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I was deeply concerned to read in Sunday's New York Times that the Brookings 
Institution accepted $14.8 million in funding from Qatar, a country with not only a troubling 
human rights record but a history of funding terrorist groups, including al Qaeda-affiliated 
groups in Syria and Libya, the Taliban and Hamas. 

I have always thought very highly of Brookings, especially for its efforts to support 
bipartisan deficit reduction efforts like the Simpson-Bowles Commission. While I recognize a 
number of other Washington-based think tanks were mentioned in the article, I was disappointed 
that Brookings would accept such a substantial amount of funding from Qatar. 

This funding particularly concerns me given Qatar's role in fundingjihadist extremists in 
Syria over the last several years. We have seen the outcome of this terrorist financing in recent 
months: genocide against Christians and other religious minorities in Iraq and Syria. The world 
witnessed the grotesque and cruel actions of the jihadist terrorists who emptied Mosul of 
Christians and tried to starve to death thousands of Y azidi refugees on a northern Iraqi mountain 
last month. Prior to the August recess, I went to the floor seven times - and those statements are 
now available on my Web site - to speak out about the atrocities taking place in Iraq and Syria at 
the hands of these terrorists. 

I am also sensitive to this issue because I represent a district that lost a large number of 
constituents in the 9/11 attacks. I was the author of language creating the National Commission 
on Terrorism, also known as the Bremer Commission, whose 2000 report warning about the 
terrorist threat to the U.S. was largely ignored until after 9/11. I am appalled at ongoing Qatari 
support and assistance for the Taliban and al Qaeda affiliates today. I think most Americans 
would agree that their funding of these terrorist groups is abhorrent and inexcusable. 

Qatar has also been a leading supporter of Hamas. Israel's ambassador to the UN, Ron 
Prosor, recently wrote an op-ed summarizing Qatar's support for Hamas: "the sheikhs of Doha, 
Qatar's capital, have funneled hundreds of millions of dollars to Gaza. Every one ofHamas's 
tunnels and rockets might as well have had a sign that read 'Made possible through a kind 
donation from the emir of Qatar."' 
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Prosnor added that the Qatari government, "harbors leading Islamist radicals like the 
spiritual leader of the global Muslim Brotherhood, Sheikh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, who issued a 
religious fatwa endorsing suicide attacks, and the Doha-based history professor Abdul Rahman 
Omeir al-Naimi, whom the United States Department of Treasury has named as a 'terrorist 
financier' for Al Qaeda. Qatar also funds a life of luxury for Khaled Meshal, the fugitive leader 
ofHamas." 

In a separate piece yesterday about Qatar's troubling history of supporting terrorist 
groups, the Times reported: "Standing at the front of a conference hall in Doha, the visiting 
sheikh told his audience of wealthy Qataris that to help the battered residents of Syria, they 
should not bother with donations to humanitarian programs or the Western-backed Free Syrian 
Army. 'Give your money to the ones who will spend it on jihad, not aid,' implored the sheikh, 
Hajaj al-Ajmi, recently identified by the United States government as a fund-raiser for Al 
Qaeda's Syrian affiliate," and continues, "for years [Qatar] has tacitly consented to open fund
raising by Sheikh Ajmi and others like him. After his pitch, which he recorded in 2012 and 
which still circulates on the Internet, a sportscaster from the government-owned network, Al 
Jazeera, lauded him." 

The article continued, "The state itself has provided at least some form of assistance -
whether sanctuary, media, money or weapons - to the Taliban of Afghanistan, Hamas of Gaza, 
rebels from Syria, militias in Libya and allies of the Muslim Brotherhood across the region," and 
"Qatar openly provides a base for leaders of the Palestinian militant group Hamas - deemed a 
terrorist organization by the United States and Israel - as well as money to help prop up its 
government in Gaza." 

Qatar, according to press reports, also has funded militants that have killed Americans in 
the region. Yesterday's Times reported, "During the 2011 uprising in Libya, Qatar supported an 
Islamist militia in Benghazi known as Rafallah al-Sehati that had relatively Western-friendly 
leaders but extremists in its ranks. The extremists later broke away to form Ansar al-Shariah, the 
militant group that played a role in the death of the American ambassador, J. Christopher 
Stevens." 

As you know, Congress relies on credible research and recommendations from think 
tanks to help with the development of legislation and oversight. When a lobbyist comes before 
an office, it is well known that they are representing a client or foreign government - and under 
the law they have to disclose it. However, think tanks are supposed to be different; they are 
considered to be independent sources of information and their policy recommendations are 
expected to in the national interest, rather than their special interest. 

As Sunday's Times pointed out, "Some scholars say the donations have led to implicit 
agreements that the research groups would refrain from criticizing the donor governments. 'If a 
member of Congress is using the Brookings reports, they should be aware - they are not getting 
the full story,' said Saleem Ali, who served as a visiting fellow at the Brookings Doha Center in 
Qatar and who said he had been told during his job interview that he could not take positions 
critical of the Qatari government in papers. 'They may not be getting a false story, but they are 
not getting the full story."' 



I hope you will end this practice of accepting money from Qatar and other foreign 
governments. The work Brookings and other think tanks do is too important to be compromised 
by the influence, whether real or perceived, of foreign governments. 

Best wishes. 


