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Residents seek funding to fix system 
Byline: Karl Puckett 
Residents of Trailer Terrace 1.5 miles south of Great Falls asked Cascade County commissioners for support 
Tuesday in fixing what they described as a "third-world" water and sewer system that produces severe odor 
and unfit water. 
Kim Flanagan, who lives in lot No. 123, described how the stench from an undersized sewage lagoon gets into 
her family's clothes and how water pressure is so poor family members can't take a shower. It takes 30 
minutes to load the washing machine. 
"I just wanted to let you know personally what I have experienced living out there," Flanagan said. 
Don Feist, president of Trailer Terrace Community Cooperative, said the community has 90 homes with 400 
residents. He described the water quality has "horrible." 
Comments came during a public hearing commissioners conducted to take comments on community projects 
residents believe are deserving of federal Community Block Grant Funds. 
Commissioner Jane Weber said commissioners won't decide which projects to sponsor until after a second 
public meeting is conducted later this year. 
"I would take a very, very serious look at sponsoring this one, but we're not at the point of making that 
decision yet," Weber said of Trailer Terrace. 
The state Department of Commerce will make the final decisions with recommendations from local 
governments. Cascade County projects will compete with projects statewide for a pool of $5.4 million. 
Members of the Vaughn water and sewer district also are seeking funds to upgrade their system. 
If Cascade County agrees to sponsor an application for Trailer Terrace, residents will apply for a $450,000 
CDBG grant, said Lyle Meeks, an engineer with NCI Engineering, who is working on the project. Residents 
are proposing a $2.3 million fix with the first phase costing about $1.9 million. Residents are seeking funding 
from a variety of sources. 
Improvements will include drilling two new wells and getting rid of an undersize sewage lagoon. A lift station 
would be constructed to pump water up a hill to a new storage lagoon. The waste would then be used to 
irrigate alfalfa fields. 
"It's really third world stuff," Meeks said of the current system. "It's really bad." 
Tests have shown the arsenic levels are in excess of the maximum contaminant levels set by EPA, Meeks said. 
Cascade County can recommend funding for projects in three categories: affordable housing, public facilities 
and planning. 
Trailer Terrace was constructed to house temporary Minuteman missile construction employees. 
Sheila Rice, executive director of NeighborWorks, a not-for-profit that builds affordable housing in Great 
Falls, said the city is "desperate" for good affordable housing and urged commissioners to sponsor Trailer 
Terrace. 
"You have the opportunity to push this project over the goal line," she said. 
Karl Puckett: 406-791-1471, 800-438-6600 or kpuckett- @greatfallstribune.com. Twitter: GFTrib_KPuckett. 
MORE ONLINE 
Watch residents voice their concern over system conditions at www.greatfallstribune.com. 


