
Petition
Request for Support of Mayor John Cranley

Enforcement of City Zoning Standards

This petition is to request City Council as our elected representatives to support Mayor John 
Cranley in his efforts to enforce local zoning standards and remove for profit group housing 
centers from residential neighborhoods zoned for single family occupancy.   Mayor John Cranley 
is offering a plan that supports the community and zoning regulations while providing a 
thoughtful and compassionate alternative for the residents who rely on these illegal operations 
for housing.  Arrangements have been made with reputable non-profit organizations through the 
Greater Cincinnati Recovery Resource Collaboration to assist in relocating these residents and 
get them into structured programs.  These reputable organizations provide quality structured 
care, operate in collaboration with the community and respect city zoning ordinances. 
New Foundations Transitional Living is a for profit organization that displays the look and feel of a
non-profit organization using social media.   It has seven active homes with 119 paying residents,
an average of 17 people recovering from substance abuse packed into a home designed as a 
residence for a single family.  These group homes are not compatible with the neighborhood or 
the buildings they use.  There has been no communication with the community or studies to 
understand the impact of these operations on local conditions.  The most recent, and eighth, 
operation is being established in close proximity to three churches, four grade schools and two 
high schools.  Homes with small children are literally next door.  
Ross Shively, the private owner of these group homes, has been operating a for profit business in
clear violation of local zoning ordinances and has singled out a small community to conduct and 
expand his operations.   We ask that City Council as our elected officials support our mayor as he
works to resolve this issue and provide a compassionate alternative to the current residents.
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