
Questions about the development of the Northern Sports Fields site on Springfield Greenbank
Arterial/Augusta Parkway/Brookwater Drive in Springfield.

Can Council please answer the following:

1.       At what stage are the works at the Northern Sports Fields site? Has Mountain 
Creek been diverted? If not, is this still planned?

2.       Why did Council submit its own Development Application for the major 
earthworks at the Springfield site after Springfield withdrew its DA in 2012?

3.       What discussions took place between any Council officer including the Mayor and
Springfield Land Corporation about its Development Application for the 
sportsground site between  September 2011 and October 2012?

4.       What was the Council’s arrangement with Cardno and WRM regarding the 
Council’s application for Development Approval at the site? Please provide details 
including any consulting fees charged by Cardno or WRM.

5.       Is it appropriate that Council approves its own Development Approval?

6.       Are there any rules that apply to local government in this regard? Please provide 
details.

7.       What was the approximate total cost of the planning application and approval 
process?

8.       Council officers wrote to SLC saying there was “inadequate rationale ... to support
the overall need and reasoning for a significant creek diversion” in its 2011 
development application. How was this addressed in the Council’s application of 
October 2012?

9.       How has Council addressed the detailed environmental concerns raised by its own
officers in the Information Request sent to Springfield Land Corporation on 8 
March 2012, including the impacts on flood risk and vegetation and questions 
about the modelling used?

10.   Who was responsible for the existing fill work on the site prior to SLC’s 
development application?



And separate questions for the Mayor:

1.       How much has Springfield Land Corporation donated in total to your political 
fundraising campaigns?

2.       Please detail any discussions about the Northern Sports Field project including the
possibility of a stadium, between you and Maha Sinnathamby, Robert Sharpless or 
any other officer of SLC.

3.       Were you aware of Council officers serious environmental concerns about the 
proposed earthworks, including the increased flood risk?

4.       Whose idea was it for Council to put in its own application?

5.       Is this an appropriate use of ratepayers’ money?

6.       When did you invite Springfield Land Corporation to attend your 2012 
anniversary dinner and when did they accept?


