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R E V O L V I N G  D O O R S
VICE-ADMIRAL Tim Laurence, Princess 

Anne’s husband and formerly in charge of 
multi-million spending for the Ministry of 
Defence’s property wing, has left to join not 
one but two consultancy firms with MoD 
contracts.

As chief executive of Defence Estates 
Laurence managed the ministry’s vast spending 
on barracks, bases and building contractors, much 
of which has been privatised over the past decade. 
He also had an advisory job at the inter-
departmental Office for Government Commerce.

According to the advisory committee on 
business appointments, which monitors the 
revolving door between government and industry, 
this year the vice-admiral became a non-executive 
director of Capita Symonds and a senior adviser 
to PA Consulting.

Capita gets around £10m a year from the MoD 
and PA Consulting around £5m. Both 
consultancies are deeply involved in helping 
design the private finance initiative and partnering 
deals that have been so lucrative for military 
suppliers. Capita was part of the now-cancelled, 
super-expensive and questionable defence training 
academy bid by Metrix (Eyes passim ad nauseam) 
and part of successful schemes like Aspire 
Defence’s £1.2bn PFI barracks. PA Consulting has 
been involved in MoD “restructuring” exercises, 
helping to design complex and expensive 
“strategic partnerships” with warship builders. 
Use of insider knowledge and lobbying by former 
top defence officials is widely seen as one reason 
defence costs are so high. The advisory committee 
on business appointments said Laurence would 
have to wait until August before lobbying his 
former colleagues and ministers.

THE European Azerbaijan Society, run by 
Tale and Nijat Heydarov, the billionaire sons of 
Azerbaijani minister Kamaladdin Heydarov, is 
not the only lobbying group spinning in 
London on behalf of the authoritarian former 
Soviet republic (see last Eye). 

PR man Matthew Freud is also happy to take 
the Azerbaijani shilling. Freud Communications 
represents Leyla Aliyeva, daughter of 
Azerbaijan’s president, Ilham Aliyev. When 
Aliyeva bankrolled a recent London exhibition of 
rugs and furnishings from her native land, Freud 
organised a glittering party. The guests he lured 
along included Lord Mandelson, who seems to be 
drawn to these dodgy regimes like an iron filing 
to a magnet.

OH DEAR – will the parties never learn that 
their candidates are far too inept to cope with 
the concept of 
model leaflets, 
to which they 
must remember 
to add their own 
names before 
having 
hundreds of 
copies printed 
and delivered to 
voters 
(Electionballs passim)? 

Tory Tom Sanderson of Huntingdon West, in 
Huntingdonshire, is the culprit this time…

E a D S  m u S t . . .
AN unpopular plan to upgrade the RAF’s 

fleet of Puma helicopters by sending them to 
the other side of Europe for a £300m refit was 
ditched in 2009 because Labour MPs feared a 
“voter backlash”.

As the Times reported, the upgrading and 
maintenance were due to be carried out in 
Romania, “but Labour MPs are worried about the 
reaction of voters amid rising unemployment in 
Britain”. Under the coalition, however, that 
decision has now been quietly reversed; and the 
RAF is busily crating up its Pumas at RAF 
Benson in Oxfordshire and sending them to 
Eurocopter Romania by, er, road.

The basic maintenance, overhauls, inspections 
and upgrades will be carried out by Romanian 
workers at Eurocopter’s factory near Bucharest. 
Each convoy is made up of “wide load” trucks led 
by an NCO in a Convoi Exceptionnel warning 
van, together with an extra truck full of spare 
parts for the journey. RAF markings are concealed 
to avoid embarrassment.

Once upgraded, the helicopters will be crated 
up again and driven all the way back to RAF 
Benson. Certification to allow them to fly  
back to the UK is unavailable because they are 
not allowed to be flight-tested while in  
Romania.

Naturally it’s a complete coincidence that the 
order went to Romania while Eurocopter 
Romania’s parent company, the defence giant 
EADS, is also building the RAF’s new transport 
aircraft, the Airbus A400m, which will cost UK 
taxpayers £2.4bn for just 25 aircraft. That project 
is beset with problems and EADS needs all the 
help it can get from its UK defence partners.

PS: Will any patriotic MP now ask why the 
RAF also routinely flies its other transport 
aircraft, Tristars, VC-10s and Globemasters to 
France for re-painting? In fact it’s because the 
French are less rigorous in enforcing the EU’s 
COSH (Control of Substances Hazardous to 
Health) rules, making it cheaper for the MoD to 
give jobs to foreign workers than to their British 
counterparts.

b N p  w I N D - u p
DESPITE shrill warnings from politicians 

about the potential advance of the BNP, voters 
have shown that they are not as stupid as our 
political leaders imagine.

Last month Sayeeda Warsi, the Tories’ 
excitable chairwoman, claimed entirely 
erroneously that a “vote for AV is a vote for the 
BNP”; while Rob Flello, Labour MP for 
Stoke-on-Trent South, recently warned David 
Cameron that coalition plans for elected police 
commissioners could lead to BNP supporters 
taking over the constabulary.

But last week’s elections showed that the BNP 
could not win anything, anywhere, under any 
system, with voters pummelling sitting BNP 
councillors and candidates hoping to make gains 
across the land.

“The BNP is not going away and nor am I,” 
tweeted BNP leader Nick Griffin after the 
pisspoor performance. But it looks as if he’s 
wrong on both counts.

A letter leaked to the Eye last October from 
the party’s moneyman Jim Dowson revealed that 
it was close to bankruptcy (see Eye 1274). He told 
suppliers that the BNP was unlikely to “pay its 
outstanding bills in anything like a normal 
timescale – if indeed at all”. Alas, Dowson has 
now joined the ranks of the BNP’s angry creditors 
himself. 

Last year he claimed the party’s financial woes 
were down to persecution by the multicultural 
establishment. “Politically motivated high court 
actions by the Commission for Equalities and 
Human Rights” caused the crisis, he insisted. He 
chose not to dwell on the £100,000 Marmite’s 
angry lawyers had extracted from the party for 
using a picture of a jar of Marmite next to the 
slogan “Love Britain, Vote BNP”. But in Belfast 
last week he told reporters the BNP owed his firm 
Adlorries £160,000 for promotional and 
marketing expenses.

Far from seeing the BNP as the victims of an 
unpatriotic, multicultural establishment, he now 
realised it was a party of victimisers who stopped 
British workers making an honest living. Dowson 
paid for BNP offices, and his Adlorries firm acted as 
a front company, which allowed the BNP to book 
halls and place orders without arousing suspicion. 
Clearly both services are no longer on offer.

Other creditors are threatening to do more 
than withdraw services. David Sloan, the owner 
of Romac Press in East Belfast, said the BNP’s 
failure to pay a printing bill of £44,000 had wiped 
out a year’s profits. “I have contacted police, the 
electoral commission and I’ll take it to the high 
court if I have to,” he added.

With winding-up orders threatened in the 
courts and the party being virtually wiped out in 
local government, the BNP may soon exist only 
as a bogeyman for politicians who want to terrify 
credulous voters into resisting change.

‘Ratbiter’

K E E p I N G  t H E 
L I G H t S  O N
GIVEN the low regard in which the Tories 

hold energy secretary Chris Huhne, it is not 
surprising that communities and local 
government secretary Eric Pickles has started 
making up his own energy policy. It might not 
contribute much to keeping the lights on, but it 
could well make him more popular with 
Greens than Huhne.

In a little-noticed ruling earlier this year, 
Pickles approved the development of a power 
station in Bristol intended to be run on 
“renewable” bio-fuels. However, he attached 
conditions which go beyond current energy policy 
and may undermine one of the planks in Huhne’s 
plans to shift electricity generation towards 
renewables.

Official Department of Energy & Climate 
Change (DECC) policy is to seek “around 30 
percent of the UK renewable energy target from 
bioenergy for heat and power”. The DECC 
website invites us to think that these bio-fuels will 
be “sawmill residues… straw, husks and kernels, 
and biodegradable waste”. It also mentions 
“energy crops” such as “woody crops or 
miscanthus grass which can be grown on land 
unsuitable for food crops”. But it makes no 
mention of vegetable oils – which are what the 
operators of the Bristol plant intend to use, in 
fifteen 10,000-tonne shiploads a year – most 
probably from tropical plantations that could 
otherwise be used for food.

This isn’t good enough for Pickles. Even 
though his brief only extends to planning matters, 
he has decided that “given the current 
controversy” over the use of biofuels that squeeze 
out food production, the Bristol plant will only 
use biofuels that are sustainable. This is a much 
more stringent requirement than merely 
renewable, and one which is likely to undermine 
the Bristol “renewable” project and many like it.

‘Old Sparky’

HUHNE SPEEDING ROW

That’s your 
story

I’m a  
driven man

16.5% Average difference in 
pay between equivalent private and 
public sector workers, according to 
think tank Policy Exchange

4653% Difference in pay 
between public sector prime minister 
and private sector bank chief 
executive
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THE BBC’s quest for “Delivering Quality 
First” continues for the teams of managers 
running it, despite the apathy shown by busy 
staffers with programmes to make.

Staff in radio have already seen their 
programme budgets cut by a third and have been 
told by some managers not to expect any more 
“down time” – time that was once spent between 
programmes to generate ideas and think more 
creatively about future projects.

If a lot of output on Radio 4 and Five Live 
sounds to listeners like the same old “sausage 
machine” product, it’s because producers have 
little time, let alone money, to imagine creating 
anything else.

ANOTHER feature of the “DQF” strategy, 
getting staff to suggest ways of making savings, 
is a cause of concern for older, more senior 
programme-makers.

The few staff who bother to “Yammer” about 
their suggestions tend to be the keen young coves 
who want to scale the career ladder as fast as they 
possibly can. Their primary concern is the 
“bed-blocking” caused by senior staff clinging to 
their jobs as they count down the years to 
retirement.

“The BBC should no longer offer a job for 
life,” they suggest, in the hope of rising faster into 
these more senior positions. A future where 
cheaper-to-hire, junior staff can take over from 
expensive, cynical, senior colleagues broken by 
their additional workloads, is just fine and dandy 
by the DQF managers.

m e d i a  n e w s

“We’re doomed to watch 
them for all eternity!”

THE BBC’s £80m Digital Media Initiative 
partner, Siemens, was expensively dumped in 
2009 after failing to provide telephones that 
worked. But the disastrous Siemens legacy 
lives on.

An internal email from the BBC’s “service 
assurance manager for telephony” reveals: “From 
2009-2011 Siemens could not charge the BBC for 
approximately 2,000 telephone lines, because 
divisional cost centre codes had not been assigned 
for billing purposes.”

In order to find these lines – still being paid 
for by the BBC – phones will have to be switched 
off, or “soft-ceased”, again so that IT co-
ordinators can audit them. To date, 897 lines still 
need to be checked. “The decision was taken to 
soft-cease all 897 lines as of Monday for a period 
of one month. This means that these phones will 
not be able to accept incoming or make outgoing 
(internal or external) calls but can be reconnected 
relatively quickly. If a user discovers their phone 
has been ceased they can call the Siemens service 
desk, log an urgent call, provide a valid cost code 
and the phone will be reconnected”.

The user will of course have to use somebody 
else’s phone to make the call, if they can find one 
that works, and, by providing a cost code, will 
ensure that the licence-payer pays for a cock-up 
of Siemens’ making.

Siemens’ profits were up 17 percent year-on-
year in January, while the BBC finance director 
responsible for the catastrophic outsourcing has 
been promoted on a salary of £386,000 pa.

THERE is clearly no chance of Celebrity Big 
Brother dumbing down for its debut series on 
Richard Desmond’s Channel Five. 

One of the first “celebrities” seen by the 
producers last week was one Simon Lindsay 
Honey, aka porn actor Ben Dover – best known 
for his carnal cavortings on Television X, The 
Fantasy Channel (proprietor R. Desmond). 

This is the first example of cross-pollination 
between Dirty Des’s satellite-porn operations and 
his terrestrial channel. Can toned-down C5 
versions of Anal Addicts and All-New Anal Teens 
be far, er, behind?

GRAHAM NORTON made some risqué 
superinjunction jokes at the Baftas last 
weekend, but his choice of subject matter 
wasn’t to everyone’s taste.

World famous actor Hugh Bonneville was 
seen striding towards the loos as Norton cracked 
his gags. Perhaps it was Downton Abbey’s lack of 
success that wasn’t to Bonneville’s taste. His 
period drama was nominated in two categories, 
after all, but failed to win in either. Nor was 
Bonneville nominated in a best actor category – a 
surprise as everyone agrees that Bonneville is a 
very fine actor.

a d  n a U s e a m
A NEW campaign for the 

McVitie’s Hobnob Medley bar 
features a chef mixing up the 
ingredients to the bar while a 
beatboxer stands beside him 
making noises for each one. This 
rips off a sketch called Kitchen 
Diaries by a British beatboxer and musician 
known as Beardyman, which has been viewed 
more than 4.5m times on YouTube.

Ad Nauseam has been reporting the increasing 
reliance of ad agencies on a quick YouTube trawl 
for several years now. Struggling creatives borrow 
someone else’s idea, flog it to clients as some kind 
of afflatus and charge correspondingly. The 
person who actually conceived the idea is rarely 
credited or, more importantly, paid.

In this instance, however, the McVitie’s 
agency, Publicis, did approach Beardyman and 
showed him a script. He turned it down, on the 
grounds that “It was fucking shit.” So Publicis 
simply hired another beatboxer and barrelled on 
regardless.

Beardyman wrote on Twitter: “Shame… i’ve 
always liked hobnobs… now i’m gonna have to 
sue their sorry asses for ripping off my shit!”

We will watch with interest to see if he does. It 
might prove a salutary reminder to advertising 
agencies that they’re supposed to be part of the 
creative industries, not undermining them.

H O w  T V 
J O U R n a L i s m  w O R K s

“AMERICA Loves Cheryl Cole,” shrieked 
the headline on an “exclusive” by the Sun’s US 
editor Pete Sansom on 10 May. 

The talent show judge had, he reported, 
“dazzled America with her US X Factor debut” 
when she “faced her TV public for the first time at 
a 10,000-seater arena in Los Angeles as she 
filmed the show’s first auditions… Top industry 
mag Entertainment Weekly called Cheryl 
‘charming’ and the LA Times set up a web feed of 
stories about her… Fans at the city’s Galen Centre 
adored her.”

Sun readers can expect more flattering insider 
gossip about Cole and her colleagues in coming 
months. Partly because the US X Factor is to be 
broadcast on Fox, the television channel owned 
by Sun proprietor Rupert Murdoch. But also 
because Pete Sansom happens to be going out 
with Ann-Marie Thomson, Simon Cowell’s 
right-hand woman and head of media for Syco 
TV, makers of the US X Factor.

w O R L d  O f  H y p e
JUBILANT at its Eurovision success, the 

corrupt and authoritarian republic of 
Azerbaijan is looking forward to reaping the 
benefits – aided and abetted by creepy PR man 
Matthew Freud.

As we noted in the last Eye, Freud has been 
hired by Leyla Aliyeva, fun-loving daughter of 
Azerbaijani dictator Ilham Aliyev, to improve the 
regime’s malodorous reputation. No easy task, 
you’d think.

Hundreds of young pro-democracy 
demonstrators have been arrested since they took 
to the streets of Baku in mid-March, inspired by 
the Arab Spring. Last Wednesday a young 
political activist who used Facebook to organise 
protests was jailed for two years. And only two 
days before Ell/Nikki won Eurovision with 
“Running Scared”, the European parliament 
passed a unanimous resolution condemning 
“human rights violations” and “oppression of 
opposition forces” in Azerbaijan.

Still, if anyone can sweeten the stench of the 
Aliyev family it is surely Freud. At the caviar-rich 
London party he organised for Leyla Aliyeva last 
November (at her expense, natch), guests included 
not only Lord Mandelson, as mentioned in the last 
Eye, but also Freud’s wife Elisabeth Murdoch, 
former BP boss Lord Browne, culture minister Ed 
Vaizey, Stuart Rose of M&S, junior press baron 
Evgeny Lebedev and junior Times columnist 
Giles Coren. Rumour has it that next spring’s 
Eurovision fest, live from Baku, will be 
introduced by the lovely Leyla herself. Is it too 
much to hope that her friend Mandelson will act 
as warm-up man with a rendition of “Puppet on a 
String”?

“The voices in my head –  you’re saying 
they’re all Martin Jarvis?”

10.30pm Newsnight
Assessing the impact of a demand for a 
significant increase in the annual EU budget. 
Contains some sexual content. [S] Followed 
by weather.

BBC2 on-screen menu
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WHILE the BBC and Guardian were 
reporting last Wednesday that Operation 
Weeting detectives had arrested Raoul Simons, 
deputy football editor at the Times, the London 
Evening Standard identified him only as a 
“35-year-old man” and hastily changed the 
subject. 

Why so coy? Surely not because the matters 
on which Knacker was questioning Simons date 
back to his previous job as a sports hack at the 
Evening Standard, which he joined in 2002? 

His sports editor at the Standard in those days 
was Simon Greenberg – who is now earning 
£1.2m a year as a member of News Corporation’s 
management and standards committee, 
responsible for the internal investigation into 
phone hacking. Should Simons ever have the 
misfortune to be charged with anything, perhaps 
he’ll call Greenberg as a character witness. 

BEFORE Inspector Knacker wastes any 
more time pursuing the Guardian’s Amelia Hill 
over alleged leaks from Operation Weeting’s 
investigation into phone hacking, he should 
recall the lessons of a similar case against 
another respected hack.

Three years ago, a judge made it clear that 
unless issues of national security were at stake, 
journalists and their sources are protected under 
article 10 of the human rights act, governing 
freedom of expression, which covers leaked 
material.

Thus unless Ms Hill, who has been questioned 
under caution, has been handing over banknotes 
in brown envelopes to bent coppers, any further 
attempt by the Weeting team to criminalise 
contact between journalists and contacts is 
doomed.

The judge’s previous ruling came in the case 
of Sally Murrer, a local paper crime reporter. Her 
case for press freedom, taken up by the Eye, 
became a major source of embarrassment for 
Thames Valley police. 

Murrer was arrested in May 2007, strip-
searched and detained, and had her home and 
office raided. Even when it became clear there 
was no corruption and no issue of national 
security, she was still pursued for doing what all 
journalists and contacts do – discuss potential 
stories. 

Hill and her paper clearly haven’t been 
engaged in the sort of hackery and police 
corruption that the Guardian has been keenly 
exposing. So shouldn’t Knacker concentrate on 
uncovering the real villains in the phone-hacking 
scandal?

WHERE is Colonel Gaddafi’s chum Giovanni 
di Stefano when he needs him? Alas for Gaddafi, 
the London-based businessman who has 
claimed to be his solicitor is so preoccupied with 
other pressing concerns he may not have much 
time to spare for the fugitive tyrant.

Di Stefano has an appointment at Southwark 
crown court later this month to answer 18 charges 
of money-laundering, stealing a BMW car and 
obtaining money by deception. “The alleged 
deceptions,” according to the Crown Prosecution 
Service, “include representations that he was a 
qualified Italian lawyer.” Di Stefano – who boasts 
that his clients have included Saddam Hussein, 
Charles Manson, Ronnie Biggs and Serbian 
warlord Arkan – denies all charges. 

As if that weren’t enough to keep him busy, 
Giovanni has chosen this moment to bring some 
probity to the Street of Shame by starting a 
newspaper. As chairman and CEO of News of the 
World Online, which launched last Sunday, he has 
issued a corporate video explaining that this 
phoenix-like version of the Screws will have no 
entrapment, no fake sheikhs: “We, the News of the 
World Online, will deliver news... We will not 
create it.”

His appropriation of the title may come as a 
surprise to News International, which still owns it. 
Potential contributors may also be deterred when 
they learn that there’s no money to pay them, only 
a promise of shares in the noble enterprise. Still, 
the sports editor (one Michele di Stefano, who may 
by chance be related) is making a virtue of 
necessity. “We could approach a million different 
sports writers but it’s high time for some new 
faces,” he writes. “Send your details and help us 
report sports news... your chance is here and now!” 
His chief lieutenant – “contributing editor, sport” 
– is Michael Biggs, a man who has no editorial 
experience but happens to be the son of di Stefano’s 

“THE possible involvement of Mirror group 
journalists in phone-hacking in years gone by 
will be one of the first topics for the Times’s 
newly appointed media correspondent… Eva 
Simpson, former 3am girl on the Daily Mirror, 
to get her teeth into,” pointed out the Eye in 
August (issue 1294). And we are delighted to 
report that that is exactly what she has done.

Simpson – who has yet to be officially 
announced in the job – was dispatched home for 
two days to work on an epic piece about her time 
on the tabloid, which, while clearly stating that 
she would never have dreamt of doing any phone 
hacking herself, implies that she was aware of 
nefarious goings-on elsewhere on the Mirror.

However, it remains unpublished – and Times 
editor James Harding is apparently agonising over 
whether it should ever see the light of day. “It was 
an insurance policy for the paper,” says our man 
in Wapping, “but they’ve realised that if they 
publish it they may be a hostage to fortune – 
people could come out and give a different 
version.”

“HOW can slippery Peter Mandelson afford 
an £8m mansion so soon after leaving 
politics?” asks veteran Sun pundit Trevor 
Kavanagh.

“After his recent public praise for Ukraine, 
could the answer have anything to do with the 
shady and corrupt former Soviet Union and other 
dodgy states where the rule of law gets short 
shrift?”

Alas Kavanagh fails to mention another 
former Soviet republic, Azerbaijan, which the 
former business secretary has also got to know. As 
the Eye reported in May, Mandy was an honoured 
guest at a London party thrown by Leila Aliyeva, 
daughter of the Azerbaijani dictator (Eye 1288). 
And three months ago the Sun itself ran a drooling 
full-page of arslkihan for the country, headed “We 
Azer Be Mates With Ex-Soviet State”. 

Who spins on behalf of Ms Aliyeva? Step 
forward Mandy’s chum Matthew Freud, 
son-in-law of Kavanagh’s proprietor!

THE Financial Times is unimpressed by the 
UK government’s agreement with Switzerland 
to crack down on tax fiddlers. “Anti-evasion 
deal too easy to evade,” its editorial laments. 

And the Pink ’Un should know. As the Eye has 
reported, the FT’s parent company Pearson has 
moved some assets to Luxembourg to reduce its 
UK tax bill; chief executive Dame Marjorie 
Scardino has arranged her London housing via an 
offshore holding company in Jersey to minimise 
her potential tax liability; and chairman Glen 
Moreno is a former trustee of Liechtenstein 
Global Trust, a private bank which exists to 
promote tax-dodging on a grand scale through the 
principality’s famous secrecy. 

“HANDS off our land” is the rallying cry 
from the Daily Telegraph in its campaign 
against reform of the planning laws.

“This turns the purpose of planning on its 
head, replacing its traditional role of guarding the 
public benefit with a bias to promoting the private 
interests of developers,” the paper argues. “And it 
flouts a pre-election Conservative Party promise 
to empower local people to ‘specify what kind of 
development and use of land they want to see in 
their areas’.”

Yes, “the public benefit” must be guarded at 
all times. Except, of course, on the island of Sark 
where the Telegraph-owning Barclay brothers 
have used slash-and-burn methods to turn 20 
acres of crucial sheep pasture and bird-breeding 
scrub into unwanted vineyards (see Eyes 1288 and 
1295) – to the consternation of many islanders, as 
well as the RSPB.

“FAKE Sheikh” Mazher Mahmood’s 
appointment at the Sunday Times – predicted 
in the Eye a month ago (Eye 1294) – has not 
gone down well with his new colleagues, who 
were recently told by editor John Witherow 
that subterfuge, stings and false identities (the 
very things in which Mahmood specialises) 

client Ronnie Biggs, the train robber.
Other executives are no less exotic. The royal 

correspondent is Ian Strachan, recently released 
from a five-year jail term for attempting to 
blackmail a member of the royal family. Even his 
own barrister admitted to the Old Bailey jury that 
his client – real name Paul Adelsteinsson – was “a 
twit”. He’s also a serial fantasist who pretended to 
be a solicitor and forged a document that pretended 
to show that the News of the Screws had offered 
him £250,000 for his story about the unnamed 
royal. His first legal representative was one 
Giovanni di Stefano, and the solicitor who 
represented him at the trial was Simon Jowett – 
who now rejoices in the title “contributing editor, 
legal affairs” for the new online Screws. 

The “contributing editor, US showbiz” is the 
former masseur Prince Frederic von Anhalt, 
husband of Zsa Zsa Gabor (who is 26 years his 
senior). He began life as Hans Lichtenberg but 
acquired his title on being “adopted” at the age of 
36 by an octogenarian German princess – though 
her family dispute this. The “USA entertainment 
editor” is Diane Passage, a professional stripper. 
Her husband, celebrity finance adviser Kenneth 
Starr, is currently serving a 33-year term for 
stealing $33m from clients such as Sylvester 
Stallone, Uma Thurman, Al Pacino and Martin 
Scorsese. The “social diary editor” is Birgit 
Cunningham, a posh but penniless single mother 
who sold a kiss-and-tell story about her affair with 
Tory politician Lord Strathclyde earlier this year.

Just the team, surely, to redeem the Screws title 
from sleaze and scumminess. “News delivered, not 
news created,” di Stefano promises. “There’s some 
great stories.” Indeed so. His first up-to-the-minute 
scoops allege that Labour politician John Stonehouse 
masterminded the Great Train Robbery and that Lord 
Lucan was murdered by, er, Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
Can the Zinoviev Letter be far behind?

have been banned from the paper.
Mahmood does not come unaccompanied. 

Hire the Sheikh and you also take on his retinue, 
which includes his own personal researchers, IT 
boffins and the bodyguards he claims to need to 
keep him safe from all those criminals, minor 
royals and celebrity coke-snorters he has exposes. 
This comes at a time when yet more redundancies 
are looming across News International. 

“You could hire someone who puts on some 
fancy dress and beguiles people into spilling 
salacious tittle-tattle, or you could retain six or 
seven reporters,” a Sunday Times insider froths to 
the Eye. “I cannot believe the paper has chosen 
him.” 

Veteran investigative reporters Jonathan 
Calvert and David Leppard are said to be 
considering their own positions as a result of 
Mahmood’s appointment. Other staff have been 
recalling his last stint on the paper in the 1980s, 
which ended when he was fired by the then 
managing editor Roy Greenslade for “an act of 
gross dishonesty” which involved trying to amend 
someone else’s copy so they would take the blame 
for one of his own mistakes.

t h e  c r a z y  w o r l d  o f  g i o  p o l i t i c s
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Billet-doux from Baku
WHETHER or not Engelbert Humperdinck 

takes the laurels at next month’s Eurovision 
song contest in Baku, we already know the real 
winner: President Ilham Aliyev, authoritarian 
ruler of host nation Azerbaijan, who is 
spending a fortune to spin a positive image of 
his wretched regime. In a country where 42 
percent of the rural population lives in poverty, 
his propaganda unit has a budget of $28m.

His main accomplice is the fun-loving First 
Daughter, Leyla Aliyeva, who besides 
commentating on the song contest for Azeri TV 
– a job she won strictly on merit, of course – is 
also the editor-in-chief of Baku, a glossy 
propaganda “style magazine” launched in London 
last year by Condé Nast, promoted by Freud 
Communications and bankrolled by Leyla’s 
doting dad. Its funding is so generous it even has 
its own font.

The magazine boasts a stellar list of 
contributors including Professor Norman Stone 
and Vogue’s fashion features editor Harriet Quick. 
Another, more surprisingly, is GQ feature-writer 
Ed Caesar, who was commissioned to write about 
a visit to Baku by London “street-artist” Rich 
Simmons. Caesar won Amnesty International 
Media Awards in both 2010 and 2011 for 
dispatches from Africa, but he seems unaware of 
the damning reports by Amnesty and others about 
Azerbaijan. Only two days before last year’s 
Eurovision victory, the European parliament 
passed a unanimous resolution condemning 
President Aliyev’s “human rights violations” and 
“oppression of opposition forces”.

The country’s winning Eurovision song was 
“Running Scared”, and Amnesty points out that 
“this is, quite literally, what hundreds of peaceful 
protesters were doing in downtown Baku, as police 
violently sought to silence them”. The most recent 
of many such incidents was on 17 March, when 
three youth activists were arrested at a peaceful 
protest in Baku and beaten savagely by police. 

Still, if anyone can sweeten the stench of the 
Aliyev family it is surely the lovely Leyla. At a 
caviar-rich London party organised by Matthew 
Freud to launch her on the London scene 18 months 
ago (at her expense, natch), guests included Lord 
Mandelson, Freud’s wife Elisabeth Murdoch, former 
BP boss Lord Browne, culture minister Ed Vaizey, 
former M&S boss Stuart Rose, Indie proprietor 
Evgeny Lebedev and Times columnist Giles Coren. 
Is it too late for Engelbert Humperdinck to be 
replaced by all the above, giving their spirited 
rendition of “Puppet on a String”?

eye 
World

Update on Syria
THE defence of the massacres in Homs  

by Dr Fawaz Akhras, father of Bashar 
Assad’s wife Asma (see last Eye), could not 
have come at a worse time for the British 
Syrian Society and the Council for the 
advancement of Arab-British Understanding 
(CAABU).

Both purport to stand up for the Arab people. 
But the unwary might be forgiven for suspecting 
they are keener on defending the dictators who 
oppress them.

Akhras is chairman of the British Syrian 
Society. The slaughter of Syrians by his son-in-
law did not bother him in the least. He compared 
the uprising against a dictatorship to the London 
riots and said the death toll of 7,000 was “much 
better” than the toll in Libya.

British hacks guessed long ago that he was 
the Assad family’s enforcer in London. 
“Informally, Akhras plays a role as gatekeeper 
for Assad, vetting British journalists who wish to 
interview the president,” noted the Guardian’s 
diplomatic editor, Ian Black, last year. “He is 
close to the Syrian ambassador to Britain, the 
economist Sami Khiyami, who serves with him 
on the advisory board of the Centre for Syrian 
Studies at St Andrews University.”

As the corpses pile up, St Andrews may have 
some hard questions to answer on the source of its 
funding. But maybe the money will dry up for 
both the university and the lobby groups. 

Although separate organizations, the  
British Syrian Society and CAABU are tied 
together at many levels. Both are favoured by 
businesses hoping to find contracts in the Middle 
East and by British conservatives. The British 
Syrian Society’s directors include Brian 
Constant, a banker, Sir Gavyn Arthur, a former 
Lord Mayor of London, and Sir Andrew Green, 
the former ambassador to Syria and head of 
Migration Watch UK. They serve alongside 
Labour MP Andy Love and former broadcaster 
Martin Short.

Sensing trouble, the Council for Arab-British 
Understanding is trying to distance itself from the 
Syria lobby. Chris Doyle, its director, told the 
Times last week he could not understand why the 
British Syrian Society’s British directors had not 
resigned. “If they can’t take a principled stand on 
the regime, they should step down.”

Given the links between the organizations, he 
may have to do better than that.

Doyle is married to Rim Turkmani, a Syrian 
national, who until recently worked for the British 
Syrian Society. In March 2011, after Syrian 
human rights activist Suhair Atassi had been 
dragged by the hair by the secret police for taking 
part in a peaceful demonstration, Turkmani told 
the BBC life was pretty good for women in 
Assad’s Syria. Why a woman was even vice-
president!

Another CAABU board member, John 
McHugo, chair of the Lib Dem “Friends of 
Palestine”, wrote a report on the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights. In his acknowledgements he said: 
“The Syrian Embassy in London lent its full 
support to the event and arranged through its 
good offices for the subsequent printing of this 
second edition.” In the report, he offered “special 
thanks” to Shaza Shannan “for her valuable 
contribution to the organisation of the 
conference”. Until the Akras disclosures, 
Shannan was a board member of both CAABU 
and the British Syrian Society.

Alas, the brown-nosing may have been in 
vain. CAABU has just launched an emergency 
appeal. Not to bring aid to the victims of Assad, 
but “so that it can continue its vital work”. If 
donors don’t stump up, it says, it “will have to 
close its office at the end of May”.

The Foreign Office may turn the screws before 
then. Officials are examining the thousands of 
leaked Assad emails. “Where we have watertight 
evidence of association with the Syrian regime we 
will consider appropriate action,” a spokesman 
told diplomatic correspondents.

Postcard from the Falklands
rELATIONS between Britain and 

Argentina are at their lowest since the invasion 
of the Falkland Islands 30 years ago this week.

Argentines reacted hysterically to the dispatch 
of Prince William to the islands in February on a 
six-week helicopter training exercise and to the 
deployment of HMS Dauntless, one of Britain’s 
most modern destroyers. In response Argentina has 
attempted an economic blockade of the islands, 
sent threatening letters to banks that are supporting 
oil exploration in the waters around the Falklands, 
and last month persuaded Peru to withdraw an 
invitation to the British frigate Montrose.

Time, then, to make a conciliatory gesture to 
the excitable South Americans?

Er, not quite. The only gesture Britain is 
making is a two-fingered one. The next contingent 
of infantry to garrison the islands, in time for the 
30th anniversary celebrations in June, will be 3 
Battalion, the Parachute Regiment – the unit whose 
bloody capture of Mount Longdon, outside Port 
Stanley, paved the way for the final British victory 
in 1982. In the course of the war 40 Paras were 
killed, including two posthumous VCs. They were 
the first British troops into Stanley on 15 June.

The significance of the Paras’ presence will not 
be lost on the Argies. Nor is it lost on the Paras 
themselves. “It’s fuel on the flames!” says Our 
Man in Colchester, merrily. Utrinque Paratus!

Missive from the Maldives
THE toppling of Mohamed Nasheed, the 

Maldives’ first democratically elected 
president, in a violent coup in February must 
have embarrassed new president Waheed 
Hassan’s unofficial adviser, Jonathan Upton, a 
former senior Blair aide turned PR man. 

Upton, who was “head of corporate 
development” at Labour when Mr Tony was elected 
PM in 1997, left in 2001 to set up a PR outfit called 
the Campaign Company with another former senior 
Labour staffer, David Evans. It was here Upton 
developed links with opponents of Nasheed.

Upton has been busy in paradise denying the 
coup and, according to insiders, helping to 
produce a dismal official document entitled 
Roadmap for a Possible Way Forward. Like the 
former Dear Leader’s long-forgotten Middle East 
“Roadmap”, the Maldivian version contains a lot 
New Labour-style wishful thinking about forming 
a “Government of National Unity”. But it’s short 
on specifics regarding an election date, and it 
ignores the uncomfortable fact that Nasheed was 
deposed in a violent coup largely backed by the 
family of ex-dictator Abdul Gayoom and assorted 
tourist resort owners. 

But Upton is a practitioner, even if a rather 
bumbling one, of the dark arts. Here he is on the 
subject of “Why Negative campaigning Works” in 
Total Politics magazine three years ago: 
“Negative campaigning is not the be-all or end-all 
of a campaign,” he writes. “However it is a 
necessary part of any political tool-kit.” Including, 
it seems, his own miserable Maldivian tool kit.

“Careful, lads, the Afghan army’s  
covering our backs”

EU-phemisms

A policy which might actually be popular
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SOCIAL media guru and sometime 
newspaper proprietor Rupert Murdoch 
recently told his Twitter followers what his 
offspring thought of the new children’s movie, 
The Croods.

“Kids enjoyed screening of new Dreamworks 
movie, the Croods,” he tweeted, without revealing 
which of his children he was roping in as junior 
publicists (James, after all, does have time on his 
hands at the moment). In fact something even 
more exciting seemed to be happening as 
Dreamworks isn’t even slightly owned by 
News Corporation. Was the Digger fi nally 
plugging a product he didn’t have a direct 
fi nancial interest in? 

Er, no. The fi lm may have been made 
by Dreamworks, but the company in charge 
of the distribution is… Murdoch’s 20th 
Century Fox!

“They prefer to be left to their own devices”

“The fi rst time we got naked the director 
and stage manager went out for a cup of tea 
and me and Phoebe [Waller-Bridge] turned 
all the lights out, shut all the blinds, took off 
our clothes and ran around screaming like 
children.”

KEIR CHARLES on rehearsals 
for Mydidae
BBC News website

Submitted by Cathy Feeny

IT’s good to see the Open University (OU) 
– motto “Learn and Live” – upholding the 
traditional approach to inconvenient scientifi c 
observation that began with the inquisition of 
Galileo 400 years ago.

Last month the OU launched a series of 60 
Second Adventures videos on astronomy. These 
bite-sized bits of science, narrated by comedian 
David Mitchell, set out to explain the wonders of 
the universe with “fl uid animation and rapier wit”, 
said the OU. 

“We can get across deep scientifi c concepts 
and still have room for a few jokes. The origin 
and fate of the universe, time dilation in relativity, 
how to make black holes; nothing was too tricky,” 
gushed its press release.

One thing did prove too tricky on the video 
entitled The Rotating Moon, however – the small 
matter of which way the moon, er, rotates. 
Contrary to centuries of observation, the OU 
animated the moon phasing from “old” to “full”, 
which is the opposite of what actually happens. 

When the error was pointed out by freelance 
science writer Russ Swan, in a comment on the 
YouTube video, the UK-based OU’s David 
Rothery issued a terse riposte that the criticism 
“would be correct if the scene were explicity [sic] 
set in northern temperate latitudes… for those in 
Australia it would look as shown”. An hour or so 
later both Swan’s original comment and Rothery’s 
response were deleted, only for an amended 
version of the reply to re-appear a couple of days 
later after yet another eagle-eyed YouTube viewer 
pointed out the error.

THANK goodness for Evan Davis, who 
brings such solid economic competence to 
Radio 4’s Today programme.

On 12 March he interviewed Cathy Jamieson, 
the shadow economic secretary to the Treasury, 
about Labour’s proposal, lifted from the Liberal 
Democrats, to impose a mansion tax. “We want to 
reintroduce a 10p tax rate... We think that raising 
the money from a mansion tax on properties 
worth over £2 million is one way to do this,” she 
told him.

“£2 billion, I think you mean,” Davis 
corrected her – only for Jamieson to agree that he 
was quite correct. Good luck raising revenues 
with that one!

A D  N A U S E A M 
THE Guardian has launched a 

new poster campaign in America to 
promote its Voice Your View 
website. The posters use Gestalt 
Shift imagery so that a gun turns 
into a face when the image is fl ipped vertically. 

The Guardian’s US digital operation, of 
course, is the great hope on which a fl ailing 
GN&M management has bet the house. This has 
caused no little resentment among hacks in Kings 
Place who haven’t been fl own to New York and 
are instead waiting for the next round of 
redundancies.

This might explain why it was the UK paper’s 
own Media Monkey column that pointed out that 
the US ad campaign was profoundly unoriginal. It 
said BBH New York’s posters were peddling “a 
similar message” to the idea that the Guardian 
fi rst used nearly 30 years ago in its “Points of 
View” cinema spot. Media Monkey might have 
added that it is also the same message used by the 
Economist in its “Where Do You Stand?” 
campaign, which has been running since 2010. 

Perhaps Guardian staffers’ faith in advertising 
has been shaken after the recent Hugh Grant 
“Own the Weekend” big budget campaign (Eye 
1332). It has proved so effective the Guardian’s 
circulation has just dropped below 200,000 for the 
fi rst time since records began in 1949.

BBC Five Live presenter Victoria 
Derbyshire made headlines in 2010 criticising 
her then boss Adrian Van Klaveren in an 
on-air interview for refusing to relocate 
permanently to the north along with the 
station. She insisted that “they wouldn’t have 
given the job to somebody who wasn’t properly 
moving to Manchester”. 

In early 2012, ten weeks after Five Live 
moved to Salford, it emerged that Derbyshire had 
continued to broadcast around 40 percent of her 
shows from London.

Questioned about this a year later, head 
of BBC North Peter Salmon was dismissive. 
“The bulk of Victoria’s shows are from 
Salford,” he assured a conference audience 
in January.

And what does “the bulk” translate to in 
BBCspeak? Between 1 January 2013 and the end 
of last week, out of 47 shows Derbyshire has been 
in the Salford studio for… 12 of them, a quarter 
of her broadcasts.

SCRATCH MY BAKU, PT  94
A PRESS release from London PR fi rm 

Pelham Communications brings glad tidings of 
a public arts festival in Baku, capital of 
Azerbaijan. Starting last Thursday and running 
for six months, the event features “artworks 
diverse in media and meaning”, ranging from 
“a sculpted ear which confi dentially records 
secrets” to a giant infl atable rubber duck. 
Britain is represented by artist Patricio 
Forrester, who promises something on the 
theme of “art in adversity”. 

Why would an art-fest in the distant Caucasus 
hire expensive PRs to publicise it in Britain? Here 
are some clues. 

The event’s organiser, Aida Mahmudova, 
describes herself as an artist and an art patron but 
forgets to add that she is also the niece of Mehriban 
Aliyeva, Azerbaijan’s First Lady. Among the local 
artists invited to participate is one Leyla Aliyeva, 
“whose distinctive and expressive graphic work is 
part of the collection of the Museum of Modern 
Art in Baku” – and who also happens to be the 

spoilt-brat daughter of Mehriban and authoritarian 
president Ilham Aliyev, though the publicity bumf 
omits to mention that. 

In short, the arts festival seems to be for 
international rather than domestic consumption – 
yet another stunt to distract attention from the 
appalling human-rights reputation of the former 
Soviet state. This “caviar diplomacy” began in 
2010 with a London exhibition of Azerbaijani rugs 
and furnishings – fi nanced by Leyla Aliyeva, 
promoted by spivvy PR man Matthew Freud, with 
a lavish opening-party attended by Freud’s wife 
Elisabeth Murdoch, culture minister Ed Vaizey and 
Peter Mandelson. Then there was the launch of 
glossy English-language mag Baku – published in 
London for a hefty fee by Condé Nast, with, er, 
Leyla Aliyeva as editor-in-chief and her doting dad 
paying the bills. And of course there have been 
freebies and gifts galore for MPs and peers, as 
listed in Eye 1333. 

Now Pelham Communications and Patricio 
Forrester have joined the ever-lengthening list of 
Londoners taking the Azeri shilling. Treble caviar 
all round!

The Chase, ITV
Bradley Walsh: Oliver Cromwell is said to 
have urged his men to put their trust in God 
and to keep what item dry? Was it their 
powder, their wigs or their boots?
Contestant: [selects answer]
Walsh: You’ve put their boots.
Contestant: I don’t 
think it’s their 
powder – that 
doesn’t make any 
sense to me. So it’s 
got to be boots. 
Nobody likes wet 
feet.
Walsh: In the binary 
system, “111” 
represents which number? Is it 7, 11 or 15?
Contestant: [selects answer]
Walsh: You’ve put 15. Do you know this?
Contestant: I went for a number that’s 
divisible by three. So if “1” represents fi ve 
then it’s 15.
Walsh: Where is the “fi ssure of Rolando” 
located? Is it the human brain, the 
constellation of Leo or the Grand Canyon?
Contestant: [selects answer]
Walsh: You’ve put the Grand Canyon. 
Have you ever been to the Grand Canyon?
Contestant: No. I think I might know if it 
had been the human brain, and my best 
friend’s a Leo and I’ve never heard her talk 
about anything like that.
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“In recognition of our solemn day of 
remembrance to fallen soldiers, Memorial 
Day, Shrapnel Games is running a very special 
sale. From today thru June 2nd, all wargame 
offerings from Shrapnel Games are being 
discounted. All wargaming titles are on sale! 
These include: Air Assault Task Force… Battle 
Group Commander… The Falklands War: 
1982… Raging Tiger: The Second Korean 
War… Are you an active duty member of the 
US military or retired? Do you want to save 
10% on all your Shrapnel Games purchases? 
Then take advantage of our Shrapnel’s Savings 
for Scholars & Soldiers discount program by 
enrolling today. For all the details please visit 
the program’s page here.” – Press release by 
Shrapnel Games, 23 May 

“In recognition of our solemn day of 

DesperateDesperateDesperate
Marketing

T A  N E W S
THE plan to reduce regular troop numbers 

by 20,000 while doubling the Territorial Army 
to 30,000 was controversial enough when it was 
announced in 2011. It is doubly so now that 
Ministry of Defence chiefs are considering 
paying a £5,000 “golden hello” to ex-regulars 
who join the TA and promising the slackers in 
the ranks that they will not have to face 
combat in sandy places.

The new TA was expected to take the place of 
regular troops currently being made redundant. 
But TA numbers actually fell between 2011 and 
2012 as more of them became “windy” at the idea 
of serving in Afghanistan. Numbers have barely 
risen since and the MoD is far short of its 
recruitment target.

Critics argue that the quality of soldiers in the 
British army, currently extremely high and based 
on extensive combat experience, will suffer. 
Despite investing £1.8bn in training, equipment 
and support for the reserves over the next 10 
years, there are serious doubts that the quality of 
training will match the regular equivalent. 

A reservist in the Royal Auxiliary Air Force, 
for example, can currently get through basic 
training at RAF Halton in two weeks while it 
takes 22 weeks to train a regular doing the same 
job for service as a gunner in the RAF Regiment. 
Some fear the move will create a “two tier” TA 
– one lot of old lags with combat experience 
staying in barracks while other, more fresh-faced 
recruits go off to do the fi ghting with no 
experience other than “pre deployment training” 
in a mock-up of an Afghan street. On one training 
exercise with reservists, a car was driven to a 
makeshift training checkpoint. The reservists let 

S C R A T C H  M Y  B A K U , 
P T  9 4
PLUTOCRAT parish-magazine Spear’s 

– “the essential resource for high net worths” 
– has been asking some awkward questions of 
millionaire art dealer Simon de Pury, notably 
why a dealer who collects dissident artist Ai 
Wei Wei was willing to host last year’s “Fly to 
Baku” exhibition of art from Azerbaijan.

The exhibition was opened by Leyla Aliyeva, 
spoilt-brat daughter of Azerbaijan’s repressive 
president, Ilham Aliyev, and sponsored by the 
glossy mag Baku – vanity-published in London 
by Condé Nast, with Leyla as editor-in-chief and 
her doting dad paying the bills.

Recalling the Eye’s work in exposing the 
connivance of MPs and others who take freebies 
from the dictatorship, Spear’s wondered if the 
“Fly to Baku” show was “simply PR for a 
cash-rich authoritarian government, using art to 
distract from a regime of repression?” 

Days after the piece went up online, it was 
severely edited to remove all negative references 
to Azerbaijan. The two UK PR fi rms connected to 
the country, The European Azerbaijan Society and 
Freud Communications, were asked by the Eye 
whether they had been involved in censoring the 
piece. TEAS said it hadn’t, but Matthew Freud 
seemed curiously reluctant to issue any such 
denial.

Meanwhile in Azerbaijan, in the run-up to the 
presidential elections, prominent journalists are 
receiving threats of violence and imprisonment. 
How lucky the regime still has so many friends in 
the UK!

F O R E S T  C H U M P S
URGING the public to dig their green 

fi ngers into their pockets to fork out more than 
£1m to help renovate the Temperate House at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, director 
Richard Deverell said: “The project represents 
a real change in the way in which Kew will 
communicate and bring to life why plants 
matter, why saving them matters and 
ultimately why Kew’s science and horticultural 
expertise matters.” 

One wonders whether Kew trustee Sir Henry 
Keswick has heeded the worthy message and 
handed over some of his own £2.375bn fortune to 
the project, part of Kew’s £100m “Breathing 
Planet Campaign”. Kew’s work in saving the 
planet might not be quite so necessary if it were 
not for companies such as palm oil producer Astra 
Agro Lestari, which has been criticised repeatedly 
for its part in deforestation in Indonesia that is 
destroying the habitat of the orangutan. When 
Indonesia recently extended its moratorium on 
logging an area of pristine forest and peat bog the 
size of Texas, a director at Astra Agro complained 
that “the moratorium lacks scientifi c evidence and 
is arbitrary”. 

Astra Agro Lestari is part of Astra 
International, which is part of the Jardines group… 
of which Keswick is chairman.

C H I N A 
S H O P P E D
THE rift continues to widen 

between Britain and much of 
the rest of the world over 
whether telecom supplier 
Huawei (Eyes passim) is an evil 
pawn of the Chinese 
government or a harmless 
teddy bear.

Citing concerns that 
Huawei’s equipment may be 
leaving telecoms networks open 
to surveillance by the Chinese 
government, other countries, 
including the US, Canada, 
Australia and India, have severely restricted 
imports or are considering doing so. David 
Cameron, though, is a big fan. “The British 
government values the important relationship with 
China,” he said last year, announcing a major 
expansion of Huawei’s UK facilities.

On top of security concerns there are now 
suggestions that the company’s technology is also 
much too cheap. The European Commission is 
poised to threaten China formally with trade 
sanctions over what it says are illegal state 
subsidies. It is the low prices achieved through 
those subsidies that have won Huawei business 
from 80 percent of the world’s top 50 telecoms 
fi rms, including all the major UK players.

Huawei kit is already inside virtually all 
Britain’s important telecoms infrastructure. The 
company is supplying the equipment for the EE 
4G network and also has deals with TalkTalk, 
Vodafone and BSkyB. But its cosy relationship 
with BT is what causes most concern. 

It was BT that gave Huawei its fi rst big 
contract in the west in 2005 (incidentally helping 
to break up British supplier Marconi in the 
process). Huawei is helping BT modernise its 
copper broadband service and is also a major 
supplier for its national fi bre-optic broadband 
roll-out – one of the UK’s biggest infrastructure 
projects under way today. Last year, as the result 
of the axing of regional development agencies, 
the government even allowed Huawei to buy CIP 
Technologies – located inside BT’s high-security 
research facility, Adastral Park in Suffolk.

Last autumn Commons intelligence and 
security committee chairman Malcolm Rifkind 
commissioned a report looking at Huawei’s 
activities in the UK. The report was submitted to 
Cameron before Christmas and a Cabinet Offi ce 
offi cial tells the Eye the PM has decided to 
publish it in the next few weeks. He’s not required 
to do so – so it’s a fair bet it will be pretty 
favourable.

Huawei is already deeply embedded in the 
UK’s communications infrastructure. Were we to 
emulate Australia and ban the company from 
major projects, they would all grind to a halt.

the car through, not noticing the barely concealed 
mortar round under the bonnet. 

The TA and other reserve outfi ts have always 
suffered from a two-tier problem to a degree, with 
a growing number throwing in the towel rather 
than going to fi ght while others stay in and fi ght 
with distinction. The real issue, however, is that 
the new cash offer reveals how desperate the 
MoD is for the plan, called Future Force 2020, to 
work. As ever the MoD’s solution is to throw 
more money at the project until it does, turning a 
potential disaster into a far more expensive 
potential disaster.

‘Squarebasher’
● Defence Support Group – a sale too far p30

M O U L D I N G  M I N D S
AMONG those using the murder of 

25-year-old soldier Lee Rigby to plug their own 
agenda was free school founder Toby Young, 
whose Telegraph blog offered a way to “prevent 
the kind of atrocity that happened in 
Woolwich” by stopping youths falling into the 
hands of extremist preachers.

No prizes for guessing that Young’s answer 
is… more free schools. In particular, he’s keen to 
send Muslim boys to a chain of military-style free 
schools modelled on the planned Phoenix Free 
School in Oldham, which will be run by 
ex-soldiers (but with no offi cial forces 
involvement).

What Young doesn’t mention, is that of the 
102 free schools given the green light by the 
government this week, at least 23 are religious 
schools or declare a religious “ethos” – two are 
Church of England, two Roman Catholic, 10 other 

Christian denominations, six Muslim and three 
Sikh, all “free” to create their own narrow 
faith-based curriculum. 

The argument that this isn’t necessarily the 
best environment for developing open and 
tolerant minds was boosted last month when the 
Department for Education (DfE) had to put on 
hold plans for the Northern Lights Education 
Trust’s free school in Halifax after Muslim 
parents were sent a leafl et by a partner Islamic 
charity claiming they would go to hell unless they 
participated in the school. The DfE’s Counter 
Extremism Division is investigating.
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