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Commissioner Donald DeFronzo 

Department of Administrative Services 

165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 

 

Re: Introduction of the State Contracting Standards Board 

 

Dear Commissioner DeFronzo:  

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the State Contracting Standards Board (SCSB).  This letter 

follows the recent letter that you received from our Chief Procurement Officer (CPO), Julia 

Lentini Marquis.  As you are aware from that prior correspondence,  the State Contracting 

Standards Board (SCSB) was statutorily created in 2009 to enhance uniformity, cost 

effectiveness, and transparency in state procurements, as well as provide training and education 

statewide to staff charged with procurement responsibilities. After a period of dormancy, the 

Board has been reconstituted and is now active.  

 

Given its re-genesis, please allow me to introduce you to the Board generally and to remind you 

about pertinent statutes under which it operates. The statutes relevant to our charge apply to state 

contracting agencies wishing to privatize a service that is currently provided by state employees 

and provides that the agencies must first seek the permission of the SCSB (see C.G.S. 4e-16(a)).  

The statutes further apply in circumstances when an agency selects a contractor through 

competitive procurement and a bidder or proposer wishes to contest that award (see C.G.S. 4e-

36).  You may wish to familiarize yourself with the entirety of C.G.S 4e-1 through 4e-47, 

inclusive, if you have not done so already.   In the last several months, the Board has been 

presented with opportunities to investigate state contracting agencies and their procurement 

practices, and, consistent with our charge, will continue to undertake such review as deemed 

necessary and appropriate by the Board.  

 

We are pleased to report that the Board also has two excellent staff members on board, both an 

Executive Director, David Guay, and the CPO, Julia Marquis, mentioned above.  Should you 

have any need to contact either of our staff members, you are invited to do so.  Mr. Guay can be 

reached at david.guay@ct.gov and Ms. Marquis at julia.marquis@ct.gov.  If you have not 

already provided Ms. Marquis with the name of your agency procurement officer in response to 

her correspondence, please take the opportunity to do so. 

 

Should you have additional questions or wish to speak with me directly, please feel free to do so.  

I can be reached at (860)525-3101 or by leaving a message with our staff at the office number  
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noted below.  Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and compliance with the statutes and 

our mission.  Thank you also for the work that you do with regard to contracts and procurements 

on behalf of the State of Connecticut.  We look forward to working with you.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Claudia Baio 

Chair 

SCSB 

 

Cc:  David Guay, Executive Director 

        Julia K.L. Marquis, Chief Procurement Officer 

 

 


