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The Cultural Facilities Task Force reviewed all of the alternatives COAST has suggested as “Plan 
Improvements.”  None of these are new ideas.  These are issues the Task Force of 22 experts looked at in our 
eight months of evaluation.  
 
We saw great value to address Music Hall and Union Terminal together, and we proposed a plan that is fair—a 
third from philanthropic gifts and tax credits, a third from residents of the county, and a third from non-
residents.   
 
We have worked with national Historic Tax Credit experts in developing a plan to generate $45 million in 
revenue with would also result in nongovernmental ownership.  
 
The Task Force has raised the private dollars and will continue to do so.  Importantly, these private 
contributions have been made contingent on the task force plan being executed on schedule with a public 
vote in November. 
 
Continuing to raise the same ideas that have already been studied and determined will do nothing but delay 
the resolution of this long standing issue.  We must act now.   
 
Delaying is costly to the taxpayers.  
 
The cost has been extensively reviewed by independent reviewers (hired by Hamilton County Tax Levy Review 
Committee in 2009 and is underway again now in 2014).  The Task Force is also an independent group, called 
for by the TLRC, and we are making a recommendation that the funds be used exclusively for these two 
buildings for a fixed period of time.  This is not an open-ended commitment.  
 
The city has already committed $10 million for Music Hall, and we would like to see a further contribution for 
the Dalton Street and bridge repairs.   
 
We are studying a Ticket Tax so users of the facilities have a little more invested in the projects, but the 
proceeds will not be substantial.   
 
COAST calling for the city to contribute $100M is aimed at creating divisiveness in our community.  It is a 
political fight intended to punish the city.  Politics should have no part in this, the failure to fund Music Hall 
and Union Terminal punishes our community. 
 
We have recommend an optimal plan.  It engages private donors. It is for a legally binding fixed period of 
time.  It engages non-Hamilton County residents and lowers property taxes for Hamilton County 
residents.   COAST said they are not opposed to a responsible plan, this is a responsible and fair plan, we ask 
them to support it.  
 
We are committed to getting these buildings restored for the future of our region.  Let the voters decide the 
fate of Union Terminal and Music Hall.  
 

 


