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Akron Bar Association Response to Judicial Criticism: From ABA President Ann Marie O’Brien

Akron, OH, February 3, 2015 — The Mayor of the City of Akron has written a letter to the Beacon
Journal recounting his disagreements with sitting US District Court Judge John Adams. Were this simply
a private matter between two citizens, the Akron Bar Association would not be involved. Rather this
involves the Mayor's concerns about past and present cases and the alleged prejudice of a sitting federal
judge. Judges are not permitted by their codes of conduct to respond in like manner. Thus, the Akron Bar
Association must speak for Judge Adams. We understand that when emotions run high and interests are
weighty, people may resort to such approaches. However, proper regard for our system of justice dictates
that these matters be raised in the proper forum.

When parties disagree with a judge's rulings, they may appeal those rulings to a higher court. When
questions are raised about the impartiality of a judge, motions to recuse, or excuse, that judge may be
filed in court. At that point, the opposing party may reply, hearings may be held and opinions issued so
that the public will know the result of the dispute. These proceedings are conducted according to well
defined rules of procedure. Our most important societal issues are often addressed in court. That is the
way we deal with matters like this.

Our forefathers fought for a judicial system that exalts the rule of law. That system is the envy of the
world, and for good reason. Due respect for our citizens, our judges and their important concerns direct us
to use that system. Matters like this cannot and should not be resolved in the media.
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The Akron Bar Association, through education, advocacy and community service, empowers its members to reflect
the highest professional standards, enabling them to earn the community’s utmost respect so our legal system will be
recognized as fair, accessible and just.
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