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of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Fraternity, Incorporated, against Gabriel 

Dorsey in their abuse of process and malicious and racially motivated 

prosecution including but limited to racial bias, hate, and institutional 

practices and customs. 

 

JURISDICTION AND PARTIES 

2. This action is brought pursuant to Ohio law R.C. 1745 and United States 

Constitutional Amendments IV and XIV; 42 USC §1983 and §1988 

respectively also 28 USC §1332. 

3. Defendant Sigma Alpha Epsilon is an Illinois corporation, organized and 

existing under the laws of the state of Illinois, and operating and 

conducting business in Evanston, Illinois.  

4. Defendant SAE has a local chapter in Akron, Ohio which is an 

unincorporated association in the State of Ohio that can sue and be 

sued 

5. Defendants Officers J Krantz, Lawrence Kouri, Jeff Samaco, K Pierson, and 

John/Jane Does 1-10 are Ohio law enforcement officers employed by 

the University of Akron Police Department, being sued in their 

individual capacities, were residents of Summit County at the time of 

the incident. 

6. Defendants Nicholas Weisand, Cameron Thompson, Logan Boggs, 

Brandon McWayne and John Does 1-21 were residents of Summit 
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County and at the times relevant to this incident member of Sigma 

Alpha Epsilon, Fraternity, Incorporated and members of the 

unincorporated association in Akron, Ohio. 

7. DEFENDANT BOGGS was an officer and President of the local Chapter of 

SAE; 

8. DEFENDANT THOMPSON was assigned the responsibility of manager. 

9. All of the events or omissions giving rise to this action occurred in Summit 

County, Ohio. 

10. This is an action seeking damages in excess of $5,000,000.00, exclusive of 

costs, interest, and attorney’s fees. 

 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

11. On of about February 2, 2014, Plaintiff Gabriel Dorsey, hereinafter referred 

to as PLAINTIFF was at a Super bowl party hosted by the Defendant, 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity  - University of Akron Chapter, 

hereinafter referred to as SAE; 

12. SAE provided alcohol to their guests; 

13. PLAINTIFF was interested in joining SAE; 

14. PLAINTIFF was invited by his childhood best friend and SAE Brother 

Larry Goodman.  Larry Goodman is African-American. 

15. PLAINTIFF was accompanied by his girlfriend Ashley Schill who is white. 
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16. Defendant SAE provided alcohol to guests and allowed underage 

drinking within their Fraternity house owned by SAE or some other 

unincorporated entity. 

17. SAE members assigned a risk manager responsible for the safety of guests 

and compliance with Federal, State, and Local laws for  social events 

and that brother was recklessly drinking alcohol to the point of 

intoxication. 

18. SAE is a national fraternity with active participation in the local Akron 

chapter and direct control of local activities and unincorporated 

entities; 

19. SAE charges one or more members with the responsibility of monitoring 

underage drinking and voluntarily assumes a duty to do so by virtue of 

their policy, custom, and practices regarding social welfare and alcohol 

and exercised oversight in regards to Federal, State, and local laws. 

20. Larry Goodman denounced his membership to SAE in part due to its 

culture, custom, and institutional practice of racist behavior towards 

African-Americans. 

21. Larry Goodman alleges that SAE has a practice of disliking African-

Americans within the Akron Chapter as well as elsewhere. 

22. Larry Goodman can recall routine instances whereby SAE members 

casually use the words NIGGER and NIGGA towards African-

Americans in his presence. 
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23. SAE’s practice and attitude towards African-Americans was one of the 

reasons he quit the organization. 

24. At approximately 1:00 am Defendant Nicholas Weisand, hereinafter 

referred to as WEISAND, began touching PLAINTIFF’S girlfriend in a 

sexually inappropriate manner. 

25. PLAINTIFF confronted WEISAND and WEISAND became belligerent and 

punched PLAINTIFF.   

26. PLAINTIFF defended himself and was immediately attacked by a score of 

SAE brothers. 

27. PLAINTIFF was knocked to the ground and fearful of his life and safety. 

28. Defendant Brandon McWayne, hereinafter referred to as MCWAYNE, led 

the outnumbered attack on PLAINTIFF. 

29. MCWAYNE delivered multiple violent blows to PLAINTIFF causing 

PLAINTIFF to fall to the ground. 

30. While on the ground and defenseless unknown members of SAE began 

kicking, stomping, and punching PLAINTIFF. 

31. PLAINTIFF, sustained multiple blows, kicks, and strikes while defenseless 

32. While being attacked PLAINTIFF was being called all kinds of derogatory 

names and racial slurs including NIGGER and NIGGA. 

33. PLAINTIFF was violently thrown from the SAE house all caught on video 

surveillance. 
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34. As a result of being violently attacked by a gang of SAE brothers 

PLAINTIFF sustained hand and closed head injuries. 

35. Immediately after the violent attack DEFENDANTS LOGAN BOGGS, 

hereinafter referred to as BOGGS and WEISAND conspired and 

manufactured a story implicating PLAINTIFF as the initial aggressor 

and further conspired and manufactured false reports of two additional 

unidentified black males as accomplices of PLAINTIFF. 

36. BOGGS and WEISAND both told law enforcement that PLAINTIFF and 

two mysterious black males attacked WEISAND without provocation 

then fled on foot. 

37. PLAINTIFF and his childhood best friend were the only black males at the 

party during this altercation. 

38. BOGGS, MCWAYNE, and WEISAND in concert knowingly relayed false 

information to University of Akron law enforcement officers about 

PLAINTIFF and the mystery unknown black males. 

39. Defendants Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and unknown officers failed 

to exercise due diligence or obtain probable cause prior to filing 

criminal charges for Felonious Assault against PLAINTIFF; they did 

not bother viewing the surveillance footage they immediately collected 

from the SAE fraternity house. 

40. Had Defendants Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and unknown officers 

reviewed objective evidence available to them and waited to here from 
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PLAINTIFF; Defendants Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and unknown 

officers could have avoided violating PLAINTIFF’S civil rights 

41. Defendants Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and unknown officers 

maliciously instituted prosecution, lacked probable cause and/or 

willfully ignored all information available to them. 

42. PLAINTIFF voluntarily went to the University of Akron Police 

Department at 0545 hours on or about February 2, 2014.  PLAINTIFF 

was immediately arrested on a warrant that had already been filed.  

PLAINTIFF provided his side of the story in custody.   

43. PLAINTIFF was taken to Summit County Jail.  PLAINTIFF was forced to 

bond out of jail and miss both work and school. 

44. As a result of the Felonious Assault allegation conspired by WEISAND 

and BOGGS;  Defendants Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and 

unknown officers caused PLAINTIFF to be arrested and subsequently  

expelled from all State Universities in Ohio. 

45. PLAINTIFF upon bailing out of jail was confronted by SAE members 

known and unknown by threats of violence and racial slurs including 

but not limited to NIGGER via social media and telephone messages. 

46. PLAINTIFF and Larry Goodman both witnessed the racial slurs on social 

media. 
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47. During administrative proceedings and under oath WEISAND admitted 

to being “pissed off” after the altercation on or about February 2, 2014, 

and how “they” [SAE] took to social media attacking PLAINTIFF.   

48.  On September 23, 2014, PLAINTIFF was acquitted of all criminal charges. 

49. On or about January 1, 2015, PLAINTIFF was allowed to return to the 

University of Akron. 

50. PLAINTIFF missed one year of education and was humiliated. 

 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION- FALSE ARREST §1983 

51. PLAINTIFF incorporates paragraphs 1-43 as if fully set forth herein; 

52. DEFENDANTS Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and unknown officers 

have, under color of law, deprived Gabriel Dorsey or rights, privileges, 

and immunities secured to him by the Fourth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution including the right to be 

free from unreasonable searches and seizures without probable cause. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION 42 USC § 1983 

53. PLAINTIFF incorporates paragraphs 1-43 as if fully set forth herein; 

54. DEFENDANTS Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and unknown officers 

have, under color of law, deprived Gabriel Dorsey or rights, privileges, 

and immunities secured to him by the Fourth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution including the right to be 

free from unreasonable searches and seizures without probable cause;  
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55. DEFENDANTS Krantz, Kouri, Samaco, Pierson, and unknown officers 

maliciously initiated or continued criminal prosecution against 

PLAINTIFF, and in doing so with lack of probable cause and said 

criminal proceedings resulted in an acquittal for PLAINTIFF 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION – ABUSE OF PROCESS 

56. PLAINTIFF incorporates paragraphs 1-43 as if fully set forth herein; 

57. DEFENDANTS SAE, WEISAND, MCWAYNE, BOGGS, THOMPSON and 

others unknown did conspire to initiate legal proceedings against 

PLAINTIFF; and that proceedings have been perverted to attempt to 

accomplish a racially motivated purpose; and DEFENDANTS SAE, 

WEISAND, MCWAYNE, BOGGS, THOMPSON directly caused 

PLAINTIFF harm as a result of the racially motivated use of process. 

 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION-MALICIOUS PROSECUTION 

58. PLAINTIFF hereby incorporates paragraphs 1-43 as though fully set forth 

herein. 

59. DEFENDANTS SAE, BOGGS, WEISAND, MCWAYNE, THOMPSON, 

JOHN DOE 1-21 conspired with malice and racial motivation in 

initiating or continuing criminal prosecution against PLAINTIFF, and 

doing so with lack of probable cause against PLAINTIFF. 
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FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION – ASSAULT AND BATTERY  

60. PLAINTIFF hereby incorporates paragraphs 1-43 as though fully set forth 

herein 

61. DEFENDANTS, SAE, BOGGS, THOMPSON, MCWAYNE, WEISAND 

and other unknown, by and through their association, intentionally and 

maliciously applied and threatened to apply unlawful and unnecessary 

force against PLAINTIFF 

 

JURY DEMAND 

62. PLAINTIFF request a jury trial on all claims triable to a jury 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests that this Court award: 

A. Compensatory damages in an amount in excess of $2,000,000.00; 

B. Punitive damages against the Defendants law enforcement officers in an amount 

to be shown at trial; 

C. Cost incurred in this action and reasonable attorney fees under 42 USC §1988; 

D. Prejudgment interest; and 

E. Such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper 

 

 

 

 

Case: 5:15-cv-00487  Doc #: 1  Filed:  03/13/15  11 of 12.  PageID #: 11



 12 

 

 

         

      /s/ Walter T Madison   
       ____________________________________ 

      Walter T Madison, SCR# 0071722 
      209 S Main Street, Ste 201 
      Akron, Ohio 44308 
      330-294-0716 
      330-294-0823 fax 
      Walter@WalterMadison.com 
       

 
 
 
 
  
 

Case: 5:15-cv-00487  Doc #: 1  Filed:  03/13/15  12 of 12.  PageID #: 12


