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Dear Bill: 

Thanks for your note last night. I'm still reveling in the great news for CPI and for all of 

investigative journalism. As you know, Chuck Lewis asked me to join the CPI board in its 

infancy. From those earliest days, high impact reporting has been the mission of the 

Center. We always dreamed of the kind of recognition that comes with a Pulitzer Prize. 

As you also know, Webster's Dictionary defines integrity as "the quality of being honest and 

having strong moral principles; moral uprightness." 

After reviewing your response to my last note, I am writing again to ask you to reconsider 

your decisions and statements about CPI and its collaboration with ABC News on the black 

lung investigation. 

Given CPI's professed commitment to integrity, our team is quite surprised that you now 

seem inclined to diminish the significant contributions of our reporters; you seem inclined to 

marginalize the amount of time, effort and resources that ABC News contributed; and you 

seem determined to pretend that ABC News was simply a megaphone for Chris Hamby' s 

work. 

How much work did ABC News contribute? 

ABC News began reporting on this story shortly after the partnership was formed. Matthew 

joined Chris for off the record discussions with key sources and began independent outreach 

to central players, including West Virginia lawyers for the miners, administrative law judges, 

coal industry officials, ailing miners and their families. 
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In January 2013, a number of leads were not panning out, and after consulting with Chris, 

Matthew and Brian proposed a new way forward -- to focus the investigation on the doctors 

who treated coal miners. A Jan. 13, 2013 email from Matthew to CPI's then-executive 

director Ellen Weiss spells out this change in approach, and lays out specific steps needed to 

tap this vein. 

"One idea we discussed was to look not only at the lawyers, but also the doctors who 

repeatedly refuse to diagnose black lung," Matthew wrote to Ellen. "A former administrative 

judge told me and Chris at lunch that he had deep suspicions about the doctors hired by the 

firm, but was never in a position to act on those suspicions." 

As the year progressed, Matthew and Brian began to do significant reporting on the medical 

issue, sending a producer into West Virginia medical exams undercover, conducting 

interviews with medical experts around the country, and starting a lengthy conversation with 

Johns Hopkins that resulted in the crucial interview for the report - with Dr. Paul Wheeler. 

How long was ABC News involved? 

The partnership began on October 31, 2012, when Weiss first approached ABC News to 

propose working together on an investigative piece. 

She recalls telling us this would be "a true partnership" from the outset. She says she not only 

sought ABC News's platform to showcase the reporting on television, but the efforts of 

Matthew and Brian to contribute to the reporting effort - as they had with the award-winning 

Solyndra reporting. Once again, ABC News delivered on its end of that bargain. 

Thus began the partnership described accurately in a series of the awards entries (and 

subsequent citations), including those for the Goldsmith, White House Correspondents 

Association, the Investigative Reporters and Editors, and the Society of Professional 

Journalists. 

For example, the judges for the 2014 White House Correspondent's Association Journalism 

Award wrote, "This team showed how a true collaboration between media partners can break 

significant new ground on an already well-reported story ... In their yearlong investigation, 

CPI's Chris Hamby and ABC's Matthew Mosk and Brian Ross examined how big name 

doctors and lawyers, working at the best of the coal industry, have helped defeat the benefit 

claims of miners sick and dying of black lung." 

And yet now for the Pulitzer, Chris Hamby seems to have done all the important work by 

himself. And you assert we are "factually incorrect" to claim otherwise. 



Which way do you want to have it? Did we do this together with our comparative strengths 

and platfonns, as recognized in the White House Correspondent's Assocation citation? Or 

we did we do this separately and should CPI alone receive the commendation from the 

Pulitzer board? 

Did ABC News give proper credit? 

Your position certainly seems to depart from the agreement that our teams made to submit 

awards entries together. And your note from last night certainly seems to conflict with our 

previous rationale on our awards entries. No doubt, such partnerships can be difficult and we 

certainly made our own mistakes. But in one way or another, in the lead in or the body of the 

story, every ABC News broadcast report and on-line story made full mention of our joint 

arrangement. 

In short, this comes down to a question of integrity - as in Webster's second definition: "the 

state of being whole or undivided." We simply don't see how one of our reporters can be 

recognized alone for work that was done by many. 

In your submission to the Pulitzer committee you omitted the names of the ABC News 

reporters and sought to parse and diminish their contributions, even though their bylines 

appropriately appear on four of the eight articles submitted by the Center to the 

committee. (Surprisingly, Chris Hamby's byline appears in bold face type in the Pulitzer 

submissions, although that was not the case when the articles actually appeared on line.) 

You wrote, "Months into the reporting, the Center shared its findings with the ABC News 

investigative unit, whose broadcasts help reach a wider audience." We believe that is not a 

true statement and we are quite disappointed you sought to characterize the partnership in 

such a light. 

In fact, the four articles carrying our reporters' bylines primarily deal with some of the most 

significant aspects of the investigation-the findings about Johns Hopkins and the pivotal, 

headline-making impact when the hospital suspended its program. In its statement about the 

suspension, Johns Hopkins refers only to the ABC News reports and makes no mention of 

the Center's on-line articles. At the time, we were all proud that our collaboration and 

partnership had yielded such impact. 

We have nothing but the highest admiration for the work of Chris Hamby but you and he 

surely recognize that CPI's work alone did not win this honor. Or, framed differently, do 

you really believe that Hamby and CPI would have been recognized with this honor without 

the contributions of ABC News? 

In fairness, your proposed statement about the Pulitzer Prize is more accurate, although our 

team believes it is too little and too late. 



Now you describe "the valuable contribution of the ABC News investigative unit, including 

chief investigative correspondent Brian Ross and investigative producer Matt Mosk. ABC 

News partnered with us in the series�xploring how doctors at Johns Hopkins failed to see 

evidence of black lung disease even when other experts did. This is a testament to the power 

of collaboration and the impact it can produce." 

Why was that language not included in the Pulitzer submission? 

I understand the Pulitzer committee rules preclude the inclusion of ABC News in its award 

submission but there is precedent to include the broadcast partner reporters in Pulitzer 

submissions, especially in a case like this which began as a partnership and operated as a 

partnership until the time you chose to omit our reporters' names from the submission and 

then sought to diminish their material and significant contributions. 

We believe that our reporters, Brian and Matt, should share in this high honor as they shared 

in the long months of reporting and producing the stories. We will certainly raise this with 

the Pulitzer Board. And, in the interest of openness and transparency, we will also raise this 

with your Board of Directors. 

We invite you to join us in asking the Pulitzer committee to add their names to the award. 

For us, this is a matter of integrity. 

Sincerely, 

_:j3-...s/ "'---' �-� 
Ben Sherwood 

cc: Molly Bingham, Charles Eisendrath, Dan A. Emmett, Bruce A. Finzen, 

Matthew W. Grande, Arianna Huffington, James A. Kiernan, Steve Kroft, 

Hendrik-Jan Laseur, Jennifer Lee, Susan Loewenberg, Bevis Longstreth, 

Olivia Ma, Craig Newmark, Dr. Gilbert Omenn, Scott Siegler, 

Marianne Szegedy-Maszak, Matt Thompson, Graeme Wood 


