”. 
 
�“I think that they should offer after school homework clubs for grades 4th through 6th for those parents 
that don�’t understand the homework or just don�’t have time in the evening�” 
 
�“Overall what is given is not too much, but my son has reading problems (he is in school's tutoring 
with RSP), so he is slow on reading anything, even the math problem directions. All reading, 
vocabulary and writing takes him 2 or 3 times longer than for other kids--my guess. I sit with him or 
am available nearby for all of his homework. He would not be able to do it without me to help him 
read directions correctly. So just once a week or so we really bog down. Sometimes I let him do just 
part or most of the homework, and we don't finish if it is getting to be more than one hour. It is hard for 
him to sit and concentrate for that long.�” 
 
�“I would like to see an after school homework program for all students exclusive of Bridges that only 
takes certain students. My child could use the help but doesn't fit the Bridges criteria.�” 
 
�“The way in which homework is assigned to my child is confusing and segmented. It is often not clear 
when assignments are due. Organizing and keeping track of several folders with multiple teachers is a 
challenge. Communication between class and home could be improved.�” 
 

3- Parents who are happy as is 
�“I feel the homework level is good for my fourth-grader at Birch Lane. I strongly disagree with a 
heavy amount of homework in elementary school�” 
 
�“My Child attends a homework club 3 days per week. So the amount of time of work completed at 
home is greatly diminished.�” 
 
�“We are happy that our daughter's homework does not dominate all her after school time�” 
 
�“Our child's teacher does not go overboard on homework. Our child has and continues to be eager 
about school and does not feel it is a chore or ordeal. This has not been always the case with our 
children in these lower grades. Overall, I feel it is better for the family and children not to have too 
much homework (<30 min) and I think the policy of 10 minutes per grade level is too much. I think 
Kindergartners and first graders should have no homework and then each successive grade should then 
have about 10 minutes. I understand the schools are concerned about "No child left behind" but we 
think the bottom line on that law is that failure (as defined in the law) is inevitable and it is time to 
embrace that inevitability.  Rather then pressure our children so the schools can achieve these absurd 
goals we should work towards changing the laws�” 
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�“My son is in 5th grade and so far his homework level has been light. It's fine with us.  More emphasis 
on writing would be welcome.�” 
 
�“My son has had teachers who have assigned what I considered to be too much homework in the past. 
This year is not a problem, as his teacher feels the kids work very hard during the day and should not 
have a lot of homework. It seems that some teachers feel obligated to give homework...as if they will 
be judged a poor teacher if they don't assign enough�” 
 
�“The homework this year - 5th grade seems reasonable. In previous years, particularly 1-3 it was way 
too much. It took hours to complete each night. I think that was just ridiculous. One child was given 30 
pages to complete over spring break in 2nd grade. Now it is much more reasonable. It would have 
made more sense to go the other way - less early on building to more in later grades. My kids do not 
participate in any sports so they do have time for homework�” 
 
�“At our school, grades 1-3 have far too much homework. This is a serious problem for working 
parents. In grades 1-3 our child was receiving 1.5 hours of homework per night. If a parent picks up a 
child at 6 PM arrives home at 6:10 there would be only 1 hour 50 minutes before the recommended 
8:00 bedtime for a young child. If one does not eat dinner while doing homework the trade off is a 
sleep-deprived child.�” Comment went on to say grades 4-6 were improved and manageable.    

4- Homework is busy work, or not challenging or engaging 
�“My child often has to choose to play with friends, read for pleasure, play chess, or other activities that 
would enrich her to fill out meaningless worksheets or spend hours on activities that seem to have little 
value. I do not object to homework that is meaningful and engages my child in many different ways. I 
do object to homework for homework sake, and worksheets, timed math pages, pages of finding 
definitions for words and so on are not a good use of our family time.�” 
 
�“The homework mostly seems like busy-work with the intention of getting them used to doing things 
they have to do with a deadline. There is rarely a clear articulation of what the desired learning 
outcome is other than completing the worksheets that are sent home.�” 
 
�“Homework is easy, but still often busy work. The math worksheets are mind numbing, esp. for kids 
who already get the facts. I understand its tough for teachers to give different students different work.�” 
 
�“My son gets very little homework this year so it is difficult to provide relevant information on the 
survey for all of the other years that he has been in school.  I believe that six hours in school per day is 
plenty of time for a child under 8 to be spending on academic work and that, with only 20 students in 
the classroom, teachers ought to be able to teach the children what they need to know without requiring 
the children and their parents to put in extra time at home. Children that age ought to be allowed 
downtime when they get home from school. The homework requirements in first - third grade were 
particularly frustrating since my son does very well in school. For him, the homework (mostly math) 
was nothing but busy-work and a complete waste of his, and his parents, time. Yet it was required. 
What was gained from that requirement? If homework is going to be required, then it should be 
tailored to the child's academic skills. On the rare occasions when he did not understand a homework 
problem and needed help (I could not help him because I do not speak Spanish) it usually turned out 
that the teacher didn't understand the wording of the question either. Why are teachers handing out 
worksheets and requiring work that even they don't understand?�” 
 
�“"Homework assignments shall concentrate on areas or subjects of demonstrated student need. 
Teachers may vary homework assignments amongst students accordingly." This is current district 
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policy. In our experience, most homework is of a one-size-fits-all variety, and too frequently is busy 
work, which our child finds excruciating. He is expected to complete tedious homework assignments 
even when he has demonstrated knowledge of the subject. Over the years, teachers have shown little 
flexibility about this. They have rarely demonstrated differentiation by varying homework assignments 
to meet individual needs. Often our child takes home unfinished class work as "homework." While he 
does not have a diagnosed learning disability, he is a highly sensitive, easily distracted perfectionist so 
often does not finish work in class. Teachers feel they are doing him a favor, giving him the 
opportunity to finish at home. He feels he is being punished for being slow by having to take 
assignments with him to complete as homework. Sometimes there seems to be little point in those 
assignments (see comment above).�” 
 
�“There seems to be too much nightly homework combined with long-term projects.  Sometimes 
homework is assigned that just feels like busy work (recopying sentences from the book rather than 
just writing the answer)�” 
 

5- Parents who favor more homework 
�“I think that the homework that is currently being sent home is adequate but by no means enough for 
my daughter. I know there have been significant cutbacks and paper is an area that has been cut, but 
there should be more structure and volume of homework for a 3rd grader. The book in the bag every 
night is fabulous and provides an easy vehicle to get a child to love reading and advance their skills. 
However, more work on spelling, writing, math, language art skills would be valuable.�” 
 
�“There is not enough English, Math or Science homework for my 5th grader. We need more or a better 
reading comprehension and writing program in this school district. The students need to have a strong 
knowledge in vocabularies and an understanding of root words at the elementary and junior high 
levels. Therefore, consistency within the students' homework is key to their improvement with their 
reading and especially in their writing skills.�” 
 
�“Personally I am supplementing the homework that is given to my child. I have found that in K-3 not 
enough homework is given. Also by giving extra work I am able to challenge my child more than he is 
being challenged in school. I wish that more homework was given as it is difficult for me to know what 
is being covered in class so that I can provide compatible homework for my son.�” 
 
�“I think so the children have to have more homework. The same things they learn at school they have 
to repeat it at home. No just three examples like in math. I think so they need more. And for new 
learning children like kindergarteners they should have more writing practice at least three pages to 
learn how to write, how to write clear and neat.�” 
 

6- Homework causing stress 
�“I believe the stress homework creates in a family is not worth the "value added" from a learning 
perspective.  I believe that homework should take a different perspective.  It should be about enhancing 
time with the family building relationships while having fun (and ultimately learning) - this is 
priceless!�” 
 
�“Many children in Davis (including mine) have a lot of extra curricular activities which affects how 
much time they have to do homework. As a therapist, I hear of many students who are very stressed 
out and sleep deprived due to homework.  My child's present teacher does give class time to do 
homework so if one is unproductive in class they have homework.  In addition, sometimes it is hard to 
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assist my child with work especially if it is math or foreign language.  Finally, family time is SOOOO 
precious --  wish we could have more quality time with out the stress of fighting over homework -- 
home should be a haven not a place where we need to yell, cry and stress about homework.  School is 
for school work -- home is for family time.�” 
 
�“My son's homework in both 2nd and 3rd grade has been quite manageable. My daughter in 6th grade 
has had a horrible time with her homework this year. She has average math skills and has found that 
the homework assigned is material she just barely has a grip on as the class time is divided between 
instruction and time to start homework. Since she has plenty of other homework in addition to 
commitments outside of school, she tries to do some of her math in class. I think she and many other 
students would be better served if the entire class time was dedicated to instruction and answering 
questions and if there were a bit less (10 - 15 fewer problems) homework.  We have also struggled 
with having her homework typed and printed and ready to turn in as we do not have a printer at home. 
Homework has never been easy for my daughter, but now she will spend easily 2.5 - 3 hours some 
evenings on her homework and the whole family is stressed. On a more positive note, her teachers 
have made keeping track of what is due easy as they send daily emails of what is assigned each day.�” 
 
�“My child is learning disabled so perhaps my comment isn't for everyone but, Homework causes a lot 
of problems in our house.  My son greatly resists doing it and it is a battle everyday.  I think it does 
more harm than good�”. 
 
�“Homework at our house has been an on-going, stressful, and painful issue in our home for the past 
seven years. My daughter had homework starting in kindergarten. Most times the homework is busy 
work and has no chronological order to it. My family has to put aside at least two hours a night to 
complete homework and if something comes up that can't be helped, the homework does not get done. 
Because of my child�’s learning challenges, homework has to be broken up into small burst of 10 to 20 
min. at a time, which can stretch homework into an entire evening event. Weds. are our favorite days 
because of half days. We can have dinner as a family and not have to go back to the homework 
afterwards and just relax as a family. Most people love when school starts after a long summer, my 
husband and I hate it, because we know the homework drama will begin. I would love more than 
anything to be my child�’s parent, not a homework enforcer.�” 
 
�“My 4th grader has had supporting from the Reading Room (pulled out from class 4x/week) since 1st 
grade. His reading level has always been below grade level, or close to grade level. Because of this, all 
homework takes significantly longer (i.e. reading a science chapter takes longer because his reading 
skills are still emerging). Each night there is also spelling (i.e. writing sentences, writing out spelling 
words, answering questions about spelling words). Obviously, all homework requires competent 
reading skills and since our son struggles with this the nightly homework routine is stressful.  He is 
easily flustered when homework takes a longer time for him than his brothers. He then cries, gives up, 
shouts, gets angry. Then he needs to cool off before he can re-start the homework assignment. I plan to 
talk to his teacher during parent/teacher conference week.  I provide support at home, but he is the only 
one who can do the work (sometimes he wants me to give him the answers). Supervising the 
homework can be stressful in our home.�” 
 

7- Concerns regarding secondary school work load 
�“Based on comments from parents of older children, I am worried my child will be unable to meet 
homework demands in grades 7-12. I would like to see a policy where homework assignments are 
purposeful, not just time-fillers. And I'd like to see our community celebrate the total child, not just the 
academic child. Thank you for this important work�” 



118 

 
�“While my child is only in kindergarten and has a small amount of homework to be completed in a 
week, the projects that require more time to review, complete and discuss usually don't get done. For 
example, she had one assignment that required us to review the groceries in a bag and discuss the 
different categories, how they are packed (heavy on bottom, etc.), similarities in how they're packed 
(all meat together, all cold together, etc.), groupings (green food, canned food, etc.). I do the shopping 
during my lunch hour so my child never sees the bags, and by the time we get home, make dinner, eat, 
get the two kids ready for bed, and read the book she's checked out from the library or work on the 
writing assignment she's been given or just play a game, there is no other time to complete the grocery 
assignment. While I can ignore the assignment now, I foresee this becoming a problem as she gets 
older. As a fulltime working parent, I don't expect to work longer than my 40 hours per week. If, on 
top of my 40 hours, my employer expected me to spend an additional 10-15 hours working at home, I 
would be pretty upset. This is how I see homework evolving. Our children need balance between 
academics, physical activity, quiet time doing something like reading, socializing with their peers, and 
free time to just use their imagination and explore the world around them--perhaps homework 
assignments could be structured in a menu approach that would allow them to choose assignments and 
balance their after-school learning with these kinds of activities, and isn't so structured. If I find that 
homework is dominating my child's after school life as she gets older and the subject matter becomes 
more complex, you can bet you'll be hearing from me again. Thank you very much for asking the 
parents' opinions on this matter. It's good to know you're listening.�” 
 
�“I work 10 hours days, 4 days per week and it is a long day for my child and for me since he must be at 
daycare at 7 a.m. We do not have much down time at all after dinner, homework, and reading before 
bedtime. The bonus is that I have Fridays off and volunteer in the classroom. I am concerned that the 
burden of homework will increase dramatically in coming years and worry about balancing sports and 
other activities with homework, which is top priority. Thanks for the survey�” 
 

8- Homework over the weekends or holidays 
 
�“I think at the elementary level there should be no homework on weekends. One child's homework 
packets are given out on a Friday. Although the teacher states the children do not have to work on it on 
the weekends, my child feels like she must get started on it and also she forgets some of the 
instructions if she waits until Monday to begin. I actually wish that there was no homework at the 
elementary level. My children have great teachers who do a fine job teaching them while they are at 
school and my kids do well and if they didn't have homework, I think they would still do well. The 
homework feels more like an exercise in just keeping them busy and I would rather spend my evenings 
doing things such as playing board games and reading together�” 
 
�“I particularly appreciate when the homework for the week is send on Friday , so we can used some of 
the week-end to complete the assignment�” 
 
�“I am not sure what the policy is towards homework over holidays in DJUSD, but I am a little 
surprised there are no questions on it. When I was a student, nothing annoyed me more than big 
assignments over holidays (and normally you got more than one - lots of reading, multiple reports, 
etc). Holidays are just that - time off to recharge, spend time with family and friends, and to do things 
you can't do during regular school times. It�’s not a time to load up the kids with extra work. Leave that 
for when they are adults.�” 
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�“Did not like that Science teacher assigned 7 pages of reading over the Halloween weekend with a quiz 
the following Monday.�” 
 

9- Projects an issue 
�“I feel it is important for kids to be kids.  Mine spend most of their daylight hours doing homework 
and have very minimal time to just play. I understand the concept on reinforcing what has been done in 
the classroom, but the fact is they are in the classroom for 6+ hours a day. They should be able to use 
that time effectively to accomplish the needed learning and have minimal homework.  I find that most 
of the hours are spent on projects.  We just finished a SS project that we probably spend up to 20+ 
hours on over a span of several weeks and he is in the fourth grade.  I feel that is excessive.�” 
 
�“Often the math is too difficult to help with as the kids get older. The major projects are a ridiculous 
amount of work that cause great frustration due to lack of information brought home by the kids and 
the size of the assignments. Parents end up doing the bulk of the work out of sheer desperation to get it 
done and turned in on time. I think the kids would get a lot more out of the assignments if they did 
them at school with direct support and direction from the teacher instead of it getting dumped on the 
parents who work fulltime and have other children with homework, activities, obligations, etc. The 
homework packets are the easiest to monitor progress and check for completion and understanding. If 
the major writing assignments and projects were done at school, the teachers would get a better idea of 
how each child is actually doing�” 
 
�“By begin of 5th grade I found it to be a significant increase of homework in comparison to the 
previous years: several project oriented tasks from various teachers in about the same times/weeks; 
right now it seems to have calmed down; and my child says she is happy with the amount of 
homework and can often do some or all of the homework tasks at school already. What startled me as a 
parent so far: 1. major home work/ independent project and research  assignments that were given at 
short notice, i.e. with short time to complete; several major projects to complete in different subjects at 
the same week;  inherently required parent involvement in - again: short-noted - projects (like driving 
to Kinko's late at night in order to print out photos from the internet for the project -we don't have a 
color or photo printer-, driving to Woodland to a craft store, and buying material for a craft's project -
material was not available in Davis). While my husband and I don't mind assisting our child in her 
home work occasionally (or as much as needed), our daily life time budget is limited and there may 
occur a stressful conflict with short noted major school tasks (and in our case also one parent is out of 
town during the week for work). Also: our FINANCIAL  situation is still more or less OK, (despite 
being furloughed), however I can imagine that there are more and more people especially nowadays 
that cannot spend easily $10 or more here and there (or every other week) for home work assignments, 
and especially also not when they have more children in school. Again and altogether: I was concerned 
about the amount of homework (and in connection with our child's after school activities) in the first 
weeks of this school year (5th grade), it seems to have calmed down since then; our daughter says she 
has no problem whatsoever with the amount and kind of homework despite her significant 
involvements in after school activities -it helps her in my opinion that she is in general a very good 
student and also quite self-organized, more than one could expect in that age. As a parent I might want 
to point out, that we had some rougher times in getting short noted projects done on time when parent 
assistance was needed; we managed, but had my husband or myself had work related deadlines etc in 
addition, it would have been impossible. Also unforeseen and ad hoc expenses for homework projects 
might add up and create a real burden.  Thank you for doing this survey.     
 
�“Regular homework for math, spelling, ELA, social studies and science are not a problem when 
enough time is given to complete them, allowing us flexibility to complete over weekends or on days 
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when there is no orchestra, soccer or gymnastics.  We run into problems with the following:  typing - 
my fifth grader types about 10-20 words per minute - for her to type a five page paper takes a week, 
our computer stations and computers themselves are ergonomically designed for an adult, not a fifth 
grader, required typed papers before high school is absurd. Projects - very little is learned by my child 
spending hours with a glue gun building a Native American long house. I very much resent the social 
studies or science projects that usually become "parent projects".  Homework should be used to further 
learning and practice concepts�—worksheets, papers, reading, studying for tests, etc.  Projects and 
typing should be "extra credit" for elementary students�” 
 

10- Inconsistency between teachers 
�“I've noticed that in the first grades at our school there is a very wide variety in terms of amount of 
homework given. My daughter has next to nothing except for Book in a Bag. Her peers have quite a bit 
more. I worry that this will put my child at a disadvantage down the line.�” 
 
�“Homework should not be given on weekend for children in grades 4 through 6. We moved from one 
school to another. At the first, they had a no-homework on weekends policy. I think that should apply 
to all schools. I have twins one twin has sometimes more than 1 hour a night and the other twin�’s 
teachers in the same grade gives little to no homework nightly. It should be the same for grades at the 
same level.�” 
 
�“In elementary school, some teachers prepare a homework packet and send it home on Fridays, due the 
following Friday. Others send it out Monday, due on Friday.  It would help to have a consistent policy. 
I really believe it should be sent home on Friday, due the following Friday. That way, parents/students 
have the option of taking care of some homework over the weekend in the event that they have a busy 
week ahead (multiple kids sports/dramatic arts/music, etc. lessons to go to). It just provides more 
flexibility to families. Thank you for your attention. 
 

11- Sleep concerns 
�“Kids do not get enough sleep and are under too much pressure with out of school assignments that 
compete for their limited out of school time.�” 
 
�“The homework survey does not address homework interfering with sleep.  It also does not address 
whether homework is assigned over the weekend or over vacation. The survey should also address 
whether teachers are following the District's homework policy.�” 
 
�“I am extremely upset at the volume of homework my child has consistently been asked to do since 
fourth grade.  She is currently in 6th grade, and is almost always up past her bedtime working on her 
homework.  (Last night, I wanted her in bed by 9PM.  She was still working on a writing project at 11 
PM, on which she had been working for hours!)  We don't like to over schedule her; the only outside 
activity she participates in is Tae Kwon Do.  Many afternoons, she cannot attend even 45 minutes of 
Tae Kwon Do because she has too much homework. During the week, she has very little downtime. It 
breaks my heart that she cannot go out and play because there is always so much homework waiting 
for her. It's not right. Something must be done to reduce the homework!!�” 
 

12- Lack of teacher coordination 
�“A weekly packet would be very helpful so that children could organize their weeks and complete 
homework on evenings that were less packed with extracurricular activities.  There seems to be no 
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respect of time and the element of surprise is always in play. One night you will have a minimum 
amount of work, and the next evening, the science teacher, the math teacher, and the homeroom 
teacher decide to give a wealth of work that is due the next day, leaving the child to juggle three hours 
of work with additional activities. If it is work that wasn't completed in class, that is one thing, but 
surprise homework due the next day is another.  All math assignments are done completely at home. It 
appears that the parent first must teach the concept, then the assignment must be done, and then class 
time is spent on grading.�” 
 

13- Gate issues 
�“My child is in the GATE program.  In 5th grade, the homework assigned was unreasonable. Lots of 
repetitive busy work and severe sanctions for incomplete or missing work.  6th grade teacher has a 
much more reasonable approach. They work hard under close supervision in school -- esp. math -- and 
the amount of homework is commensurately reduced. Largest share of homework is monthly project, 
which is well-designed and valuable.�” 
 
�“My child is in 4th grade GATE. It's a wonderful program with a wonderful teacher.  Having talked to 
other parents with kids in non-GATE programs it sounds like they have close to zero homework (I'm 
sure there is some, but they've said "not enough").  It seems there is a discrepancy between them and 
I'm frequently left wondering, why do we have 2 such extreme levels?  It would seem to me that the 
GATE class gets too much homework. Their in-class work is long, hard and they're learning tons.  But 
by the end of the day they're rather burnt out and then need to do 1-1.5 hours of homework at times 
(it's supposed to be 45 minutes, but I don't know any parent that thinks this is achievable). I'd love to 
see a program that put a bit more balance in the amount of homework given across the board. 
Unfortunately, without comparing things on a class-by-class basis the results of the survey may vary a 
huge amount. 
 
�“My daughter is in 4th grade GATE. In general I think her homework is completely reasonable. She 
has not mastered the skill of planning her time well on long term projects yet. This is the first time it 
has really come up for her. I thought there might be more homework than there is. Fortunately, that has 
not been the case. I like that her homework is meaningful and not a bunch of mindless busy work. The 
projects really seem to be teaching her something. The worksheets are not repetitive. Much easier to 
get her to do it.�” 
 
�“GATE vs. non-GATE HW:  We've had one child in GATE (who we pulled out of GATE during Jr 
High) and one in the regular non-GATE track (who didn't qualify for GATE). We have noticed a 
HUGE difference in the amount (not just in complexity - but in amount) of HW between GATE and 
non-GATE classes. When our first child was in GATE, the HW workload was completely 
overwhelming. Once this child moved out of GATE into the regular curriculum, there was very little 
HW -- too little; and this is also the case for our second "non-GATE" child. We would like to see more 
diversification in both GATE and in the regular classes - e.g., less HW in GATE when appropriate for 
a given child (I know GATE is not supposed to be more work, but in reality, that's what happens); and 
more challenging opportunities for non-GATE students (our non-GATE child in elementary has very 
little HW; and would actually like more�” 
 

14- Homework complete, but no time for other activities 
�“My child is well-organized, uses her time wisely, and is an excellent student. Out of school, my child 
has chosen to participate in one sport and play one musical instrument.  We are not a chronically busy 
overscheduled household, yet homework often takes so much of the remaining time that playing with 
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friends, reading, learning life skills (laundry, food prep, etc.) doesn't happen at all. To me, much of the 
homework serves as an obstacle to her becoming a well-rounded person.�” 
 
�“There have been times homework was assigned and not properly explained, making it a big headache. 
Because there is daily homework, we have had to forgo religious activities, and at times sports. Music 
practice was not included in the time estimate for homework because it is something my son does for 
pleasure, and does not see it as homework. My child would read a lot more if he had less homework.�” 
 
�“Some of my answers were indicated as not a problem but that is because we have made an effort to 
concentrate on the homework assigned and have limited our activities such as sports. We have also not 
participated in other activities (like 4-H) due to our knowledge of what the homework load is. So, for 
those reasons we were able to answer that getting the work done is not a problem except for a few 
times a month but that is due to the fact that we have significantly minimized the other activities that 
we participate in.�” 
 
�“Our child is a gifted athlete in a sport that requires considerable practice time (gymnastics).  In part 
because of the amount and difficulty of homework, he has dropped out of the sport, which he has 
enjoyed tremendously in the past. It is my belief and observation that taking part in the sport is simply 
one too many commitments, given the amount of time he has to spend on homework and the difficulty 
he has in completing the homework.  My child has also expressed interest in learning an instrument, 
but again feels too burdened by homework responsibilities to want to take on an additional 
responsibility.  Children learn from ALL sorts of activities:  younger ones from unstructured as well as 
structured play; children of all ages from music, sports, community involvement, etc.  It's a shame that 
homework seems to be viewed in Davis as the one and only ESSENTIAL mode of learning outside of 
school hours.  I realize that there are lots of kids who excel in both school and outside activities--
sports, music, etc.--but in my experience, these kids are stressed and have absolutely no DOWN time.  
Some kids don't seem to need this time, but many, many do.  AND THEY DON'T HAVE IT!!!  
Because of the pressure, some of them just claim that 'chill time,' dropping out of all activities and 
doing the minimum in school to get by, often turning to drugs (an especially prevalent problem in 
Davis) as their 'recreation' or down-time.  It would be simple-minded to say that homework is THE 
reason, but the expectations around it in Davis are PART of the problem.  I am glad to know that the 
Homework Advisory Committee is reevaluating the district's guidelines.�” 
 

15- Three or more hours of homework 
�“We are getting slammed occasionally, particularly when one subject has a large project due and 
another subject has several pages of additional homework assigned. My child spent over 4.5 hours on 
homework one day/night, and still was not finished. This is too much for an 11 year old. It would also 
be great if our student could email completed assignments in.�” 
 

16- Punitive aspects of homework, or homework piling up after illness or absences 
�“Teacher is penalizing my child's grade for not completing his homework even though the principal 
has given him permission to stop after 45 minutes/night.�” 
 
�“My child is extremely happy this year with his teacher, partly because of little homework. She 
requires daily reading, which he is happy to oblige. Our worst experience was 1st and 2nd grade when 
too much homework was assigned making it an nightly struggle. Worse, my son was penalized with 
recess being taken away when he did not turn in homework. He absolutely did not like school then 
("hate" was the word he used). This year has been heaven!�” 
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�“It is okay with the homework during regular school time, when kid is healthy. However, when he got 
sick following week he has to complete a ton of homework, which is not right since the kid still weak 
and taking loner time to recover. I would request you to give them more time to complete their 
homework when they become sick. Thanks�” 
 

17- Enforcement concerns 
�“Getting a weekly homework packet is helpful to allow families to organize homework against their 
other activities rather than having assignments due daily. The policy is for no homework to be due on 
Mondays if assigned on a Friday. The Junior High math department is not following that rule, even 
after being called on it by multiple parents.�” 
 

Many more comments addressed several issues at once. Here is a sample: 
�“The amount of homework varies tremendously, from zero to 2-3 hours of math per night.  This may 
be partially the result of my child not completed her work during class, yet the disparity is so great. 
The negative impact of the nights with lots of math homework strongly contributes to her "hating 
math." And yet she is actually pretty good at it, if she focuses and puts aside her frustration at the 
quantity.�” 
 
�“1. I think elementary students get way too much homework. The packets that are sent home are 
uninspiring and downright monotonous. There is no evidence that nightly homework increases 
learning or student success. The students are already in school from 8:30-2:30. Six hours should be 
enough time to make sure every student has learned what the teacher wants them to learn. 2. 
Homework success does not necessarily teach responsibility and organization. I know of many parents 
who do the homework with and for the student. 3. The emphasis on homework hurts students who fall 
into the achievement gap. Their parents are not doing the homework with them and are not 
emphasizing its importance. If a student in elementary school does not get homework done, it is 
usually because the parent is not making that happen at home. Why are parents so on the line for this 
task when there is a real question as to whether it is even beneficial to kids?   4. Also, I have seen the 
homework policy and I think that assigning arbitrary amounts of time per grade level is contrived. 
Though this survey reflects my second grader, I also have a 7th grader who is now attending Waldorf 
because the homework got so unmanageable that we decided to move him to a less stressful 
environment. My oldest child who is now a freshman in college was doing 5 to 6 hours of homework a 
night.  This severely limited her ability to interact with her family.  She could never get away long 
enough to spend time with her siblings because of the homework demands. 5. The only homework that 
makes sense to me is reading and memorizing math facts, though I think that those two activities can 
be accomplished more successfully during the school day with the teacher.�” 

 
�“We have had some issues with the teacher where we have asked her directly via email on some of the 
homework goals and she said we should ask a classmate instead of giving us direction; that is not 
appropriate. I as an educator myself at the university level really question the homework motivation 
that I see. There are large assignments including large papers typed on a computer, in the range of five 
pages without the student mastering typing at the school. How do the teachers justify this? You are 
asking a student to type a paper when they have not been instructed how to type, is that an educational 
goal? How long does it take a ten year old to type a paper on a computer?  I am sure the teacher has 
researched this as it was an assignment....Homework is a way to reinforce what is presented in the 
classroom, that is where the wonder and joy of discovering knowledge is supposed to happen. I feel 
that we are faced with large homework assignments that are out of the realm of reality of what should 
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be expected. A student should not have to cry, be stressed, or get up in the early morning to accomplish 
the homework. To have to rewrite an entire paper because the binder holes were on the right instead of 
the left. I have become so disillusioned with the teachers that are currently instructing my children that 
I am considering withdrawal from the system and enrolling them in private school.      I will say, we 
have had excellent teachers in the past. I only wish I knew how lucky we were. The goal to education 
is to stimulate, empower, guide and support the student-- instill a joy of learning and discovering. I 
really question the motivation and performance of the instruction my children are exposed to. For the 
first time in a long time we have two children that do not enjoy school, a third and fifth grader. They 
have both cried, for the first time, over school this year. The fifth grader has cried over homework and 
not finishing after working for 7 hours one day. The third grader has cried because his teacher did not 
have time to share spearheads (real ones that we had found) in class after studying native Americans. It 
took 3 days for her to share the spear heads. In the past we have been very happy with the teachers, and 
now maybe due to a variety of issues, one being the budget, things have changed.  Why can there not 
be a positive and supportive environment at school. In reality it is fifth grade. I think some real study 
should be focused on this survey to assure that kids are not turned off on education, I am afraid mine 
are... tears should not be shed on an assignment or an incorrect title page- it is learning and should be 
positive�” 
 
�“The survey may be flawed because it does not specify whether "minutes per night" seeks to measure 
nightly minutes under the benchmark of 4 nights per week, or 7 nights per week. We are a two-parent 
family where both parents work full-time. We have three kids: one at DHS, one who graduated from 
DHS in 2009, and a 2d-grader.  My experience has been that there is TOO LITTLE homework 
assigned.  The children are not steadily and appropriately challenged, especially in math at the pre-
algebra level or in science. It seems to me that the families who complain the loudest about too much 
homework are the same families whose kids spend many hours each week in sports, theater arts, fine 
arts, music, and volunteer activities. If children were more academically challenged at a younger age, 
families would not crowd in so many extracurricular activities that eventually lead to over-filled 
schedules.  It makes no sense to adopt strict limits on homework, when it appears questionable whether 
GATE teachers/families will follow those limits at any rate (see GATE long-term master plan). 
Parents who complain that "school work should be done during the school day" should be asked what 
extras they would give up during the elementary school day in order to make that happen: art? music? 
fieldtrips? assemblies? special class service projects? daily p.e.? gardening?  I don't want to give up 
these school-day extras that every child enjoys - and I'm willing to support a fair chunk of "family 
time" for homework to help make it all happen. As for the "achievement gap," all students should be 
challenged in every subject at every age and the SCHOOL DISTRICT should be sure that resources 
are available for each child to meet the challenge (homework club, before or after-school tutoring, etc., 
for all who need or want it) - the Davis Bridge Foundation has long waiting lists of students on every 
campus it serves.�” 
 
�“We will not allow our children to take AP classes when applicable because of the extra time involved. 
We literally fear the high school competitive environment and the ridiculous inflated GPA that some 
kids achieve. If a child does not participate in AP classes they can have a mediocre GPA at best even if 
it is close to a 4.0.  THIS IS SIMPLY CRAZY and way too much pressure. This survey is also very 
confusing and I had to read it several times, asking questions with negatives and then applies does not 
apply is almost a trick.  I guarantee you that you will get unintentional wrong answers.  Also I did not 
like HAVING TO ANSWER ALL the questions before moving on. For example is someone available 
to help? Generally yes, but not on Wednesdays, but bigger issue even when available we do not 
understand the homework either because in it is in Spanish or just because we don't. We are both 
graduate degree parents and could not understand recent fifth grade, therefore we were available 
physically, but unable to help so is that a yes or a no? This presented itself as a horrible disrupted and 
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frustrated week of homework that ruined the whole feeling at home. Also this survey does not allow us 
to comment on previous years, such as my child actually had homework in first and second grade. That 
is just not right and it was way too much. We do not believe in homework for elementary school 
beyond reading as their own choice and  spelling. Also the survey does not ask if my child has any 
time to read for enjoyment. The answer is NO why because of all the garbage assigned that does 
nothing. If a child understands the work it is repetitive.  If they don't understand then what is the point 
it is just frustrating for the child and parents who are not trained teachers. It is the teacher�’s job to teach 
not the parents.  Children should be able to be children and play homework is robbing them of 
childhood experiences and family time. It creates battles and frustration that impacts the entire family 
attitude, free time, and health. Parents should be able to opt out of homework for their kids. Parents 
that want homework can assign it themselves, for the rest of us our kids should be able to be kids. 
Homework in 1st -3rd grade is WRONG and could take several hours and required a parent to be 
present at all times. Also, define disability? My child has learning issues; they are not disability or 
whatever the question asked I can't go back in the survey on this computer. SUMMARY stop 
homework now in elementary school.  Bring back the love of learning to learn and reading for fun.  Let 
kids be kids and do not make high school more competitive than college. Homework has made my 
child hate school. When teachers do not assign homework I have seen my child blossom and grown 
and love to work and learn because a teacher sparked an interest and did not make it tedious and, 
boring and take away form time. When not assigned homework my child will want to read when there 
is homework reading becomes a chore and my child searches in vain for downtime�” 
 
�“This year homework is not usually a problem (6th grade), since my son's teacher gives ample class 
time to complete projects. However, I am very worried about next year, when my child will enter 
Junior High. When my 10th grader moved from elementary to 7th grade there was a six-fold leap in 
homework assigned, creating an overwhelming load for even a very organized and competent student, 
which my first child was. My child was in the GATE program, which is not supposed to have more 
homework, and yet anecdotal evidence suggested there was more. Because of this I would never place 
my second child in the GATE program. My second child is not as organized, and I foresee a miserable 
year ahead for us even without the GATE pressure, if homework limits are not set and enforced. My 
children need a lot of sleep, and participate in very few extracurricular activities compared to many. 
Spending 2-3 hours per night on homework (as was common in Junior High) after a full day of school 
will be counterproductive as it will make my child hate school, cause endless struggles and fights at 
home and make him feel like a failure. There is no reason every teacher needs to assign homework 
every night and certainly not over the weekends. Teachers should be able to cover the material in class 
and give the students time to complete practice in class so they can ask questions of those competent to 
answer them. Time at home should be free time for the children to pursue their other interests, such as 
independent reading or creative projects. We will create a generation of drones if we don't let children 
have time to choose how they spend their time.�” 
 
�“In general, Davis children have too much homework that seems to be little more than busywork 
designed to take up a lot of time in the evening. For instance, our child recently completed a month 
long project that placed heavy emphasis on coloring in 30 odd pictures (which took hours) and a lesser 
amount of emphasis on comprehension of the subject matter. The children know this is pointless. 
Homework should be designed to pique the children�’s interest, not bore them to tears and cause strife 
with their parents�” 
 
�“The problems we see are:  1. unclear instructions on homework assignments  2. the math books are 
organized in a very strange way that makes it difficult for us to find the sections we are supposed to 
help our child study for. the math expectations for quizzes were very high and too broad; our child 
achieves very good (90+%) scores in math so its not that she doesn't have the ability. too much is 
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covered on each quiz.  3. how effective is it for a child to hand write/copy 10 pages of social studies 
information in cursive? how important is cursive in this day and age anyway? a child shouldn't be 
graded on cursive.  4. the stress of achieving A's is causing our normally calm child to literally freak 
out when they get an A- or lower! that is not okay and the homework exacerbates this need to over 
achieve because the teachers are very insistent that a child gets it "just" right�” 
 
�“It seems like there need to be some guidelines with regard to elementary level homework and 
consistency between the classes and schools. Friends with kids in the 5th grade GATE program report 
of barely any homework and our 5th grader in non-Gate has lots.  Big projects like the Explorer project 
(written report, poster, AND oral report) and a diorama for a book report had overlapping due dates, so 
that a lot of weekend time was spent getting all of this done. There is definitely not enough down 
time/play time for these kids anymore. My child is fairly organized and a high achiever, and I am 
complaining. I can't even imagine how other kids/families must be doing. I assume that work just does 
not get done and that the grades are lower. Also, it seems that the amount of work and the type of 
assignments cannot be handled and completed by the kids without parental involvement. This is not 
my idea of the kids becoming independent learners and students. Students should be able to complete 
their homework without parent support and this does not seem feasible as far as we are concerned.  
Thank you for looking into all this.  I hope that homework will be reduced and be more age appropriate 
in the future.�” 
 
�“In our family (3 elementary aged sons), the homework amount and ability to get the work done is 
directly related to the skills, personality and learning style of each of our children.  This on-line survey 
was done from the perspective of our eldest child in 6th grade.  When I fill out the pdf form for our 4th 
grader, my answers will be quite different.  He has a more difficult time learning, staying focused, and 
completing assignments that take a longer time (i.e. reading a chapter in science and answering 
questions from that chapter).  Our eldest is self motivated, an eager learner, and understands the 
concept of getting the work done efficiently so he can go outside and play.  I just wanted to mention 
that the unique make up of each child makes a difference in how they approach homework, not just the 
outside factors such as other time commitments (sports, volunteering, etc).  Thanks for listening!�” 
 
�“My child is in Spanish Immersion first grade. The teacher always assigns "Circulo" reading and 
writing each night. That takes the 10 mins. suggested by the homework policy. The teacher, after my 
questioning, let me know that the other assignments given are secondary to Circulo, and are not 
required. We do the Circulo nightly, and do the math assignments (though not necessarily on the day 
given, depending on evening family obligations or enrichment classes [or general kid attitude]). Other 
writing or experiential assignments given are rarely done, due to lack of time (2 working parents, 
fatigue after dinner) and the fact my child struggles to read and write (perhaps especially in Spanish?), 
so other assignments cause stress between my child and the one helping her. If we do more than 
Circulo, homework lasts a minimum of 30 minutes, and has taken almost an hour. Too much for my 
family or my child.�” 
 
 
C. Teacher Survey Comments (Elementary) Categorized 
 
Homework and Parents 
 
Many parents are unable to help students.  
 
Students who really need to do it don�’t have home support. 
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Some parents say it�’s too much. Some say it�’s too little.  After the first month, they all become 
accustomed to it. (70 min. a night, 3rd grade.)  
 
Parents can give immediate feedback to their student which is more effective than a receiving feedback 
a week later when the homework is returned to the student. 
There can be valuable moment resulting from homework when a primary-aged student seeks parental 
help. 
 
Homework is very unfair for the students with no home support.  Frequently, I hear how disruptive 
homework is for family dynamics and relationships. 
 
Davis students are busy with outside activities. Primary students need more unstructured time, not less. 
 
Many parents at the primary level want MORE homework than the  district Homework Policy 
indicates. I do share the alternatives with them, but I don�’t give them extra  homework. My grade level 
has met to make sure that we are all giving about the same amount and the same kinds of homework. 
 
Homework is the responsibility of the student not the parents. 
 
Differentiation 
 
Two resource specialists coordinate with staff and parent to adjust homework and modify homework 
�‘load�’. 
 
Differentiate if parent requests. 
 
I sometimes customize my homework by reducing some amounts or adding more independent projects 
as per parent comments or concerns. I emphasize that I do not want the students spending more that 20 
minutes per day on homework. 
 
I�’m happy to modify. 
 
Negotiates for special events and medical appointments. 
 
Differentiates for several students with special needs. 
 
Translates homework for Spanish speaking families.  
 
Homework is the same for every student, but my expectations are different for different children. 
 
Homework should be given with the knowledge of the resources required to complete it including 
consumables, access to technology, access to assistance if necessary so that no student is denied an 
opportunity to participate in homework. 
  
In first and second grade the children receive leveled reading books. This is an ongoing homework 
assignment and a way to differentiate.  
 
I customize my students�’ homework by reducing some amounts or by adding independent projects as 
parents express concerns. I emphasize that I do not want students spending more than 20 minutes a day 
on homework. 
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Homework policies in my class are negotiated for struggling students and for students for whom illness 
or family stress requires it.  
 
Homework Preparation and Review 
 
I spend two hours per weekend preparing homework. 
 
A parent spends 45 minutes checking homework to check if it is completed. 
 
Teacher spends several recesses on students�’ completion of homework. 
 
Teacher spends two hours correcting and grading homework. 
 
I differentiate homework for my students. I find that it takes an inordinate amount of time to plan and 
execute this differentiation on a weekly basis. I would rather spend my time on lesson planning. 
 
Homework should be based on research. 
As teacher�’s jobs become more demanding and time consuming, it is imperative that we strive to make 
the gains for students from homework worth the time it takes teachers to plan, organize, assign, 
correct, and return homework.  
 
I spend an additional 2 hours correcting and giving an over all score of E, S, or N or each packet once 
it is returned. I include on my report card the percentage of homework packets that have been turned in 
each trimester. I make a conscious effort to make my homework relevant. I do all this because I am 
under the impression that parents in Davis want their students to have monitored homework. When I 
first returned to teaching in Davis a parent complained that my homework wasn�’t enough. I discussed 
this with my grade level team and came up with the current packet. I wouldn�’t mind reducing my 
homework requirement for 3rd graders. 
 
This is not an effective use of our time and resources.1/2 dozen emails, list serve announcements and 
an automated phone call from the superintendent is overkill. The gross time and energy dedicated to 
this during a budget crisis is unconscionable. 
 
The resources dedicated to this effort are RIDICULOUS.  
 
Achievement Gap 
 
Homework promotes the achievement gap. Even though many well-intentioned teachers don�’t mean to 
have that happen. Under achieving students don�’t have the environment and tools to complete projects 
and assignment. 
 
Students are penalized for something they cannot control. Homework requires adult intervention, but 
this is not what homework should be about. 
 
Whether or not students have family support for homework completion contributes to the achievement 
gap. If we want to address the achievement gap in a meaningful, results-driven way, then we need to 
address issues in the home, parenting skills, cultural concerns, and parent education levels as these 
contribute greatly to our students�’ success in school. Homework is the least of my concerns when I 
think about my most needy students. 



129 

 
Value of Homework 
 
Less homework for primary students is better. 
 
I think homework is meaningless.  Parents and students have very busy lives. 
 
I think there should be less of it. 
 
I wouldn�’t mind reducing my homework requirement. 
 
Research shows that homework in the elementary grades has no impact,  
positively or negatively, on student achievement. 
 
Many teachers abuse homework. They use it as a way to have students practice or study material that 
they (teachers) don�’t have time to teach. 
 
I think most teachers are not clear about the time limits for homework. 
 
There needs to be more coordination between the science prep teacher and the classroom teachers on 
the proportion of homework for each subject and the total amount that should be given. 
 
Some teachers assign homework and others don�’t. 
 
I never assign �‘busy work�’. 
 
Students should not have large amount of homework on a nightly basis. They should have occasional 
longer term projects in addition to small nightly amounts. 
 
�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…. 
 
I am very comfortable with the current homework policy. 
 
I follow the 10 minute per grade level policy. 
 
Research about homework would be helpful for a staff discussion. We do not need an in-service about 
homework. Homework is essential for students to get enough practice to master skill. There is not 
enough time in class to get that practice. 
 
Research show that homework in the elementary grades has no impact on student achievement and or 
test scores. I would prefer that homework in elementary school be based on relevant, real like subject 
matter that is literacy oriented. 
 
I think homework is essential if we are to get through the expected curriculum for our grade and 
address the standards. 
 
I do follow the homework policy. It is reasonable and supports student learning with an opportunity to 
work independently and to reinforce concepts later in the day after the information has settled, and to 
see if it has been retained. If the goal is no homework�…students are too busy with outside activities if 
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a few minutes of homework is considered too much other countries will easily produce a more 
prepared work force. 
 
Most homework in Kindergarten is for parents. We ask that they read to their children 15 minutes each 
evening. 
 
I think that reading four nights a week can create better readers who find pleasure in reading books 
they choose. Can those reading minutes be added to the time allowed for homework that targets 
spelling, math, and social studies, or science. 
 
Homework should be meaningful and thought provoking. It should be open ended and be something 
that can be done on many levels. It should enhance learning, not just take up time. 
 
Homework should only be assigned for math facts and daily independent reading. 
 
The major homework focus K-3 should be reading and mastery of basic math facts. 
 
My philosophy is that elementary homework should be a reinforcement of skills taught/used in the 
classroom. 
 
 
 

Secondary Teacher Comments 
 

Subject Dependent: 
 More math homework is needed. 
 Math practice every day.  Without Fridays included, students get 20% less practice. (X2) 
 Different subjects have different requirements: math practice a little each day, English has 

papers and projects. 
 Daily math practice is key for retaining concepts. 
 Advanced math courses require more time than regular math courses. 
 Advanced math is really 2 years combined into 1 year. 
 Students report that math takes 45 minutes �– 1 hour. 
 Too much time on math impacts students�’ ability to do other homework. 

 
Advanced Courses/Choice: 

 Time limits shouldn�’t apply to courses taken by choice. 
 Students in college prep classes should expect more homework than non-college prep classes. 
 If students/families opt to take honors classes, they need to understand/accept the extra 

workload they are signing up for. 
 Don�’t enroll in a program if it doesn�’t match a family�’s lifestyle. 
 AP courses model college courses, 2-3 hours of work per hour in class. 
 AP courses should be graded on: 1. midterm, 2. research paper, 3. final. 
 9th grade biology should count as honors (and should be exempt from homework policy limits.) 
 7th/8th graders in geometry should have the same homework expectations as freshmen.  

 
Outside Lives: 

 Homework is ruining family life. 
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 Homework seems like a punishment parents must enforce on their kids. 
 Homework should be limited to 15-20 minutes per class; kids need rest. 
 I extend due dates to give students time over the weekend if they don�’t have time during the 

week. 
 
Weekend Homework: 

 Weekend homework should be OK on a limited basis. 
 Weekend homework should be allowed within reason. 
 Not large projects, but �“normal sized�” problem sets. 

 
Type of Homework: 

 Is homework assigned busy work? 
 Homework should provide further practice, deeper understanding, or background information. 

 
Achievement Gap: 

 Technology is often a mitigating factor.  (However classroom and library are available for 
lunch-time use.) 

 Homework is a divider between the 2 sides of achievement gap. 
 Homework just separates the students with motivation from those without.   

 
 
Modifications: 

 Special ed students need modifications. 
 Modifications are done per SST, IEP, EL status, 504 plans. 
 I don�’t negotiate because I have material I need to cover and it�’s too much extra work. 
 Differentiated work is needed, but not the norm. 

 
Suggestions: 

 Go to a 4 X 4 schedule. 
 Block day every day. 
 Have period 0 (6:45), school ends at 2:30 to give students time to work. 
 Get rid of the �“no homework on Fridays�” 
 Projects need a timeline. 
 There should not be a set policy because each student is different. 
 Policy should be considered fluid (dependent on students�’ ability to focus, etc.) 
 Policy should be by site. 
 Policy should be relevant, reasonable, and responsible. 
 Policy is good, but needs to be enforced by principals. 

 
 

Secondary Teacher Comments 
 
#12 depends on the details.   Homework policy needs to allow flexibility depending on the subject - 
For algebra, I gave daily homework including Fri (not due Mon) or would not have covered the state 
standards for the course.  They needed the practice.  Now with science 7 -I give much less homework.  
I always think about the purpose of the homework.  Staff in-services have not always been useful - 
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depends so much on the presenter.  I would rather be given citations of respected research on 
homework to read and maybe discuss with interested teachers on a choice Wed am.  We have already 
discussed it at a staff and I hope those discussions have been heard.  The homework policy shouldn't 
apply to students pushed into a course they are not ready for or who have too many extracurricular 
activities- deal with these issues directly.  Homework total time limits shouldn't apply for electives 
since those courses are taken by choice and will add to the work load. 
 
I don't feel that I give excessive homework, but the accumulation of homework in multiple classes, 
sometimes multiple honors classes, does overwhelm students. 
 
Homework has value in providing practice. But also, especially in Davis, students are presented with 
so many opportunities that pull them out of class (field trips for orchestra, leadership, family vacations 
to various places) that homework often fills in for missed class time. It also can be used for valuable 
academic experiences that do not relate to a specific content standard--current events, creative projects, 
etc. 
 
I teach math and for the most part I teach 9th graders who are treated as freshman in my class.  I feel 
that 7th and 8th graders that are taking Geometry have the same standards and expectations as the 
freshmen.  I also feel it's important to practice math every day and without homework on Fridays 
students would be getting 20% less practice. 
 
Although not as rigorous as an AP course, courses that meet college-prep entrance requirements 
typically require more homework than non college-prep courses.  Therefore, students taking college 
prep math, science, English or foreign language courses should expect more homework in those 
classes, whether taken at the high school or at a junior high school site. 
 
The homework policy should reflect the idea that homework in an English class (papers and projects) 
are different than homework in a Math class (a little bit each day). 
 
Unfortunately this survey seems deeply biased and the data collected therefore potentially misleading.  
I have filled in the questions I feel I can and left the others blank (or would have but it didn't allow me 
too.  Know then that my survey should be disregarded as only the answers to questions 1 and 2 are 
accurate).  Here's what I would have said:  Of course as professional educators we discuss regularly the 
amount and type of homework given and students�’ responses to that homework.  Among the staff there 
are a number of research supported views which fundamentally differ about the amount and type of 
homework which is appropriate.  There are also those who use antidotal evidence to come up with their 
homework "policy".  I communicate my personal views on homework to parents and students 
regularly.  I modify homework as appropriate based on a students needs most often defined by things 
such as IEPs and ELL and other designations.  I rarely "negotiate" homework completion with my 
students but do take into account the other aspects of their lives.  Also realistically a single homework 
assignment has little affect on their overall success in my class (which is most often what the student or 
parent wants to discuss with me) while a pattern of not doing homework most often is accompanied by 
a pattern of lack of participation in class and lack of success on assessments and so are often dealt with 
together.      While this survey makes me question the motivation and doubt the effectiveness of the 
committee I look forward to being proven wrong and discover a realistic, bottom up, sensical 
homework policy. 
 
I would like the committee to look into the type of homework assigned in classes. Does the work 
support the lesson or curriculum, or is it just busy work. Additionally, I am concerned that teachers are 
using all of the class time for the lesson, and then sending kids home to do work, but without the 
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opportunity to ask the "expert". (teacher)    One other option I feel the committee should look into is a 
4x4 block schedule that allows for an increased workload per class since the students would only have 
to manage 4 classes at a time instead of 6 or 7. I feel this would facilitate for greater depth in 
understanding for each subject, allow for time in class to complete homework, and help kids to develop 
higher level questioning and thinking skills that will better prepare them for college. 
 
Math required daily practice...we should be able to assign a regular length (20-30 min) homework on 
Friday 
 
As a special education teacher at 2 sites, my involvement in the homework policy and negotiating 
homework has to do with modifying homework for my students. 
 
At the junior high level, the most complaints I get from parents and students about homework is NOT 
the little bit that I'm assigning, but the overwhelming amount of math homework being assigned which 
totally bogs down the student at home.  According to these complaints, this impacts students' ability to 
do homework in other classes. 
 
Every middle school that I've worked at has homework issues; it is not just this district.  It seems like 
an issue with the transition from elementary school to middle school.  I teach math, and daily math 
practice is key for retaining the concepts. 
 
Being a math teacher, we get a lot of complaints when it comes to homework. I have parents that want 
to sign off on their child's homework after they have worked on it for 30 minutes. I teach advanced 
math courses which require more time than a regular math course. In addition, not all students come 
into a math class with the same background knowledge, and will therefore need to spend different 
amounts of time on their homework. Instead of trying to figure out why a student is taking so long, 
parents are simply asking that I decrease their homework amount. In addition, I have parents that then 
complain that their child is not getting enough practice, and therefore, having a hard time in class, but 
then I explain that I cannot lengthen their homework assignments, because of the district policy. In 
addition, I cannot waste instructional time by giving students a worksheet, because it is an advanced 
course and we need to teach 2 years of math in 1 academic year. I have had to tell parents and students 
that I will give them additional work, by request, if they know that they need additional assistance on a 
particular topic. I do not think there should be a set policy for homework, because each student is 
different. If a student is struggling with homework, then we need to figure out why and deal with that 
issue. By having a set amount of time that each student should be spending we are saying that every 
student is the same, yet they are not. 
 
Why just questions on honors classes? The regular classes, especially math classes, are flooding kids 
just as much.    This survey is missing a huge constituency in asking questions about honors only.  I 
hear from parents on a regular basis that homework is ruining their family lives. We desperately need 
to re-evaluate the amount and efficacy of homework assignments. 
 
This survey specifically highlights the AP/Honors classes and does not address the issue of homework across 
departments OR the general philosophy of homework.  At our site, Math homework is something that is done 
every night and on weekends, while other departments have scaled back in an effort to lessen the load on 
students.  The total hours spent on homework is of great concern to me, as I have not seen any recent research 
on the effectiveness of homework, aside for reading for pleasure every night.  At the elementary level, I think 
that homework in the K-3 grades is preposterous and detrimental to children. 
 
#7 - negotiate homework requirements when special circumstances, such as illness or family issues, 
warrant modification of an assignment or due date    #12 - teachers have a responsibility to 
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communicate with the student and to available for communication with families; as written I interpret 
the statement to mean it is the teacher's responsibility to initiate communication with families about 
homework. I disagree with this as a general rule but acknowledge the need to initiate communication 
when a student is failing to achieve. 
 
Homework needs to be relevant, reasonable and responsible. 
 
Due to the mandate to narrow the gap between those students achieving below average, and our work 
ethic and support of students, research in reading has students need practice at their instructional level 
to improve. Teachers of reading can give some practice time in class; however, the class time must be 
used for instruction: phonemes, diagraphs, blends, syllabication, etc and practice of course. Yet, at 
home practice needs to accompany this. In addition, the practice usually includes the support of 
phonemic in developing spelling, which needs practice. This practice is in addition, to reading fluency 
and comprehension practice. So... sometimes, this maybe more than 20 mins per day, but not exceed 
60 mins per week. Now, that said, as the student develops the skills, it may take them more time to 
accomplish their homework given student characteristics such as ability to focus, environment where 
homework is being done, etc. A number such as 20 mins  is and should be considered fluid. 
 
Honors/AP- in 9th grade Biology should be considered an Honors course.  They are taking this course 
one year earlier than what is normal in California.  9th graders many times work on homework over 
the weekend because of the many activities they are involved. 
 
Parents that want their students in AP classes need to recognize that the acceleration begins in grades 6 
..... for math.  I would be interested in research staff inservice if it applies to secondary students.  
NCTM has several excellent resources that I have shared with my dept. 
 
for a website to be kept up to date to inform students and parents of the daily work assignments both in 
class, and for homework.  The web site includes additional prompts to assist parents and students.  The 
school planner is used every day, and stamped to be sure students are learning how to "organize" their 
time.  Homework is differentiated by allowing students to have their own focus.  I teach GATE, 
General, ELD, Full Inclusion and Learning Disabled students.  The hmwk has a framework that allows 
students to achieve the assignment at their level and creative input.  Technology is a mitigating factor 
for some students when it comes to research, and "presentation" of quality products.  for those 
students, the class room is made available at lunch, during my prep, and unscheduled periods and after 
school.  Our library is essential with similar hours to support student needs.  The need to have more 
meetings to discuss homework research and "talk" with each other will not be productive as my core 
collaborates and calibrates the amount of homework we give between the three of us.  We can control 
3 subjects and compliment the work and skill sets to be learned through homework and class work 
assignments.  I do not give homework on the weekend, and make sure to extend work over the 
weekend to allow students that time to use if they have such a full life they do not do homework for 
my class all week and want to use the weekend to catch up. Math consistently is the course that 
students report taking 45min to an hour.  If we are supposed to have a 20 minute hwk policy, what is 
with the Math teachers not evaluating how long it is really taking kids to finish their homework.  I 
frequently ask students how long assignments are taking.  Parents and Students are instructed to stop at 
20 minutes. Parents need to be parents and decide whether or not the student is enjoying working on an 
assignment longer or needs more teacher direction to complete the task at hand.  I require students to 
fill out a 1/2 sheet to tell me why they are not turning in an assignment.  Over and over students say 
they "forget".  Which is interesting, as they are required to write it in their planner and the website is 
available.  The Science department discusses homework, projects, expectations, and the ability of 
different populations on the campus to complete the work.  I survey students every year in a quest to 
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identify student stress, time management strategies (or lack thereof) and tensions created to busy 
lifestyles outside of school.  Students are invited to ask for extensions, and let me know when they 
have too many extracurricular activities to complete the work in class and at home.  The only 
requirement is they ask for extensions before the due date.  This is an important skill for young people 
to learn.  If students and families opt to take honors and AP classes they need to accept the additional 
work load they are signing up for.  I have tried to counsel many students and parents on an appropriate 
work load for them based on their 7th, 8th and sometimes knowing their 9th grade year. I find that 
frequently they are unable to make personal decisions on what they need, and avoid the mantra about 
how many AP classes they are going to take.  Honors classes are more appropriate than AP classes for 
many students. I just had 10th graders visit me after school today and complain that students in the AP 
classes did not know what they were getting into.  In 8th grade I have many discussions around the 
concept of what it means to take an AP class.  At program planning time, and at the end of the year 
talking about how much homework that is required for an AP class is a frequent topic.  In my opinion, 
the 20 minute homework policy can allow students to procrastinate and still get caught up.  When 
students enter high school, students with strong study habits continue to do well, and the others find 
out that they get in over their heads pretty quickly. Families have allowed student to sign up for a 
program they are not mature enough to handle.  A question not asked in the survey should reflect 
whether or not students are using class time wisely or not.  When families start complaining about the 
workload at home...the comment from our core is the student needs to use class time more wisely.   
Families have to recognize that if after school sports, music, theater, church activities, and other clubs 
are important to their child's overall growth and development something might have to give.  And for 
some kids, that means an A is not easily attainable.  What's wrong with that?  Another question not 
asked is how parents react to a students inability to achieve.  Parents will turn on teachers in a viscous 
manner to brow beat and verbally abuse them in order to change program to meet their individual 
demands.  Our UC approved classes require a different level of commitment from staff and students.  
Don't enroll in a program if it doesn't match a family�’s lifestyle is the best advice we can give some of 
these kids! 
 
Homework needs to be 20 minutes or less per subject per night. The 20 minute rule needs to apply to 
the "average" student. Homework should be a review of topics already covered in class or work that 
can be easily located in the textbook that has been assigned to the student. Homework that involves 
new topics or ideas are difficult for a student to do alone.   Projects assigned as homework need a 
timeline. Students need reminders to complete long term projects in a timely manner. For example, if a 
book report is due at the end of the quarter, then a mid quarter check should be required. this way the 
student will know they are on the right track to complete the report.   our students are busy and 
involved in their community. Spending hours each evening on homework is NOT the best way to 
engage them in learning. Sometimes, homework seems more like a punishment parents must enforce 
on their children. 
 
Our department makes a concerted effort to make sure students & parents are aware ahead of time 
about any assignments and that they should never spend more than 15-20 min MAX on any given 
night.  We do assign HW on Fridays, but try to make available more class time to aid the completion of 
it before they leave. 
 
I do not see the need to not be able to give homework on a Friday that is due on Monday.  Especially if 
the homework assignment would not take more than 15 minutes. 
 
 
I am not sure the term "negotiate" homework is really how I handle homework discussions with 
parents.  I follow IEP recommendations which occasionally affects homework.  If a student has been 



136 

out of school for a lengthy time then we discuss what they need to do to get caught up and take into 
consideration the needs of other classes.    I believe that Friday homework is appropriate as long as it is 
no more than would be assigned any weeknight.  For instance, math and foreign language classes 
which give regular but not long homework assignments. 
 
Eliminating weekend homework (due to the current homework policy enacted several years ago) has 
impacted the amount of material which can be covered in class to meet content standards. I disagree 
with the "no weekend homework" policy. 
 
Extended reading of two books per quarter (State Standards) and weekly vocabulary units 
differentiated for student ability are always required homework.  In addition, students at home type up 
compositions they have worked on in class, although if a student chooses to rework a composition for a 
second evaluation, that is homework.  The only other homework given in my class is preparing for a 
book report once a quarter. 
 
When teachers have a system of sending out progress reports, keeping up a web page with access to 
assignments/details, and respond to emails quickly they provide a communication link to the home and 
eliminate confusion and anxiety for the student and parent. Parents expect to have access to teachers' 
assignments, email, updates, etc. online. 
 
As a teacher of elective, non-core classes, I only assign homework occasionally.   As a result, I have 
only rarely needed to negotiate homework. 
 
I think the current homework policy is a good one.  ALL teachers should be following it.  When a 
teacher is not following it, parents and/or students should speak to the teacher.  If that doesn't work, 
they should talk to the principal.  The principal should enforce that the policy is being followed. 
 
Many students have a plethora of extra activities, so homework takes a back seat. Teachers should use 
their professional judgment about the need and amount of homework, and any excess should be settled 
at the site on a department or individual basis. A policy for the whole district simultaneously binds our 
hands and grants vocal parent groups excess power. 
 
This HW policy appears to be directed to address a minority but vocal group of parents.  To say that it 
is restrictive is an understatement.  At times, it does become necessary to assign something over a 
weekend and to have parents use this as an excuse for non-completion is ridiculous.  We need to revisit 
this and come up with a policy that works for us as well.  While HW over the weekend is not ideal, and 
I think most teachers would recognize this, issues that arise on weekly or daily basis may necessitate 
something being sent home.  I don't think it is an unreasonable expectation that this occur on a limited 
basis, especially at the secondary level where we are supposed to be preparing them for life out of 
school and such policies are non-existent. 
 
The current homework policy was set in place some years ago--with some resistance, as I recall.  It 
would be interesting to know if most teachers follow it.  But it would also be interesting to find out 
what is behind the resurgence of questions about it.  I really think we need to look, not at an overall 
"this is the way it is" blanket, but at individuals.  We are asked to differentiate in our classrooms, and 
students differentiate themselves based on the courses they take.  What I expect to take students 20 
minutes to complete may take some students 10 minutes and others 40--but they are all expected to 
know the same information in the end--and that is what they are tested on. 
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Ninety-five percent of the time my homework assignments are expected to be done in one night and 
turned in the next day.  I have asked students to accept the fact that this needs to be done occasionally 
for assignments given on Friday, too.  Our compromise:  the instruction is usually shorter on Friday so 
the students get the assignment with time to do half (or more) in class before they leave.  This can then 
be interpreted as "completing class work" instead of new (Friday) homework due on Monday.     I 
would recommend a homework policy revision that allows for Friday assignments to be due on 
Monday, within reason.  Not projects or extended essays, but "normal-sized" problem sets which 
students can accomplish with success having heard an explanation in class on Friday and must be done 
in preparation for Monday's new instruction.  There are so many standards to cover from late August to 
mid-April (STAR testing) that I believe my students have accepted my compromise.  They also know I 
will sweeten the deal:  no Friday assignments over breaks or after STAR testing.  I believe a very high 
percentage of my students will say they are in agreement and that this approach is working well. 
 
#7 - (Negotiate homework requirements) for my students usually occurs when flexibility / 
modifications is needed for illness, or per SST/IEP and/or EL status 
 
As a teacher, I have become more aware of students' homework issues since as a parent I have 2 
children in the Davis school system.  It is eye-opening to see the demands on students and to more 
fully realize that students work at different paces and different levels of intensity on their homework.  I 
do think it would be useful to have discussions at our school sites and within our departments on 
appropriate amounts of homework and on ways to assess the amount of time students spend on 
assignments within our classes so that teachers could consider adjusting the amount or type of 
homework that is given or how frequent. 
 
Some differentiated assignments may be considered projects or extra credit, rather than "homework" in 
my class. Differentiating homework assignments can make a lot more work for an already overworked 
teacher, depending on the subject taught, and may make it impossible to go over homework in class.   I 
tend not to negotiate homework assignments because I am teaching very specific material and have 
carefully planned out what I need to see to assess students' learning and what they need to do to learn 
the material. I also have a sensitive timeline for the material that needs to be covered, and have a 
policy which supports this need. 
 
Homework per class should be limited to no more than 15-20 minutes a night.  It is important that 
students rest during the weekend, homework should be minimal during that time. 
 
Students get overwhelmed with homework at DHS.  Teachers do not honor the policy that students not 
be given homework on Friday due Monday.  Students are expected to do homework seven days a week 
though they are only in school five days a week.  They are also given homework over vacations such 
as Thanksgiving, Winter break and Spring break.  Students are struggling to stay on top of their studies 
and some of that is due to excessive homework. 
 
This issue of homework and students being overwhelmed has to do with our schedule.  We currently 
have three days a week where students could have up to 7 classes with homework due.   We also get 
out of school at 3:30 pm way to late in the day.  How about changing 7th period and moving it to a 0 
period start at 6:45. that could get us out at 2:30 everyday and those students then would have time to 
be in extracurricular activities...and how about we block every day.  Then a student would only have 3 
to 4 classes of assignments due each day.....or we could go to a 4 by 4 system where a student takes 
only 4 classes a semester, but it counts for a year and its blocked every day.  Having students take 
fewer classes will lessen the amount of homework required in the day. 
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As a high school teacher, I view homework as a necessary evil.  I face a wide breadth of information to 
cover over the semester or year of my Social Studies course.  I assign homework that provides further 
practice and deeper familiarity of material that is covered in class, or gives background information 
that we will use during the following lesson.      Unfortunately, homework is a divider between the two 
sides of the achievement gap.  Those that have the family support, means, time, and motivation to 
complete homework gain a more thorough understanding of the material than those who do not 
complete homework.  They then score higher on assessments.      The big question, in my mind, is why 
are some students unable to complete homework?  Are they playing video games or sports and it is just 
not a high priority?  Is homework simply "out of sight, out of mind"?  Or do they not have the support 
and/or time due to work or family obligations or skill limitations outside of school?        At the high 
school level, I believe that homework is essential to student learning and understanding, especially 
when we have only 4 contacts a week for our content driven curriculum, but should be a support to the 
material taught in the classroom.    That being said, I was appalled when my neighbor told me her 
kindergartener had at least 30 minutes of homework a night.      Any change to the current homework 
policy must keep the differences between primary and secondary education in mind. 
 
AP courses are designed to model that of a college course and thus, the university standard is that a 
student should have 2-3 hours of work per course for every hour the students spends in class.  If a 
student is taking a course for 5 hours a week, then an AP student should expect 10-15 hours of outside 
study time for that particular course.  Advanced Placement, is exactly that -- ADVANCED.  The idea 
is to NOT lower the bar but rather to make the course comparable to an actual college course.  
Conventional wisdom would thus dictate that AP students in the social sciences should be graded on 
three assessments 1. Midterm  2. Research Paper  3. Final.  The teacher should be the facilitator of 
independent thinking and analysis -- not the only conduit of information. 
 
I think that homework options that allow and are designed for differentiated instruction are needed and 
not the norm in each class. 
 
There are too many qualifiers necessary to answer these questions.  The choices do not adequately 
reflect the actual answers that I would give to many of the questions.  I don't want to just criticize the 
survey; however, I don't think that meaningful data will be derived from it.  The way I figure it, no 
matter how much (or little) homework is assigned, 1/3 of the people will disagree... which third do you 
want to appease? 
 
There are a lot more important things that the district could be doing with it's time.  For instance, how 
we can improve poor facilities and classroom integrity.  A committee should be focused on an 
equitable education for our students and better use of their time during the school day.  Coming from 
the high school point of view, our students are shortchanged on more important things than homework; 
homework just separates the students with motivation from the ones without. 
 
 
 

Elementary Teacher Comments 
 
I am a special education teacher and have to modify various grade level homework.  Each teacher is 
different (some have daily assignments, some have weekly packets, some are thoughtful and attend to 
topics in class, some are handouts that are from grade level work books, some teachers help with 
differentiating homework, some don't have homework ready for me to modify).    As a special 
education teacher - question 2 of this survey reflects the grades of  current students. 
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As a third grade teacher I normally assume students should have 30 minutes of homework each day.  I 
follow the 10 minutes per grade level philosophy. 
 
Research about homework would be helpful information for a staff discussion.  I do not think we need 
an inservice about homework.  Homework is essential for students to get enough practice to master 
skills.  There is not enough time in class to get that practice.    Homework should be, for the most part, 
independent work which is why it has to be differentiated. 
 
Book-in-a-bag / Reading each night is appropriate for first grade.  We also have copies of phonics 
books to send home for reading.    Everyday Math provides parents with math games to practice in the 
homelinks book.    Additional homework in the past ended up being the top of the class doing it and 
the ones that need it the most NOT doing it.   Students unable to do the work and needing extra help 
often have parents unable to help.  2/20 students need homework sent home in Spanish. 
 
In this age of digital communication we have transferred the responsibility away from the student.  
This is a mistake that will hurt the student and our society when he/she becomes an adult.  Our 
responsibility in this matter is to the student, not to the parent. 
 
It has been shown that practice of 30 minutes per day minimum of an instrument is necessary to 
progress appropriately.  The current homework policy does not take in to consideration special needs 
for instrumental music classes. 
 
Homework is practice of lessons learned that day in class.    Elementary homework should not include 
long-term projects that have not initially been assigned and worked on at school.  Homework should 
include 30 minutes of reading but that time should not make total homework time exceed a reasonable 
amount (10 minutes per grade level.)  All elementary school sites need to adhere to the policy and be 
on the same page. 
 
Research from Marzano's "Classroom Instruction That Works" show that students who do homework 
that is relevant and receive timely feedback from their efforts make approximately a 28 % academic 
increase.  I make it a point to give my students timely feedback (within the week) on their homework 
and they are rewarded (homework club- lunchtime with the teacher and a certificate of recognition).  
Not only is their learning reinforced but they see that their efforts can pay off.  Homework is very 
important and I would upset if changes were made, at least to the elementary level.  Junior high school 
or high school may have different issues that I am not aware of. 
 
Only interested in reading research that includes second-language acquisition programs. 
 
You haven't asked if we follow the policy.  I would think this would be the primary question.  Yes, I do 
follow the homework policy.  It is reasonable and supports student learning with an opportunity to 
work independently and to reinforce concepts later in the day, after the information has settled, and to 
see if it has been retained.  If the goal is no homework... students are too busy with outside activities if 
a few minutes of homework is considered too much.  Other countries will easily produce a more 
prepared workforce.  I never assign busywork, only that which I consider necessary to support 
learning. 
 
This survey was well written, and easy to complete. It doesn't address, however, many issues, like: 
subjects assigned, length of assignments (prolonged due-dates), reading on a daily basis (as HW or just 
expected), the education level of the parents/guardians helping at home, etc. And from a teacher in a 
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bilingual program, the need to create the HW in two languages - the time involved preparing it, the 
time correcting, etc. 
 
I don't find this survey very useful. The purpose of the survey is not clear. Many teachers abuse 
homework, using it as a way to have students practice or study material they don't have time to teach. 
Some teachers assign homework other don't assign any. Should homework be optional (by the 
teacher)? Can we have a no homework policy k-6? 
 
I encourage parents to let me know if their child is having difficulty completing homework in a timely 
manner. If so, we talk about how to shorten the homework assignments to avoid frustration and 
conflicts at home. 
 
Most homework in K is for the parents.  We ask that they read to their children 15 minutes each 
evening.  Rarely, other homework may be requested for a special project.  Sometimes homework is 
totally individualized, depending on interests, skills, and needs of particular students.  Other homework 
is optional, such as that offered in the new math adoption.    I am very comfortable with current 
homework policy and practice in Kindergarten.  It seems appropriate. 
 
At back to school night I hand out a paper full of ideas called: Ways to Extend Your Child's 
Homework. this gives parents ideas on how to give their child more if they feel it is necessary. I am 
happy to modify homework for any student who is struggling with the work or for those who spend too 
much time completing it. My parents have been satisfied with my policy for the past 12 years. 
 
Many parents at the primary want MORE homework than the district HW policy indicates.  I do share 
alternatives with them, but don't give extra HW.    My grade level has met to make sure we are all 
giving about the same amount and same kinds of homework. 
 
Some thoughts:    Homework should be based on best practices supported by research.    As teacher's 
jobs become more demanding and time consuming it is imperative that we strive to make the gains for 
students from homework worth the time it takes teachers to plan, organize, assign, correct and return 
homework.    Homework should be given with the knowledge of the resources required to complete it 
including consumables, access to technology, access to assistance if necessary etc. so no student is 
denied an opportunity to participate in homework. 
 
It's hard to please everyone.  Some want more and some want less.  I send homework to reinforce what 
they are learning in class.  Generally, the students that understand it, do it.  The ones that should 
practice don't do it.  I think there should be less of it. 
 
With  the busy lives students and parents have, and the fact that students as they get older are busy 
with other pursuits, plus the fact that the students who really need to do homework, generally don't get 
the support from home, I think that homework is meaningless.  More is not often better!  The 
classroom experience, has less and less time for other pursuits such as (music/art etc) that after school 
time is now, in some cases, the only time students get to do these activities. 
 
I negotiate homework requirements when a student is attending a funeral, when a student is going to 
the dentist for many dental repairs etc. 
 
Research that I've read shows that homework in the elementary grades has no impact (positive or 
negative) on student achievement and or test scores.  I would prefer that homework in elementary 
school be based on relevant, real life subject matter that is literacy oriented.  Whether or not students 
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have family support for homework completion contributes to the achievement gap.  If we want to 
address the achievement gap in a meaningful, results-driven way then we need to address issues in the 
home, parenting skills, cultural concerns, and parent education levels as these contribute most greatly 
to our students' success in school.  Homework is the least of my concerns when I think about my most 
needy students. 
 
My homework is 20 min. of reading, 5 nights a week plus 20-30 min. of other work 5 nights a week.  
Some find it too much, while others say it's too easy.  After the first month, they all become 
accustomed to it.      For my 3rd grade students I spend about 2 hours per week, usually on a weekend, 
preparing, Xeroxing, and stapling  my weekly homework assignment, which includes a parent letter. I 
differentiate for several students who have special needs, as well as have the basics translated into 
Spanish for 5 families.  I have a parent who spends 45 min.once a week checking that students have 
completed the homework.  Sometimes I spend several recesses during the week with students who 
haven't finished their homework.  I spend an additional 2 hours correcting and giving and overall score 
of E, S, or N on each packet once it is returned.  I include on my report card the percentage of 
homework packets that have been turned in each trimester. I make a conscious effort to make my 
homework relevant.      I do all this, because I am under the impression that parents in Davis want their 
students to have monitored homework.  When I first returned to teaching in Davis, a parent complained 
that my homework wasn't enough. I discussed this with my grade level team and came up with the 
current packet. I wouldn't mind reducing my homework requirement for 3rd graders. 
 
I differentiate homework for my students.  I find that it takes an inordinate amount of time to plan and 
execute this differentiation on a weekly basis.  I would rather spend my time on lesson planning. 
 
I think homework is essential if we are do get through the expected curriculum for our grade and 
address the standards. 
 
This is not an effective use of our time and resources. 
 
My Philosophy    I think that reading four nights a week can create better readers who find pleasure in 
reading books they choose.  "The more you read, the better you read.  The better you read, the more 
you enjoy reading."  Can those minutes be added to the time allowed for homework that targets 
spelling, math, and (occasionally) social studies or science?    There can be valuable teaching moments 
resulting from homework when a primary-aged student seeks parental help.  Feedback right then and 
there is more effective than the return of scored homework a week later.    I don't use homework for 
grading purposes...just as an indicator of work habits, identifying who needs support, and any need for 
re-teaching key concepts to a small group or entire class. 
 
HW should be meaningful and thought provoking  It should be open ended and be something that can 
be done on many levels  It should enhance learning, not just take up time 
 
The resources dedicated to this effort are RIDICULOUS.  1/2 dozen emails, list serv announcements 
and an automated phone call from the Superintendent is overkill.  The gross time & energy dedicated 
to this during a budget crisis is unconscionable. 
 
I believe that homework is a factor in promoting the achievement gap - even though I know that many 
well-intentioned teachers don't mean it to be so.  When an underachieving student has no quiet place or 
quiet time at home to complete extra projects and assignments (let alone a computer or art supplies), 
that student feels less able to fulfill the teacher's expectations.  This contributes to the family's lack of 
connection to the school and perpetuates the gap between the "haves" and the "have nots".   I 
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recommend that elementary grade students be assigned ONLY math facts practice and independent 
reading on a daily basis. 
 
I think homework is very unfair for those students who have no home support.  I also hear quite 
frequently how disruptive homework if for family dynamics and relationships.  For 2/3 of our students 
homework is probably manageable most of the time, however for students who have an unstable home 
life, parents who don't speak English, and those going through a temporary crisis, homework can't be 
done.  The students end up being penalized for something they can't control.  It is my experience that 
most homework DOES require adult intervention and I think this is not what homework should be 
about. 
 
In first grade we have a reading program and children are encouraged to read with an adult for at least 
20 minutes nightly. We also promote play, creativity, game playing, bicycle riding, and participating in 
age-appropriate activities outside of school. 
 
I think most teachers are not clear about the time limits for homework.  Also, there is not much 
coordination between the science prep teacher and the regular teachers on the proportion of homework 
for each subject and the total amount that should be given.    I am concerned about the accuracy of the 
student homework survey for fourth graders because of the language and the calculations it requires, 
which may be beyond their level. 
 
I follow the district policy of 40-75 minutes per day.  It is usually less and includes reading. 
 
Davis kids are busy with outside activities.  The primary kids need more, not less unstructured time to 
be a child.  Less homework for them is better.  Homework is always repetition and most kids don't 
really need it.    You asked... 
 
I only alter homework assignments in special cases with parents, not students. 
 
I talk to the parents and students about the time expectations in the District's current policy. I also ask 
parents and students to let me know if homework is taking a lot more (or less time) so that we can 
discuss it and come up with a solution. 6th Graders should spend 50-75 minutes per night on 
homework. This is four days a week. My average is 40-60 minutes with additional time reading for 
pleasure.     I believe that homework should serve the purpose of teaching a nightly routine for later 
academic success and practice skills that were learned that day. A few (3-4 per year) long term projects 
can help develop organizational skills, but I believe they should be monitored by the teacher not the 
parents.   Although I wouldn't do away with homework entirely, I would certainly assign less if it was 
part of a new District Policy. 
 
I think that the major homework focus K-3 should be on reading and mastery of basic math facts 
(addition, subtraction, multiplication and division).    I have seen with my own children going through 
the Davis schools, that there is often little time left for reading once all the other homework is 
completed.  If teachers want to have a sense of accountability that the reading is actually being done, 
then measures like taking a Reading Counts quiz (if that applies) or a written product such as a 
summary, bulleted list of interesting points, some sort of graphic organizer either done by child or 
dictated to the parent could provide that.      I think that teachers 4th grade and higher would be happy 
to have students that have really MASTERED the basic math facts and have good number sense.  
These students would be much more ready for more complex math tasks than those that have a 
superficial knowledge. 
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Students should not have large amounts of homework on a nightly basis.     They should have 
occasional longer term projects in addition to small nightly amounts. 
 
My philosophy is that elementary school homework should be a reinforcement of skills taught/used in 
the classroom. Other than long term projects (like book reports) it should be practice of/with skills 
from daily class activities. 
 
I feel that my homework assignments evaluate what the children are learning in class.  I keep my 
parents updated on the current happenings taking place in relation to their child. 
 
Kindergarten Students at my school start reading 1 book every night in a Homework Reading Club in 
November. This policy holds throughout the year. Students also have an optional math homework 
assignment that comes from our new math adoption. Name handwriting is also an occasional 
homework assignment. The target is 10 - 15 minutes per day. 
 
In first and second grades at Pioneer, the children receive books to read which are on their reading 
levels.  This is a continual homework assignment and is a way of differentiating.  Families are asked to 
read with their students 20 minutes per night, which I believe is truly vital for them in learning to read.  
I also send home weekly spelling words to study (8) and to use in sentences, and one or two pages of 
math homework that come with the Everyday Math program (not too difficult). These all go home in a 
packet on Monday and are due on Friday. I use Thursday as a catch up night, with the assignments 
given for M-W, so they can study their spelling and read on Thursday.  I've basically done this for 26 
years with few complaints. 
 
I sometimes customize my homework by reducing some amounts or adding more independent projects 
as per parent comments/ concerns.  I emphasize I do not want the students spending more than 20 
minutes per day on homework. 
 
If there are homework issues, they should be discussed by the grades or areas where there are 
homework issues.  I do not know that homework is a first grade problem, so I would rather not have to 
discuss it in a staff meeting.  I think the affected grades should have the discussion while kindergarten 
and first grade teachers use their time in a way that is more helpful to them. 
 
The questionnaire sent to the parents had a lot to be desired.  Eg. some students are very active in 
outside activities and still have time for homework.  No place to really show that in questions.    Often 
students have a reasonable amount of homework, but for a variety of reasons, just don't do it.  That was 
not addressed either. 
 
At the fourth grade level, the new math adoption does not have enough homework directly related to 
the instruction.  There is only one assignment per lesson, and there are many times when a single 
lesson takes more than a single math period to complete.  I find I have to create homework pages to 
continue the practice of the lesson concept.    I do tend to modify homework for select students, in 
order to allow them successful practice, but generally it is just modified in difficulty or approach, 
rather than time or effort required. 
 
Home work policies in my class are negotiated for struggling students and for students for whom 
illness or family stress requires it.    I find that when I give all home work at the beginning of the week, 
class time is saved on the other four days because there is no further need to record home work for that 
week. Also, students with extra-curricular activities can plan around due dates for the whole week. 
This method also encourages organization and planning, which are necessary for success. 
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Homework in 2nd grade is an opportunity to give students responsibility, and to establish homework 
habits for all their future years in school.  My homework this year is the same for everyone, but my 
expectations are different for different children. 
 
I believe that the 2nd grade homework meets the needs and standards for the students at our school. 
 
As a resource specialist, I frequently coordinate with staff and parents to adjust homework demands to 
match the pacing of my students. We also work together to modify homework loads to keep them 
manageable. 
 
 


