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ABOUT THE COLEBROOKDALE RAILROAD PROJECT 
 
The Colebrookdale Railroad will be an engine of economic development for 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, re-investing in a forgotten Civil War-era treasure 
through the oldest ironmaking valley in the New World.  A multi-county, 
multi-municipality project offering tourist passenger and freight operations, 
the Colebrookdale will connect our citizens with each other, with their 
heritage, and with the resources they need to lead healthy, productive lives.  
 
A recent report but the Schuylkill Highlands Conservation Landscape 
Initiative (CLI) indicated a significant need for an anchor attraction to catalyze 
the potential of the many recreational, educational, cultural, historic, and 
natural amenities and attractions in the Middle Schuylkill region surrounding 
the Colebrookdale Railroad. The state’s most heavily-traveled tourist corridor 
passes through this region, with several hundred thousand tourists seeking 
recreational and heritage tourist destinations nearby.    
 
A 2012 study sponsored by the Boroughs of Pottstown and Boyertown, DCED, 
DCNR, and the William Penn Foundation found the Colebrookdale Railroad is 
a smart way to fill this need for an anchor attraction. With unexpectedly 
beautiful scenery, a remarkable history, and well-preserved original fabric, the 
line can physically and thematically link a multitude of municipal and private 
scenic, cultural, historic and recreational resources—including County and 
municipal public parks, fishing creeks, museums, and historic sites.  In so 
doing, the Colebrookdale will be the catalyst recommended by the CLI’s 
Compatible Economic Development Plan.   
 
The railroad will be a major employer and consumer within the Chester-Berks-
Montgomery County area and provide educational opportunities in 
partnership with local institutions.  The railroad will address the unmet needs 
of a large regional tourist market and provide special learning, work, and 
recreational opportunities for under-served populations whose numbers are 
growing in Pennsylvania, including persons with disabilities and the 
elderly.  Restoration of rail equipment and infrastructure significant to 
Pennsylvania history will provide jobs and the line’s 20,000-30,000 annual 
visitors will generate millions of dollars each year for local businesses.  The 
preservation the corridor for future freight traffic will relieve congestion from 
highways and keep local industry competitive.  
 
Over the next five to seven years, the Trust will invest up to $8M to restore 
historic passenger cars, develop retail, food, and event space at boarding 
locations in both Berks and Montgomery Counties, establish rail-oriented 
access points at parks along the railroad, and develop an enginehouse/car 
storage facility. 
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Lost in the deep woods sheltering the Manatawny and 
Ironstone Creeks is a mythical secret valley.  Though 

today only white-tailed deer, great blue heron, and bald 
eagles know the beauty of this legendary land, it was once 

the province of pioneers and patriots.  
 

Their stories can be heard in the soft winds whispering 
through the tall trees and towering trestles of the 

Colebrookdale Railroad—a magical, forgotten railway to 
the heart of this Secret Valley. The “Secret Valley Line” 

is your ticket to a place and time when iron rails 
connected a divided people and the heart of the nation 

pulsed with the potent energy of the steam locomotive. 
 

Completed by soldiers home from the Civil War just four 
months after the Transcontinental Railroad united East 

and West, the Colebrookdale is a record of epic 
engineering and heroic human drama. Eight-point-six 

miles long and a century-and-a-half back in time, the 
Secret Valley Line beckons you to experience for yourself 
the unexpected treasures of Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

 
 

The proposed project will create a launching center for a 
journey back in space and time. The Colebrookdale 
Railroad connects  visitors to the history, beauty, geology, 
and nature of one of the most historic, beautiful, 
geologically-unique, and scenic landscapes in 
northeastern United States.   
 
The railroad is a dynamic vehicle through which to 
experience this history, beauty, geology, and nature. The 
train journey is a popular context for memory-making 
through exploration.  In time, the Colebrookdale will 
offer the added advantage of offering complementary 
means of exploration along its course, including biking, 
hiking, kayaking, camping, and fishing.  
 
Though it includes multiple municipalities and two 
counties, the landscape in which this activity occurs 
should be understood as a unified historic, cultural, 
scenic and recreational resource—a Scenic, Recreation, 
and Heritage Corridor.  The Railroad will lead a 
partnership in marketing and promoting the Corridor. 
 
The quiet, sheltered valley of the Colebrookdale  along 
the Manatawny and Ironstone Creeks connects the oldest 
iron-making sites in North America, starting at 
Pottsgrove Manor in Pottstown—home of the ironmaster 
founder—and the forges, foundries, and furnaces of what 
was the first iron “Silicon Valley” in the New World.   
 
The lands along the railroad were once occupied by two 
Indian tribes—“Manatawny” means place where we 
drink alcohol.”  The tribes greeted William Penn near the 
railroad’s stone arch bridge in Pine Forge at a home later 
used by General Washington on his regular visits to the 
area.  Washington came to the Colebrookdale valley 

A POTTSTOWN  

LINK FOR  

THE SECRET VALLEY  

SCENIC, HERITAGE, &  

RECREATION CORRIDOR  
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An Introduction to 
the Secret Valley 

A treasured 
tale around 
every turn... 

 
The Secret Valley of the Colebrookdale was a special 
place for local tribes of the Lenni Lanape.  Onewago, 
chief of the Manatawnies, was guilty of having killed 
the chief of a neighboring Ironstone tribe. Popodicken, 
the dead chief’s son, swore he would never forgive 
Onewago and for many years thereafter, a dead-line 
boundary separated the tribes who, though neighbors, 
lived in strife. 
 
Trekking along the banks of the Manatawny one warm 
spring morning, Popodicken realized he had 
accidentally crossed the dead-line boundary.  Just then, 
he came upon the sounds of struggle.  Peering up the 
slope of Fancy Hill from around a mossy boulder, 
Popodicken saw none other than his enemy, Onewago, 
blood streaming from his arm, with a fierce bear 
circling him for another attack.  Popodicken had a clear 
shot of Onewago.  He loaded his bow.   
 
Once, twice, three times Popodicken’s steady arm sent 
swift arrows up the hill.  A stunned Onewago looked 
toward the arrow’s source, as the bear fled from the 
projectiles which had so narrowly missed him.  Behind 
them both, a tree with three arrows told the story of 
Popodicken’s uncommon compassion.  From that day 
on, the tribes lived in peace and when William Penn 
arrived several generations later, greeted him as one.  
 
The powerful image of  Popodicken “aiming high” 
could be used as an aesthetic motif for the railroad and 
has important resonance philosophically for what a 
tourist railroad here can do for the region. 

ABOUT THE COVER IMAGE: 
Celebrating the  
Heritage of Our Home Along the  
Colebrookdale Railroad 

frequently to urge the iron masters ramp up 
their production for the Continental Army.   
 
Temple University sends its geology classes to 
the Colebrookdale each year to study the line’s 
deep rock cuts. The cuts caused labor strikes in 
the 1860s when the Civil War veterans who dug 
them—by hand—revolted at the enormity of the 
task.  Today, however, they evidence both the 
ancient sea floor and the ancient mountaintop 
from the supercontinent Pangaea.  The 
Colebrookdale’s rock cuts also bear rare, iron-
laden ores.  Their unique properties—including 
magnetism—made them easy to discover for 
early industrialists—and hard for them to resist.  
They drew Thomas Edison to the Colebrookdale 
Railroad early in his career.  He rode the trains 
each week for six years.  
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ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACTS   
 
 
  

Stone Consulting Colebrookdale Railroad  
Implementation Plan in Brief 

 

ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 
20,000-30,000 VISITORS ANNUALLY 
$980,000 annual economic impact from spending by railroad 
$1.8 million annual economic impact from visitors  
$7.2 million economic impact of capital cost investment during implementation.  Could be as high 
as $18.2 million with enhanced infrastructure and equipment program.  
Freight service keeps regional industries competitive and attracts new business and industry 
 
JOB CREATION 
 
270 new jobs through implementation phases 
80 new, sustained jobs thereafter 
15 additional jobs from freight service 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IMPACT 
 
THEME AND CATALYST for development of terminal areas. The railroad provides an aesthetic 
and cultural context for new business growth. 
 
MECHANISM FOR VISIBILITY AND IDENTITY  
Visitors will know our area from the experience they had here.  Through telling our local story 
though an engaging and unique experience, we build a reputation that businesses can build on. 
 
ENHANCE EXISTING EVENTS/ATTRACTIONS 
There are many existing events and attractions in which to integrate the railroad in both Pottstown 
and Boyertown. The railroad will bring in additional participants/visitors and enhance the experi-
ence of these already-instituted events and attractions. 
 
ARMATURE FOR NEW EVENTS and the DEVELOPMENT OF NEW ATTRACTIONS 
There are many events centered on the railroad itself that will bring people to Pottstown and Boy-
ertown. Increased demand will lead to development of new attractions and amenities. 
 
MECHANISM FOR FUNDRAISING 
Special charters and special events around the railroad can serve as a means to raise funds for good 
causes. 
 
OPPORTUNITY TO EMBRACE RATHER THAN MERELY ACCOMMODATE  
Persons with physical and/or cognitive disabilities 
Persons in the upper age cohorts 
Domestic non-speakers of English 
International tourists 
Special event venue seekers 
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Frank Furness designed this one-of-a kind 
1887 depot for the Pennsylvania Railroad.  
Slated for demolition in fall 2014, the Trust 
has acquired it to re-locate to Pottstown to 
serve as a multi-modal hub for and western 
gateway to Montgomery County. 

TOURIST RAILROADS AND COMMUNITY 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
Heritage tourist railroads are well-proven as 
regional economic drivers.  The Strasburg Rail 
Road in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and 
the Essex Steam Train in Essex Connecticut, 
are but two of the more famous northeastern 
examples of the over-250 heritage railroads 
nationwide.   These projects, funded with 
state, local and private monies, have 
contributed millions  of dollars each year to 
local economies.   
 
The Colebrookdale Railroad will take this 
long-established and well-proven model of a 
heritage tourist railroad to a new level.  In so 
doing, it will re-invigorate the economies of 
the communities in the region.  The Stone 
Report (summarized in this document but 
available in its entirety separately) provides 
information about the Colebrookdale’s 
economic impact in detail.   
 
The Railroad will benefit from the many years 
of sophisticated market study undertaken by 
the Schuylkill Highlands Initiative by 
fulfilling large, otherwise unmet demand for 
heritage and recreational tourism within the 
local population and visiting tourists.  The 
Colebrookdale will employ smart technology 
and assistive technology to a degree 
unprecedented within the industry.  The 
effect will be to make the visitor experience 
accessible to and engaging for all persons 
regardless of age or ability.   

COMMUNITY PRIDE IN RESTORING THE 
COLEBROOKDALE:  Preservation and 
operation of the Colebrookdale has brought 
the Community together in re-investing in 
itself.  Community businesses and volunteer 
groups have worked to clean up the line for 
tours.  Friends of the Colebrookdale 
Railroad Preservation Trust recently restored 
the Pottstown station sign and will restore 
the national landmark Phoenix Column crane 
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THE STATION AND THE CITY 
 
During the century and a half of America’s rise to 
industrial and technological power, no edifice was 
more important to communities great and small 
than the railroad station.  The station was the heart 
of town and cities, occupying a central position 
geographically and ideologically.  At once a 
physical space with obvious civic and travel-
oriented purposes, the station in design and detail 
was the manifestation of place and connection.  The 
tearful departures and celebrated arrivals fabled in 
film and folklore romanticized the essential activity 
of the station. For late 19th and early 20th century 
travelers, those arrivals from and departures to 
lands afar made accessible by the railroad 
emphasized in a dramatic and revolutionary way 
the sense that “here” was removed and distinct 
from “there.”   Against the backdrop of 
unprecedented connectivity enabled by tens of 
thousands of railroad criss-crossing the nation, the 
station was a statement of fixity amid change, 
defining the genus loci—the sense and spirit of 
place—of each community whose name was 
emblazoned upon it.  Just as the railroad came to 
symbolize the great march of national progress and 
power, the railroad station re-affirmed the unique 
identity of each community and its place in that 
American ascendency.   

The Colebrookdale’s plan for Pottstown’s 
Memorial Park restores its historic station and 
creates a vibrant, multimodal connection in the 
community’s recreational and historic core.   

THE RAILROAD STATION’S  
ROLE IN ESTABLISHING AND RE-AFFIRMING 
COMMUNITY IDENTITY 

A WORLD-CLASS OPPORTUNITY FOR THE STATION.  The Trust 
will display in the Station a renowned exhibition on the Railroad 
Station in American history created by the Hagley Museum.  The 
exhibition drew thousands of visitors during its previous 
showing.  Along with an operating train layout, it features of 
scale model of the world’s most famous train station, Penn 
Station.  Penn Station’s long-lamented destruction started the 
modern historic preservation movement.   The Trust has the 
exhibit in its possession.  
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The Colebrookdale’s Pottstown Station will be the point of 
crucial connection for commerce, recreation, and education.   

As such, its design and integration with the surrounding 
community must be carefully and skillfully planned.  A tourist 

railroad station that effectively serves as the heart of a tourist 
circulation system must be functional as well as beautiful, 

intimate as well as welcoming, and connected to many to other 
attractions without being confusing.   

A STATION FOR POTTSTOWN’S PARK 

The Colebrookdale’s station in Pottstown will introduce 
visitors to attributes that make the Secret Valley unique in 
Pennsylvania and make Pennsylvania unique within the 
national identity.   
 
It will also serve as comfort stations for railroad visitors, who 
will include: 

bike riders who choose to use the bike share program 
that will tie into the Schuylkill River Trail in 
Pottstown;  

fisherman who choose to ride the train to the locally-
renowned fishing hole at Confluence, where the 
Manatawny and Ironstone Creeks meet under the 
railroad’s 1860’s-era bridge;  

bird watchers and nature lovers who choose to ride in 
the railroad’s open car providing 360-degree 
views of the valley;  

railroad passengers who come for the fall foliage 
tours, dining trains featuring local foods, pick-
your-own Christmas trees and pumpkin trains, 
and local wine and beer tasting trains. 

children who come for the annual Mud Ball Express 
trains, where they help plant native wildflowers 
along the right-of-way by launching seed-laden 
mudballs from the train. 



11 

 

A well-designed station area will physically, thematically, and programmatically connect 
the area’s multiple attractions and events, strengthening their branding by conceiving of 
them as part of a unique, multi-faceted, dynamic experience found only through 
discovering the magic of the Secret Valley along the Colebrookdale.  Moreover, the station 
will set the stage for the train journey itself to be a teaching tool, introducing themes of 
geology, labor history, and industry and engineering that can be explored in more detail at 
nearby attractions.  Eventually, the station will be the anchor for a Secret Valley Scenic, 
Recreation, and Heritage Corridor that will offer train rides, bike shares, kayaking, nature 
tours, fishing, bird watching, and caboose camping.  
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In Pottstown, the Colebrookdale’s station will be located 
adjacent to the Borough’s Memorial Park near the 
Montgomery County-owned historic site, Pottsgrove 
Manor, as well the Carousel at Pottstown, and the new 
Pottstown mini-golf.  The station site is near the 
Schuylkill River Trail, Manatawny Creek, and the 
Montgomery County Community College. The station 
project will include a new access road to the Borough 
maintenance facility that avoids frequently-flooded 
areas, improved pedestrian access, connectivity signage 
and lighting, bike share space, boarding facilities for the 
train and the community’s municipal bus system, and 
handicapped parking for the park and the railroad.  
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1.  STATION BUILDING AND PLATFORM 
a.  1400-square foot, renovated historic 1887 Pennsylvania Railroad station 
b.  ADA-compliant restrooms and water fountain, small ticket and retail space.  
c.  Boarding platform providing ADA-access to train 
 
2.  STATION AREA  
a.  Bike-share facilities 
b.  Bike/kayak/canoe loading areas (loading onto train) 
c.  Information kiosk.   
  Kiosk will provide brochures, other information on area attractions/events.  Loop maps for an arts  
  and recreation loop. 
d.  Bus shelter 
  Bus connects Colebrookdale Railroad trains to PART and SEPTA.  Colebrookdale Railroad shuttles to  
  Downtown Pottstown, the Schuylkill River Trail, Sunnybrook, Philadelphia Premium Outlets, etc. 
e.  Pottstown Arts and Recreation Loop Gateway 
  Directional and informational signage, printed information, etc., for Pottstown Arts and Recreation  
  Loop that will connect the Colebrookdale Railroad, Pottsgrove Manor, the Carousel, Mini Golf,  
  Manatawny Creek, the Schuylkill River Trail, Montgomery County Community College, Riverfront  
  Park, Downtown Pottstown, and the Hill School. 
f.  Safety, Connectivity, and Aesthetic Improvements 
   (i) Historic fencing, landscape, and hardscape features to prevent trespass onto railroad  
     tracks while allowing access to/providing direction to public amenities 
   (ii) Relocated borough access road which will allow access to Borough maintenance facility  
    during periods of flooding. 
   (iii)  Improved signage to connect Memorial Park attractions to each other and to other  
    Pottstown amenities 
   (iv)  Landscaping/hardscape features to beautify western area of Memorial Park, including  
    historic fence to improve viewshed along the railroad right-of-way 
   (v)  Improved, historically-themed lighting. 
g.  Parking 
  Twenty-one new spaces, including five ADA spaces.  
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C A S E   S T U D Y :   F I S H E R S ,  I N D I A N A 

C A P I T A L I Z I N G   O N   T H E   S T A T I O N  
A S   T H E   H E A R T   O F   T H E   C O M M U N I T Y  

A successful tourist railroad will capitalize on the fact that the Station is  a 
community-oriented building to which people gravitate.  It will naturally lend itself 
to multiple uses, providing displays showcasing community businesses, activities, 
and history, space and amenities for community events, flexible retail and office 
space, etc. 
 
The Fishers, Indiana, train station is a comparatively new facility built in the style 
of a suburban train station from a grander time.  The building is a mixed-use 
space, housing office space (used by the Chamber of Commerce and Convention 
and Visitors Bureau), a community gathering space, ticket sales space, food and 
retail space, community display space, and flex space. 
 
A decorative canopy graces the exterior by the train tracks. The Fishers Train 
Station is one of the regular stops for the Indiana Transportation Museum out of 
nearby Noblesville, another Indiana suburb. This Indianapolis museum maintains 
authentic period locomotives and offers fun, short excursions to other stations close 
at hand. 
 
Also departing from the Fishers Train Station is the Indiana State Fair Train, a 
popular and dependable means of transportation between Fishers and 
the Indiana State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis. Like The Hamiltonian, the State Fair 
Train is also run by the Indianapolis Transportation Museum, and the train, itself a 
living monument to Americana, is maintained by that worthy group.  
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C A S E   S T U D Y :   H E A D W A T E R S   J U N C T I O N,  F O R T   W A Y N E,  I N D I A N A 

Headwaters Junction is a mixed use gateway and downtown attraction concept on Fort Wayne’s  North River. It demon-
strates how mixed-use development can be realized as an exceptional investment, creating an anchor for an attraction 
that weaves the city’s existing assets and identity together in an authentic, active, and compelling experience. 
 
At the center of the concept is a proven magnet attraction: a world-famous vintage train bolstering tourism and 
foot traffic in the retail, restaurant, residential, recreation, and entertainment businesses that could take place at 
North River.  

Headwaters Junction’s emphasis is on creating a unique public space for recreation, commerce and entertainment, and 
education by providing a variety of opportunities, attractions, and experiences. 
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THE COLEBROOKDALE AS A CULTURAL HERITAGE TOURISM 
DYNAMO:  ENHANCING COMMUNITY EVENTS AND 
ATTRACTIONS 
 
While the concept of a tourist passenger railroad on the Colebrookdale 
fits squarely within the established and successful tradition of heritage 
tourism and heritage tourist railroads, the Colebrookdale will be 
extraordinary in two respects.  First, as discussed in this section, the 
strength of compatible local attractions and events provides unusually 
fertile ground for an operation of this sort.  Second, as discussed 
elsewhere in this report, the ability to design and build an operation from 
scratch here provides the opportunity to integrate technologies and 
address needs and interests of specific markets in a way not available 
other tourist railroads. 
 
As indicated by the Implementation and Economic Impact Analysis plan 
completed by Stone Consulting, the Colebrookdale’s positioning and 
geographic linkage of two communities will organically position it as the 
“anchor tenant” in the “mall” of other area attractions and events.  
Significantly for the Colebrookdale, that collection of compatible 
attractions and events both adjacent to and nearby the rail line is 
exceptionally diverse in nature and broad in number.   
 
That “mall” of area attractions anchored by the Colebrookdale 
encompasses the full range of heritage tourism components, including 
experiencing the performing arts, museums of all kinds, science and 

nature centers, zoos, aquariums, historic homes and sites, religious sites, 
artists and artisans, state/national parks and monuments, heritage trails 

and byways, retail opportunities, and the special character of a place.  A 
sophisticated heritage tourism experience such as that offered by the 
Colebrookdale will combine education, entertainment and preservation 
in a way that is experiential, meaning it involves and engages the visitor. 
 
The Colebrookdale has established, or is in the process of establishing, 
marketing and/or programming partnerships with institutions in each of 
the categories in boldface above.  Among them (note see Appendix I for 
more exhaustive list):  
 
Events 
Farmer’s Market Saturdays 
“Third Saturday of the Month” Events 
Boyertown Area Sidewalk Expo 
Boyertown Annual Cruise Night 
Coming Out of Hibernation Event 
Boyertown Fun Day 
Duryea Day 
“Dog Days of Summer” Event 
Octoberfest 
Unity Walk 
Halloween Parade 

The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation defines of cultural 
heritage tourism is “traveling to 
experience the places and 
activities that authentically 
represent the stories and 
people of the past and present. 
It includes historic, cultural and 
natural resources."   
 
The Colebrookdale presents 
the perfect means to 
experience the places and 
activities that make our region 
unique. 
 
Tourism is a powerful economic 
development tool. Tourism creates jobs, 
provides new business opportunities 
and strengthens local economies. When 
cultural heritage tourism development 
is done right, it also helps to protect 
our nation’s natural and cultural 
treasures and improve the quality of 

life for residents and visitors alike. 

Linking tourism with heritage and 
culture can do more for local 
economies than promoting them 
separately. That’s the core idea in 
cultural heritage tourism: save your 
heritage and your culture, share it with 
visitors, and reap the economic benefits 
of tourism. 
 
 

TOURISM+ CULTURE + HERITAGE 
= SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIES.  
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Der Bel Shnikel 
Holiday House Tour 
“Chillin’ on Main” Event 
Holiday Fesitval of Trees 
Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles Events 
Boyertown Historical Society Events 
State Theater Film Festivals 
Padre Pio Shrine Events 
Taylor Backes Glass Blowing 
Pottsgrove Manor Events 
Manatawny Park Events 
Carousel at Pottstown Events 
Pottstown Performing Arts Center 
Fourth of July Fireworks 
Schuylkill River Trail Events 
Parades and Celebrations  
 
Performing Arts 
Steel River Playhouse (Pottstown) 
State Theater (Boyertown) 
Sunnybrook Ballroom (Pottstown) 
Colonial Theater (Phoenixville) 
 
Museums 
Pennsylvania Museum of Historic Vehicles 
(Boyertown) 
Schuylkill River Interpretive Center (Pottstown) 
Carousel Museum (Pottstown) 
Boyertown Historical Society Museum (Boyertown) 
Reading Public Museum (Reading) 
Reading Railroad Museum (Hamburg) 
World of Scouting Museum (Valley Forge) 
Wharton Esherick Museum (Valley Forge) 
Iron Heritage Museum (Phoenixville) 
 
Science and Nature Centers/Recreation 
Crow’s Nest Preserve/Hopewell Big Woods/ 
Natural Lands Trust (Elverson) 
French Creek State Park (Elverson) 
Welkenweir (Bucktown/Pughtown) 
Warwick County Park (Warwick Township) 
Black Rock Sanctuary (Phoenixville) 
Schuylkill River Trail 
Cabella’s (Hamburg) 
Shady Hollow Assisted Horseback Riding 
(Birdsboro) 
  
Historic Homes and Sites 
Pottsgrove Manor (Pottstown) 
Johanna Furnace/Hay Creek Valley Hist. Assoc. 

 
The Benefits of Cultural Heritage Tourism 
Cultural heritage tourism can have a tremendous economic impact 
on local economies. To economic benefits like new businesses, jobs 
and higher property values, tourism adds less tangible—but 
equally important—payoffs. A well-managed tourism program 
improves the quality of life as residents take advantage of the 
services and attractions tourism adds. It promotes community pride, 
which grows as people work together to develop a thriving tourist 
industry. 
 
An area that develops its potential for cultural heritage tourism 
creates new opportunities for tourists to gain an understanding of 
an unfamiliar place, people or time. With the arrival of visitors in 
turn come new opportunities for preservation. Well-interpreted 
sites teach visitors their importance, and by extension, the 

importance of preserving other such sites elsewhere. 

Perhaps the biggest benefit of cultural heritage tourism is that 
opportunities increase for diversified economies, ways to prosper 
economically while holding on to the characteristics that make 

SUNNYBROOK BALLROOM in Pottstown is a natural partner 
attraction for the Colebrookdale; dinner and drinks on the train 
could be combined with dancing at the Ballroom. The Ballroom is 
one of the few remaining large dance halls of the pre-World 
War II era still in existence and still operating. It is the 3rd 
largest Ballroom in the United States and the largest East of the 
Mississippi. For its first three decades or so one of the big 
"name" dance bands played here every Saturday night, New 

Year's Eve, and sometimes during the week or on other holidays.  
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(Morgantown) 
Valley Forge National Historic Site 
(Valley Forge) 
Canal Lock #60, (Phoenixville) 
Oley, Pennsylvania 
John James Audubon Center at Mill 
Grove  (Audubon) 
 
Artists and Artisans 
Taylor Backes Stained Glass Factory 
(Boyertown) 
Dancing Tree Studios (Boyertown) 
Glass Light Studio (St. Peter’s ) 
Frecon Orchards and Winery 
(Boyertown) 
Nelson’s Homemade Ice Cream 
(Royersford) 
Longacre’s Homemade Ice Cream (Bally) 
Reppert’s Candy (Oley) 
Manatawny Creek Winery 
(Douglassville) 
Iron Hill Brewery (Phoenixville) 
Sly Fox Brewery (Pottstown) 
 
Parks and Monuments 
Manatawny Park (Pottstown) 
Ironstone Park (Douglas Township) 
 
Heritage Trails and Byways 
Schuylkill River Trail and Connections 
Horseshoe Trail 
Neversink Trail 
Forging Freedom Tour 
Supplying Freedom Tour 
Building Freedom Tour 
Powering Freedom Tour 
 
Retail Opportunities 
Philadelphia Premium 
Outlets (one of the largest 
outlets in the east and 
located 5 miles from the 
Pottstown RR Terminus.   
King of Prussia Mall  
Vanity Fair Outlets 
(Reading) 
 
Railroads such as the 
Colebrookdale are a 

Colebrookdale RR 
Pottstown Station 

Phila. 
Premium 
Outlets 

A POWERFUL, PROVEN PAIRING. 
The most successful tourist railroads in the United 
States are located near large retail centers.  A 
family day trip will often be split, with part of the 
family going shopping, and part of the family go-
ing to the tourist railroad.  A two-hour railroad trip 
provides a perfect comport to the average shop-
ping trip to the Philadelphia Premium Outlets, lo-
cated just five miles from the Colebrookdale and 
along the route most visitors will use to reach the 
railroad, US Route 422. 
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million dollars. 
 
Heritage tourists brought to the region by the Colebrookdale, 
according to a 2010 report, would be characterized as being:  
 

Well educated, with most holding advanced 
degrees.  "Education level is the single most significant 
factor that influences cultural and heritage participation 
and travel. 

Older, peaking between the ages of 45 and 65, when people 
are at the height of their careers, earning power, and 
discretionary income. 

 Generous in spending, averaging $62 more per day than 
other visitors.  And they spend on a more diverse array of 
goods and services. 

 More likely to stay overnight in hotels and bed-and-
breakfasts. 

 More inclined to stay longer than the average traveler. 
 More likely to visit a diversity of sites, cities, and regions 

than the average traveler. 
 In search of high-quality services, authentic experiences, and 

easy-to-do, accessible quality travel that combines 
education and entertainment. 

         Influenced by women.  Women typically plan family  
  vacations  and group trips, and also control more personal  
 discretionary income. 
 
 

 

particularly effective platform for involving and engaging 
visitors.  Jim Porterfield, the Director of the Center for 
Railway Tourism at Davis & Elkins College, points out that, 
"An added value is derived when you harness the passion 
people have for railway heritage and its preservation, 
merge the output of that passion with the work of others 
similarly motivated in the cultural and heritage tourism 
community, and share the sum of the effort with an 
incrementally larger audience."  
 
 This incrementally-larger audience results in an economic 
impact several orders of magnitude greater than the 
investment made in or benefit derived from any individual 
attraction or event.  Several recent multi-million dollar 
tourist railway projects undertaken as public-private 
partnerships underscore the widespread recognition of the 
utility and viability of heritage railroads as platforms for 
just this sort of layered and exponentially-expanding 
economic impact.  The Virginia and Truckee Railroad in 
Nevada, undertaken by the County Chamber of 
Commerce, the Savannah Roundhouse Museum in 
Georgia, undertaken by a non-profit with support from the 
city of Savannah and the state of Georgia, and the Steam 
Into History project in York County, supported by private 
and county funds, represent investments from 10-55 
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Colebrookdale Railroad Preservation Trust 
 

Mailing Address:  
Post Office Box 492 

Boyertown, Pennsylvania 19512 
 

Physical  Address:  
43 South Chestnut Street 

Boyertown, Pennsylvania 19512 
 

Corporate Headquarters: 
4020 Prospect Hill Lane, 

Pottstown, Pennsylvania  19464 
 

www.colebrookdalerailroad.com 
Toll Free:  866-289-4021 

610-367-0200 
info@colebrookdalerailroad.com 

 
 

 
 

 


