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For Immediate Release 

OMNITRAX DERALIMENT IN NORTHERN MANITOBA HEIGHTENS SAFETY CONCERNS AND RENEWS 

CALL FOR ALL-WEATHER ROADS TO COMMUNITIES  

June 6, 2014. Winnipeg, Manitoba. On Monday June 2, 2014 OmniTrax experienced yet another 

derailment approximately 35 km south of Churchill.  Thirteen car loads of grain being transported to 

Churchill went off track causing both OmniTrax and Via Rail to suspend  travel. 

Accidents such as these acutely affect First Nation communities in the north whose only method of 

transportation in and out of the community may be by rail or air to attend to medical appointments, 

grocery shopping, or work related travel.  Chief Betsy Kennedy of War Lake First Nation indicated that a 

number of her community members were stranded in Thompson as a result of the derailment.  Chief 

Kennedy is among the folks whose travel was also cancelled. 

“This is more than an inconvenience.  I have band members stuck in Thompson who need to get home 

to take care of loved ones and to earn their living.  It’s expensive any way you look at it; whether they 

wait it out, or pay for a charter flight home as there is also no regular scheduled air service to the 

community,” says Kennedy.   

OmniTrax Chief Operating Officer stated that “We take incidents like this very seriously” according to an 

article posted online at CBC News on June 3, 2014.  Chief Kennedy questions the sincerity of such 

statements.  “OmniTrax is apologizing for the inconvenience, but I’m not sure accidents like these aren’t 

preventable.” 

Keewatin Tribal Council (KTC) had issued a press release in September 2013 drawing attention to the 

state of repair needed of the railroad to the Port of Churchill; the environmental risks associated with a 

potential derailment carrying bakken crude oil; health and safety concerns; and the infringement of 

Aboriginal and Treaty Rights. The statement which had been provided by OmniTrax officials in public 

meetings in Thompson in August 2013, “the speed we can afford to keep” approach suggested OmniTrax 

intended to make only the repairs necessary to maintain their velocity.  If true, it follows that the poor 

condition of the rail line may at least partly be the result of willful neglect.  
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Chief Walter Spence of Fox Lake Cree Nation, Chairperson of Keewatin Tribal Council is adamant that the 

derailments pose significant threat to the health and safety of passengers and residents along the rail 

line. “This is a serious safety and environmental risk above all.  Community residents are very concerned 

and have come out to community meetings to demand upgrades to the line and increased standards 

and monitoring. This position has not changed and was called for last summer as well,” says Chief 

Spence.  KTC outlined that accidents occur every year on the line and as many as seven occurred in 

2007.  The accident at Lac-Megantic took the lives of 47 people in July last year. Chief Spence further 

elaborated, “As northerners, we cannot afford to just accept that this rail line may potentially be the 

catalyst in causing irreversible damage to our environment, health and safety, and potentially every 

aspect of our lives.”  

Grand Chief Derek Nepinak believes this is another example on a growing list of reasons to improve all-

season access to northern communities.  “These challenges are foreign to folks living comfortably in the 

cities.  While the province continues to generate millions of dollars from resource extraction and power 

development in the north, First Nation people from the same region continue to struggle to access 

medical attention, post-secondary education, and food security.  The responsibility falls on the province 

to make long term investment in First Nation communities.” 

Chief Kennedy indicates that OmniTrax has not provided compensation to her community for costs 

incurred to fly community members home.  Chief Kennedy has also been in contact with the Minister of 

Infrastructure and Transportation, Hon. Steve Ashton of Thompson and is waiting on his reply for follow 

up. 

For more information please contact: 

Kayla Frank 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
204-296-3601 
kfrank@manitobachiefs.com  
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