
Interviews: N=1,000 Massachusetts Residents (18+) 
Interviewing Period: January 15  – January 22, 2015
Margin of Error = ± 3.0% 
Designed and Directed by: SocialSphere, Inc.
Mode: Landline and Cell Phone via RDD Based Sample

INTERVIEWER:  Good evening.  Good evening.  My name is ____________ calling on behalf of a national 
research firm.  We are conducting an opinion poll of Massachusetts residents on issues facing the state and you 
have been randomly selected to participate.  I assure you that your answers will be kept completely confidential 
and this is not a sales call – we are only interested in your opinions.  May I please speak to the youngest 
[MALE/FEMALE] 18 years of age or older in your household?

1. Are you currently a resident of Massachusetts?

Yes.......................................................... 100%
All others.................................................     TERMINATE

2. Could you please tell me your age?

18 to 34................................................... 28%
35 to 44................................................... 17%
45 to 54................................................... 20%
55 to 64................................................... 16%
65 and over............................................. 19%

3. Do you know which county you live in?

Barnstable...............................................   3%
Berkshire.................................................   2%
Bristol...................................................... 9%
Dukes.....................................................           *
Essex...................................................... 12%
Franklin...................................................   1%
Hampden................................................   8%
Hampshire..............................................   3%
Middlesex............................................... 21%
Nantucket................................................           *
Norfolk.................................................... 9%
Plymouth.................................................   7%
Suffolk..................................................... 11%
Worcester............................................... 13%

4. Are you registered to vote in Massachusetts?

Yes.......................................................... 84%
No........................................................... 15%

Don’t know/Refused................................ 1%
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5. Have you ever served as a juror for a trial in Massachusetts?  IF YES:  Was it a civil trial, criminal trial, or
       have you served on both kinds of juries?

NET:  Yes                                                    ................................................         24%
Yes - Civil................................................ 10%
Yes - Criminal..........................................      9%
Yes - Both...............................................      5%

No........................................................... 75%
Don’t know.............................................. 1%

6. How much confidence do you have in the American justice system?

NET:  Confidence                                      ..................................         79%
A lot of confidence................................... 28%
Some confidence.................................... 52%

NET:  Not much/No Confidence               ...........         20%
Not much confidence.............................. 15%
No confidence......................................... 5%

Don’t know.............................................. 1%

7. Which punishment do you prefer for someone convicted of first degree murder: the death
      penalty or life in prison without the possibility of parole?   

Life in prison............................................ 60%
Death penalty.......................................... 30%

Don't know/Refused................................ 9%

8. Dzhokhar Tsarnaev faces 30 federal counts associated with the Boston Marathon bombings including
the bombing of a public place, malicious destruction of public property, carjacking, disruption of 
commerce and possession and use of a weapon of mass destruction resulting in death.  

Which punishment do you prefer for Tsarnaev if he is convicted: the death penalty or life in prison without
the possibility of parole?   

Life in prison............................................ 48%
Death penalty.......................................... 46%

Don't know/Refused................................ 6%
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9. Which of the following statements is closest to your own view about this case? 

I’m certain Tsarnaev is guilty;
nothing could persuademe otherwise..... 50%

I’m not 100% certain, but I think that 
Tsarnaev is probably guilty...................... 40%

I’m not 100% certain, but I think that
Tsarnaev is probably not guilty................ 3%

I’m certain that Tsarnaev isnot guilty;
nothingcould persuade me otherwise..... 1%

Don't know/Refused................................ 6%

10. How much confidence do you have that Tsarnaev will receive a fair trial in Massachusetts?

NET:  Confident                                         .....................................         79%
A lot of confidence................................... 47%
Some confidence.................................... 32%

NET:  Not confident                                   ...............................         19%
Not much confidence.............................. 11%
No confidence......................................... 8%

Don’t know.............................................. 2%

11. Tsarnaev was 19 years-old at the time of the Boston Marathon bombings.  Should his age be a
consideration during sentencing?

Yes.......................................................... 22%
No........................................................... 76%
Don’t know.............................................. 3%

12. Some have suggested that Dzhokhar Tsarnaev may have been pressured by his older brother Tamerlan
to commit the crimes associated with the Boston Marathon bombings.  Should this be a consideration
during his sentencing?

Yes.......................................................... 38%
No........................................................... 59%
Don’t know.............................................. 4%

Moving on now … 

13. After the bombings, the city’s rallying cry was Boston Strong.  Two years after the tragic events
associated with the Marathon bombings – do you think Boston is a stronger community, or not?

Yes.......................................................... 81%
No........................................................... 14%
Don’t know.............................................. 5%
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14. Based upon the Boston Marathon bombings, are you more likely to attend public events, less likely, or
      did the bombings have no effect on your interest in attending public events?

More likely............................................... 9%
Less likely............................................... 14%
No effect.................................................. 76%

Don't know.............................................. 1%

15. Would you say the way that local government and law enforcement handled the events associated with
the Boston Marathon bombings make you more confident that Boston could host a safe Olympic Games
in 2024, less confident, or does this have no effect on your opinion about the 2024 Olympic bid?

More confident........................................ 41%
Less confident......................................... 12%
No effect.................................................. 45%

Don’t know.............................................. 2%

16. Do you agree or disagree with the statement?
I am willing to give up some personal freedom and privacy for the sake of national security.

Agree...................................................... 58%
Disagree.................................................. 37%

Don’t know.............................................. 5%

How effective do you think the following strategies can be at preventing terrorism in the future?
 

[ROTATE SERIES]

17. Strengthening our immigration laws

NET: Effective                                            ........................................         68%
Very effective.......................................... 38%
Somewhat effective................................. 29%

NET: Not effective                                     .................................         30%
Not very effective.................................... 16%
Not at all effective................................... 13%

Don't know.............................................. 3%
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18. Increased public surveillance and cameras

NET: Effective                                            ........................................         82%
Very effective.......................................... 38%
Somewhat effective................................. 44%

NET: Not effective                                     .................................         16%
Not very effective.................................... 10%
Not at all effective................................... 7%

Don't know.............................................. 1%

19. Increased American intervention to root out terrorists abroad

NET: Effective                                            ........................................         72%
Very effective.......................................... 28%
Somewhat effective................................. 44%

NET: Not effective                                     .................................         24%
Not very effective.................................... 14%
Not at all effective................................... 10%

Don't know.............................................. 4%

Near the end -- 

20. In general, do you like to talk about current events with your friends?

Yes.......................................................... 79%
No...........................................................      20%

Don't know.............................................. 1%

21. Do you have the feeling that your friends and neighbors generally regard you as a good 
source of advice about current events?

Yes.......................................................... 69%
No........................................................... 25%

Don't know.............................................. 6%

22. In the last month, have you posted political-oriented content or commentary on a social 
media site?

Yes.......................................................... 17%
No........................................................... 82%

Don't know.............................................. *
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23. In the past 2 years have you been an active participant in a civic, community or political
organization?

Yes.......................................................... 25%
No........................................................... 75%

Don't know.............................................. *

24. In the past 2 years have you donated money to a political or issues-based cause?

Yes.......................................................... 31%
No........................................................... 68%

Don't know.............................................. 1%

25. When it comes to voting, with which party do you consider yourself to be affiliated?

Democratic party..................................... 36%
Republican party..................................... 12%
Independent/Unenrolled 
with a major party.................................... 47%

Don't know..................................................... 4%

26. When it comes to most political issues, do you think of yourself as a…?

Liberal..................................................... 26%
Moderate................................................. 40%
Conservative........................................... 27%

Don't know..................................................... 7%

27. What was the last grade you completed in school?

0-11......................................................... 11%
High school grad..................................... 26%
Technical/ Vocational.............................. 4%
Some college.......................................... 23%
College grad............................................ 19%
Graduate degree..................................... 17%

Decline to answer................................... *
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28. The next question is about the total income of YOUR HOUSEHOLD for the PAST 12 
MONTHS. Please include your income PLUS the income of all members living in your 

household (including cohabiting partners and armed forces members living at home).

$50,000 or less....................................... 29%
More than $50,000, but
less than $75,000.................................... 18%
More than $75,000, but
less than $100,000.................................. 12%
More than $100,000, but
less than $150,000.................................. 13%
More than $150,000................................ 11%

Don't know.............................................. 5%
Decline to answer................................... 11%

29. Are you now married, widowed, divorced, separated, never married, or living with a 
partner?

Married.................................................... 44%
Never Married......................................... 28%
Divorced.................................................. 9%
Widowed................................................. 9%
Living with partner................................... 6%
Separated............................................... 1%

Decline to answer................................... 2%
 

30. Which of the following is your race or origin?

White....................................................... 75%
Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin........... 10%
Black or African American....................... 7%
Asian....................................................... 5%
American Indian or Alaska Native........... *
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander.... *
Some other race .................................... 1%

Decline to answer................................... 2%

31. Gender

Male........................................................ 48%
Female.................................................... 52%
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Methodology

This poll was designed and directed by SocialSphere, Inc. and conducted by telephone between January 15 and
January 22, 2015 among a random sample of N=1,000 Massachusetts residents, age 18+.  The poll included 
landline and cell phone-only respondents.  The margin of error for the total sample is ± 3.0 points at the 95% 
confidence interval.


