
P^pp search for teen 
ANTIOCH - oTice are loQliz e k 

ing for 14-year-old Suzan.aeC^om-
•Jar^er^^who disappeared early 
"Sunday from the Hudson Apart
ments. 

The girl had been babysitting 
for her sister and was last heard 
from at about 1:30 a.m. when she 
spoke with a girlfriend on the 
phone. 

Suzanne's sister returned home 
at about 4 a.m., noticed Suzanne 
wasn't there, assumed she was 
sleeping with one of the children 
and went to bed. 

When the sister woke up at 
about noon, she discovered there 

was no trace of Suzanne and that 
her overnight bag was still in the 
apartment. 

She was apparently clad only 
in her red and white striped 
nightgown when she disappeared. 

Police found no signs of forced 
entry or a struggle. After ques
tioning family members and 
friends, detective Greg Glod said 
he knew of no reason for her 
disappearance. 

The girl was described as 5-
foot-3-inches tall, weighing 113 
pounds, with blue eyes and shoul
der-length blonde hair, and wear
ing a gold necklace with a heart. 



Teen girl's 
body found 
in river 

ANTIOCH-The nude body of a 
teen-age girl was found today 
floating 50 yards from shore in 
the San Joaquin River near An
tioch. 

Although investigators said 
they could not positively identify 
the body. Antioch police Lt. 
Glenn Blonseth said ii^.Mt^ the 
description of SuzannecBombar-
dieK 14, wha has beeirTrnssThg 
siaee early Sunday morning. 

The girl disappeared when she 
was baby-sitting her sister's chil
dren here. 

Bombardier is 5-foot-3 inches 
tall, weighs 113 pounds and has 
long blond hair. 

The Contra Costa County Coro
ners' office is performing an au
topsy using dental charts to 
make a positive identification of 
the body. 

Sgt. Francis Osborne of the 
coroners'office said the body had 
been floating in the river for 
three to five days. Bombardier's 
parents have not viewed the 
body on the recommendation of 
coroners'office. 

The body was found by a fish
erman at 10 a.m., about 100 
yards south of the PG&E plant. 



Mother of slain girl 
looks for meaning 
By Andy Jokelson / * ^~ 
Tribune StaH Writer 

Struggling in her grief to make sense of her 14-year-old 
daughter's killj;igrXalIi5^utland of Antioch said Sunday 
that Sjjzanri2_^Qmbardier'^ death made her a "sacrificial 
lamb" intende3"TfrconVey a message of Christ's love. 

Rutland, a devout Catholic, believes her daughter's 
death carried the message that "Christ died for our sins 
because he wanted us to be awake to see this . . . 

"Suzanne is my little sacrificial lamb, I really feel 
that." 

The girl's nude body was found floating in the San 
Joaquin River Friday morning, about a quarter of a mile 
west of the Antioch Bridge and about 50 yards offshore. 

She had been missing since early June 22 from the 
Antioch townhouse where she had been babysitting for her 
sister. 

No arrests have been ntade and police would -say little 
today about their investigation^ Detective Greg Glod said 
some people have been questioned but he would not elabo
rate. N. 

Rutland, speaking softly and we^ng occasionally as 

See MOTt^R, Back Page 



woliiMiutfa TTom Kage A-1 
'she discussed her dadghter, said. 
"She was always hAppy. She'd 
lead us into song, aiid laughter, 
and if everybody was sitting 
around, she'd jump up and do a 
disco." 

She described Suzanne as a 
loving, generous girl who "took 

gher sunshine to everyone," 
"stayed out of trouble, had good 
grades and "could have given the 
world so much. She had a heart 

i?so big. 
"Why would somebody pick on 

a kid like that"?" she asked. 

nmtti-grau'r at Antioch Junior 
)-High School this fall. 

Rutland said she hopes her 
daughter didn't die in vain — 
that her death will alert young 
people to be careful and wil l 
warn parents to "watch your 
kids, watch the friends they're 

I with. Watch the friends you have 
I or the enemies, what have you." 
f The Contra Costa County Coro

ner's office said Suzanne died of 
"traumatic injuries" and not of 
drowning, but would not elabo
rate, nor would Glod. 

But Rutland said a television 
picture of the body led her to 
believe Suzanne had been 
stabbed in the chest. 

Results of tests to determine 
whether Suzanne had been sex
ually molested have not been re
ceived, according to Glod. 

Identification was made 
through fingerprints matched 
with those on items in the girl's 
bedroom. 

Suzanne, who lived with her 
mother on Poppy Way, had gone 
to the townhouse of her sister, 
Stephanie Mullen, on Hudson 
Court, June 21 to babysit Mul
len's daughters. Andrea, 6, and 
Cecilia, 5, and sleep there over
night. 

Glod said the girls went to bed : 
about 9:30 p.m. in the upstairs 
portion of the two-level town-
house. 

the townhouse from a girlfriend 
who was vacationing in South 
Lake Tahoe. They talked for 
about 15 minutes. 

Suzanne disappeared sometime 
between the phone call and Mul
len's 4 a.m. return to the town-
house. There was no sign of a 
struggle. 

When Mullen came home and 
didn't see Suzanne on the couch, 
she assumed her sister was 
sleeping in an upstairs bedroom. 
Her disappearance was not con-j 
firmed until noon June 22. 

A Mass will be said for Suz
anne at 9 a.m. Tuesday at Holy 
Rosary Church, 1313 A'St., Anti-I 
och. ' 

It will include "her kind of 
music," said her mother ~ con
temporary songs that Suzanne 
liked. 



psychics fail to 
m6 giri's iciiier 
By Wanda MacClarin 
Tribune Martinez Bureau 

Readings by two psychics and 
interviews of 35 people have 
turned up no clues in the stab-
bin^,jmirder--oL4^"y^^^"**^^ Suz-
anrig BombardigL^o AntioCTrpS^ 
lice STt^ fi(^ing reward money 
will tempt someone with infor
mation to call them. 

The Kiwanis Club of Antioch 
has posted a $1,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of Bombardier's 
killer. 

In addition, an Oakley man is 
raising money in Antioch bars, 
using Suzanne's picture inside 
glass jars, for another reward 
fund. 

" I have a feeling there is 
somebody out there who knows 
something but is afraid to call 
me," said Antioch Detective 
Richard McEachin, one of the 
three officers working on the 
case. 

McEachin stressed 4;hat in
formants can remain anonymous, 
and a code number can identify 
them for the reward money. 

Bombardier's nude body was 
found floating in the San Joaquin 
River June 27, five days after 
she disappeared from her sister's 
home. 

The Antioch police team has 
checked out the suspicions of 
everyone who has called in, Mc
Eachin said, but has found no 
leads. 

Four people, including a con
victed thief who was the last per
son to see another missing ju

venile, have taken polygraph 
tests. 

Those tested with a lie detec
tor did not at first want to reveal 
their whereabouts at the time 
Bombardier disappeared, Mc
Eachin said. 

But the extensive interviewing 
of neighbors and acquaintances 
of the family, as well as tran
sients and known sex offenders, 
has only eliminated possible sus
pects. 

Antioch police have turned to 
two psychics for help. 

One, Kathleen Rhea of Cuper
tino, has aided the FBI and other 
police departments across the 
country. 

Rhea came to Antioch the day 
Bombardier's body was found 
and told officers she was sur
prised they had not yet found 
Bombardier's clothing, because it 
should be in an easily discovered 
place. 

Bombardier was wearing a red 
and white terrycloth bathrobe the 
night she disappeared. 

McEachin said he spent time 
last week and weekend searching 
the San Joaquin River bank by 
Antioch and an abandoned coal 
mine looking for the clothes, with 
no luck. 

Rhea believes the murderer is 
a man, McEachin said, and feels 
his escape route involved driving 
up onto something, where the 
killer felt a sense of freedom. 

Warren Campling of Concord 
is the other psychic the Antioch 
police have talked with, but no 
information from either one has 
been useful yet, McEachin said. 



Concern 
for stabbing 
victim, 14 
By Steve Lopez 
Tribune Martrnez Bureau 

From San Jose to Santa 
Rosa, angered citizens are 
calling Antioch police to ex
press their concern for a girl 
they neverJtrieiaL^__^^^^ 

SuzanncBombardieMw-as a 
killing v i c t i m - ^ a-st^istic. 

But Bombardier was not a 
typical victim. She was 14. 
happy, an excellent student, 
generous, an extrovert, a girl 
with a lot of friends and no 
reason to fear anything. 

"The calls were really 
widespread when she was 
first reported missing," said 
Lt. Glenn Blomseth. " I guess 
it's just the peculiar circum
stances of the case. 

"When a wholesome young 
lady such as Suzanne is a vic
tim like this, the community 
reacts more strongly than it 
otherwise might." 

Despite the dozens of calls 
fielded by police, there's at 
least one more call they'd 
like to get. 

They need a tip, something 
to help solve the mystery of 
Bombardier's death. 

^ hgCTrtrab.vMttfng 
two nieces at her sister's An
tioch home when she disap
peared June 22. Her nude 
body was found floating in 
the San Joaquin River near 
Antioch Friday morning. 

She had been stabbed in 
the chest. Police are awaiting 
laboratory tests which wil l 
determine whether she was 
sexually abused. 

"We've been talking to 
some people, but we don't 
have enough information to 
make an arrest and we're 
probably in for a pretty 
lengthy investigation," Blom
seth said. 



He refused to elaborate 
further on the investigation. 

At the home of Bombar
dier's mother, Cathy Rutland, 
Monday was another day of 
grief for dozens of family 
friends, relatives and class
mates of Suzanne. 

They talked of fond memo
ries, and sorrowfully of the 
funeral to be held today. 

"My daughter hasn't re
turned to her home,"" Rutland 
said of Stephanie Mullen, 
whose children Suzanne was 
babysitting the night she dis
appeared. 

"Her children (ages 5 and 
6) are having nightmares. 
They can't sleep at night. My 
daughter is talking about 
leaving Antioch because of 
the crime, but I know I can't 
leave. I have too many kind 
friends here. I need them and 
they need me." 



By Steve Lopez 
Tribune Martinez Bureau 

As if to savor lier glowing 
smile, golden wisps of wavy 
hair and friendlv,J<i«e^-^the 
family of SuzanneBombardicj' 
gazed at an 5- by ny«mch ph«ro 
of her at her graveside Tues
day in Lafayette. 

They passed it among each 
other as a priest eulogized the 
slain 14-year-old Antioch girl. 

It helped them remember 
happier times, but it was not 
enough to distract them fronf 
the floral wreaths^and^Hhe-
gray, overcast silence^t Qu^M. 
of Heaven CemeleryV. 

More than 100 frieiKiii_jiflra 
relatives attended the burial. 
More than 200 had been at the 
Mass earlier in Antioch. 

Many in the crowd were 
classmates and friends of Bom
bardier. Their tears were evi
dence of their inability to find 
a reason for her tragic death. 

In a barely audible, solemn 
address at the burial site, Theo
dore Bombardier urged those 
present to remember the joy
ous times during his daughter's 
life and to help pull each other 
together. 

There were more tears and 
more embracing as flowers 

were placed on the white, gold-
trimmed casket. 

In the background, a white 
religous monument cut into the 
horizon. A breeze fanned the 
flowers of 12 colorful wreaths 
and weeping friends of Bom
bardier stepped forward to kiss 
her casket. 

The expression on most faces 
was one of disbelief. It still is 
not known why Bombardier 
was abducted from her sister's 
Antioch townhouse June 22 and 

•st^bed to death. 
A''po\ice carefully examined 
•bombardier's background to 
see if there was evidence that 
she was the type to attract 
trouble. 

They found none, making the 
case as baffling to them as it is 
to those who knew Bombardier. 

They are going on the theory 
that the ninth-grade cheerlead
er from Antioch Jr. High was a 
chance victim of someone with
out any real reason to kill. 

•'Nothing new. No develop
ments." Lt. Glenn Blomseth 
said Tuesday of the investiga
tion by Antioch police. 

Bombardier's body was 
found floating in the San Joa
quin River near Antioch last 
Friday. 


