
February 5, 2015

The Honorable Nathan Deal
Governor of the State of Georgia
State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA 30301

Dear Governor Deal:

It is our understanding that you propose changing the name of the Technical 
College System of Georgia and its colleges to another name associated with 
“career colleges.”  While having great respect for you and the members of 
the General Assembly, the members of the Association of Retired Technical 
College Presidents would like to express our strong opposition to such a 
change on the grounds that are outlined below.

These technical college leaders represent hundreds of years of experience in 
building a system of colleges and training programs, managing budgets and 
coping with change. We have enormous sweat equity in what we consider 
the finest system of its kind in the world.

First, the Technical College System of Georgia and its colleges have over the 
last 15 years established a solid and well-respected reputation with the 
citizens of Georgia, businesses, and higher education.  Our colleges have 
celebrated many historic moments with our citizens, students, businesses, 
governors and legislators who have recognized the importance of these 
colleges to their local communities.  Our colleges have served hundreds of 
thousands of students and ensured that a steady pipeline of well-educated 
and trained graduates was available for entry level and advanced positions 
within their communities.  Our colleges have performed their missions with 
dignity and professionalism even through a steady erosion of state support 
and a poor economy.  Untold numbers of Georgians are working in local 
communities with higher education credentials and the chance of a better 
future because of our technical colleges.  A change to “career college” does 
nothing to enhance the reputation and acceptance of our colleges. We 
strongly believe that it would have the opposite effect and make our system 
of Georgia technical colleges indistinguishable to the public from so many of 
the less than reputable proprietary colleges and online sites that have 
proliferated to take advantage of federal Pell Grants.  All of Georgia’s 
technical colleges are now accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges to offer associate degrees.  
Our relationship with the University System of Georgia has never been better
with agreements for transfer of credits in place for the first time.  Georgia 
technical college graduates are working in some of the most prestigious 
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companies in the world.  Our graduates are also continuing their education in
some of the most prestigious universities in America.

“Technical colleges” are abundant all over the industrialized world including 
most of the countries that are Georgia’s best trading partners and those that 
invest in and create jobs in Georgia.  The missions of these technical colleges
are clearly understood among the business communities worldwide.  They 
are respected and recognized for their excellence.

Secondly, and very importantly, the cost of this change would place an 
unfunded mandate on each of the technical colleges in each of our local 
communities.  Over the last decade our colleges have been hammered by 
the decline in revenues at a time when our colleges were straining to serve 
those who wanted to be registered nurses, dental hygienists, surgical 
technologists, software developers, in addition to more traditional 
occupations.  

These programs are regulated by laws and rules which limit the number of 
students that can be accepted thus making them more costly to deliver.  
While overall enrollment has risen and declined in cyclical fashion, these 
programs which provide opportunities for our citizens to move into stable, 
high paying jobs are the costliest to deliver and have all seen extremely high
demand.  They have even been targeted by your and Governor Perdue’s 
initiatives as essential elements in Georgia’s recovery.  The cost of this 
change will run well into the millions of dollars right on top of the vast sums 
just spent on making changes because of the consolidation of our colleges.  
The mergers were administrative and did not reduce the number of sites that
TCSG colleges have around the state.  Now we are not just talking about a 
few schools as with the merger, but all of the colleges and outlying teaching 
sites.  It is our understanding that the cost of this change could be as much 
as $14,000,000.  We recommend that if millions of dollars are available to 
make the changes that would be required to campus and building signage, 
logos, marketing materials, parking decals, computer programs, employee 
and student badges and credentials and a myriad of other things, those 
dollars be put to work in our classrooms and labs, helping our students 

If a change of name would make a positive impact, would bring additional 
jobs to Georgia or in any way enhance Georgia’s economic health we would 
gladly support such a move.  However, we feel that there is no evidence 
whatsoever that this change would add any value to our system or our state.
It will place another financial burden on our colleges and divert funds from 
programs, students, instructional equipment and supplies.    

We strongly urge you and the members of the General Assembly to 
reconsider and withdraw this proposal.  
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This letter represents the retired presidents of the Technical College System 
of Georgia (listed on page 3 of this document), each of whom has had input 
into this letter and concurs in opposition to the name change proposal.

Sincerely, 

J. Robert (Bob) Jones, Chair
Association of Retired Georgia 
Technical College Presidents
President Retired Columbus Technical 
College
4890 Champions Way
Columbus, GA 31909 
(presjrj0068@gmail.com)

Dr. Judy Hulsey
President Retired 
North Georgia Technical College

Dr. Michael Moye
President Retired
Central Georgia Technical College

Dr. Paul Scott
President Retired
Altamaha Technical College

Dr. Ray Brooks

Dr. Kenneth Easom
President Retired 
Athens Technical College

Mr. Russell Vandiver
President Retired
Lanier Technical College

Mr. Steve Dougherty
President Retired
North Georgia Technical College

President Retired
Northwest Georgia Technical College

Dr. Craig McDaniel
President Retired
Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College

Dr. John Pike
President Retired 
Okefenokee Technical College

Dr. Mel Palmer
President Retired
Central Georgia Technical College

Ms. Sharon Bartels
President Retired
Gwinnett Technical College

Dr. Kenneth H. Breeden
Commissioner Retired

Technical College System of Georgia

Ms. Janet A. Sailors
President Retired
Ms. Nancy Profitt
President Retired
Appalachian Technical College

Mr. Don Speir 
President Retired
Swainsboro Technical College

Mr. Daryl Gilley
President Retired
West Georgia Technical College

Dr. Roger Slater
President Retired
West Georgia Technical College

Dr. Freida Hill
President Retired
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Southwest Georgia Technical College
Deputy Commissioner TCSG Retired

Mr. Thomas Harrison
President Retired
Pickens Technical  College

West Central Georgia Technical College
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