
Responses to Wisc. Freedom of Information Council questionnaire from Jon 
Richards

Do you support limiting the amount of information available to the public on the 
Wisconsin Circuit Court Access website? If so, why? If not, why not?

I am very wary of limiting access to the Wisconsin Circuit Court Access website. If
changes are made to limit public access, it is vital that local prosecutors are still 
able to access all past information so they can do their jobs and keep dangerous 
criminals off the streets. I believe any limits to CCAP should be minor and take 
into account Wisconsin’s long history of open government. 

Do you favor recent bills to make state lawmakers subject to state records 
retention rules? If so, why? If not, why not?

Yes. The records of state lawmakers should be accessible. Open records laws 
ensure an open and transparent legislative process and allow the citizens of 
Wisconsin to know exactly what is going on in their government. In a time when 
Supreme Court decisions like Citizens United give unlimited influence to 
corporations and the super wealthy, we need common-sense safeguards in place to 
ensure the average citizen’s access to government. Open records laws give 
Wisconsin citizens the ability to know exactly what the State Legislature is doing.

Would you support making the Legislature subject to the state open meetings law? 
If so, why? If not, why not?

Yes. After the Wisconsin State Supreme Court ruled that the State Legislature is 
not subject to the state open meetings law, I wrote the constitutional amendment to 
reverse that decision. As a result, I was awarded the Openness in Government 



award by the Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council. Wisconsin citizens 
deserve to know what is happening in their government and when it is happening, 
and we need to fully restore the state open meetings law in Wisconsin.

Would you favor ending the open-records exemption for prosecutors’ records? If 
so, why? If not, why not?

While I believe prosecutors should be open with the public about their decisions, I 
do not favor ending the open-records exemption for prosecutors’ records. This 
exception helps prosecutors with their investigation and protects witnesses and 
victims, and should be kept in place. 


