
Dear Students and Colleagues,
 
As you may have seen, earlier this week the General Assembly passed 
the state's two-year, $40 billion budget. Included in this budget is the 
state appropriation for UConn. This state funding is critical to the 
university's finances as it provides nearly 30% of our overall budget.
 
A proposed budget document released earlier this year, if enacted, 
would have significantly reduced the appropriation for UConn, 
resulting in an almost $40 million budget shortfall for the university in 
the next fiscal year. However, the final budget that was passed by the 
General Assembly – and which we expect will be signed by the 
governor – restored a good deal of funding to UConn, reducing the 
expected deficit to less than $20 million.
 
We are relieved and grateful that the legislature and the governor 
agreed to restore this funding, as it will make our deficit far more 
manageable and reduce the need for the kind of deep cuts we would 
have faced with a much larger gap.
 
At the same time, spending reductions and cuts will still be necessary to
close the deficit we do face. As always, our focus will be on carrying 
out our academic plan and funding key academic priorities in support 
of teaching and research. It is vital that we remain committed to 
achieving these goals. We have come so far as an institution and we are
unwilling to see progress stall – or even reverse – when it comes to 
carrying out our academic mission and enhancing our academic 
strength.
 
During this long legislative session, students, faculty, and staff devoted 
time and energy to fighting for UConn and its state appropriation. 
Many traveled to the state capitol in Hartford multiple times to speak 
with lawmakers and testify before committees about the essential role 
UConn plays in Connecticut's economic, social, and cultural success. 
They also told legislators about the enormous opportunities UConn has 
created for its students and graduates thanks to far-reaching 
investments from the state over many years – and asked that this 



positive investment continue. 
 
To all those who were able to lend a hand or a voice: thank you! You 
clearly made a difference for our university, and especially for our 
students. We can all take a great deal of pride in your hard work and 
commitment to the UConn community, and its continued success. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Herbst


