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Anti-Wild and Scenic Effort Spreads Misinformation

Serious misinformation regarding Wild and Scenic designation for the South Yuba is being circulated by local 
opponents Todd Juvinall and John McAlister in a concerted effort to influence public opinion. South Yuba landowners 
and business supporters have received letters from McAlister's "Yuba River Landowners Alliance’’ containing 
significant inaccuracies and irrelevant facts regarding Wild & Scenic designation. The Nevada County Republican 
Central Committee, of which Juvinall is a member, has announced an anti-Wild & Scenic petition based on similar 
misinformation. Here are the myths and the facts concerning each of them:

Myth: Over 800 privatedly owned parcels could be condemned.
Fact: Condemnation is prohibited by law on the South Yuba.
The Wild & Scenic Rivers Act explicitly prohibits condemnation for fee title when more than 50% of a river corridor is 
publicly owned. SYRCL's recent computer analysis shows 57% public ownership, soundly confirming Bureau of Land 
Management's preliminary figure of 54%.
Fact: There has been no condemnation in fee title or for easements on any river that has been designated 
Wild and Scenic since 1976. (Beth Norcross, American Rivers, Washington, D.C.).
Fact: Of the 1900 miles of designated Wild and Scenic rivers In California, not one acre has been 
condemned. (Steve Evans, Friends of the River, Sacramento).
Fact: Condemnation is against the policy of the public agencies involved in the South Yuba.
(Deane Swickard, BLM Folsom area manager and Deen Lundeen, US Forest Service National Wild and Scenic 
coordinator).
Fact: Wild and Scenic actually prevents condemnation. Without designation, private property can be 
condemned at any time by federally-licensed dam builders. Only Wild and Scenic river designation prevents this 
condemnation.
Fact: Only 307 private parcels are within the affected corridor, not 841. The Wild and Scenic act specifies the 
river corridor as an average 1/4-mile on each side of the river above the mean high water mark.
Bottom Line: Condemnation on the South Yuba is absolutely out o f the question. The majority o f the petition's 
arguments are based on this erroneous information. No private property will be taken o ff the local tax rolls: federal 
and state agencies would not own more Nevada County land; budgets for county services are unaffected by 
designation.

Myth: There are no dams contemplated for this 39 mile stretch of the South Yuba.
Fact: A Yuba County Water Agency study has identified four "buildable" sites affecting the South Yuba.
YCWA has identified sites for massive-scale dams, all affecting this 39-mile stretch. A 400 foot dam above the town 
of Washington would flood 5 miles of canyon. A 450 foot dam above Edward's crossing would flood 10 miles to the 
town of Washington. Both projects would include a small dam at Humbug Creek to divert water into a tunnel to be cut 
through San Juan Ridge to the Middle Yuba
Fact: The South Yuba was named one of 15 National Most Threatened Rivers in April 1993. Dams are listed 
as the primary threat (American Rivers, Washington, D.C.)
Bottom Line: Several massive dam sites have been Identified for the South Yuba, any one o f which could 
have a devasting effect on the river.

Myth: Nevada County taxes could increase.
Fact: Designation incurs no C06ts to  local governments and taxpayers.
Congressionally-designated rivers such as the SouthYuba DO NOT incur costs to local governments or local 
taxpayers. The federal government is prohibited from dictating anything to state or local governments as a result of 
designation. The county remains in control of local zoning. All private property rights are retained.



Fact: Wild and Scenic status will not decrease the local tax base.
Since private property will not be condemned, the property tax base remains unchanged.
Fact: The real cost to taxpayers would be federally-funded water projects.
Federal subsidies are often given for unnecessary water projects. Local taxpayers could end up paying dearly for 
poorly-justified dam projects.
Fact: The local tax base is increased with the river protected.
Out-of-area visitors to the Yuba infuse the county with an estimated $20 million a year, a boon to local businesses 
and thus the tax base. (Figures: Ray Patton, California Department of State Parks). Additionally, property values tend 
to go up because people know the river is protected.
Bottom Line: Taxpayers fare better if  the river is protected.

Myth: Present and future water needs of Nevada County could be adversely affected. We might lose our 
main source of water.
Fact: Wild and scenic status does not affect existing water projects.
Wild and Scenic designation would not affect current water projects in the Yuba/Bear watershed. Existing water 
projects are specifically grandfathered by the Wild and Scenic Act. Designation only prevents new federally-licensed 
dams which might adversely affect the river's special values.
Fact: Future local water needs are best met using water from above the proposed corridor. The Nevada 
Irrigation District considers it not cost effective to pump water over the steep South Yuba canyon. Designation does 
not preclude water projects above and below a designated river segment if they do not adversely affect the river's 
values.
Bottom Line: Local water needs are not jeopardized by Wild and Scenic status.

Myth: Juvinall and McAlister are circulating a PBS Frontline news report "For the Good Of All" which they claim 
"graphically illustrates how the National Park Service took the homes and land of an entire town along the Chalayoka 
River in Ohio.* They imply the same thing could happen on the South Yuba.
Fact: The National Park Service is NOT involved on the South Yuba They own no land here.
Fact: The River name is really "Cuyahoga".
Fact: The Cuyahoga is NOT a Wild and Scenic River. It is a National Recreation Area The two are entirely 
different.
Bottom Line: This misinformation is totally irrelevant to the South Yuba.

Why protect the Yuba with Wild and Scenic River status?

Fact: Wild and Scenic River status is the best protection against future dam projects. It prevents 
condemnation of private land by dam developers. It protects the property rights of private landowners. It keeps county 
control of land use. It doesn't jeopardize meeting local water needs. It prevents taxpayer subsidy of dam projects. It 
requires no county or state expenditures. It doesn't cost taxpayer money. It keeps out-of-county dam developers from 
profiting from a river more valuable to the county and the nation as a river.

Fact: Wild and Scenic keeps the river as it now is, the way we've kept it. It provides recreation for residents and 
visitors, ft's a boon to the local economy. It can improve private property values. It keeps the river running free, for 
everyone and for the long run.________________________________________________________________________

Resources:
Deane Swickard, Bureau of Land Management, Folsom Area Manager, 916-985-4474
Deen Lundeen, U.S. Forest Service, National Wild and Scenic Rivers, 202-205-1405
Drew Parkin, National Park Service, Chief, Division of Rivers and Special Studies, 617-223-5130
Steve Evans, Friends of the River, Sacramento, 916-442-3155
Beth Norcross, American Rivers, Washington, D.C., 202-547-5142

written by Janaia Donaldson, chair, Private Property Owners committee, South Yuba River Citizens League Wild and Scenic campaign, July 29,1993. 
South Yuba River Citizens League: 916-265-5961. Fax 916-265-6232.
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P R E S S  R E L E A S E
Date: July 29,1993

Local Anti-Wild and Scenic Effort Campaign Linked to National "Wise Use" 
Movement

SYRCL has learned that the local anti-Wild and Scenic effort coordinated by Todd Juvinall is actually 
part of a larger, highly organized national movement that calls itself the "Wise Use" movement. At the 
Annual Wise Use Leadership Conference held last weekend at the Sparks Nugget in Reno, Mr. Juvinall 
expressed interested in fighting Wild and Scenic River designations. He also acknowledged being a 
consultant working to elect pro-Wise Users to the County Board of Supervisors.

The Wise Use movement is an agglomeration of more than 250 anti-environmental groups backed by 
major corporations and extractive industry interests. Their intent is to weaken environmental protection of 
publicly owned natural resources, permitting unrestricted access for mining, grazing, damming, and other 
extraction activities for private profit. River protection is viewed as a threat to Wise Use interests.

Mr. Juvinall has repeatedly stated that his vocal opposition to W ld and Scenic designation is strictly that 
of a "concerned citizen' interested in protecting private property rights. In a KNCO radio show July 28, 
1993 he admitted being the Executive Director of the Nevada County chapter of the California 
Association of Business, Property and Resource Owners (CABRPO), although he has used its letterhead 
since last April. According to Juvinall, CABPRO is a non-profit organization which he formed last March.

However, Juvinall has yet to acknowledge ties to the Wise Use movement and its bread agenda, while 
he and associate John McAlister have been using Wise Use tactics and materials to build local 
opposition to Wild and Scenic Designation for the South Yuba.

Those tactics include circulating misinformation; citing the Wild and Scenic Act out of context; use of 
facts and situations not relevant to the South Yuba; and inciting distrust of the federal government and 
fear of limitations on private property rights.

After sending letters to landowners near the South Yuba, McAlister has formed a "Yuba River__________
Landowners Alliance". Juvinall and McAlister have been showing a PBS Frontline report video "For the 

TjockToTAII', distnEuted locally by Juvinall, which depicts condemnation along the Cuyahoga River in 
Ohio. The Cuyahoga is a National Recreation Area, not a Wild and Scenic river, and thus is totally 
irrelevant to the South Yuba.

T he  [Landowner's Alliance] organization name, their arguments and rhetoric are the same as other anti- 
environmental groups across the nation," states Drew Parkin, National Park Service Chief of Rivers and 
Special Studies, expert on Wild and Scenic designation in the nation. T h is  PBS frontline video was 
employed by Wise Use activists to fight Wild and Scenic designation on the Farmington River."

The Farmington Landowners Alliance and New Hampshire Landowners Alliance (NHLA) were locally- 
organized groups backed by the national Wise Use movement that defeated Wild and Scenic River 
status in New England. The founder of NHLA, Cheryl Johnson, helped defeat Wild and Scenic 
designation for the Pemigewasset River, and is the secretary of the Alliance for America, an umbrella



W ise Use organization. At the Reno W ise Use conference, she announced having assembled a How-to 
packet on Defeating Wild and Scenic Rivers.

"If our opponents' information were accurate, and relevant to  the South Yuba, we would join them in 
opposing Wild and Scenic designation," said Roger Hicks, president of SYR C L T h is  is not an issue of 
private property rights focused around condemnation, as JuvinalPs smoke-screen implies. It's a big 
money issue. Dam developers stand to  gain enormously by damming the South Yuba. For example, the 
Yuba County W ater Agency made over $35 m illion dollars selling Yuba water during the recent drought. 
W ise-use is backed by big-money interests who want to use public lands for big private gain."

The enclosed myth/fact sheet addresses the primary misinformation being circulated by by McAlister and 
Juvinall.

Related note: On Sunday, August 8, Turner broadcasting w ill air a documentary on the W ise Use 
movement commissioned by the Audubon Society.

Contacts:

1. Clearinghouse for Environmental Advocacy and Research (CLEAR), W ashington, D.C. Contact 
Kathy Nemsick, 202-667-6982 (W ise Use activities/Action Alert)

2. The W ilderness Society, New Voices for the West project, Denver, Colorado.
Contact Kathy Kilmer, 303-650-5818 (Wise Use)

3. W estern States Center, W ise Use Public Exposure Project, Portland, Oregon, 503-228-88G6.

4. Montana State AFL-CIO, W ise Use Public Exposure Project. Contact: Randy Mills, 406-442-1708.

5. Drew Parkin, National Park Service, Chief, Division of Rivers and Special Studies, 617-223-5130. 
(Designation of numerous W ild and Scenic Rivers, including the Farmington River in New England, 
where W ise Use efforts are sim ilar to those on the South Yuba.)

6. Bill Burk, journalist, author o f T h e  Scent of Opportunity", concerning W ise Use activity along 
proposed W ild and Scenic Rivers in New England. This report and a newsletter summarizing it are 
available from  Political Research Associates, 617-661-9313.


