Dr. Gary Kleck

By David ]J. Bordua Professor of Criminology

Kleck’s recent research has found that higher general gun ownership rates
reduce homicide rates, probably because the violence-reducing effects of
guns among noncriminal victims and prospective victims outweigh the
violence-increasing effects of guns among criminals. Other research found
that adding more officers to a city’s police force will not produce increased
deterrence of crime. Another recent study found that victims who resist rape
attempts, including those who resist forcibly, are more likely to avoid
completion of the rape and no more likely to suffer additional injuries than
victims who do not resist.

In 1993, Dr. Kleck won the Michael J. Hindelang Award
from the American Society of Criminology for his book
Point Blank: Guns and Violence in America (Aldine de
Gruyter, 1991). He has testified before Congress and state
legislatures on gun control proposals. His research was
cited in the Supreme Court's landmark District of Columbia
v. Heller decision, which struck down the D.C. handgun
ban and held that the Second Amendment protects an
individual right to keep and bear arms.
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