
Scott Austensen Deputy Superintendent, Finance & Business Operations, at the Georgia Department of 
Education

In response to your request for comment on the Public Education Finances 2012 
(Census Bureau) Report, with focus on Tables 11 and 20, I would point out the 
following:
Table 11:
·          The GaDOE has no basis to comment on the relative Revenue ranking 
other than to state that Georgia did continue to suffer from the recession in FY 
2012 (both state revenue and local property wealth);
·          While overall State Revenue ranked 38th in the U.S. (State Revenue 
ranking 40th); the dollars spent in the classroom (“Instruction”) ranked 28th in the 
Nation.  This is likely the intentional result of the state’s focus on providing 
resources to Georgia classroom instruction.  For example, our QBE formula (the 
state’s primary education funding vehicle) is heavily slanted toward classroom 
support.  The same could be said for why we ranked number 29th in the nation 
for “Employee Benefits” (and we know that the largest portion of Employee 
Benefits goes to Certificated Staff – teachers);
·          It would seem that the ranking of 42nd in the Nation for General 
Administration is also the result of Georgia’s stated budget policy of protecting 
teachers in the classroom (we prioritize Direct Instruction over the Central 
Offices);
·         Of note, it appears that the number representing “Local Revenue” 
includes SPLOST revenue (about $1,000 per pupil).
Table 20:
·          Despite the precipitous decline in Revenue (both State and local tax 
digest) funding was maintained to the greatest extent possible (with given 
resources – including reserves);
·          The trend of decline was nearly eliminated in 2012;
·           while not included in the chart, the trend of decline will likely reverse and
be positive for FY 14 and especially for FY 15, as we know that the K-12 
Education Budget was dramatically increased in those years.
Table 9 (Capital Outlay):
·          Even though you did not ask about this table, I do believe that it is worth 
mentioning.  Georgia has a very robust State Bonding program to support school
construction.  Local systems (through Georgia Statue) have the ability to raise 
Capital Funds through SPLOST programs;
·          This is likely why the State of Georgia ranked 7th in the Nation for School 
Construction (which includes renovations to improve classroom environments) 
and 25th in the Nation for Instructional Equipment (which allows for more digital 
instruction).


