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THE DES MOINES REGISTER /BLOOMBERG POLITICS IOWA POLL 

 

Study #2106 SELZER & COMPANY 

1,000 Iowa likely voters in the 2014 general election October 3-8, 2014 

   Margin of error: ± 3.1 percentage points 1,651 contacts weighted by age, sex, 

1,107 Iowa likely voters in the 2016 general election and congressional district  

   Margin of error: ± 2.9 percentage points  

 

How likely is it you will vote in the November general election for governor, U.S. Senate and other offices—will you 

definitely vote, probably vote, might or might not vote, or probably not vote, or have you already cast a ballot in early 

voting? 
    

 15 Already voted 
 

 85 Definitely vote 

 - Probably vote 

 
 - Might or might not vote 

 - Probably not vote 

 - Refused/not sure 

 

In general, do you think things in the nation are headed in the right direction, or have they gotten off on the wrong 

track? 
 

 

Right 

direction 

Wrong 

track 

Not 

sure  
     

 24 67 9  

 

What about here in Iowa?  Do you think things in the state are headed in the right direction, or have they gotten off on 

the wrong track? 
  

 
Right 

direction 

Wrong 

track 

Not 

sure  
     

 56 33 11  

 

Which of the following do you see as the most important issue for the next Congress to address?  (Read list.  Rotate.)   

   

 12 Immigration  

 15 Health care 

 14 The federal deficit  

 13 Terrorism 

 6 Taxes 

 19 Unemployment and jobs 

 7 Climate change 

 6 Foreign policy 

 2 Other (VOL) (specify:)   

 1 None of these (VOL) 

 5 Not sure  
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(Asked if definitely vote in 2014 general election:) If the election for U.S. senator were held today and the candidates listed on 

the ballot were [Bruce Braley for the Democrats] and [Joni Ernst for the Republicans], for whom would you vote?   

 

(Asked if already voted in 2014 general election:) In the election for U.S. senator, for whom did you vote—[Democrat Bruce 

Braley] or [Republican Joni Ernst]? (If not sure, ask:)  Do you just not want to tell, or do you not remember? (If decline or 

don’t remember, record as not sure in leaning and mind made up questions and skip to job approval questions. If name a candidate, 

record choice, record as mind made up in next question, and skip to job approval questions.) 

 

(Asked only of definite voters who do not name a candidate as a first choice:)  Toward which candidate would you say you are 

leaning, or support the most? 

 
(Rotate which candidate is asked first.)   
  

   

  First 

Choice 

Leaning 

(Based on all) Total 
     

 Bruce Braley for the Democrats 44 2 46 

 Joni Ernst for the Republicans 45 2 47 

 Someone else (VOL) 3 - 3 

 Not sure 8 4 4 

 

 

Would you say your mind is made up to vote for (FIRST CHOICE SENATE CANDIDATE) or could you still 

be persuaded to vote for another candidate?   

 
(Asked only of likely voters who named a candidate as first choice. By coding those who have already voted who had chosen a 

candidate as having their minds made up and adding back in those who made no first choice, based on all likely 2014 voters. 

Margin of error for Braley supporters: ± 5.2 percentage points. Margin of error for Ernst supporters: ± 5.2 percentage points.)  
  

 

Likely 

2014 

Voters 

Braley 

supporters 

Ernst 

supporters 
    

 n=1,000 n=458 n=473 
    

Mind is made up 80 85 85 

Could still be persuaded to vote for another candidate 15 14 15 

Not sure 1 1 - 

No first choice 4 n/a n/a 

 

 

I’m going to mention some elected officials.  For each, please tell me if you approve or disapprove of the way each is 

handling his job.  (Rotate list.) 

  Approve Disapprove 

Not 

Sure 
     

 Terry Branstad as governor 60 36 4 

 Barack Obama as president 39 56 5 

 Tom Harkin as U.S. senator 55 34 11 

 Chuck Grassley as U.S. senator 65 27 8 
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I'm going to mention the names of some people and organizations in the news. For each name I read, please tell me if 

your feelings toward the person are very favorable, mostly favorable, mostly unfavorable, or very unfavorable.  If you 

don’t know the person, just say so.  (Record “don’t know” as “not sure.”  Rotate list.) 
         

  
Fav Unf 

Very 

Favorable 

Mostly 

Favorable 

Mostly 

Unfavorable 

Very 

Unfavorable 

Not 

Sure 
         

 Bruce Braley, a U.S. representative and Democrat 

running for U.S. Senate 44 43 17 27 20 23 13 

 Jeb Bush, former governor of Florida 32 38 7 25 21 17 30 

 Joni Ernst, a state senator and Republican running for 

U.S. Senate 47 43 19 28 17 26 10 

 Bill Clinton, former president of the United States 57 39 26 31 22 17 4 

 Jack Hatch, a state senator and Democrat running for 

governor 38 35 12 26 19 16 27 

 Joe Biden, vice president of the United States 43 51 16 27 21 30 6 

 Terry Branstad, the current Republican governor 

running for reelection 60 37 26 34 18 19 3 

 Barack Obama, president of the United States 44 54 20 24 16 38 2 

 The Republican Party 46 49 12 34 26 23 5 

 The Democratic Party 45 49 17 28 25 24 6 

 Hillary Clinton, former secretary of state 47 49 21 26 19 30 4 

 Sarah Palin, former governor of Alaska and former 

Republican nominee for vice president 37 57 14 23 18 39 6 

 Rand Paul, U.S. senator from Kentucky 39 33 11 28 17 16 28 

 Mitt Romney, former governor of Massachusetts and 

former Republican nominee for president 48 45 17 31 24 21 7 
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I’m going to mention some pairs of positions on a number of issues.  For each, tell me which is closer to your view—

the first or the second view. (Rotate list.) 
 

 1st Coded by candidate:  B = Braley  E = Ernst 2nd 

Not 

Sure 
       

 50 Raise the minimum wage (B) OR Leave the minimum wage where it is 

and let businesses decide what works 

(E) 

48 2 

 55 Repeal Obamacare (E) OR Leave Obamacare largely the way it is 

(B) 

39 6 

 52 Push harder to reform the 

financial industry to protect 

consumers (B) 

OR Roll back reform of the financial 

industry, which went too far (E) 

32 16 

 34 Focus tax reform on tax cuts to 

working families and small 

businesses (B) 

OR Make the entire tax code flatter and 

simpler for everyone (E) 

63 3 

 31 Add private savings accounts 

to Social Security for younger 

workers (E) 

OR Keep Social Security the way it is now, 

with only minor tweaks (B) 

61 8 

 55 Address man-made climate 

change because it is real and is 

a threat (B) 

OR Do not take action on so-called climate 

change as it is just a cyclical 

phenomenon (E) 

40 5 

 45 Define marriage as between 

one man and one woman (E) 
OR Recognize equal marriage rights for 

same-sex couples (B)  

50 5 

 56 Keep abortion legal (B) OR Outlaw abortion in all but the narrowest 

exceptions 

38 6 

 55 Extend greater protection of 

the constitutional right to bear 

arms (E) 

OR Make gun laws more restrictive to keep 

guns out of the hands of criminals (B) 

41 4 

 40 Move swiftly to pass 

immigration reform including a 

pathway to citizenship for 

those in the country illegally 

(B) 

OR Wait to move on immigration matters 

until the border with Mexico is 

completely secured (E) 

52 8 

 

Some ads running on Iowa TV stations have been produced and paid for by organizations tied to the Koch brothers.  

How much would you say you know about the Koch brothers and their stands on issues—a lot, a little, or nothing at all? 
   

 26 A lot 

 41 A little 

 32 Nothing at all 

 1 Not sure 
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I’m going to mention some people who support Bruce Braley or Joni Ernst.  For each supporter, tell me if you think this 

helps or hurts the candidates.  Let’s start with (BRUCE BRALEY/JONI ERNST).  Does (NAME ON LIST) do more to 

help or more to hurt the candidate? (Rotate list.) 

  More to help More to hurt 

Not 

Sure 
     

 Joni Ernst: 

 Sarah Palin 30 56 14 

 The Koch brothers 21 50 29 

 Terry Branstad 67 21 12 

 Chuck Grassley 69 17 14 
     

 Bruce Braley: 
 Hillary Clinton 52 36 12 

 Barack Obama 36 53 11 

 Tom Harkin 60 23 17 

 Bill Clinton 65 22 13 

 

Both the Republican and the Democratic parties want to get the economy growing and to create jobs.  Which of the 

following do you think is the better approach to do that?  (Rotate options.) 
   

 49 Focus tax cuts on the middle class, raise the minimum wage, and invest in infrastructure to create new 

jobs 

 42 Reduce government spending, cut growth in Medicare and Social Security spending, cut taxes for 

everyone, and create more tax incentives for businesses to invest in new jobs 
 9 Not sure 

 

Turning to the general election for president in 2016, if the election were held today and the candidates were [HILLARY 

CLINTON FOR THE DEMOCRATS] and [NAME FROM LIST for the Republicans], for whom would you vote—

[HILLARY CLINTON/NAME ON LIST] or for someone else?   

 
(Rotate list. Also rotate order of asking Clinton versus other candidates every other interview.) 

      

 

(Based only on those who say they will definitely vote in the 2016 

general election; n=1,107.) Clinton Republican 

Other/would 

not vote 

(VOL) 

Not 

Sure 
      

 Jeb Bush, former governor from Florida 46 39 10 5 

 Chris Christie, governor of New Jersey 43 38 12 7 

 Ted Cruz, U.S. senator from Texas 45                         35 11 9 

 Rand Paul, U.S. senator from Kentucky 44 41 8 7 

 Paul Ryan, U.S. representative from Wisconsin and 

former Republican nominee for vice president 44 43 7 6 

 Mitt Romney, former governor of Massachusetts and 

former Republican nominee for president 43 44 8 5 

 Marco Rubio, U.S. senator from Florida 45 37 10 8 

 

At any time since 2007, have you considered yourself a supporter of Barack Obama?  (If yes, ask:)  How would you 

describe yourself now?  (Read list of AC=1-4.  Based on 1,000 likely voters in the 2014 general election.) 
   

 27 Yes, I still support him as much as I ever did 

 18 Yes, I still support him but not as much as before 

 5 Yes, he disappointed me and I no longer support him  

 2 Yes, I am angry and now actively oppose him 

 48 No, I never supported him 

 - Not sure 
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If the 2012 presidential election were held today, would you vote for [Barack Obama for the Democrats], [Mitt Romney 

for the Republicans], for someone else, or would you not vote? (Rotate candidate names.) 
   

 39 Barack Obama 

 41 Mitt Romney 

 16 Someone else 

 2 Would not vote 

 2 Not sure 

 

Turning now to the conflict in Iraq and Syria involving ISIS, the Islamic State: President Obama has begun military 

operations with air force bombings. He has been very clear he is ruling out any U.S. troops to engage in a ground war.  

Some want to leave that option open.  What is your thought?  Do you think the U.S. should or should not rule out having 

American boots on the ground in Iraq or Syria?   
   

 32 Should rule out boots on the ground 

 59 Should not rule out boots on the ground 

 9 Not sure 

 

Which of the following better reflects your thinking about U.S. involvement in other countries to combat serious 

terrorism threats:  (Rotate options.) 
   

 52 As a global military leader, the U.S. must take the lead in combating terrorism, even if it means acting 

alone, because it is dangerous for the U.S. to let terror groups grow 

 36 The U.S. is overextended from military actions over the last 13 years that have not turned out well—it is 

dangerous to the U.S. economy to enter new conflicts 

 12 Not sure 

 

Compared to five years ago, would you say you are better off financially, worse off, or about the same? 
   

 29 Better off 

 27 Worse off 

 43 About the same 

 1 Not sure 

Do you think it has been to Iowa’s advantage or disadvantage to have a U.S. senator from each political party? 
   

 53 Advantage 

 25 Disadvantage 

 11 Doesn’t matter (VOL) 

 11 Not sure 

 

In the 2012 election for president, did you vote for [Barack Obama for the Democrats], [Mitt Romney for the 

Republicans], for someone else, or did you not vote? (Rotate candidate names.) 
   

 45 Barack Obama 

 42 Mitt Romney 

 6 Someone else 

 4 Did not vote 

 3 Not sure 
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About the Poll 

 

The Iowa Poll, conducted Oct. 3-8 for The Des Moines Register and Bloomberg Politics by Selzer & Co. of Des Moines, 

is based on telephone interviews with 1,000 Iowans ages 18 or older who say they have already voted or will definitely 

vote in the 2014 general election and 1,107 Iowa adults who say they will definitely vote in the 2016 general election.  

 

Interviewers contacted 1,651 Iowans ages 18 or older with randomly selected landline and cell phone numbers. Responses 

were adjusted by age, sex, and congressional district to reflect the general population based on recent Census data.  

 

Questions based on the subsample of 1,000 Iowa likely voters in the 2014 election have a maximum margin of error of 

plus or minus 3.1 percentage points, and those based on the subsample of 1,107 likely voters in the 2016 election have a 

maximum margin of error of plus or minus 2.9 percentage points. This means that if this survey were repeated using the 

same questions and the same methodology, 19 times out of 20 the findings would not vary from the percentages shown 

here by more than plus or minus 3.1 percentage points or 2.9 percentage points, respectively. Results based on smaller 

samples of respondents—such as by gender or age—have a larger margin of error.  

 

Republishing the copyright Iowa Poll without credit to The Des Moines Register or Bloomberg Politics is prohibited.  

 


