
  
         
 

August 30, 2014 

 

 
To: File 
  
From: Michael W. Khoo 

Re: New Jersey Legislative Select Committee on Investigation 

Subject: August 27, 2014, Teleconference with Dan Bibb 

  
  

On August 27, 2014, Reid J. Schar and Michael W. Khoo spoke by telephone with attorney Dan Bibb.  
Bibb is retained by the Port Authority Police Benevolent Association (“PAPBA”) to represent officers 
employed by the Port Authority Police Department (“PAPD”).  No PAPD officers participated in the call; 
rather, Bibb previewed information that certain officers could provide if interviewed or called upon to 
testify by the New Jersey Legislative Select Committee on Investigation (the “Committee”).  This is not a 
verbatim transcript of the conversation nor is it intended to be.  Rather, what follows is a summary of 
the information that Bibb provided, arranged by potential PAPD witness. 

I. BACKGROUND 

By way of background, Bibb said that the PAPD has had a manpower shortage for some time and that, as 
a result, it is standard for PAPD officers assigned to the George Washington Bridge (“GWB”) to work 
mandatory overtime.  These overtime shifts are scheduled in advance and take the form of an early call-
in (“ECI”), in which case the officer arrives ahead of his or her normal duty shift, or a hold-over, in which 
case the officer stays beyond normal work hours. 

Bibb then discussed eleven PAPD officers1 who were stationed at the GWB during the week of 
September 9-13, 2013, during which time two of three access lanes from Fort Lee, N.J., were 
temporarily closed.  

II. PAPD WITNESSES 

A. Mike Barnable 

Mike Barnable has been a PAPD officer since August 2000 and has been assigned to the GWB for ten 
years.  He works the midnight shift, which typically runs from 10:00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m. the following 

1  These eleven officers were not the only ones assigned to the Bridge that week.  However, per Bibb, they are the 
ones whose duties that week most directly permitted them to observe the effects of the lane closures on Fort 
Lee traffic. 
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morning.  Barnable works the “construction-alpha” post, meaning he provides security while Port 
Authority civilians cone off construction sites and while work crews are on the Bridge. 

On the first day of the lane closures, September 9, 2013, Barnable was held over for an additional 4 
hours beyond his normal shift and was assigned to a traffic post.  However, this was a pre-planned hold-
over which would have happened regardless of the lane closures.  Barnable would describe the traffic in 
Fort Lee as “horrible” and would state that it took much longer than normal to clear.  He also heard 
many complaints from motorists. 

Barnable recalls that during the lane closures there was talk in the PAPD break room that the closures 
were part of a dispute between Gov. Chris Christie and Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich.  However, to his 
knowledge, the break room talk was just “cheap cop chat” and speculation. 

B. Jim Camus 

Jim Camus has been a PAPD officer since November 1993 and has been on the GWB since April 2003.  
Camus normally works the 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. overnight shift.  During the week of the lane closures 
he worked no hold-overs or ECIs and incurred no overtime.  He heard rumors that the closures were 
part of a dispute between Gov. Christie and Mayor Sokolich but has no first-hand knowledge regarding 
the origin or accuracy of the rumors. 

C. Jim Cronin 

Jim Cronin has been a PAPD officer since August 1999 and has been assigned to the GWB since 
September 2004.  Cronin normally works the day shift, which runs from 6:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  
Typically, he reports for roll call at 5:45 a.m., after which dayshift officers immediately take a one hour 
breakfast break.  At 7:00 a.m. he and other day shift officers then begin traffic duty.  When the Bridge 
traffic breaks, Cronin performs administrative work preparing responses to discovery requests. 

On the first day of the lane closures, September 9, 2013, Cronin recalled Lt. Chip Michaels or Sgt. Rhem2 
advised the incoming shift that there was a new traffic pattern on the GWB as part of a traffic study.  
The officers were directed not to move the cones.  When Cronin walked out onto the Bridge to begin his 
traffic duties he saw that Fort Lee’s access lanes had been reduced from the normal three down to one, 
and he immediately recognized there would be traffic problems.  He further noted that the cones were 
physically touching one another, whereas typically they are placed 3-4 feet apart. 

Also on the first day, Cronin observed Lt. Michaels driving David Wildstein into Fort Lee.  Cronin 
recognized Wildstein because the PAPD officers keep pictures of senior Port Authority figures posted in 
the break room so that they are aware if anyone from headquarters visits the Bridge. 

Cronin would describe the traffic as horrible.  While he normally works traffic on the Bridge until about 
9:30 a.m., on the first day of the closures he was out until 1:00 p.m.  Cronin observed that the extent of 
traffic issues tapered somewhat during the week as motorists adjusted to the new pattern, but it never 
returned to normal levels. 

2  Bibb did not know Sgt. Rhem’s first name, but identified her as a female officer on the GWB. 
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As a result of the traffic tie-ups, Cronin was delayed in getting to his normal administrative duties.  
However, he did not require any overtime to catch up. 

D. Lou Capulano 

Lou Capulano has been a PAPD officer for 20 years and has been on the GWB since 2004.  He works the 
6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. day shift.  His daytime administrative duties include logging and storing evidence 
collected in previous shifts. 

Capulano first learned of the lane closures during Monday morning roll call.  He recalled that either Lt. 
Michaels or Sgt. Rhem explained the new traffic pattern and instructed officers not to touch the cones. 

Following the breakfast break, Capulano was posted to traffic duty on Hudson Terrace.  He observed 
significant traffic delays, which incrementally improved over the week without ever returning to normal.  
At some point during the closures, Capulano and another officer, who may have been Russ Van 
Wetering, spoke to Fort Lee Police Chief Keith Bendul.  Capulano is not certain what day this occurred, 
but believes it was on Tuesday, September 10.  He recalls that Chief Bendul attributed the lane closures 
to a political disagreement between Gov. Christie and Mayor Sokolich. 

Subsequently, Capulano related his conversation to other PAPD officers and explained that, based on 
what he had heard from Chief Bendul, the lane closures were politically motivated. 

Capulano was assigned to traffic until 1:00 p.m. on the first day of the closures.  Capulano did not earn 
any overtime and was not held over during the week.  He was delayed in performing his normal 
administrative duties, but did not require overtime or additional hours to catch up. 

E. Chris Hackett 

Chris Hackett has been a PAPD officer since 1995 and has been on the GWB since 2012.  He works the 
6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. day shift.  His administrative duties include processing vehicle accident reports, 
summonses, and expungements. 

During morning roll call on the first day of the closures, September 9, 2013, Hackett learned from Lt. 
Michaels or Sgt. Rhem that there was new traffic pattern on the Bridge.  He recalls being told the 
closures were part of  traffic study and that PAPD officers were not to move the cones.  He observed 
significant traffic delays which never returned to normal despite slight improvements over the course of 
the week. 

Hackett earned no overtime and was assigned no hold-overs.  He heard rumors that the closures were 
connected to a political dispute, but he has no first-hand knowledge of any such dispute or the origin of 
the rumors. 

3 
 



  
         
 

F. Christian Orscher 

Christian Orscher has been a PAPD officer since 2002 and has been stationed at the Bridge since 2009.  
He worked a slightly modified overnight shift from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m..  He is usually posted to the 
security car, in which he checks on other posts and patrols the Bridge back-and-forth. 

On the first day of the lane closures, September 9, 2013, he was held over for three hours until 
10:00 a.m. in order to work traffic on Bruce Reynolds Boulevard.  However, this hold-over was pre-
planned and was not a result of the lane closures.  Orscher also saw Lt. Michaels driving Wildstein in and 
around Fort Lee and recognized Wildstein from his picture in the PAPD break room. 

On September 11, 2013, Orscher was again held-over until 10:00 a.m., but this, too, was a planned event 
that was not a result of the lane closures.  He would describe the traffic during the week as “horrible,” 
and, though slightly improved, still bad by the time the lanes reopened on Friday, September 13. 

Orscher heard rumors linking the lane closures to a political dispute between Gov. Christie and Mayor 
Sokolich, but cannot specify the source of the rumors. 

G. Steve Pisciotta 

Steve Pisciotta has been a PAPD officer for 12 years and has been assigned to the Bridge for 5 years.  
Pisciotta works the 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. day shift.  After working traffic duty during morning rush hour, 
Pisciotta then works any of various posts on the Bridge.  He does not have administrative duties. 

Pisciotta is typically one of the first officers to arrive for duty.  He recalls that on September 9, 2013, he 
arrived early and bumped into Lt. Michaels.  Lt. Michaels informed him of the new traffic pattern and 
instructed him not to move the cones – instructions that Lt. Michaels repeated during the morning roll 
call. 

Pisciotta observed that the lane closures were creating serious traffic disruptions.  On Tuesday, 
September 10, 2013, while stationed at the corner of Bruce Reynolds Boulevard and Martha Washington 
Way, he used police radio to report that the severe traffic was creating hazardous conditions.  He 
further requested that the cones come down and that the Fort Lee lanes be reopened. 

Deputy Inspector Darcy Licorish replied to Pisciotta by radio, telling him to “shut up” and that there 
could be no further discussion of the lane closures over the air.  Pisciotta also recalls that Lt. Michaels 
and Sgt. Rhem visited him in person at his post to tell him that his radio communication had been 
inappropriate. 

H. Ray Rodriguez 

Ray Rodriguez is now retired from the PAPD, but initially joined the force in June 1994.  He was 
stationed at the GWB since 2004.  During the lane closures, Rodriguez worked the overnight 10:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 a.m. shift.  His primary duty was to patrol the Bridge and its approach roads in the “sector car.” 

Rodriguez was off-duty on the first day of the lane closures, September 9, 2013, but learned of the 
resulting traffic from his son, who was interning at the Fort Lee Police Department.  Rodriguez’s son was 
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caught in the traffic while attempting to drive to school in Westchester, and he called his father to ask 
what had happened.  Rodriguez then called the Bridge and learned of the lane closures.  He then 
directed his son to use a Bridge entrance reserved for Port Authority personnel. 

On the second day, September 10, 2013, Rodriguez reported for duty and was held over a total of  six 
hours.  The first four had been pre-planned and were not a consequence of the lane closures.  However, 
Rodriguez stayed on the Bridge for an additional, unplanned two hours while PAPD determined if he was 
needed to help regulate traffic. 

Also on September 10, Rodriguez observed a motorist jump a traffic island in response to the 
congestion.  He issued the driver a summons. 

On Thursday, September 12, Rodriguez was held over for a pre-planned court appearance in Fort Lee.  
Rodriguez entered the court building through a restricted entrance for police and staff.  Inside, 
Rodriguez shared an elevator with a man on a cell phone who was saying that he had spoken to the 
Christie administration and that no one knew what was going on.  He also said he had spoken to PAPBA 
president Paul Nunziato, who likewise did not know what was going on.  Afterwards, Rodriguez 
identified the man on the cell phone as Mayor Sokolich, based on his later appearances in news 
coverage of the lane closures. 

Rodriguez also heard rumors among PAPD officers that the lane closures were politically motivated, but 
does not know how the rumors started. 

I. Rajiv Sama 

Rajiv Sama has been a PAPD officer for more than 20 years; however, Bibb was unsure of when Sama 
began working on the GWB.  Sama works the 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. day shift.  His administrative duties 
involve processing and securing impounded vehicles.  During morning rush hour traffic, his normal 
station is “Post 10,” which is the post that monitors Fort Lee’s three access lanes.  Sama is typically the 
officer who puts the cones out each morning to segregate Fort Lee traffic from other Bridge traffic. 

On September 9, 2013, however, Lt. Michaels instructed Sama during morning roll call that the lanes 
had already been coned off and that he was not to touch the cones.  When Sama later saw the new cone 
configuration, he noticed the cones were physically touching each other and immediately realized the 
lane reduction would create “a nightmare.”  Sama would say Lt. Michaels instructed him that for that 
day and the rest of the week he was not to report to Post 10 but, instead, he was to help manage traffic 
at the corner of Central Avenue and Bruce Reynolds Boulevard.  Sama described the traffic as “horrific,” 
with only modest improvement during the week.  To Sama’s knowledge, no one was assigned to replace 
him at Post 10. 

During the first day, Sama noticed Lt. Michaels driving Wildstein into Fort Lee, and he surmised that the 
lane closures must have been ordered by Port Authority headquarters. 

Sama received no overtime, hold-overs, or ECIs on account of the lane closures. 
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J. Angela Tait 

Angela Tait has been a PAPD officer since December 2002 and has been stationed at the GWB since 
2009.  Tait normally works the 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. day shift.  Her morning station is at the corner of 
Martha Washington Way and Bruce Reynolds Boulevard; however, she was off-duty on the first day of 
the lane closures 

Tait recalls that when she reported for roll call on Tuesday, September 10, Lt. Michaels instructed shift 
personnel not to touch the cones.  Tait heard from other officers that the situation had been the same 
the day before. 

Tait was present with Pisciotta when he made his radio request to remove the cones and re-open the 
Fort Lee lanes.  She was also present when Lt. Michaels and Sgt. Rhem visited Pisciotta in person and 
instructed him not to further discuss the closures on air.  Tait believes Dep. Insp. Licorish also gave a 
similar command in person. 

Tait recalls telling upset motorists that they should call Mayor Sokolich’s office to complain.  However, 
she would say she did so because she believed that, if Mayor Sokolich personally called the Port 
Authority, the matter would be resolved relatively quickly.  Tait would say she did not direct people to 
the mayor’s office because she thought the lane closures had political overtones. 

For the rest of the week, Tait was assigned to the New York side of the Bridge and had no further 
involvement with the Fort Lee traffic.  Tait received no overtime, hold-overs, or ECIs on account of the 
lane closures. 

K. Russ Van Wetering 

Russ Van Wetering is a 20-year veteran of the PAPD.  Bibb was unsure how long Van Wetering had been 
stationed at the Bridge, but said it had been for some time.  Van Wetering works the 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. day shift and serves as the “captain’s clerk,” essentially supporting the GWB commander. 

Van Wetering remembers that on Monday, September 9, 2013, Lt. Michaels announced the change in 
lane alignments and instructed the officers not to touch or move the cones.  During the morning rush 
hour, Van Wetering was stationed at Central Avenue and Bruce Reynolds Boulevard alongside Sama.  He 
remembers that Fort Lee traffic did not break on the first day until around 1:30 p.m.  While conditions 
improved during the week, they never returned to normal. 

Van Wetering received no overtime, hold-overs, or ECIs on account of the lane closures. 
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