
In FY 2011, GSFC projections showed that the costs of lottery-funded programs (HOPE 
Scholarship Public and Private, HOPE Grant and HOPE GED) were outstripping new lottery 
revenues at an accelerating rate that, if unchecked, would deplete lottery reserves by the end 
of FY 2013. The depletion of reserves would cause significant issues with operating the HOPE 
family of programs including delaying payment of awards. Please see the attached chart that 
showed the projected reserves up through FY 2012. 

During the 2012 regular session, the General Assembly passed and the Governor signed into 
law, House Bill (HB) 326. This bipartisan legislation was designed to ensure that HOPE and Pre-
Kindergarten can annually meet all of their obligations while remaining in balance with 
incoming revenues from the Georgia Lottery Corporation. The key provisions of HB 326 are as 
follows:  
 

1. Maintained the current merit-based HOPE Scholarship for students with a GPA of 3.0. 
However, the new law uncoupled the HOPE benefit from the rate of tuition charged by 
postsecondary institutions. The annual HOPE Scholarship award, the HOPE Private 
award and the HOPE Grant award amounts will be approved annually by the General 
Assembly through the appropriations process. 
 

2. Limits time eligibility for the scholarship with the seven year rule for HOPE Scholarships 
and Zell Miller Grants whereby eligible students must begin using his or her HOPE 
Scholarship or Zell Miller Scholarship within seven years of high school graduation or its 
equivalent. 
 

3. Eliminated payments for Books or fees and no payments for remedial coursework for 
Scholarship students.  
 

4. Creates the Zell Miller Scholarship program for high achieving high schools graduates 
who graduate from high school with a GPA of 3.7 or higher and have received a score of 
at least 1200 on combined Critical Reading Score and Math Score on the SAT or have 
received a score of at least 26 on the ACT. These students receive full tuition at 
Georgia’s public institutions and the full private HOPE award at our private institutions. 
 

5. Requires recipients of the HOPE Grant to earn a 3.0 GPA by the first HOPE check point, 
once enrolled in technical college courses. 
 

6. Provides that students who already possess a postsecondary degree are ineligible to 
receive the HOPE Grant. 
 

7. Provided for phase-in of high school coursework rigor requirements. 
 

8. Established GPA requirement for the HOPE Grant  
 



9. Changed lottery reserves to a single category and set a standard for the reserve level. 
 

 
In summary, HB 326 did exactly what was intended. It preserved the HOPE family of programs 
for future generations and continued to reward academic success both in high school and in 
college. Since stabilizing the program in FY 2012, the General Assembly and the Governor have 
prudently increased HOPE Program award amounts and have created new and innovated 
programs such as the Strategic Industries Workforce Development Grant (Implemented in FY 
2014) and the Zell Miller Grant Program (To be implemented in FY 2015).  
 
Key Changes to the HOPE Programs since FY 2012 are as follows: 
 

1. The General Assembly changed the HOPE Grant GPA requirement from 3.0 to 2.0. This 
was enacted in the 2013 session and effective in FY 2014. 

 
2. Created the Strategic Industries Workforce Development Grant (SIWDG) Program. This 

program offers students in certain high need fields additional funding if they choose 
high need field. This was enacted during the 2013 session and effective for FY 2014. The 
2014 SIWDG fields are: Commercial Truck Driving, Early Childhood Care/Education, and 
Practical Nursing,  
 

3. In FY 2014, increased the HOPE Scholarship (Public) and HOPE Grant Programs award by 
3%. Enacted during the 2013 legislative session 
 

4. In FY 2015, increased the HOPE Scholarship (Public), HOPE Scholarship (Private) and the 
HOPE Grant Programs award amounts by 3%. Increased the Zell Miller Scholarship at 
Private Schools by 5.5%. 
 

5. In FY 2015, added additional fields to the SIWDG Program. Computer Technology, Diesel 
Equipment Technology, Health Science and Welding and Joining Technology. 
 

6. Expanded access to HOPE Scholarships for students who graduate from an ineligible 
high school by adjusting the SAT/ACT score requirement from the 85th percentile to the 
80th Percentile. 
 

7. Created the Zell Miller Grant Program for students pursuing technical certificates or 
diplomas. This program will pay 100% of the students tuition at a technical college or 
university system institution as long as the student maintains a 3.0 grade point average.  
 

 

 

 



 


