
Responses to Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council questionnaire from 
Susan Happ

Wisconsin has a long tradition of open government and Wisconsin has some of the 
most stringent laws in the nation. I would prosecute anyone who violates the public
trust regardless of their political affiliation. We need to restore people's trust and 
faith in our elected officials and our open government laws are critical to creating 
that trust.

1) Do you support limiting the amount of information available to the 
public on the Wisconsin Circuit Court Access website? If so, why? If not, 
why not?

The current website limits access to records open to public inspection. Confidential
court records like adoptions, juvenile delinquency, child protection, termination of 
parental rights, guardianship, and civil commitments should not be made available 
on a website. I would continue to allow access to the current available records and 
maintain the status quo.

2) Do you favor recent bills to make state lawmakers subject to state 
records retention rules? If so, why? If not, why not?

Yes. Legislators should not be exempt from the same rules the rest of state 
government has to follow.

3) Would you support making the Legislature subject to the state open 
meetings law? If so, why? If not, why not?

Yes. According to the guidance from DOJ, the legislature is already subject to the 
open meetings law and I would not seek to change that.

4) Would you favor ending the open-records exemption for prosecutors’ 
records? If so, why? If not, why not?

I would not favor ending the open-records exemption for prosecutors’ records. 
There is a great deal of confidential information contained in those records, 
ranging from identities of confidential informants to the identities of minors, abuse 
victims and more. To open those records up to anyone could increase the 
possibility of reprisal and make it more difficult for prosecutors to do their jobs. 


