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A man beyond boundaries

‘Glanchandani’s beliefs and
struggle unrestrained by

class, religion, geography’

Speakers gather to pay tribute
to late leftwing intellectual,
writer andm o DB008 A
 OUR CORRESPONDENT

KARACHI

Sebho Gianchandani's personality, his be-
liefs and his struggle were unrestrained
by class, religion or geography. He was a
man beyond boundaries.

This was said by Comrade Rochi Ram
at a reference organised by the Sobho
Gianchandani Memorial Committee and
the Pakistan Institute of Labour Education
and Research at the Arts Council audito-
riumm on Sunday. The renowned left-wing
Jintellectual, writer and activist, who
Rabindranath Tagore had referred to as
‘the man from Moen Jo Daro', passed
away on December 8, 2014.

“Perhaps Gianchandani represented
the Pakistan that Muhammad Ali Jinnah
wanted to create," said activist IA Rehman
of the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan. "Ilearnt the real meaning of pa-
triotism from him. He remained here till
his last breath, because he did not want
to leave his birthplace and his people."

Amessage sent by the Communist Party
of India especially for the event said that
Gianchandani had repeatedly been asked
by Liaquat Ali Khan to go to India. "He
refused every time, saying that 'l am a
Sindhi, this is my land and I will never
leave it," read the message. "His most

Sobho Gianchéndani ‘

painful confinement was under the
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto regime."”

Meanwhile, historian Dr Mubarak Ali, -

who spoke to the audience via Skype, said
that Gianchandani's decision to stay in
Pakistan was actually in defiance of the
two-nation theory.,

Discussing the fate of left-wing poli-
tics in Pakistan, he said that progressive
movements had not declined. "Whenever
there is darkness, there are stars to keep
hope alive," he said. He added that those
who felt that communism had died a nat-
ural death after the collapse of the Soviet
Union should look to Gianchandani's
struggle. "His words were a ray of hope
that, seoner or later, the fascist system
would change."

According to social activist Qadir Buksh
Soomro, Gianchandani was not only a
master of Sindhi, Arabic and Persian,

but was also well-acquainted with reli-
gion. "He once wrote a letter to Maulana
Maududi about mlstakes in hlS Quramc
translations,™ Soo mifo ¢

"Maududi rephed sayin
a great favour to th Muslims."

Activist Kawish Rizvi
remarked that through the 95
years of Gianchandani’s life,
there was not a single stain on
his stature

Critic Mazhar Jamil said that
Gianchandani had been highly influ-
enced by his grandfather. "His grandfa-
ther was a staunch devotee of Guru Nanak
but he or his family never practiced
Sikhism, instead choosing to remain
Secular.” :

Activist Kawish Rizvi remarked that
through the 95 years of Gianchandani's
life, there was not a single stain on
his stature. Despite being jailed mul-
tiple times before and after Partition, he
steadfastly advocated for the rights of the
oppressed.

Rizvi added that Gianchandani believed
in Jinnah's speech of August 11, 1947,
which he claimed was censored after-
wards. "He was one of those great men
who, in their gathenng, pondered upon
ideologies for theé benefit of mankind."
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INTERNATIONAL

THENEWS

Monday, January 26, 2015

' By our correspondent
Karachi

| Comrades, poets, writers, intel-
lectuals, human rights activists
and politicians paid rich tributes
to the noted Communist leader,
writer and intellectual Sobho
Gianchandani at a reference on
Sunday.

Urdu translation of Gianchan-
dani's Sindhi autobiography
“Roshni Jo Safar” was also
launched at the event jointly or-
ganised by the Comrade Sobho
Gianchandani Memorial Com-
mittee in collaboration with the
Arts Council at its auditorium.

The leader’s son, Nirmal Gi-
anchandani, was also present on
the occasion.

The secretary-general of the
Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan, JA Rehman, said Sindh
was distinguished from other
parts of the country because the
land gave birth to several leaders
who proved themselves through
their struggles, just like Gian-
chandani.

“The land also has the credit
of creating monumental educa-
tional institutions and its people
playing key roles in a number of
movements,” he said.

Shedding light on the revolu-
tionary’s life, he further added
that Gianchandani had spent a
major portion of his life in jail be-
cause of being a communist and
struggling for the rights of work-
ers

Talking about Comrade’s life,
| he recalled that the deceased had
been disheartened at his son not
being able to get a job because
the family belonged to the Hindu
| community.
| “Even though a large number
of Muslims voted for him in
Larkana, he lost the election,”
said Rehman.

N

Noted historian Mubarak Ali
while talking to the congregation
via a video link said he had last
met Comrade Gianchandani in
May, 2014 when he had been in
Karachi to attend a labours’ con-
ference.

He said the Comrade had
been cultured in socialism be-
cause he had been educated in
Shantiniketan established by Ra-
bindranath Tagore. “His decision
to stay in Pakistan at the time of
partition was actually his defi-
ance of the two-nation theory,”
he said. ;

In Pakistan, said Dr Ali, it felt
that sometimes there was a per-
petual struggle between secular
or liberal forces and the funda-
mentalists. With time, the funda-
mentalist forces became
stronger.

Ali said Comrade Gianchan-
dani was like a glowing star who
had attempted to remove the
darkness from the society by be-
coming a symbol of hope.

“We need to move forward for
creating a society where every
person has liberty,” he said.

Director Pakistan Study Cen-
tre at Karachi University, Prof Dr
Jaffar Ahmed, said the late Com-
rade had been a creative writer
and thinker who had written co-
piously on various subjects.

He called for compiling and
researching the late leader’s writ-

Ahmed said Gianchandani
had wanted to setup an institu-
tion like the Shantiniketan in
Sindh as well but his dream re-
mained unfulfilled. :

Writer and intellectual Aman-
ullah Shaikh said he too hailed
from Larkana and had spent a
major portion of his life with the
Comrade. “He (Gianchandani)
used to have three pictures —
one of Lenin, one of Tagore and

: Glowing tributes paid :
to Sobho Gianchandani

one of Vivekananda — on the
walls of his home. They repre-
sent his lifelong struggle,” he
said.

“We need to study the reason
why Sobho had refused to mi-
grate at the time of partition. He
loved his motherland and his de-
cision proved to be right at the
end.”

Pakistan Workers' Party Pres-
ident Abid Hasan Manto said the
most befitting recruit to the late
Comrade’s life would be strength-
ening the workers’ movement in
Pakistan.

He dispelled the notion that
socialist movements in the world
had been defeated. “Actually, it is
the capitalist world which is de-
caying because of its exploitative
nature and neoliberal economic
policies,” he said.

“There is a lot of economic
and social unrest among workers
of the first world despite the fact
that their economies thrive on
capitalism.”

Manto believed that socialism
could regain its strength once
again. “Butit can only be possible
through unity,” he said.

“The trade union movement
was quite strong in Karachi
where workers launched quite a
few successful movements in the
past. But the movements were
later divided on linguistic and
sectarian lines, causing them to
crumble.”

Pakistan Institute of Labour-.
Education and Research Chief
Executive Karamat Ali said
though Gianchandani had been
born in a Hindu family, his actual
religion was humanity.

Messages from Communist
Party India (CPI) and CPI-Marx-
ist were also read out on the oc-
casion. An audio message by
peasants’ leader Jam Saqi was
also played for the audience.

>4
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