
Addendum to Jennifer Jacobsen CTViewpoints.org commentary on An 
Act C0ncerning Student Data Privacy      (HB     7017)

To truly make HB 7017 bill a comprehensive law within the state of 
Connecticut and in line with what so many other states have already passed I 
would like to see an amendment to the bill that addresses the following four 
areas:

Data Ownership: Who Owns the Data?

Current language in the bill: “(1) A statement that student records continue to 
be the property of and under the control of the local or regional board of 
education;”

Recommended Change: All student records are the property, and are under the
control of, the parent or legal guardian of the child, and may be held in trust by
the local board of education.  The local board of education shall safeguard the 
privacy of student records, and shall protect student records from all unlawful 
release to third parties, in accordance with state and federal statutes and 
regulations.

Parent/Eligible Student Access to P20-WIN for own child's data and 
means to rectify any misinformation.

Upon request, the local board of education shall provide immediately to the 
student, parent, or legal guardian, a copy of any student record, or data of any 
kind, that is in the possession and/or control of the local board of education 
and its agents and the state longitudinal data system  Upon the request of the 
student, parent, or legal guardian, the local board of education, and/or its 
agents, immediately shall correct any error or misinformation contained in the 
student record, or data of any kind, that is in the possession and/or control of 
the local board of education and its agents and within the state longitudinal 
data system.

 Add to the bill a FERPA provision: The state Department of Education and 
its agents, the local board of education and its agents, shall not collect, 
maintain, or disclose the following student data without the written consent of 
the parent or legal guardian of the student:
The state department of education shall not disclose, nor shall school districts 
report the following individual student data without consent: Juvenile court 
delinquency records; Criminal records; Student biometric information;Student 
medical records.

This is a very short list of information that has been protected in other state 
laws from disclosure without consent.

 Breach Statement:
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Current language in the bill: “A description of the procedures for notifying a 
student, parent or legal guardian of a student and the local or regional board of
education, the State Board of Education or the Department of Education as 
soon as practical, but not later than forty-eight hours after the contractor 
becomes aware of or suspects that any student record under the control of the 
contractor has been subject to unauthorized access or suspected unauthorized 
access.”

Change to: The State Department of Education and its agents, and the local 
board of education and its agents, shall notify the student and parent or legal 
guardian of a student of any unauthorized access, or suspected unauthorized 
access, to any student record or data of any kind that is collected, maintained, 
or in the possession and control of the State Department of Education and its 
agents, the local board of education and its agents, and any other authorized 
third party.

Each unauthorized release of, or breached access to, any student record or 
data of any kind that is collected, maintained, or in the possession and control 
of the State Department of Education and its agents, the local board of 
education and its agents, and any other authorized third party, shall be 
considered a separate violation, punishable by (add appropriate penalties- 
fines, denied access to data systems, etc).

Upon notification of an unauthorized release or breach, or suspected 
unauthorized release or breach, of student records or data of any kind, the 
State Department of Education and its agents, the local board of education and
its agents, and any authorized third party, immediately shall ensure that all 
necessary corrections are made to prevent further release or breach, and shall 
repair and rectify all harm caused by the unauthorized release or breach.

Nothing in this law prohibits a parent, board of education, and state and 
federal agencies from taking legal action against third party vendors or those 
entrusted from misusing student data that places their child, the school, or 
community at risk of harm.


