
Responses to Wisconsin Freedom of Information 
Council questionnaire  from Brad Schimel

1) Do you support limiting the amount of information 
available to the public on the Wisconsin Circuit Court Access 
website? If so, why? If not, why not?

It’s important to recognize and celebrate Wisconsin’s strong 
open meetings and public records laws. Transparency is the 
cornerstone of democracy. As an elected District Attorney 
with 25 years of experience as a frontline prosecutor, I 
recognize that citizens cannot hold their elected officials 
accountable in a representative government unless 
government is performed in the open. I will voice my 
objections if the legislature attempted to make it more 
difficult for citizens to gain access to public records, 
including court records available through CCAP.

2) Do you favor recent bills to make state lawmakers subject
to state records retention rules? If so, why? If not, why not?

I do not think it is good public policy for government to make
it harder for the public to access public records. It’s not clear
to me why the records retention rules that apply to other 
government officials would not apply to state lawmakers. 
However, this is a policy decision to be made by the 
legislature and as Attorney General, I will enforce the rules 
as they are written.

3) Would you support making the Legislature subject to the 
state open meetings law? If so, why? If not, why not?

The question covers too broad a topic to enable a direct 
response, however my belief is more transparency and 
openness is beneficial to all citizens. Ultimately, whether all 
aspects of the state open meetings law should apply to the 
Wisconsin State Legislature is a legislative determination and



as Attorney General, I will enforce the laws the way they are 
written.

4) Would you favor ending the open-records exemption for 
prosecutors’ records? If so, why? If not, why not?

It would be incorrect to state that none of the records of a 
DA's office are subject to public records requests. Most of the
records in the DAs office are accessible. For instance, all 
documents filed with the court are accessible through the 
clerk of courts. All police reports submitted to the DAs office 
are subject to the public records law, but are obtained 
through the police department that is the proper custodian 
of those records. Certain portions of the DA’s files should 
remain exempt from the public records law.  Any 
communication with the victim needs to remain confidential 
to ensure the victim’s rights and privacy interests are 
protected. Documents relating to plea negotiations need to 
remain confidential as well, to avoid compromising a 
defendant’s right to a fair trial. Thus, the question as to 
whether DA records should be exempt from the public 
records law is not an all or nothing proposition. 


