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FEC Vindicates Buchanan 
  ----------------------------------------------- 

CREW Complaint & N. Jacksonville Case Dismissed 

Commission Finds No Wrongdoing by Campaign or Candidate 

------------------------------------------------ 

Democrats Humiliated As Political Smear Backfires 

 
WASHINGTON -- The Federal Election Commission (FEC) has dismissed a 
complaint filed by CREW against U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan and exonerated 
him in another case involving contributions from a now-defunct car 
dealership in North Jacksonville, Fla., the Buchanan campaign announced 
today. 
 
“The Congressman has been completely exonerated, as we knew he would 
be,” said spokeswoman Sally Tibbetts.  “These phony accusations have been 
exposed as dishonest and partisan attacks.”  
 
Attached are two letters from the FEC clearing Buchanan in both matters. 
The commission gave Buchanan permission to release the letters in the face 
of bogus political attacks by Democrats. 
 
The FEC letter regarding North Jacksonville on Feb. 7 to Buchanan stated: 
"After considering the circumstances of the matter, the Commission 
determined on February 1, 2011, to take no further action and close the file 
as to Vernon G. Buchanan...." 



 
In clearing Buchanan in the North Jacksonville case, the FEC concluded that 
the Hyundai dealership’s former owner, Sam Kazran, was responsible for 
violating campaign finance laws. The FEC completely rejected Kazran's false 
accusation that Buchanan told him to make illicit donations. 
 
In an unrelated matter, the FEC also cleared Buchanan in a bogus complaint 
filed in 2008 by the Washington, D.C. organization CREW, a liberal front-
group funded by special interests and run by a partisan Democrat. The left-
wing group had falsely accused Buchanan of fund-raising violations. 
 
The FEC's March 1 letter on the dismissal of CREW's complaint stated: "You 
requested the status of other allegations against Rep. Buchanan that were 
made in the complaint in this matter about which the Commission did not 
make reason to believe findings as to him. To clarify, the Commission's 
determination to take no further action and close the file in this matter as to 
Rep. Buchanan applies also to those allegations in the complaint about which 
the Commission made no findings as to him." 
 
In fact, the FEC's vindication of Buchanan in both cases came several 
months ago but could not be disclosed until today because of FEC 
confidentiality rules. It should also be noted that it was the Buchanan 
campaign that brought the questionable donations by Kazran to the 
attention of the FEC more than two and a half years ago. 
 
“The Democrats' partisan attacks have now backfired in the face of 
Buchanan’s complete exoneration by the FEC," said Tibbetts. "The 
Democrats and CREW have egg on their face and should be embarrassed by 
their cynical attacks." 
 
Buchanan sold his ownership interest in the dealership to Kazran in 2005. 
The FEC is now seeking to recover a $67,900 fine against Kazran. 
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