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Hi, I’m Carol Schwartz, former D.C. Councilmember At-Large. In the five and a half years since I have been      

out of elected office, my name has not been in the paper that much nor should it be; but whenever it is,             

I am often referred to as the “perennial mayoral candidate.” Well, it’s been 12 years since I ran for Mayor.     

That was in 2002; it’s now 2014. That’s a long time. But since I’m still referred to in that vein, I might as       

well be what I’m called. So today I am announcing my candidacy for Mayor of the District of Columbia. 

My kids have been upset when they have read this “perennial” label in the Post and other places, thinking 

after my more than 40 years of good service to our city that I deserve a better label. I sure agree.     

But the dictionary defines perennial as constant, lasting, unfailing, unchanging, abiding, enduring. Well, I’m guilty of all the above—and proud            

of it.  They are actually some of the qualities we should look for in a Mayor. And I am glad those in the media who use it think that I possess them. 

This time, though, I have undergone a change, and obviously it’s not a facelift. I am now a registered Independent and have been since late last 

year. I am finally registered to exemplify what I really am—a true Independent. When I switched last year, I had not decided to run for office. But 

now that I am running, I am glad that I did so earlier, because I can say to the Democrats who have supported me even when I was a Republican, 

and those who have wanted to support me, that at least now I am meeting you halfway.  

I am not nor have I ever been simply a label. What I really am is a person who has lived in D.C. for nearly 50 years, a person who chose D.C. I did 

not follow a relationship, a family, a job, or a college to get here. In fact, 48 and ½ years ago I left all of those things back in Texas to move to 

Washington. I chose D.C. because I fell in love with it on a short August visit in 1965. I loved its beauty, its history, its  diversity, its people. And 

that feeling has not changed.  

My love for D.C. is a good part of why I’m running, as well as my great sense of responsibility about its welfare. During this five-year break from 

political life—and many of you may remember, that break was not of my choosing—I have watched closely from the sidelines and have been   

concerned about what is happening in our city’s present and what its future will look like. While I have been extremely happy  to see our town 

develop and thrive—the groundwork which I helped lay during my years in elected office, along with many others then and since—I have become 

more and more troubled as many of our longtime fellow residents are being left behind or pushed out. In fact, our glorious diversity is being 

threatened. 

I have also been very upset as I’ve watched, in this case, thank goodness from the sidelines, as some of our elected officials did us and our city’s 

reputation in. Any corruption is too much—and D.C. has gone beyond the pale. And it concerns me that my former body, the D.C. Council,        

created the circumstances that opened the door for some of these unethical shenanigans to take place, circumstances I tried to stop when I was 

on the Council. For example, a few officials did severe wrongdoing using earmarks and their Constituent Service Funds. Earmarks are sole-source 

contracts that Councilmembers gave out to favored groups. And a now-imprisoned former Councilmember raided his Constituent Service Fund 

for personal use. 

As my former colleagues well know, I tried to stop earmarks when I was on the Council, but unfortunately, was not successful.  However, I was 

successful in stopping members of the Council from raising the amounts collected for their Constituent Service Funds, knowing that they were 

ripe for misuse. Regrettably, as soon as I left, the Council unanimously doubled the amount the Funds could raise each year, and earmarks got 

even bigger in number and amounts. Both abuses finally blew up in their faces, and then, and only then, did they re-group—somewhat. 

Real leaders don’t wait until they get into trouble to know certain things are risky and ill-advised. They know instinctively, using common sense if 

not experience. Sadly, most turn a blind eye and even participate in those antics, and only after the damaging headlines come out, do they speak 

out and act surprised, saying “How could that possibly have happened?” Maybe one answer is that they themselves helped open the floodgates. 

So another major reason why I am running is because I think there is a void in the kind of leadership that speaks up long before the flood comes.  

I want a leader who has the wisdom to recognize chicanery before the “you-know-what” hits the fan and who has the courage to take it on and 

stop it before it hits. I have not seen that leader in this general election. I may not be alone in this feeling, given the low voter turnout in the    

primary and the general lack of enthusiasm about this race.   

Today, our citizens are in need of someone who will fight for their interests, someone who will help earn back our reputation; someone who will 

be beholden to no one but them; someone who can be tough when it is needed but also is always fair; someone who will balance competing  

interests and still get the job done; someone who will protect our city’s property for our own workers, students, and residents, and for future           

generations, instead of practically giving it away; someone who will value and care for our most vulnerable; and someone who will help D.C.    

continue to grow and thrive while using our best efforts to include everyone. 

I believe I am that someone. I have a long history of making a positive difference in our city even when it meant going against the tide, whether  

it was running against Marion Barry twice when few had the courage to do so; voting against the reckless and irresponsible budgets in the 1980s 

 



which led to the Congressionally created Financial Control Board in the 1990s when I was six years gone from the Council; whether it was 

fighting against sole-source contracts of every kind and governmentally established funds that were independently managed—both were not 

only ripe for thievery but used for such; whether it was authoring a resolution, in spite of being a big fan, that called on Dan Snyder to change 

the hurtful name of our football team back in 2001, which I got passed right away by both the D.C. Council and the Council of Governments; 

standing up for students starting in the 1970s way before education reform was fashionable; or fighting to secure sick leave for workers that        

I believe they deserve (and for which I paid a very bitter price in my defeat for re-election—but of which I remain very proud).  

This passion for making a difference led me to the Board of Education, from the mid 70s to the early 80s, where I was elected Vice President 

three times, and where among other things, I brought back standardized tests; fired an inadequate superintendent to make way for two very 

successful ones; championed Banneker Academic High School; wrote columns and created bumper stickers to promote our public schools;     

instituted back-to-basic curriculum; advocated for a longer school day and year as well as stronger evaluations of teachers; and as a result of     

all this, we saw test scores rise. 

It continued with my first term on the Council of the District of Columbia in the mid to late 80s, where I lowered the income tax from 11% to 

9.5%; fought for seniors to remain in their homes by allowing them to defer rising property taxes until they decide to sell; and lowered D.C.’s 

inheritance tax (the highest in the country then) to match the federal level, to name a few.  

It continued during my last three terms (1997-2009) on the Council where I created the Department of the Environment; made us second in the 

country to require hands-free devices while driving; shepherded the nation’s strongest tree law through the Council; rebooted recycling efforts; 

co-introduced the measure to mark Emancipation Proclamation Day; banned government purchase of SUVs except for emergency use;         

upped the registration fees for gas-guzzlers and lowered them for hybrids; created two annual tax-free holidays for back-to-school and holiday 

purchases; prohibited the harassment of students based on sexual orientation; removed most parking meter fees on weekends and evenings; 

promoted the lowering of income tax from 9.5% to 8.5%; loosened parking rules for residents overnight; unearthed and stopped government 

“sweetheart deals”; personally renegotiated several city contracts to save tens of millions of dollars; exercised vigilant oversight which greatly 

improved city services; pushed for the separation of EMS and Fire services; stood up for medical marijuana; strengthened drunk driving laws 

(including lowering the threshold from 1.0 to .08 in 1998); voted for baseball after ensuring that the District got the best deal possible 

Major League Baseball; promoted organ donation; established a perpetual fund for street, bridge, sidewalk, and pothole repair (which was done 

away with after I left the Council—I presume to go to more earmarks—and look at the results); enacted the strongest Whistleblower Protection 

Law in the country (which was replicated by the federal government); and provided safeguards for victims of domestic violence, to name a few. 

There is hardly any area in our city where I have not participated. I have been a volunteer for 45 years with valuable community groups starting 

in 1970 and continuing today: I counseled drug addicts at the Blackman’s Development Center; served as Vice President of the Parents              

Pre-School Council, worked as a volunteer tutor at Malcolm X Elementary School in Anacostia; served on the Board of the Metropolitan Police 

Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs for 25 years, and was its President; devoted 17 years to the Board of the Whitman-Walker Clinic (1989 to 2006) and was its 

Vice President; have been on the Advisory Board of the Kennedy Center for 30 years and was the multi-year chair of its Education Committee; 

have been a 20-year member of the Board of the Hattie M. Strong Foundation, which gives out education grants and scholarships to future   

teachers; served as Regional Co-Chair of PFLAG’s year-long 30th Anniversary Celebration; give fundraisers for causes like the Women’s Campaign 

Fund; and serve on the Board of the Washington Animal Rescue League, to name some. And my children went nowhere but the D.C. Public 

Schools—all three of them from pre-K or K through grade 12. So whether you pay me or not, or whether I am in elected office or not, I am      

always giving my all for our city. 

The only way to know what kind of leader a person will be is by looking at who they have been—what they have done and how they have done 

it. We all know that people don’t really change. So trust more in what you’ve seen in the past, not what you’re promised for the future. Look at 

who has a long and deep record of getting results, while always treating people with dignity and respect, and not just at election time. Look at a 

leader who is known, trusted, constant, unfailing, enduring; in other words, perennial. I hope that as you look, you will recognize me as that 

leader—and will vote for me as your Mayor. 

And if you do, I’m excited about what we can accomplish together. We can prove that you can take care of business and take care of people. We 

can fix our streets and make them safe. We can protect our greenery and do drug treatment. We can do development and have affordable   

housing. We can educate our children and our adults, and do real job training for real jobs while celebrating our diversity—and keeping it. And 

we can work at finally getting the full voting rights we are owed as well as the budget and legislative autonomy we deserve. We can do all this as 

we optimistically look toward the future while embracing our rich and diverse history and those who made it. I hope we have the opportunity to 

start that strong and united future together on November 4th.  

 TRUSTED & PROVEN LEADER 
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