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The Viscount Ridley DL
Blagdon Estate Office
Seaton Burn
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE13 6DE 

10 December, 2014
Re: Blagdon Estate Coal Mines

Dear Lord Ridley,

Season’s greetings and congratulations on the recent planning applications for 
further coal mines on your estate. I am writing about these developments for 
DeSmog UK and would be very grateful if you could provide some clarification on
a small number of points.

1. Publicly available documents say that you have an estimated 5.4m tonnes of 
coal at Shotton and a further 2.9m tonnes at Brenkley Lane. This is a total of 
8.3m tonnes. Is this coal that remains in the ground today, or the total amount 
found at your estate historically?

2. Documents published by H.J Banks state that 300,000 tonnes can now be 
mined at the Shotton Triangle Extension and 250,000 at Shotton South West 
sites. Are these amounts in addition to the 8.3m tonnes described at Question 1?

3. globalCOAL is giving the current price of coal at £73.17 per tonne (which I 
understand, historically, is low). Is this a price you would recognise? If not, where
would you price a tonne of your own coal?

4. If you have 8.3m tonnes of coal and the value is £73.17/tonne the total value 
would be £607,311,000. Is this a fair estimate, and if not what would your 
estimate be?

5. If the globalCOAL price is correct, the STE planning application will allow the 
mining of coal worth £21,951,000 by the end of 2017. The SSW planning 
application has allowed the mining of a further £18,292,500 of coal by the end of
2017. That works out at £13,414,500 worth of coal per year. Together with the 
8.3m tonnes mentioned above, this comes to a total £647,554,500 worth of coal.
Is that a fair estimate and if not what would your estimate be?

6. I understand that the cost of producing the coal will be high, and include fees 
to H.J Banks and also to the Coal Authority. Could you please provide an estimate
of what percentage your estate would expect from the sale of coal? I would want 
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to make clear to readers that you would not benefit from the entire value of the 
coal.

I understand you have previously made public statements to the effect that you 
are promoting gas rather than coal in your writing and contributions to the House
of Lords. However, I would be grateful if you could explain how you can remain 
objective on the issue of climate change when £647,554,500 (and please do 
provide your own figure if this is not correct) of your own family fortune rests on 
the future of burning coal whatever the consequences.

My email is brendan@desmog.uk and my mobile 07590030201.

I very much look forward to hearing from you.

Yours Sincerely,

Brendan Montague
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