
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        December 2, 2014 

 

 

 

Luly E. Massaro 

Clerk 

Public Utilities Commission 

89 Jefferson Boulevard 

Warwick, RI 02888 

 

In Re:  2014 Standard Offer Service Procurement Plan and 2014 Renewable Energy  

 Standard Procurement Plan – Docket No. 4393 

 

Dear Luly: 

 

Enclosed for filing are an original and 10 copies of  Daniel J. McKee’s Motion to Intervene 

in this matter. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call. 

 

        Very truly yours, 

 

 

        Michael R. McElroy 

 

MRMc:tmg 

cc: Service List 

 
McKee/Motion to Intervene 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 

IN RE: 2014 STANDARD OFFER SERVICE : 

 PROCUREMENT PLAN AND   :  DOCKET No.: 4393  

 2014 RENEWABLE ENERGY   : 

 STANDARD PROCUREMENT PLAN : 

 

MOTION TO INTERVENE OF DANIEL J. McKEE 

 

 Now comes Daniel J. McKee (McKee), by his undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Rule 

1.13 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 

hereby moves to intervene as a full party in this matter. 

1. McKee is the Lieutenant Governor-Elect of the State of Rhode Island and will be 

assuming office in early January, 2015. 

2. As the Lieutenant Governor, McKee will serve as the Chairperson of the Small 

Business Advisory Council pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 42-91-2(a). 

3. As set forth in R.I.G.L. § 42-91-3(a):  “The purpose of the council shall be to 

develop those specific and comprehensive recommendations for executive and legislative action 

as may be necessary and proper to maintain and encourage the continued viability of small 

businesses in the state.” 

4. McKee is currently the Mayor of the Town of Cumberland.   

5. McKee is also an officer of a small business in Rhode Island, McKee Brothers Oil 

Company, located in Cumberland, Rhode Island. 

6. The rate increase sought by National Grid in this matter would result in 

approximately a 30% increase to small businesses in Rhode Island.  This increase would have a 

profoundly negative effect on existing small businesses in Rhode Island.  An increase of this size 

could cause a number of small businesses in Rhode Island to fail.  In addition, an increase of this 

size could discourage new small businesses from forming in Rhode Island.   
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7. Small businesses are the backbone of the Rhode Island economy.  According to 

the Small Business Profile for Rhode Island published in February of 2013 by the United States 

Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy: 

“Small businesses significantly impact Rhode Island’s economy.  They represent 

95.9 percent of all employers and employ 55.4 percent of the private-sector labor 

force.  Small businesses are crucial to the fiscal condition of the state and 

numbered 95,471 in 2010.”  (Copy attached hereto as Exhibit 1). 

 

8. Unfortunately, however, small businesses are historically under-represented in 

matters such as the pending rate case.  The interests of residential ratepayers are vigorously 

represented by the Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (Division) and the Attorney General.  

The industrial and large commercial ratepayers in Rhode Island are often represented by The 

Energy Council of Rhode Island (TEC-RI).  However, we are unaware of any specific 

representation of the interests of small businesses in ratemaking matters. 

9. McKee, acting (a) in his individual capacity, (b) in his capacity as a small 

business owner, (c) in his capacity as the current Mayor of Cumberland, and (d) in his capacity 

as the Lieutenant Governor-Elect and incoming Chairperson of the Small Business Advisory 

Council, respectfully moves to intervene as a full party in this docket. 

10. McKee wants (a) to present arguments from the perspective of small businesses, 

(b) to let the Commission know that small businesses simply cannot sustain a rate increase of the 

magnitude proposed in this docket, and (c) to propose ways to mitigate the impact of the 

proposed rate increase. 

11. The fragile and slow economic recovery in Rhode Island could be brought to a 

halt if this full rate increase, as filed, is imposed upon small businesses. 
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12. McKee intends to file testimony in this docket from John Farley, a utility 

ratemaking expert, who is the former Executive Director of TEC-RI.  Mr. Farley will present 

suggestions for mitigation of this proposed rate increase. 

13. Commission Rule 1.13 provides in pertinent part that “any person claiming a right 

to intervene or an interest of such nature that intervention is necessary or appropriate may 

intervene in any proceeding before the Commission.”  The Rule goes on to further state that such 

a right or an interest may be: 

“an interest which may be directly affected and which is not adequately 

represented by existing parties and as to which movants may be bound by the 

Commission’s action in the proceeding.  (The following may have such an 

interest:  consumers served by the applicant . . .).”   

 

14. Rule 1.13 also provides that such right or interest may be “any other interest of 

such nature that movant’s participation may be in the public interest.”  

15. McKee agrees to be bound by the procedural schedule already established in this 

docket, and will file Mr. Farley’s testimony by December 10, 2014, simultaneously with the 

testimony of the Division. 

WHEREFORE, Daniel J. McKee, pursuant to Rule 1.13, respectfully moves for 

intervention as a full party in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel J. McKee  

By his attorney 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Michael R. McElroy, Esq. #2627 

Schacht & McElroy 

21 Dryden Lane 

P.O. Box 6721 

Providence, RI 02940-6721 

Tel: (401) 351-4100 

Fax: (401) 421-5696 

       E-mail:Michael@McElroyLawOffice.com  

mailto:Michael@McElroyLawOffice.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that on the __ day of December, 2014, I sent a true copy of the foregoing 

to the attached service list.  

 

 

       __________________________________ 

      Theresa M. Gallo 
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